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1

Introduction

Background
1.1

Hambleton District Council began preparation of a new Local Plan in 2015, to guide development
in the District over the next 15 years. As part of the evidence for the new Local Plan, the Council
has commissioned a landscape character assessment and sensitivity study to inform policymaking, landscape management, and development management decisions.

1.2

A landscape character assessment (LCA) of Hambleton District was carried out in 1991 (Woolerton
Truscott, 1991) and its findings informed earlier local plans up to the adoption of the Local
Development Framework in 2010. The 1991 assessment was carried out before the publication of
current good practice guidance (Countryside Agency, 2002; Natural England, 2014). The Council
commissioned LUC to provide an updated LCA that was informed by the 1991 assessment, but
also took note of recent developments both in terms of policy and guidance and changes on the
ground. The purpose of updating the LCA was to inform an analysis of landscape sensitivity,
providing evidence to guide planning decisions.

Landscape character assessment
1.3

Landscape character comprises the distinct set of elements that makes a landscape recognisable,
and gives it a unique „sense of place‟. Landscape character assessment is the process of
mapping, classifying and describing the patterns and variations which contribute to the character
of a landscape.

1.4

The European Landscape Convention (ELC; Council of Europe, 2009) came into effect in the UK in
March 2007 and is adopted and promoted by the Council of Europe. The ELC definition of
landscape is all embracing:
“Landscape means an area, as perceived by people, whose character is the result of the
action and interaction of natural and/or human factors.” 1

1.5

Following the introduction of the ELC, a broader approach to „landscape‟ has been pursued at a
national level, grounded in the principle that all landscapes matter, regardless of location or
condition. The ELC makes it clear that landscapes do not stop at administrative boundaries.2

National planning policy
1.6

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF; DCLG, 2012)3 states that development plans
should “contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment” by, among other things
“protecting and enhancing valued landscapes” (paragraph 109). “Conservation and enhancement
of the natural and historic environment, including landscape”, is one of the strategic priorities to
be set out in Local Plans (paragraph 156).

1.7

Landscape character assessment is seen as a key part of the evidence base for Local Plan
preparation, including consideration of historic landscape character and, where appropriate,
assessments of landscape sensitivity (paragraph 170).

1.8

The NPPF recommends the use of “criteria based policies against which proposals for any
development on or affecting protected wildlife or geodiversity sites or landscape areas will be

1
2
3

Council of Europe (2009) European Landscape Convention. Article 1.
The ELC also includes consideration of urban landscape, which was not within the scope of the present commission.
Department for Communities and Local Government (2012) National Planning Policy Framework.
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judged” (paragraph 113). It is stated that Local Plans should “identify land where development
would be inappropriate, for instance because of its environmental or historic significance”
(paragraph 157). The need for detailed justification is a theme throughout the NPPF.
1.9

The associated online Planning Practice Guidance on landscape highlights the need for local
authorities to recognise the intrinsic character of the countryside (i.e. rural landscapes), and set
out policies for its conservation and enhancement.4

1.10

The present Landscape Character Assessment contributes to the aims of national planning policy
by:


Providing reliable evidence of the underlying character of the landscape; and



Highlighting aspects of the landscape which are sensitive to future change.

Study area
1.11

The study area has been defined as the whole of Hambleton District, excluding that part which lies
within the North York Moors National Park. This area is shown in Figure 1.1.

4

Planning Practice Guidance: Natural Environment: Landscape. [http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/naturalenvironment/landscape/] accessed 29 April 2014.
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2

The landscape of Hambleton

General description
2.1

Hambleton District, historically forming part of the North Riding of Yorkshire, is a predominantly
rural landscape comprising open, low-lying farmland, with a dispersed settlement pattern of
market towns, villages and farmsteads. The area holds a significant water resource in underlying
aquifers, and the rivers and flood plains form a major influence on landscape character. While the
District is a key north-south transportation corridor (including sections of the A1, A19 and East
Coast Main Line), a sense of tranquillity prevails in many of the rural areas, particularly in
association with undeveloped sections of the River Swale, and away from the key service centres
of Northallerton and Thirsk. This central area of Hambleton occupies much of the Vales of
Mowbray and York, and is fringed by the steep scarp of the Hambleton Hills to the east that form
part of the North York Moors National Park, the gentle foothills of the Yorkshire Dales to the west,
and the undulating landform of the Howardian Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) to
the south-east. Part of the City of York Greenbelt is located in the south.

2.2

The long history of the landscape is apparent in many layers of remnant landmarks. Historic
features typical of the region include bronze-age and iron-age earthworks, Roman settlements
and roads (the origins of the A1), medieval churches, bridges and field patterns, old market town
centres, designed parklands and estates, aggregate quarries and numerous disused military
airfields. Traditional building style reflects local materials – mottled brick or cobbles with pantile
roofs, and local limestone and sandstone. The area includes a considerable number of heritage
assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Registered Parks and Gardens, Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas.

Existing landscape character assessments
2.3

The landscape of Hambleton has been assessed at national, regional and District scales. Existing
assessments are briefly described here.
National character areas

2.4

The Landscape Character Profiles published by Natural England divide the landscape into large
character areas at a national scale. The profile documents describe the landscape of the study
area in terms of parts of the following National Character Areas (NCA), as shown in Figure 2.1.
Tees Lowlands

2.5

The northern part of Hambleton lies at the fringe of the broad, open plain around the lower
reaches of the River Tees, and overlooks the large conurbation around Teesmouth. Agricultural
land is intensively farmed, with large fields and sparse woodland, and a settlement pattern
influenced both by the river and by past agricultural practices. There are wide views to the southeast towards the North Yorkshire Moors and Cleveland Hills, which rise dramatically in a steep
escarpment. The area merges more gradually with the Vale of Mowbray to the south-west. The
River Leven, a significant tributary of the Tees, runs through this area.5
Vale of Mowbray

2.6

5

The central part of Hambleton occupies the Vale of Mowbray, formed by the undulating flood
plains associated with the rivers Swale, Wiske and Cod Beck, and framed by the uplands of the
Pennines to the west and the North York Moors to the east. The orientation of the Vale and its
position between the Pennines and North York Moors, have made it a significant transport and

Natural England (2013) National Character Area profile 23 Tees Valley. NE349.
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communications route between north and south. This is a farmed landscape of pasture and
arable farming. Woodland cover tends to be in small copses and game coverts, with a network of
hedgerows with hedgerow trees. Much of the semi-natural habitat of the Vale is now fragmented,
though there are remnant areas of high-quality wet grassland alongside the River Swale.6
North York Moors and Cleveland Hills
2.7

This area includes the eastern edge of Hambleton, though very little of the study area falls within
this character area. It is an elevated upland of sandstone geology, incised by valleys, which
features the largest continuous expanse of upland heather moorland in England. Extensive views
look outwards across the Vale of Mowbray and the Tees Lowlands. From surrounding lowlands the
North York Moors are recognised in views of the dramatic scarp slopes from the west, in particular
the White Horse and Sutton Bank, and from the north the distinctive form of the outlier Roseberry
Topping.7
Vale of York

2.8

The southern part of Hambleton falls into the Vale of York, an area of relatively flat, low-lying land
centred on the city of York. High-quality soils mean that arable cultivation is the predominant land
use. A network of major rivers converge in the vale, including the Swale and Ouse. Views of
higher ground to the north in the Howardian Hills frame the valley and provide a backdrop to the
relatively open and flat landscape of the NCA.8
Howardian Hills

2.9

Hambleton includes the western part of the Howardian Hills, a clearly defined belt of irregular,
rounded ridges of Jurassic rocks with intervening sheltered valleys. This is a diverse landscape of
woodlands, historic buildings, designed parkland and villages, and rolling arable land on ridges
and open plateaux. Much of the area is within the Howardian Hills AONB. The ridges afford
extensive views to the Vales of York and Mowbray to the west.9
Southern Magnesian Limestone

2.10

A small area of western Hambleton, south of Bedale, falls into the Southern Magnesian Limestone
character area, which is defined by its Permian limestone geology. The Magnesian Limestone
forms a long, narrow area stretching south from Bedale, well beyond the boundary of Hambleton,
though the low ridge frames the Ouse Valley along the south-west District boundary. Limestone
buildings are prevalent in this area, which is not always discernible as a ridge, and there are areas
of important limestone grasslands. Important archaeological features include the three
Thornborough Henges close to the River Ure.10
Pennine Dales Fringe

2.11

Only very small areas on the western-most edge of Hambleton fall into this area, which forms a
transitional landscape between the Vale of Mowbray and the upland of the Yorkshire Dales. The
area comprises exposed upland moorland fringes and plateaux dropping to lower foothills, incised
by numerous minor tributary valleys, all with a well wooded character. Drystone walls are
common in the west while hedges, often thick and tall with frequent hedgerow trees, are more
prevalent at lower elevations such as on the edge of Hambleton.11
North Yorkshire and York Landscape Characterisation Project

2.12

6
7
8
9

This County-wide study defines 39 County Landscape Character Types (LCTs), which are
themselves subdivisions of eight Primary Landscape Units.12 These largely nest within the
national character areas noted above. The County LCTs that occur within Hambleton are noted in
Table 2.1, and are shown in Figure 2.2.

Natural England (2015) National Character Area profile 24 Vale of Mowbray. NE442.
Natural England (2015) National Character Area profile 25 North York Moors and Cleveland Hills. NE352.
Natural England (2014) National Character Area profile 28 Vale of York. NE367.
Natural England (2013) National Character Area profile 29 Howardian Hills. NE422.

10
11
12

Natural England (2013) National Character Area profile 30 Southern Magnesian Limestone. NE464.
Natural England (2015) National Character Area profile 22 Pennine Dales Fringe. NE474.
North Yorkshire County Council (2011) North Yorkshire and York Landscape Characterisation Project.
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Table 2.1 County LCTs within Hambleton
County LCT

Location

LCT1 Urban Landscapes

Defined around the settlements of Bedale, Easingwold, Great Ayton,
Northallerton, Stokesley and Thirsk.

LCT3 Sandstone Moors
Foothills

Including the scarp slopes that fringe the North York Moors National
Park, largely outside the study area but providing an important
backdrop to lowland landscapes.

LCT 6 Magnesian
Limestone Ridge

Corresponding with the Southern Magnesian Limestone NCA, this LCT
is defined in the west of the District, though extending slightly further
north than the NCA

LCT 12 Wooded Hills and
Valleys

Corresponding with the Howardian Hills NCA, this LCT covers the
south-east corner of the District, and includes more of the foothills
than the NCA does.

LCT 13 Moors Fringe

Corresponding with the Pennine Dales Fringe NCA, this LCT is defined
in the western edge of Hambleton, forming the transition between
lowland and upland.

LCT 24 River Floodplain

This LCT is defined within the Vale of York and Vale of Mowbray NCAs,
and covers the floodplain along the Rivers Swale, Ure and Ouse.

LCT 25 Settled Vale
Farmland

Corresponding with the Vale of Mowbray NCA, this LCT is defined in
most of central Hambleton, around Northallerton and Thirsk. It is
divided by the Swale floodplain, and extends east along the
Ampleforth valley.

LCT 27 Vale Farmland
with Dispersed
Settlement

Broadly corresponding with the Tees Lowlands NCA, this LCT is
defined in the north of Hambleton, between Cowton and Great Ayton.

LCT 28 Vale Farmland
with Plantation,
Woodland and Heathland

This LCT is defined in the south of the District, and corresponds to the
Vale of York NCA.

LCT 36 Gritstone Valley

This LCT is defined along the incised valley of the River Tees at the
northern edge of the District, and falls within the Tees Valley NCA.

Hambleton Landscape Character Assessment (1991)
2.13

At a local level, the landscape is described by the Hambleton District Council Landscape
Assessment, written almost 25 years ago. 13 This LCA defined nine LCTs across the whole of
Hambleton District, including the area within the North York Moors National Park. Several of
these LCTs were further divided into sub-types. The characterisation was carried out at a detailed
level and defines small areas of each LCT and sub-type, as shown on Figure 2.3.

2.14

The detailed descriptions presented in this LCA remain current, although the associated guidelines
are now somewhat dated. The LCTs and sub-type descriptions have been incorporated into the
present study, and are reproduced in Appendix 1. Reference is made to these LCTs and subtypes in the landscape character area descriptions in Chapter 5.

13

Woolerton Truscott (1991) Hambleton Landscape Character Assessment. Hambleton District Council.
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Other relevant landscape character assessments
2.15

A number of other LCAs were referred to in undertaking this study. The Howardian Hills AONB
has its own LCA which is presented in the Management Plan. This detailed LCA identifies several
LCTs and character areas within the AONB, highlighting local variations in character. An LCA
published for the Hambleton and Howardian Hills Landscape Partnership includes part of the AONB
area.

2.16

LCAs published for neighbouring local authorities were also consulted. Neighbouring areas with
LCAs in place are Redcar & Cleveland, Darlington, Stockton-On-Tees, the North York Moors
National Park, Ryedale, York and Harrogate. Richmondshire and Middlesbrough have no
published LCA.

Historic Landscape Characterisation
2.17

The North Yorkshire and Lower Tees Valley Historic Landscape Characterisation (HLC) presents a
mapped analysis of the historic components of the landscape. HLC is undertaken according to a
standard methodology, dividing the study area into field-parcel polygons. Each of these is
assigned a „historic landscape character type‟, within a series of „broad types‟. Although a
separate process to LCA, HLC can inform the understanding of the historical dimension of
landscape character.

2.18

The HLC study area is a focus for transport and communications networks, largely as a result of
its topography, as a vale between areas of higher ground. The area has been a routeway since at
least the Roman period, and probably prior to this in the Prehistoric period. The Great North Road
has run through the area from the Medieval period onwards, and the present A1(M) road follows
the course of Roman Dere Street for much of its length.

2.19

Airfields have also been a feature of the landscape since the beginning of the 20th century,
particularly in the Second World War, when airfields were present every few miles in the Vale of
York. These have significantly influenced the social and physical history of the areas in which they
are located.

2.20

The vast majority of the study area is composed of enclosed land, covering 89% of the area.
Table 2.2 shows the percentage of the study area covered by each broad type (based on the
number of hectares covered by each broad type, expressed as a percentage of the total number
of hectares in the study area).
Table 2.2 HLC Broad Types within the study area
Broad type

Percentage of study area

Enclosed land

89.78

Woodland

3.40

Designed landscape

2.87

Settlement

2.46

Communications

1.25

Military

0.35

Recreational

0.32

Extractive

0.27

Industrial

0.17

Institutional

0.09

Water

0.03

Commercial

0.01

Unenclosed land

0.01
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2.21

However, although this may indicate that the historic landscape in the study area is relatively
homogenous, the character of the field patterns within the enclosed land varies considerably, and
the character of the boundaries are usually influenced by local conditions of topography and
geology. The variation in character is reflected in the numerous sub types (HLC types) that are
included within the broad type of enclosed land. The dominant HLC Types within the study area
are modern improved fields, piecemeal enclosure, unknown planned enclosure, planned largescale parliamentary enclosure and strip fields. Table 2.3 shows the percentage of the study area
covered by each HLC Type (based on the number of hectares covered by each HLC Type,
expressed as a percentage of the total number of hectares in the study area). For simplicity, HLC
Types making up less than 1% of the study area are not shown in the table, as these are not
perceived to have a significant influence on the overall character of the study area for a broadbrush analysis such as this.
Table 2.3 HLC Types within the enclosed land Broad Type
HLC Type

Percentage of study area

Modern improved fields

41.51

Piecemeal enclosure

17.90

Unknown planned enclosure

16.69

Planned large scale parliamentary enclosure

7.89

Strip fields

3.91

Country estate

1.70

Air unidentified

1.19

Broad-leafed plantation

1.10

Mixed plantation

1.00

2.22

This analysis indicates that modern improved fields, that have seen considerable consolidation or
removal of the field boundaries, account for just over 40% all the farmland in the study area.
There are also extensive areas of piecemeal enclosure, which refers to areas of more irregular
fields defined by regular or erratic boundaries, which pre-date the parliamentary enclosure of the
18th and 19th centuries and do not conform to the open field pattern. Planned enclosure,
referring to a specific series of historic events that occurred in the Post-Medieval period, broadly
between 1750 and 1850, is also a significant minority. It is subdivided into parliamentary, i.e.
areas of land which have been enclosed through the implementation of a parliamentary act in the
18th and 19th centuries; and unknown, where enclosure could not be tied in with a parliamentary
act or a private agreement.

2.23

Remnant strip fields, consisting of areas of agricultural land marked by distinctive strip patterns,
represent early, private enclosure of the former medieval open field systems. They are relatively
scarce in the study area, and the LCA has taken note of locations where they contribute to local
character.
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3

Methodology

Introduction
3.1

3.2

Current good practice guidance on approaches to landscape character assessment is set out in:


Natural England (2014) An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment.



Landscape Institute and Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment (2013)
Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment. 3rd Edition. Routledge.



Countryside Agency and Scottish Natural Heritage (2002) Landscape Character Assessment:
Guidance for England and Scotland.



Countryside Agency and Scottish Natural Heritage (2004) Topic Paper 6: Techniques and
criteria for judging landscape sensitivity and capacity.

The guidance on LCA recommends a division between the processes of characterisation and the
making of judgements to inform decisions. As such, the description of the landscape character of
each area is presented separately to the sensitivity assessment which has been undertaken for
the area.

Landscape characterisation
3.3

The process of landscape characterisation can be summarised in the following key steps:


Gather baseline information about the landscape of the District;



Analyse baseline information to identify areas of consistent landscape character;



Draw up a map showing draft landscape character types and areas;



Identify draft key characteristics that define the character of these types and areas;



Undertake field work to verify the characterisation on the ground;



Undertake consultation with local stakeholders to gather local knowledge and verify the draft
characterisation; and



Finalise mapping and provide written descriptions of landscape character types and areas.

3.4

Landscape character assessment can be carried out at a variety of scales, identifying increasingly
detailed changes in character at smaller and smaller scales. The Hambleton LCA has been carried
out at a scale of 1:50,000.

3.5

The county-wide landscape character types, described in Section 2, served as the starting point
for the present landscape characterisation. These LCTs are the result of recent work and form a
county-wide framework for local-level assessment. The boundaries of these areas were reviewed
and found to be appropriate, and the analysis of baseline information focused on identifying
landscape character areas within them.
Landscape description

3.6

The study has identified variations in landscape character and describes these across the District.
The LCA has defined distinct landscape character areas, each of which are separately described.
Character areas are geographically distinct, with their own unique set of characteristics. The aim
of identifying character areas is to determine locally specific qualities and sense of place, which
can complement the LCTs defined by the 1991 Hambleton LCA and County scale LCA. The LCTs
and sub-types that occur in each character area are noted, and their descriptions can be found in
Appendix 1.
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A note on boundaries
The mapped boundaries of landscape character areas are relatively precise, following
clear features which can be identified on the ground. However, in some cases these
boundaries are indicative of a more gradual transition between one character area and
another, rather than an abrupt change. It must also be recognised that there are
variations within each character area at smaller scales.

Landscape around towns
3.7

When looking at the relationship between landscape character and the larger settlements, a
greater level of detail is required than provided by the District-wide study. In order to target this
more detailed assessment on the key areas, attention has been focused on the five principal
towns of Bedale, Easingwold, Northallerton, Stokesley and Thirsk. Examination of the Issues and
Options Consultation document suggests that these settlements are likely to receive the greatest
amount of development pressure, and are likely to come under some pressure for expansion
whichever of the five spatial options is adopted.

3.8

Development proposals in and around villages are likely to require a very detailed level of
assessment to understand the potential effects on landscape character, and this will be most
effective at a site level rather than as part of a District-wide LCA, which focuses on characteristic
settlement types and patterns. However, the five larger towns are of sufficient scale that general
observations can be made as to the changes in character at their edges, and the potential ability
of these areas to absorb development.

3.9

This assessment does not extend to an evaluation of „townscape‟, but focuses on the settlement
edge and the relationship between the built up area and the countryside. In considering
development proposals, the findings of this study should be considered alongside conservation
area statements and other evidence relating to settlement character.

3.10

Detailed examination of the landscape character around settlements is presented in Chapter 6.

Forces for change
3.11

A range of pressures have acted, and will continue to act, on the landscape of Hambleton, giving
rise to changes in the character of the area. Change in the landscape can be both positive and
negative, and the analysis therefore focuses on opportunities as well as pressures. The process of
landscape change is inevitable, but an understanding of the opportunities and pressures can
inform appropriate management responses, in order to ensure that landscape character is
conserved or enhanced.

3.12

Future considerations in protecting and enhancing the landscape character of Hambleton include:

3.13



development of the green infrastructure network and improvements to biodiversity;



safeguarding the District‟s water resource and defence mechanisms;



supporting appropriate and sustainable agriculture;



limiting or reversing loss of tranquillity;



conservation of historic and cultural features; and



limiting cumulative effects in relation to different development types.

Forces for landscape change include flood risk, an increasing population, presence of modern
man-made features, scale of plantation, pressures from agriculture and land management. Many
of these have been acting for some time, though there are a number of issues that have arisen
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more recently. These include renewable energy developments, hydrocarbon development
(including fracking), biomass crops, and continued upgrading of transport and electrical
infrastructure. Cross boundary issues remain important, particularly in relation to protecting the
settings of National Parks and AONBs.
3.14

In order to understand landscape change and assess landscape sensitivity, a series of themes
have been developed under which both positive and negative drivers for landscape change can be
arranged. For each character area, the key themes are highlighted, and inform the sensitivity
assessment. The themes that have been identified are listed in Table 3.1.
Table 3.1 Key themes influencing change
Theme

Scope

Development

Built development for residential and commercial purposes. Likely
to be focused around larger settlements, but also potentially
affecting areas of previously developed land such as airfields, as well
as large agricultural buildings in the countryside. Extraction of
minerals including sand and gravel along the floodplains.

Transport

New and upgraded road and rail infrastructure at all scales, from
major trunk road projects to local road widening and signage.

Energy

The establishment of renewable energy developments including wind
and solar installations, and the planting of energy crops. Extraction
of hydrocarbons through hydraulic fracturing (fracking) or other
means. Upgrades to electricity transmission infrastructure.

Habitats and biodiversity

Initiatives to improve habitat networks and green infrastructure.
Expansion of woodlands and tree cover. Extent of hedgerow loss
and threats to tree cover from plant disease.

Climate and climate
change

Pressures arising from a change in the climate, with impacts on land
cover, land use and land management. Flooding and flood risk,
catchment management, soil quality and erosion.

Sensitivity assessment
3.15

A key purpose of the Hambleton LCA is to provide an assessment of landscape sensitivity across
the District. The aim of this is to ensure that landscape is given due importance in planning
decisions, and an evaluation has been undertaken to identify areas which are more and less
sensitive to development.

3.16

Landscape sensitivity is concerned with the likelihood that the character of the landscape would
be changed by the introduction of development. The sensitivity of a given landscape will vary
according to the type of change which is proposed. Topic Paper 6 (Countryside Agency, 2004)
states that:
“Judging landscape character sensitivity requires professional judgement about the degree to
which the landscape in question is robust, in that it is able to accommodate change without
adverse impacts on character. This involves making decisions about whether or not significant
characteristic elements of the landscape will be liable to loss... and whether important aesthetic
aspects of character will be liable to change” (paragraph 4.2).

3.17

Discussion with the steering group has identified a number of pressures for change within the
District, as discussed above. The principal pressure, and of immediate concern in the
development planning process, is for residential development around towns and villages across
the District. A number of other pressures have been highlighted, including infrastructure
upgrades, solar farms, large agricultural buildings and fracking.

3.18

As such, the study looks at sensitivity in two ways: firstly the general sensitivity of the landscape
to the development pressures identified for that area (see Table 3.1); and secondly the
sensitivity of locations around settlements to settlement expansion. The former is analysed
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alongside the landscape character descriptions in Chapter 5. The latter is dealt with alongside
the more detailed character analysis in Chapter 6.
3.19

3.20

In line with the recommendations in Topic Paper 6, the assessment of landscape sensitivity is
based on an assessment of landscape character using carefully defined criteria. Criteria selection
focuses on the attributes of the landscape most likely to be affected by development, and
considers both „landscape‟ and „visual‟ aspects of sensitivity. The criteria chosen for the study are
aimed at identifying sensitivity to various development types, as noted above, and also seek to
highlight:


the role the landscape plays in providing a setting to development; and



the function of landscapes as valued spaces for a range of ecosystem services (natural,
cultural and perceptual).

Table 3.2 overleaf sets out the landscape and visual criteria used for the assessment of
sensitivity in this LCA. For each character area, information is presented against each of these
criteria to inform judgements about landscape sensitivity to the key development pressures.
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Table 1.1 Sensitivity assessment criteria and definitions
Criteria

Criteria description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

Smooth, gently undulating or flat landforms are likely to be less sensitive
to development than a landscape with dramatic or distinct landforms such
as prominent ridges or steep slopes.

Scale (landform and
component landscape
features)

Larger scale and more open landforms are likely to be less sensitive than
smaller scale, enclosed landforms. Areas with more open fields are also
less sensitive than smaller, more intricate field cover.
Existing human-scale features in the landscape, in the form of buildings or
trees, will influence the scale of development that can be readily
accommodated in the landscape.

Landscape pattern and
complexity (including sense
of time-depth)

Landscapes with smaller-scale, more irregular field patterns are likely to
be more sensitive to the introduction of development than landscapes with
large, regular scale field patterns because of the potential for loss of
characteristic landscape patterns.
Distinctive landscape elements including areas of woodland, water and
semi-natural habitats indicate increased sensitivity owing to their
contribution to landscape diversity, which would be reduced were they to
be removed.
This criterion can also relate to the historic character of the landscape,
where designated or undesignated heritage assets – including historic field
patterns – may indicate increased sensitivity to modern development.

Perceptual qualities

Landscapes that are relatively tranquil tend to have increased levels of
sensitivity, compared to landscapes that contain overt signs of
development. Development in more tranquil landscapes will introduce new
and uncharacteristic features which may detract from this characteristic,
which may be especially valued close to built-up areas.
Tranquillity is affected by human activity and disturbance, including the
presence of large scale built development, as opposed to a landscape with
a traditional rural feel with fewer modern human influences.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual
prominence

Prominent and distinctive and/or undeveloped skylines, or skylines with
important landmark features, are likely to be more sensitive to
development because new buildings/structures may detract from these
skylines as features in the landscape. Important landmark features on the
skyline might include historic features or monuments.

Visual sensitivities and
intervisibility, including to
adjacent landscapes (urban
and rural) and seascapes

Visually prominent landscapes which overlook or are overlooked by
settlements or other landscapes are likely to be more sensitive to
development than those which are more hidden or less widely visible.
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4

Landscape classification

4.1

The following table presents a list of the 25 discrete landscape character areas that have been
identified within the study area. These are based on local subdivisions of the County-wide LCTs
as shown, and were refined following a consultation workshop held in Northallerton. Character
areas and LCTs are illustrated in Figure 4.1. Descriptions and sensitivity assessments for each
character area are presented in Chapter 5.
Table 4.1 Landscape Character Areas
Hambleton District Landscape Character Areas

Broad landscape character type (North
Yorkshire and York Landscape
Characterisation Project)

1

Cowton Hills

2

Welbury Plateau

3

Leven Valley

4

Seamer Moor

5

Stokesley Vale

6

Tees Valley

Gritstone Valley (36)

7

Broughton and Kirkby Basin

Sandstone Moors Foothills (3)

8

Far Hill

9

Thirn Upland Fringe

Moors Fringe (13)

10

Bedale Farmland

Magnesian Limestone Ridge (6)

11

Watlass Hills

12

Snape and Upsland Lowland

13

Leeming Corridor

14

Swale Lowlands

15

Bullamoor Farmland

16

North York Moors Fringe

17

Thirsk Settled Farmland

18

Birdforth Farmland

19

Ure Floodplain

20

Swale Floodplain

21

Topcliffe Floodplain

22

Ouse Floodplain

23

Yearsley Ridge

24

Crayke Farmland

25

Tholthorpe Moors

26

Huby and Shipton Vale Farmland
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5

Landscape character areas

Introduction
5.1

5.2

This chapter provides details on each landscape character area, as defined in Table 4.1 and
illustrated in Figure 4.1. For each character area the following descriptive information is
included:


A brief description of the location and extent of the area;



A map of the area and representative photographs;



A written description of the landscape, presented in a standard format covering:
o

Topography, geology and drainage;

o

Land use and field pattern;

o

Woodland cover;

o

Semi-natural habitats;

o

Archaeology and cultural heritage;

o

Settlement, road pattern and rights of way; and

o

Views and perceptual qualities.



Reference to the landscape character types within the area, as defined in the 1991 Hambleton
Landscape Character Assessment (descriptions are included in Appendix 1); and



Forces for change, including commentary under each of the key themes for change.

The sensitivity evaluation for each character area is also presented, including:


An assessment of the whole area against each of the sensitivity criteria in Table 3.2; and



A discussion of the general landscape and visual sensitivity of the area to development, with
reference to the key forces for change identified for that area.
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Character Area 1 Cowton Hills
Location and extents

Representative photographs

This character area is located at the northwestern corner of the District, within the farmed
landscape south of the River Tees. It forms part
of the Vale Farmland with Dispersed Settlement
LCT at a county scale, which extends both east
across Hambleton and west into Richmondshire.
The area includes the village of East Cowton and
the northern edge of Danby Wiske.

East Cowton from a minor road near Stripe
House

Pepper Arden from the B1263 at Atley Hill

Summary of key characteristics


Varied topography, flatter and more open in the north-east, and undulating in the west and
south giving some sense of enclosure.



Intensive arable farmland covers much of the area, with evidence of modifications to
watercourses for drainage, including to the River Wiske and The Stell.



Field boundaries marked by native hedgerows, generally in good condition, with occasional
mature hedgerow trees.



An even, scattered distribution of small woodlands or plantations.



Low levels of settlement and infrastructure, mainly comprising minor roads, with the East
Coast Main Line railway crossing the floodplain in the east.



Glimpsed long-distance views to the North York Moors looking east, and to the Yorkshire Dales
looking west.



Overall countryside setting with associated sense of tranquillity.
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Landscape character
5.3

The topography is relatively varied, being flatter in the north-east and more undulating in the
west and south. Areas of flat floodplain are associated with the River Wiske and tributary becks
and stells. More rounded landforms in between create low, even ridgelines.

5.4

Intensive arable farmland prevails, and is particularly large in scale on floodplains, with a smaller
pattern emerging for areas of pasture. Modifications to watercourses for drainage are evident in
long straight field boundaries and ditches. Hedgerows lining roadsides and marking field
boundaries are generally in good condition. Hedgerow trees include mature and recently planted
specimens, often Ash.

5.5

A number of small plantations are evenly distributed across the area, with a larger area of estate
woodland associated with the historic designed landscape at Pepper Arden Hall. The nearby lake
is recognised as a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC). Watercourses, hedgerows
and native woodland provide some wildlife habitat, though riparian strips along watercourses tend
to be narrow.

5.6

The 15th century Cowton Castle is a notable feature, with the nearby church and remains of the
medieval village. Combined with the adjacent parkland of Pepper Arden Estate this is a notable
historic landscape. The field pattern is largely the result of modern enclosure and there is only
occasional evidence of earlier strip fields.

5.7

The electrified East Coast Main Line railway passes through the flat topography of the eastern part
of the area, sometimes on a raised embankment, making associated vertical infrastructure more
apparent in views. A network of minor roads connects dispersed farmsteads with the village of
East Cowton, and settlements in neighbouring character areas. East Cowton is a small, linear
village. A number of rights of way pass through the area, including footpaths and bridleways.

5.8

Some open views are available across the floodplain and low lying areas, while more undulating
topography results in greater change in the view. Some long distance views are available east
towards the distant North York Moors, and the Yorkshire Dales can also sometimes be seen in
views west. This character area has a rural character, with a sense of tranquillity connected with
the countryside setting and low levels of noise.
Landscape Character Types

5.9

The 1991 LCA identified a number of LCTs within this character area, as shown on Figure 5.1a.
These are described more fully in Appendix 1, and the LCTs within this area are noted below.


A low hill south-east of East Cowton is identified as an isolated minor landform (LCT3).



Most of the area was defined as intensively farmed lowland (varied topography). The area
west and south-west of East Cowton is classed as having intermediate enclosure (sub-type
4b), while the south-east of the character area is open (sub-type 4c).



Parts of the area were classed as intensively farmed lowland (simple topography), including
the area to the north of East Cowton which is further classed as open (sub-type 5c), and the
southern edge of the area which has intermediate enclosure (sub-type 5b).



A narrow corridor along the River Wiske is identified as a minor river valley (sub-type 6b).



The parkland around Pepper Arden Hall is identified as an estate landscape of general interest
(sub-type 7b).

Hambleton Landscape Character Assessment and Sensitivity
Study

17

May 2016

Figure 5.1a Landscape character types in area 1 Cowton Hills

Table 5.1 Pressures and opportunities for character area 1 Cowton Hills
Theme

Scope

Development

Potential large agricultural buildings that may be out of scale with
the landscape, and impacting on setting of historic features.

Transport

Road infrastructure is limited and large scale change unlikely.
Incremental change as part of road upgrading could erode
character.

Energy

Overhead line passes through this area, upgrading could affect
landscape character. Proposals for solar farm development in this
area.

Habitats and biodiversity

Areas of good woodland cover that could provide the foundation of a
green network in this area, with important wider links along the
River Wiske.
Potential for landscape enhancements includes widening of riparian
strips, diversification of conifer woodlands.

Climate and climate
change

Flooding across low-lying areas e.g. the River Wiske flood plain.
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Landscape Sensitivity Assessment
5.10

Table 5.2 presents an assessment of this character area against the landscape sensitivity criteria
presented in Chapter 3.
Table 5.2 Sensitivity assessment for character area 1 Cowton Hills
Criteria

Sensitivity description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

A relatively low-lying area which is flatter in the east and
more undulating in the west, with areas of flat floodplain
associated with the River Wiske and minor watercourses.

Scale (landform and component
landscape features)

More open in the east, with the undulating landform
providing some enclosure in the west. Large scale arable
farmland on floodplains, with a smaller pattern emerging
for areas of pasture. Human-scale features include
hedgerows, farmsteads and small villages.

Landscape pattern and complexity
(including sense of time-depth)

Large scale, intensive arable farmland on floodplains, with
modified watercourses. Cowton Castle and Pepper Arden
Hall add a sense of time-depth.

Perceptual qualities

Rural character, with a sense of tranquillity connected with
the countryside setting and low levels of noise. The
electrified East Coast Main Line railway has a localised
impact on tranquillity in the eastern part of the character
area.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual
prominence

Skylines are not particularly distinctive within the character
area, and tend to be broken up by occasional mature
hedgerows, plantations and estate woodlands.

Visual sensitivities and
intervisibility

Some open views are available across the floodplain and
low lying areas, while more undulating topography results
in greater change in the view. Some long distance views
are available to the North York Moors and the Yorkshire
Dales.

Landscape and visual sensitivity to general development
5.11

This character area is generally sensitive to development due to its rural character, but
particularly in the west where the landscape has been identified as being more undulating and
enclosed, with sensitive historic and landscape features such as Cowton Castle and the parkland
around Pepper Arden Hall. In the east the character area retains its rural feel, but the landscape
has been more modified to provide intensive farmland along the flood plain of the River Wiske,
and the East Coast Main Line has a localised effect on tranquillity.

5.12

Key sensitivities within this landscape include:


tranquil, rural character, with mostly minor roads, scattered farmsteads and small villages
that could be sensitive to large-scale development;



watercourses, hedgerows and native woodland that contribute to important wildlife corridors;



locally important designed landscape elements; and



higher ground where development could be more prominent.
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Character Area 2 Welbury Plateau
Location and extents

Representative photographs

This character area is located in the north of the
District, forming part of the Vale of Mowbray. It
forms part of the Vale Farmland with Dispersed
Settlement LCT at a county scale, which extends
across north Hambleton, and north into
Stockton-On-Tees. The area includes the small
villages of Great Smeaton, Appleton Wiske,
Hornby, Picton, Welbury, West Rounton, East
Rounton and Deighton, all west of the A19 road.
To the east of the A19, the villages of Ingleby
Arncliffe and Potto are also included.

Farmland around Hornby from a minor road
near Longlands Farm

The River Wiske south of Appleton Wiske

Summary of key characteristics


A wide and gently undulating area, open and large in scale. Flat horizons lend a plateau-like
character.



An extensive area of arable farmland, and some pasture, with hedgerow field boundaries of
good overall condition, and a mix of mature and semi-mature hedgerow trees.



An even, scattered distribution of small woodlands or plantations.



A regular pattern of dispersed villages and farmsteads connected by minor roads, with some
larger scale infrastructure features in the east.



Long-distance views to the North York Moors looking east, and to the Yorkshire Dales looking
west, as well some closer views of the North York Moors from the eastern part of the character
area.



Overall countryside setting with associated sense of tranquillity, locally reduced in areas close
to larger scale infrastructure features (trunk road, railway, overhead power lines).
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Landscape character
5.13

This character area is wide and gently undulating, with an overall plateau-like impression,
resulting in flat skylines. Some localised features exist, for example the valley of the River Wiske
at East and West Rounton, and the localised hill at East Harlsey, marking the southern boundary.
Wiske is derived from an Old English word „wisca‟ meaning a water meadow.

5.14

The field pattern is large in scale, predominantly arable, with occasional areas of pasture being of
smaller scale. Road sides and field boundaries tend to be defined by native hedgerows of good
overall condition, with mature hedgerow trees. A number of more recent hedgerow trees have
also been planted over the past decade or so, as part of mitigation works associated with the
construction of overhead power lines. Overhead lines and pylons are noticeable vertical features
in the east.

5.15

A scattered network of small, dispersed mixed woodland plantations and fox coverts exist, with
longer swathes of woodland associated with some sections of the River Wiske. Elsewhere, minor
watercourses tend to be more open, with narrow riparian zones. Watercourses, hedgerows and
native woodland pockets provide some wildlife cover, as well as some wooded sections of the
River Wiske, such as to the south of East Rounton.

5.16

Traditional sandstone churches often form a local landmark within or near to small villages. Manor
houses are a common feature, often of brick or sandstone. The field pattern is largely the result of
modern enclosure and there is only occasional evidence of earlier strip fields. Potto Hall is a small
estate landscape and parkland in the east of the character area. In the west, there is another
small estate landscape west of Great Smeaton, a deserted medieval village at Little Smeaton, and
a moated site at Deighton.

5.17

There is a regular pattern of dispersed villages across the area, connected by minor roads. Cycle
route 165 passes through the villages of Appleton Wiske and Hornby. In the east, the A19 trunk
road passes from Crathorne to the boundary with North York Moors National Park. The
Northallerton to Eaglescliffe railway line also passes through the character area. Typical villages,
such as Welbury and Great Smeaton, comprise brick houses and a sandstone church, often with
small village greens or an open centre and mature trees. Many of the villages contain small
modern housing estates on their outskirts.

5.18

This is a relatively open landscape, with flat skylines and few prominent features. Pylons and
overhead power lines are noticeable vertical features in the east. From the centre of the
character area, long distance views are available east towards the distant North York Moors, and
the Yorkshire Dales can be seen in views west. In the east of the character area, the hills of the
North York Moors have a greater presence when seen in closer proximity, and give a localised
sense of enclosure. Outward views from within the North York Moors across this character area
are relatively limited, often screened by local topography or by woodland.
Landscape character types

5.19

The 1991 LCA identified a number of LCTs within this character area, as shown on Figure 5.2a.
These are described more fully in Appendix 1, and the LCTs within this area are noted below.


At East Harlsey, a local hill (115m Above Ordnance Datum) marks the southern periphery of
the character area, identified as an isolated minor landform (LCT3).



The north-western and south-eastern edges of the landscape area were classed as intensively
farmed lowland (varied topography) (sub-type 4c, open).



Most of the area was defined as intensively farmed lowland (simple topography). An area in
the south-east, north of Harlsey (around West Rounton), and also near to Potto, is classed as
having enclosure (sub-type 5a), and some areas south of Appleton-Wiske are classed as
having intermediate enclosure (sub-type 5b). Much of the character area, particularly the
central and northern parts, is defined as being open (sub-type 5c).



A narrow corridor along the River Wiske is identified as a minor river valley (sub-type 6b), as
well as smaller areas at Staindale Beck in the north-west, and Potto Beck in the south-east.
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The estates at Potto Hall and Smeaton Manor are identified as estate landscape of general
interest (sub-type 7b).

Figure 5.2a Landscape character types in area 2 Welbury Plateau

Table 5.3 Pressures and opportunities for character area 2 Welbury Plateau
Theme

Scope

Development

Potential large agricultural buildings that may be out of scale with
the landscape. Expansion of characteristic villages.

Transport

Electrification of the Middlesbrough – Northallerton railway line,
introducing new overhead infrastructure. Upgrading of A19 has
affected character e.g. the overpass east of East Rounton.
Incremental change as part of road upgrading could erode
character.

Energy

Numerous overhead lines pass through this area, upgrading could
affect landscape character. Potential interest from wind energy
developers for single turbines on farms.

Habitats and biodiversity

Scattered woodland cover could provide the foundation of a green
network in this area, with important wider links along the River
Wiske, as well as north to the Leven and Tees. Further
fragmentation of woodland would have a negative impact.

Climate and climate
change

Flooding across low-lying areas e.g. the River Wiske flood plain.
Impact of plant disease such as Ash dieback.
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Landscape Sensitivity Assessment
5.20

Table 5.4 presents an assessment of this character area against the landscape sensitivity criteria
presented in Chapter 3.
Table 5.4 Sensitivity assessment for character area 2 Welbury Plateau
Criteria

Sensitivity description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

Wide, gently undulating with local variation but an overall
plateau-like, with some local variations e.g. the valley of
the River Wiske.

Scale (landform and component
landscape features)

The area is open and large in scale. It contains large arable
fields, with some smaller scale areas of pasture, with
human-scale features including farmsteads, villages,
hedgerows and small woodlands.

Landscape pattern and complexity
(including sense of time-depth)

Large scale fields are interspersed with small, scattered
plantations and a regular pattern of dispersed villages and
farmsteads. Fields tend to be enclosed by hedgerows and
hedgerow trees. Villages tend to comprise traditional brick
houses, often with a sandstone church, adding to a sense
of time-depth. There are notable swathes of woodland
along parts of the River Wiske.

Perceptual qualities

Tranquil, rural setting, reduced locally in areas close to
large scale infrastructure features (trunk road, railway,
overhead power lines).
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual
prominence

Flat skylines with few prominent features. Overhead lines
and pylons are noticeable vertical features in the east.

Visual sensitivities and
intervisibility

Long distance views are available east towards the North
York Moors, which provide a localised sense of enclosure
when seen in closer proximity from the east of the
character area. Yorkshire Dales can be seen in views west.

Landscape and visual sensitivity to general development
5.21

This character area is generally sensitive to development due to its rural character, in particular
its traditional villages and natural heritage features e.g. intact hedgerows and riparian woodland
along the River Wiske. The landscape is large scale, flat and open, and low-level development
would be better accommodated than vertical features which would form prominent landmarks on
the flat skyline, as demonstrated by the existing overhead lines and pylons in the east of the
character area.

5.22

Key sensitivities within this landscape include:


tranquil, rural character away from the main roads (A167 and A19) and railway;



traditional brick villages, often with a sandstone church forming a local landmark; and



watercourses, hedgerows and native woodland pockets provide landscape structure and
wildlife cover.

Hambleton Landscape Character Assessment and Sensitivity
Study

24

May 2016

Hambleton Landscape Character Assessment and Sensitivity
Study

25

May 2016

Character Area 3 Leven Valley
Location and extents

Representative photographs

This small character area is located in the northeast of the District, and is centred on the village
of Hutton Rudby. It covers the incised valley of
the Leven which passes Crathorne and Hutton
Rudby. It forms part of the Vale Farmland with
Dispersed Settlement LCT at a county scale,
which extends across north Hambleton, and
north into Stockton-On-Tees.

Weir on the River Leven at Hutton Rudby

Village green at Hutton Rudby

Summary of key characteristics


Incised river valley of the River Leven, surrounded by large-scale intensive arable farmland,
and some pasture on higher, more open ground.



The sinuous and meandering rivers, with their steep wooded sides, locally tranquil and
intimate in scale, and visible as a dense band of mature woodland passing across the
character area.



The large village of Hutton Rudby at the heart of the character area, extending from the valley
bottom on to the surrounding slopes.



Field boundaries defined by hedgerows of good overall condition, with occasional mature
hedgerow trees.



The distinctive landmark of the Cleveland Hills in views east and south, in close proximity.



Peacefulness and tranquillity associated with the secluded riverside, and an overall sense of
being in the countryside..
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Landscape character
5.23

The River Leven passes a sinuous and incised course through the character area, creating a
pattern of enclosed and often-wooded river valley, surrounding by higher, and more open
agricultural land. Coul Beck, a winding and well-wooded tributary of the River Leven, feeds in
from the south at Hutton Rudby.

5.24

Large swathes of mature woodland are associated with the River Leven and Coul Beck, visible
externally as dense band of mature woodland, often appearing sunken due to the incised nature
of the topography. A scattered network of small, dispersed mixed woodland plantations and fox
coverts also exist. The woodland and riparian habitats associated with the watercourses are a
significance habitat resource. The Leven Valley Woodlands, and Sexhow Meadows to the east of
Hutton Rudby are recognised as Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs).

5.25

Agricultural land provides the rural setting of the villages, appearing elevated in the context of the
incised river valley. The field pattern is large overall, mainly arable, with some evidence of small
scale strip fields, and bound by hedgerows with occasional mature trees. An irregular pattern of
pasture exists within the floodplains and small loops of the Leven.

5.26

There is a long history associated with the villages of Hutton Rudby and Crathorne, both
appearing in the Domesday Book, and both have Conservation Areas. There are two estate
landscapes within the character area, at Crathorne Hall and Rudby Hall, both with large country
houses listed as Grade II*.

5.27

The village of Hutton Rudby (historically two villages separated by the River Leven) lies at the
heart of the character area, with its large village green, brick houses with red pantile roofs. The
village is one of the largest in Hambleton, with a small historic centre surrounded by several
modern housing developments. Cycle routes 65 and 165 pass through Hutton Rudby, and several
rights of way cross the surrounding countryside, and pass alongside the River Leven.

5.28

The character area has an overall rural character. A sense of tranquillity is associated with the
riverside and mature woodland, with the enclosing slopes providing seclusion. Crathorne Hall sits
in an elevated position, commanding a grand view across the River Leven. From more open areas,
there are views south towards the North York Moors.
Landscape Character Types

5.29

The 1991 LCA identified a number of LCTs within this character area, as shown on Figure 5.3a.
These are described more fully in Appendix 1, and the LCTs within this area are noted below.


The northern periphery of the character area is defined as intensively farmed lowland (varied
topography), as sub-type 4b, having intermediate enclosure.



Much of the countryside surrounding the villages is classed as intensively farmed lowland
(simple topography), predominantly as open (sub-type 5c), but with a small enclosed area
(sub-type 5a) south-west of Hutton Rudby, and a small area of intermediate enclosure (subtype 5b) south of Sexhow.



The River Leven and its enclosing slopes, as well as Coul Beck, is identified as an enclosed
valley (sub-type 6a).



Crathorne Hall and Rudby Hall are classed as estate landscapes of general interest (sub-type
7b), in addition to the smaller Linden Grange and Potto Grange estates.
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Figure 5.3a Landscape character types in area 3 Leven Valley

Table 5.5 Pressures and opportunities for character area 3 Leven Valley
Theme

Scope

Development

Further expansion of Hutton Rudby potentially affecting the smallscale river landscape. Conservation of designed landscapes as
largely undeveloped areas.

Transport

Incremental change as part of road upgrading could erode rural
character, particularly in association with any settlement expansion.

Energy

Unlikely to be a key issue for this area

Habitats and biodiversity

Rivers are important green corridors, and the Leven is well supplied
with woodland, with potential to provide further links into the wider
landscape.

Climate and climate
change

Diffuse pollution due to sediment in the River Leven from erosion
upstream. Presence of invasive species (e.g. Giant Hogweed) along
the River Leven.
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Landscape Sensitivity Assessment
5.30

Table 5.6 presents an assessment of this character area against the landscape sensitivity criteria
presented in Chapter 3.
Table 5.6 Sensitivity assessment for character area 3 Leven Valley
Criteria

Sensitivity description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

The incised river valley of the River Leven, is a distinct
feature, somewhat hidden within surround higher, flatter
and more open ground.

Scale (landform and component
landscape features)

The scale of the river valley is small and enclosed, in
contrast with the surrounding larger scale, open field
pattern. Human features tend to be small in scale, with few
vertical features.

Landscape pattern and complexity
(including sense of time-depth)

The distinctive river valley of the Leven is a sensitive
feature owing to its contribution to landscape diversity. The
surrounding farmland is less sensitive, but the interface
between the two is important. The conservation villages of
Hutton Rudby and Crathorne are key heritage assets as
well as nearby estates at Crathorne Hall, Rudby Hall,
Linden Grange and Potto Grange.

Perceptual qualities

Tranquil, rural setting, particularly along the River Leven,
with attractive estate landscapes and historic village
centres. Modern development on the edge of villages
extends out of the river valley in and into the more open
countryside.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual
prominence

The extent of woodland within the character area is notable
feature, creating a pattern of openness and enclosure, with
some channelled views to historic houses (e.g. Crathorne
Hall). There are view prominent features, and skylines tend
to be quite open, with some enclose from the North York
Moors to the south.

Visual sensitivities and
intervisibility

Some views are available south towards the North York
Moors, which provide a localised sense of enclosure when
seen in closer proximity. The river valley is self-contained,
and screened by surrounding woodland.

Landscape and visual sensitivity to general development
5.31

The rurality of the countryside, the distinctiveness of the river valley, and the presence of historic
features, make this character area sensitive to general development. The steeper interface
between the lower-lying River Leven and the surrounding, more elevated agricultural land is
particularly sensitive to development, as it may compromise the distinction between these
landscape character types. The flatter farmland that frames the valley is less sensitive away from
the riverside slopes. Development at the head of these slopes would be potentially overbearing
from within the valley.

5.32

Key sensitivities within this landscape include:


the tranquillity of the incised river valley, and its associated wildlife value;



the Conservation Areas, estate landscapes, and sense of time-depth apparent in the
landscape; and



the influence of modern agriculture on field patterns, boundaries and wildlife value.
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Character Area 4 Seamer Moor
Location and extents

Representative photographs

This character area is located in the far northeast of the District, with the village of Seamer at
its centre. It forms part of the Vale Farmland
with Dispersed Settlement LCT at a county
scale, which extends west across Hambleton
and north-east into Stockton-On-Tees and
Middlesbrough. The area also includes the
village of Newby. The Middlesbrough
conurbation is located directly to the north.

Farmland near Seamer

Seamer wind farm

Summary of key characteristics


Localised undulating plateau within the wider intensively farmed lowland vale, directly south of
Middlesbrough.



Sparse settlement pattern, mainly comprising scattered farmsteads, with the small villages of
Seamer and Newby occupying the highest points.



Some open areas with views towards Middlesbrough in the north and the Cleveland Hills to the
east and south, but elsewhere enclosed by variations in topography.



Predominantly arable farmland with a medium-large scale field pattern, defined by largely
intact hedgerows.



Infrastructure including Seamer Wind Farm and overhead power lines to the north-west.



The Cleveland Hills are a distinctive landmark in views east and south, from more open,
elevated areas.
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Landscape character
5.33

The character area is a gently undulating plateau, rising to a high point of almost 90 m Above
Ordnance Datum (AOD) to the east of Seamer. The River Leven follows a sinuous and incised
course along the western boundary of the character area with Stockton-On-Tees. Several other
minor watercourses cross the lower lying parts of the character area, including the River Tame in
the east, and the boundary with Stockton-On-Tees and Middlesbrough is formed mainly by small
watercourses including tributaries of the Leven. The area is underlain by mudstones and
sandstones, covered by a thick layer of till.

5.34

Seamer Moor is an open character area, with little woodland cover. There are occasional small
pockets of broadleaf woodland, and some mature trees along minor watercourses. Swathes of
ancient semi-natural woodland are associated with the valley of the River Leven on the boundary
of the character area, and are part of the Leven Valley Woodlands Site of Importance for Nature
Conservation (SINC).

5.35

The primary land use is arable farmland, with medium to large scale fields, enclosed by largely
intact hedgerows and shelterbelts. There are some areas of pasture within smaller scale fields,
particularly around the small villages of Middleton-on-Leven, Seamer and Newby.

5.36

There are the remains of a medieval settlement of Tunstall (earthworks and buried remains) in
the north-east of the character area, which is designated as a Scheduled Monument and is
mentioned in the Domesday Book.

5.37

Seamer is a small, traditional village, with some more modern housing, which lies at the heart of
the character area, and is located at a high point in the landscape. A network of minor roads and
rights of way radiate out of the village. Cycle route 165 passes through Seamer between Hutton
Rudby and Great Ayton in neighbouring character areas. Cycle route 65 passes through the west
of the character area, through Middleton-on-Leven.

5.38

The character area has an overall rural character. A sense of tranquillity is associated with the
River Leven, with the enclosing slopes and mature woodland providing seclusion. Seamer Wind
Farm and overhead power lines have a localised effect on tranquillity in the north-west of the
character area. The Cleveland Hills are a distinctive landmark in views east and south, from more
open, elevated areas e.g. the minor road between Hilton (in neighbouring Stockton-On-Tees) and
Seamer.
Landscape Character Types

5.39

The 1991 LCA identified a number of LCTs within this character area, as shown on Figure 5.4a.
These are described more fully in Appendix 1, and the LCTs within this area are noted below.


The north-eastern and south-western peripheries of the character area are defined as
intensively farmed lowland (varied topography), as sub-type 4b, having intermediate
enclosure.



The valley of the Coldpool Beck is identified as part of the linear river landscapes, sub-type 6b
minor river valleys.



North and south of the Coldpool Beck there is intensively farmed lowland (simple topography),
sub-type 5c, being open in terms of enclosure.



The central band running through the character area is defined as intensively farmed lowland
(varied topography), as sub-type 4c, being open in terms of enclosure.



The wooded valley of the River Leven in the west of the character area is identified as part of
the linear river landscapes, sub-type 6a enclosed valleys.
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Figure 5.4a Landscape character types in area 4 Seamer Moor

Table 5.7 Pressures and opportunities for character area 4 Seamer Moor
Theme

Scope

Development

Potential large agricultural buildings that may be out of scale with
the landscape, and impacting on setting of historic features.
Expansion of rural villages.

Transport

Road infrastructure is limited and large scale change unlikely.
Incremental change as part of road upgrading could erode
character.

Energy

Overhead line passes through the north of this area, upgrading
could affect landscape character. Potential interest from wind energy
developers for single turbines on farms.

Habitats and biodiversity

Watercourses are important green corridors, and the valley of the
Leven is well wooded, with potential to provide further links into the
wider landscape.

Climate and climate
change

Diffuse pollution due to sediment in the River Leven. Presence of
invasive species (e.g. Giant Hogweed) along watercourses.
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Landscape Sensitivity Assessment
5.40

Table 5.8 presents an assessment of this character area against the landscape sensitivity criteria
presented in Section 3.
Table 5.8 Sensitivity assessment for character area 4 Seamer Moor
Criteria

Sensitivity description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

Open and gently undulating, rising to a low plateau with
shallow valleys, except in the west along the incised valley
of the River Leven.

Scale (landform and component
landscape features)

Moderate scale, open landscape, with medium to large
arable fields and some smaller scale areas of pasture
around settlements. Many smaller scale landscape features
including hedges, trees and farmsteads.

Landscape pattern and complexity
(including sense of time-depth)

The farmland is enclosed in medium to large fields,
typically enclosed by intact hedgerows and irregular in
shape. There are smaller scale areas of pasture associated
with settlement, including some rectilinear strip fields.
There are occasional small scale broadleaf woodlands. Time
depth lies in the medieval village of Tunstall, where
distinctive earthworks and field systems remain.

Perceptual qualities

A relatively open landscape, with some exposed hill tops
and relatively few trees. Intimacy and enclosure along the
Leven valley. Seamer Wind Farm and overhead power lines
locally reduce tranquillity in the north of the character
area.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual
prominence

Skyline formed by gentle hills, with scattered farmsteads
and small settlements tending to be located on elevated
ground, lending them greater prominence in the landscape.

Visual sensitivities and
intervisibility

Cleveland Hills are a distinctive landmark in views east and
south, from more open, elevated areas. Despite proximity
the character area is not very intervisible with
Middlesbrough to the north.

Landscape and visual sensitivity to general development
5.41

This character area is generally sensitive to development due to its rural character. Much of the
landscape has been modified to provide intensive farmland, and in the north overhead power lines
and Seamer Wind Farm have a localised effect on tranquillity. In the west the River Leven valley
retains naturalistic features such as ancient semi-natural woodland. More elevated locations,
where development would be widely visible, are of greater sensitivity than locations which are
contained by topography.

5.42

Key sensitivities within this landscape include:


tranquil, rural character, with mostly minor roads, scattered farmsteads and small villages;



watercourses, hedgerows and woodland along the River Leven (a SINC) contribute to
important wildlife corridors; and



medieval field systems and enclosures are present around Tunstall.
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Character Area 5 Stokesley Vale
Location and extents

Representative photographs

This character area is located in the northeastern corner of the District, and contains the
small market town of Stokesley, and the village
of Great Ayton, both on the River Leven. It
forms part of the Vale Farmland with Dispersed
Settlement LCT at a county scale, which extends
west across Hambleton and north-east into
Middlesbrough and Redcar and Cleveland. The
Cleveland Hills are located nearby, to the east
and south.

Minor road west of Stokesley, looking towards
the Cleveland Hills

Arable fields north of Stokesley, from the A172

Summary of key characteristics


Intensively farmed lowland area surrounding the market towns of Stokesley and Great Ayton,
on the River Leven.



Very flat floodplain of the upper River Leven and tributary becks.



Trunk roads A172 and A173 pass through the area connecting the market towns with
Middlesbrough and Guisborough to the north, and feeding in to a network of minor roads and
a more dispersed settlement pattern of farmsteads.



Medium scale field pattern, with a predominance of arable crops, some areas of pasture, and
associated network of hedgerows, with some mature hedgerow trees.



The River Leven runs through the centre of this character area from east to west; the river is
unincised and less wooded than further west.



The Cleveland Hills are a distinctive landmark in views east and south.
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Landscape character
5.43

The character area is low-lying and relatively flat, being associated with the flood plain of the
River Leven. The landform rises gently towards the east, into the more elevated foothills of the
Cleveland Hills in character area 7. The Leven passes through the centre of the character area,
from east to west, and is joined by the River Tame from the north-east and the Broughton Bridge
Beck from the east. The course of the Leven is relatively straight in its upper reaches, becoming
more meandering in the west. The landscape is formed of deep alluvial deposits over Jurassic
sedimentary rock. In the north-east the Langbaurgh Ridge is formed of an intrusive basaltic
dyke.

5.44

There are narrow swathes of woodland along the River Leven and its tributary becks, but
otherwise woodland cover is relatively scarce within this character area. There are occasional
small pockets of broadleaf woodland and forestry.

5.45

The primary land use is arable farmland, with medium scale, largely rectilinear fields, enclosed by
a network of hedgerows with some mature hedgerow trees. There are some small and scattered
areas of pasture.

5.46

Stokesley and Great Ayton have Conservation Areas at their heart. There is a designed landscape
at Cleveland Lodge, east of Great Ayton.

5.47

Stokesley is the largest settlement, and comprises a traditional core surrounded by planned
modern expansion, with a large commercial / industrial estate to the south. A network of minor
roads radiate out of Stokesley, and the A172 links the town to Middlesbrough to the north and the
A19 to the south-west. The A173 connects Stokesley to Great Ayton and Guisborough beyond.
Cycle route 165 passes through the north of the character area and there is a network of rights of
way linking key routes and settlements.

5.48

The character area has an overall rural character, although tranquillity is reduced along road
corridors and around settlements. The character area borders the North York Moors National Park
along the railway line east of Great Ayton, and Roseberry Topping is a distinctive feature in views
north-east from the east of the character area. The Cleveland Hills are a landmark in views south
and east.

5.49

The landscape character around Stokesley is discussed in more detail in Chapter 6.
Landscape Character Types

5.50

The 1991 LCA identified a number of LCTs within this character area, as shown on Figure 5.5a.
These are described more fully in Appendix 1, and the LCTs within this area are noted below.


The majority of the character area is identified as intensively farmed lowland (simple
topography), sub-type 5b, being of intermediate enclosure.



North and south of Stokesley there are small areas of small scale, remnant field pattern (9).



The River Leven is identified as part of the linear river landscapes south-west of Stokesley,
and further divided into sub-type 6a incised, wooded valleys in the west, and 6b minor river
valleys in the east.



North of the River Leven and west of Stokesley is an area of intensively farmed lowland
(simple topography) sub-type 5c, being of open enclosure. Another small area of the same
type is located east of Stokesley.



On the fringes of the character area intensively farmed lowland (varied topography), sub-type
4b, of intermediate enclosure, extends into adjacent character areas.
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Figure 5.5a Landscape character types in area 5 Stokesley Vale

Table 5.9 Pressures and opportunities for character area 5 Stokesley Vale
Theme

Scope

Development

Further expansion of the market town of Stokesley and villages in
the area.

Transport

Incremental change as part of road upgrading could erode rural
character, particularly in association with any settlement expansion.

Energy

Potential interest for solar farm development on extensive level
fields.

Habitats and biodiversity

Potential for landscape enhancements includes widening of riparian
strips. The River Leven forms a key green link through the area.

Climate and climate
change

Flooding across low-lying areas e.g. the River Leven flood plain.
Diffuse pollution due to sediment in the River Leven from erosion
upstream. Presence of invasive species (e.g. Giant Hogweed) along
the River Leven.
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Landscape Sensitivity Assessment
5.51

Table 5.10 presents an assessment of this character area against the landscape sensitivity
criteria presented in Section 3.
Table 5.10 Sensitivity assessment for character area 5 Stokesley Vale
Criteria

Sensitivity description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

A low-lying, flat and open flood plain, rising gently to the
east into character area 7.

Scale (landform and component
landscape features)

The flood plain is of a moderate scale, with medium scale
fields. It contains many smaller scale landscape features
including hedges, trees and farmsteads.

Landscape pattern and complexity
(including sense of time-depth)

The farmland is enclosed in medium scale fields, with a
rectilinear pattern except where bordered by meandering
minor watercourses. There is time depth in the historic
cores of the market town of Stokesley and village of Great
Ayton.

Perceptual qualities

A relatively open landscape, with little woodland cover.
Modern development on the edge of villages erodes the
otherwise rural character.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual
prominence

Skylines are not particularly distinctive within the character
area, and tend to be broken up by occasional mature
hedgerows, or formed by the Cleveland Hills to the south
and east.

Visual sensitivities and
intervisibility

An open landscape, with long distance views often
available e.g. south and east to the Cleveland Hills.

Landscape and visual sensitivity to general development
5.52

This character area is generally sensitive to development due to its rural character. Much of the
landscape has been modified to provide intensive farmland, and modern settlement expansion
and roads have a localised effect on tranquillity. The flat, open nature means that development is
unlikely to be contained by topography. There may be opportunities to enhance more open areas
of landscape through the establishment, or re-establishment, of hedges and trees to screen
development.

5.53

Key sensitivities within this landscape include:


tranquil, rural character, away from main roads and larger settlements;



riparian woodland along the River Leven and its tributary becks contribute to important
wildlife corridors; and



Conservation Areas at the core of traditional market towns and villages.
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Character Area 6 Tees Valley
Location and extents

Representative photographs

The River Tees forms the District boundary
between Sockburn and Yarm. This area includes
the short section of the Tees valley that falls
into Hambleton. Since the boundary follows the
centre line of the river, only the south bank is
within the study area, though the character of
the landscape is similar across the river in
Darlington and Stockton-On-Tees, as well as
upstream in Richmondshire.

Tees Valley from Girsby

The River Tees at Dinsdale Bridge

Summary of key characteristics


Incised valley, with the sinuous river creating a pattern of wide, flat areas of agricultural
floodplain enclosed by steep, wooded, curving valley sides.



Extensive riparian woodland and meadow habitats are a significant wildlife resource.



Sense of tranquillity associated with the seclusion of the riverside.



Dispersed pattern of settlement, including historic farmsteads or manors.



Predominantly arable cultivation, with field boundaries marked by hedgerows, and some areas
of mixed woodland plantation.



Few views out of the incised, wooded valley, giving the area a secluded, tranquil character.

Hambleton Landscape Character Assessment and Sensitivity
Study

41

May 2016

Landscape character
5.54

The River Tees has incised a strongly meandering course through the glacial till that overlies the
surrounding farmland. Steep slopes have been cut by the river, though with areas of flatter
floodplain within the meanders. Several small gills flow into the Tees through steep narrow
gullies in the otherwise gently rolling farmland.

5.55

Gills are thickly wooded with native woodland, as are many of the steeper slopes and most of the
river bank. Adjacent areas are farmed, with mainly arable land and some pasture. Unimproved
grassland remains on occasional steeper slopes. Field sizes vary greatly and boundaries are
generally low hedges with few, but mature, trees. Several mixed plantations are spaced across
this area, adding landscape structure and forming a habitat network. Beverley Wood is identified
as a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC).

5.56

Villages include the small settlement of Low Worsall, comprising older riverside houses and a 20 th
century expansion, and the hamlet of Over Dinsdale. Large farms are dispersed across the area.
The only road crossing of the Tees is at the 19th century Dinsdale Bridge, linking Over Dinsdale
Hall with the church across the river, with two footbridges further upstream. The lime tree avenue
at Over Dinsdale Hall is a distinctive feature. The village of Middleton One Row faces across the
river from the northern bank, but otherwise the opposite side of the river is similarly
undeveloped.

5.57

The Teesdale Way passes through this LCT between Girsby and Low Dinsdale, with views into the
character area as it passes along the north side of the river in county Durham. Cycle route 165
also passes through the area. There is limited road access, with the road between Dinsdale and
Girsby, being set back from the valley.

5.58

The pattern of views is fairly contained by the shape of the valley – framed along the river, but
more open on higher ground, sometimes restricted by hedgerows. The river is somewhat hidden
in the landscape by its low-lying nature, given away by the sunken woodland. Views to Middleton
One Row are available from Over Dinsdale. A sense of tranquillity is associated with the riverside
and mature woodland, with the enclosing slopes providing seclusion. Limited road access or built
development means this area is quiet and peaceful, particularly along the river banks. However, it
is on the flight path of Durham Tees Valley Airport to the north.
Landscape Character Types

5.59

The 1991 LCA identified a number of LCTs within this character area, as shown on Figure 5.6a.
These are described more fully in Appendix 1, and the LCTs within this area are noted below.


Most of the area was defined as intensively farmed lowland (varied topography), with the
central area around Over Dinsdale classed as having intermediate enclosure (sub-type 4b),
and open (sub-type 4c) to either side, at Girsby and Low Worsall.



Small parts of the area were also defined as linear river landscapes, with the wooded gills
south of Sockburn, and west of Low Worsall classed as wooded valleys (sub-type 6a), and a
section of Staindale Beck and Saltergill Beck classed as minor river valley (sub-type 6b).
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Figure 5.6a Landscape character types in area 6 Tees Valley

Table 5.11 Pressures and opportunities for character area 6 Tees Valley
Theme

Scope

Development

Potential large agricultural buildings that may be out of scale with
the landscape, and impacting on setting of historic features.

Transport

Road infrastructure is limited and large scale change unlikely.
Incremental change as part of road upgrading could erode
character.

Energy

Unlikely to be a key issue for this area.

Habitats and biodiversity

Areas of good woodland cover could provide the foundation of a
green network in this area.
Potential for landscape enhancements includes widening of riparian
zone, diversification of woodlands groups and plantation. Landscape
partnership with Lower River Tees (Stockton), “Trees for the Tees”

Climate and climate
change

Flooding across low-lying areas along the River Tees.
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Landscape Sensitivity Assessment
5.60

Table 5.12 presents an assessment of this character area against the landscape sensitivity
criteria presented in Chapter 3.
Table 5.12 Sensitivity assessment for character area 6 Tees Valley
Criteria

Sensitivity description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

The complexity of the topography, with frequent variation
between steep side slopes and flat floodplain, makes this a
sensitive attribute of the character area. Some areas away
from the river, are less sensitive, where perceived as
gently rolling farmland.

Scale (landform and component
landscape features)

The river and gills are sensitive features, small and
intimate, whereas the more open farmland is less sensitive
in terms of scale.

Landscape pattern and complexity
(including sense of time-depth)

Increased sensitivity of riparian woodland and the river
itself, as distinctive attributes. Sensitivity decreases for
open farmland area, but some sensitivity attached to
historic farmsteads or manors.

Perceptual qualities

The river provides a sense of tranquillity and closeness to
nature which could be compromised by development that
conflicts with these qualities.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual
prominence

Skylines are generally indistinct, with few small-scale
landmarks such as church spires, small buildings on hills
tops, or river crossings forming key features.

Visual sensitivities and
intervisibility

Much of the river is enclosed by wooded valley sides, and
not immediately overlooked. The sunken band of woodland
associated with the river and gills forms a feature in some
views from the wider area. Some long, channels views
along the length of the river.

Landscape and visual sensitivity to general development
5.61

The Tees Valley is generally sensitive to built development along its length, but particularly in the
more incised and wooded areas. There are sensitive landscape features such as the riparian
woodlands and the traditional settlement of Low Worsall. The Teesdale Way traverses parts of
this character area, emphasising its importance as a corridor for wildlife and people. Historic
character is reflected in bridges and features the length of the river, such as the church at Girsby,
and more recent infrastructure only has a localised influence.

5.62

Key sensitivities within this landscape include:


tranquillity of the linear river landscape, and its associated wildlife value (including SINC at
Beverley Wood).



historic features, such as Over Dinsdale and medieval settlement at High Worsall.



influence of modern agriculture on field patterns, boundaries and wildlife value.



recreational corridors including the Teesdale Way and cycle routes 52 and 165.
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Character Area 7 Broughton and Kirkby Basin
Location and extents

Representative photographs

The character area is located in the north-east
corner of the District, surrounded by the
Cleveland Hills to the east and south. It forms
part of the Sandstone Moors Foothills LCT at a
county scale, which forms the clear western
edge of the North York Moors. The villages of
Great Broughton and Kirkby in Cleveland are
located on its northern boundary.

Minor road near Carlton-in-Cleveland, looking
towards the Cleveland Hills

Broughton Beck at Great Broughton

Summary of key characteristics


Transitional area of sloping farmland between the steep scarp of the Cleveland Hills, and the
flatter vale farmland surrounding Stokesley.



A network of arable and pastoral fields divided by a network of hedgerows, often containing
mature hedgerow trees, and some small blocks of plantation.



Numerous well-wooded becks flow from the Cleveland Hills.



Historic villages of Great Broughton and Kirkby in Cleveland.



Overlooked by the Cleveland Hills to the east and south, forming a clear boundary and
prominent landmark to the south, and providing a sense of enclosure..
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Landscape character
5.63

The character area comprises the lower slopes of the Cleveland Hills which rise up to the south
and east. The landform is gently sloping, rising from approximately 100 m in the north to over
150 m in the south, on the boundary with the North York Moors National Park. Numerous wooded
becks cross the character area, from south to north, including Ingleby Beck and Otter Hills Beck in
the north. Geologically the area remains distinct from the Cleveland Hills, sharing a mudstone
foundation with the areas to the north.

5.64

There are narrow swathes of woodland along the numerous becks which cross the gentle slopes,
notably at Chapelgarth, as well as mature trees along the disused railway which runs between
Great Broughton and Ingleby Greenhow. Elsewhere there are occasional small, regular shaped
broadleaf woodlands and forestry, as well as mature trees associated with Easby Hall in the north
of the character area.

5.65

The primary land use is agricultural, with arable and pastoral fields contained by hedgerows and
occasional hedgerow trees.

5.66

The joined villages of Kirkby in Cleveland and Great Broughton both have Conservation Areas at
their core. At Little Broughton there is a Scheduled Monument focused on a deserted medieval
village, with visible earthworks either side of the Little Broughton Beck. There is a designed
landscape at Easby Hall, a Georgian country house.

5.67

Kirkby in Cleveland and Great Broughton are the largest villages, and a network of minor roads
connects the flatter vale farmland around Stokesley to the north with the North York Moors
National Park to the south and east. Cycle route 165 passes through the north of the character
area at Easby, and a network of rights of way link key routes and settlements.

5.68

The character area has an overall rural and tranquil character, with only minor roads and small
settlements. The character area borders the North York Moors National Park along the railway line
and minor roads beneath the steep scarp slopes of the Cleveland Hills. These hills provide a sense
of enclosure and are the focal point of views south and east.
Landscape Character Types

5.69

The 1991 LCA identified a number of LCTs within this character area, as shown on Figure 5.7a.
These are described more fully in Appendix 1, and the LCTs within this area are noted below.


The upper slopes in the south of the character area are defined as intensively farmed lowland
(varied topography), of sub-type 4a, enclosed, which extends east into the North York Moors
National Park.



The central part of the character area is defined as intensively farmed lowland (varied
topography), of sub-type 4b, intermediate enclosure.



The lower slopes in the north of the character area are part of the intensively farmed lowland
(simple topography) sub-type 5b, being of intermediate enclosure.



The parkland landscape at Easby Hall in the north of the character area is Estate Landscape
(including parkland), sub type 7b, of general interest.
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Figure 5.7a Landscape character types in area 7 Broughton and Kirkby Basin

Table 5.13 Pressures and opportunities for character area 7 Broughton and Kirkby Basin
Theme

Scope

Development

Potential large agricultural buildings that may be out of scale with
the landscape, and impacting on setting of historic features such as
historic villages and the estate landscape at Easby.

Transport

Road infrastructure is limited and large scale change unlikely.
Incremental change as part of road upgrading could erode
character.

Energy

Unlikely to be a key issue for this area.

Habitats and biodiversity

Potential for landscape enhancements includes widening of
woodland along becks, and potential connections to habitat projects
in the North York Moors National Park.

Climate and climate
change

Unlikely to be a key issue for this area.
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Landscape Sensitivity Assessment
5.70

Table 5.14 presents an assessment of this character area against the landscape sensitivity
criteria presented in Section 3.
Table 5.14 Sensitivity assessment for character area 7 Broughton and Kirkby Basin
Criteria

Sensitivity description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

A gently sloping area, contained by a steeply rising scarp
slope to the south and more gently rising slopes to the
east, in the North York Moors National Park.

Scale (landform and component
landscape features)

Of moderate scale, with small to medium scale, regular
fields enclosed by hedgerows. Human scale features
includes trees and farmsteads.

Landscape pattern and complexity
(including sense of time-depth)

The farmland comprises small to medium scale fields
enclosed by hedgerows. The pattern is simple and
rectilinear for the most part, with occasional regular
plantations of mature broadleaf and coniferous woodland,
and narrow strips of woodland along becks. Time depth is
evident in the historic villages and deserted medieval
village at Little Broughton.

Perceptual qualities

Surrounded by the Cleveland Hills to the south and east.
Tranquil, rural feel with only small settlements and minor
roads.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual
prominence

Skyline to the north and west is undefined, and usually
broken by hedgerows and scattered mature hedgerow
trees. To the south and east the skyline is formed by the
higher ground outside of the character area.

Visual sensitivities and
intervisibility

Intervisible with the North York Moors National Park,
including Cringle Moor, Urra Moor, Greenhow Moor and
Ingleby Moor. Visible from parts of the long distance
Cleveland Way which runs parallel to the National Park
boundary.

Landscape and visual sensitivity to general development
5.71

This character area is generally sensitive to development due to its rural character, and its
proximity to the North York Moors National Park. Any development in this area will be highly
visible from elevated locations within the National Park to the east and south, including key
viewpoints such as the Captain Cook Monument. The generally smaller scale of this landscape
indicates higher sensitivity to large agricultural buildings, for instance, than the more intensive
farmland to the north. There are opportunities to enhance the landscape around the National
Park edge through tree and hedge planting, which would also improve habitat links with the
surrounding landscape.

5.72

Key sensitivities within this landscape include:


visibility from the higher ground of the North York Moors National Park;



tranquil, rural character, with only minor roads and small settlements;



riparian woodland along the numerous becks contribute to important wildlife corridors;



parkland landscape at Easby, and the medieval village at Little Broughton; and



Conservation Areas at the core of the historic villages of Kirkby in Cleveland and Great
Broughton.
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Character Area 8 Far Hill
Location and extents

Representative photographs

This small character area extends across Far Hill
(257m), east of the village of Knayton, on the
edge of the North York Moors, at the eastern
edge of the District. It forms part of the
Sandstone Moors Foothills LCT at a county
scale, which forms the western edge of the
North York Moors. Although only a small area is
within the study area, Far Hill is part of the
wider ridge running north and south from this
point.

Far Hill from minor road to the west, near
Knayton

Far Hill from minor road to the north

Summary of key characteristics


A distinctly rounded and well-wooded hill, an outlier of the Hambleton Hills escarpment,
forming one of the highest points in the District;



A patchwork of plantation, arable fields and pasture.



Access limited to local roads on the outskirts of the character area.



Seen in views from nearby recreational routes including cycle routes within the District, and
footpaths or bridleways within the North York Moors National Park.
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Landscape character
5.73

Far Hill is a broad conical hill, an outlier of the Hambleton Hills escarpment, with a bedrock
geology of sandstone from the Middle Jurassic period, cut by glacial meltwater or retreating ice. It
is one of the highest points within the District. A number of small springs flow from underlying
aquifers, draining from the hill and feeding into becks on lower ground.

5.74

Large areas of woodland plantation cover the hill, and a television station is located at the top.
There are a number of small disused quarries. The field pattern is irregular, with some small and
some large fields used for both arable crops and pasture. Field boundaries tend not to be marked
by hedgerows, but by post and wire fences, often with mature trees. The woodland represents
some wildlife cover, with some areas having more biodiversity than others.

5.75

The villages of Upsall and Kirby Knowle are located on the southern boundary of the character
area, and a number of dispersed properties or farmsteads are located to the south and west.
Kirby Knowle Castle notably occupies a commanding position on the southern side of the hill. The
village of Kirby Knowle is at the site of a medieval settlement which is a Scheduled Monument.

5.76

Local roads define the north, east and southern boundaries of the character area, though access
into the area is limited, comprising mainly farm tracks. The road to the southern boundary forms
the eastern end of cycle route 71, connecting with route 65, which passes along the eastern
boundary. There are no rights of way mapped for the area.

5.77

The area marks a transition from the edge of the District into the Hambleton Hills and North York
Moors. The topography and woodland provides a sense of enclosure, and heightens a sense of
rurality. Locally, the hill screens views of the steeper main scarp that marks the western boundary
of the North York Moors National Park. There is some visibility across the broad hill top, from
paths within the National Park, from where Far Hill from a distinct feature.
Landscape character types

5.78

The 1991 LCA identified two LCTs within this character area, as shown on Figure 5.8a. These
are described more fully in Appendix 1, and the LCTs within this area are noted below.


Forming the central park, and covering the majority of the area, Far Hill (257m Above
Ordnance Datum (AOD)) was classified as an isolated minor landform (LCT3), though
considerable higher than most other areas classified as this type.



The area surrounding the hill and forming its immediate context was classified as intensively
farmed lowland (varied topography) (sub-type 4a, enclosed).
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Figure 5.8a Landscape character types in area 8 Far Hill

Table 5.15 Pressures and opportunities for character area 8 Far Hill
Theme

Scope

Development

Unlikely to be the focus of pressure for development. Past evidence
of quarrying. Sensitive to large agricultural buildings which may
appear prominent in this hillside location.

Transport

Unlikely to be a key issue for this area, due to limited road access.

Energy

Unlikely to be a key issue for this area

Habitats and biodiversity

Opportunities for improving the biodiversity of woodland cover, and
improvements to field margins. Strong links to the National Park to
the east.

Climate and climate
change

Woodland cover contributes to carbon sequestration.
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Landscape Sensitivity Assessment
5.79

Table 5.16 presents an assessment of this character area against the landscape sensitivity
criteria presented in Chapter 3.
Table 5.16 Sensitivity assessment for character area 8 Far Hill
Criteria

Sensitivity description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

One of the highest points in the District, a distinct, broad
conical hill, with a wide, flat hill top.

Scale (landform and component
landscape features)

A relatively large scale topographical feature, effectively an
extension of the sandstone hills pattern which forms the
edge of the North York Moors.

Landscape pattern and complexity
(including sense of time-depth)

Simple land cover of extensive plantation on the steepest
slopes of the hills, with arable fields and grazing elsewhere.

Perceptual qualities

A productive rural landscape. The area marks the edge of
the Hambleton, as it connects to the landscape of the
North York Moors. Relatively inaccessible. A television mast
tops the hill.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual
prominence

Wide round wooded hill creating the local skyline. A distinct
feature in views from the Moors.

Visual sensitivities and
intervisibility

Area overlooked at close proximity by Moors. Overlooks
the Vales to the west.

Landscape and visual sensitivity to general development
5.80

Far Hill is a distinct round hill, typical of the pattern which forms the edge of the Hambleton Hills
and North York Moors National Park, but extending west of the main scarp. It is an inaccessible
location, but visible across a long distance across the Vales of Mowbray and of York. Its
prominent location at the fringe of the National Park renders the area highly sensitive to
development. The high level of woodland across the hill also indicates sensitivity, with strong
green network links to the National Park that could be strengthened to the west also.

5.81

Key sensitivities within this landscape include:


the prominence of the location as a distinct rounded hill top seen in the context of the
Hambleton Hills;



the proximity of the area to the North York Moors National Park; and



the primarily rural and tranquil character of the area.
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Character Area 9 Thirn Upland Fringe
Location and extents

Representative photographs

This character area forms the eastern-most
corner of the District, with the Yorkshire Dales
located a few kilometres to the west. It forms
part of the Moors Fringe LCT at a county scale,
which extends north into Richmondshire and
south into Harrogate. The villages of Burill and
Thornton Watlass mark the eastern boundary,
with the smaller village of Thirn at the centre.

Farmland west of Thirn

Hedgerows near Thirn, looking towards the
Yorkshire Dales

Summary of key characteristics


Transitional landscape between the vale landscapes to the east and the Yorkshire Dales to the
west, with the upland of the Dales visible from more open locations.



Elevated and more undulating than character areas to east, with a varying sense of enclosure
due to rolling landform.



Small to medium field pattern, with extensive areas of pasture/grazing and as well as arable
crops.



Numerous areas of woodland, including estate woodland and mature specimen trees as at
Thornton Watlass Estate.



Pattern of small villages and farmsteads with buildings of local stone or brick.
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Landscape character
5.82

This character area covers the easternmost corner of the District. It is an undulating area, the
highest in the east, forming a transition into the Yorkshire Dales further west. It is underlain by a
mixture of millstone grit and diamicton superficial deposits. The River Ure forms much of the
western boundary.

5.83

Much of the area is intensively farmed, a mixture of arable crops and pasture in a small to
medium field pattern, often delineated by hedgerows and mature trees. There are a number of
plantation woodlands, and woodland associated with the estate landscapes at Thornton Watlass
and Clifton Castle.

5.84

Clifton Castle is a 19th century country house on the site of a 14th century castle. Thornton
Watlass Hall is a Georgian country house. A burial mound (Gospel Hill Tumulus) east of Thornton
Watlass is a Scheduled Monument. A second tumulus, also a Scheduled Monument, is located
north of Cowling.

5.85

The small village of Thirn is located at the centre of the character area, with the villages of
Cowling, Burrill and Thornton Watlass on the eastern boundary. Thornton and Watlass are
mentioned as separate villages in the Domesday Book. Scattered farmsteads and cottages are
distributed evenly across the area. There are relatively few rights of way. A bridleway connects
Thornton Watlass to Halfpenny Houses, near Clifton Castle.

5.86

The nature of the undulating topography gives a varying sense of enclosure and openness, with
occasional views towards the nearby Yorkshire Dales, and across a long distance to the North York
Moors. There is a sense of tranquillity associated with the rolling countryside.
Landscape Character Types

5.87

The 1991 LCA identified three LCTs within this character area, as shown on Figure 5.9a. These
are described more fully in Appendix 1, and the LCTs within this area are noted below.


Much of the area is defined as intensively farmed lowland (varied topography), having
intermediate enclosure (sub-type 4b).



A linear area along the eastern boundary of the character area, and including the
Conservation Area of Thornton Watlass and the estates of Thornton Watlass and Clifton
Castle, is classed as an estate landscape of general interest (sub-type 7b).



A narrow section of the south-western boundary along the River Ure, is defined as a linear
river landscape, sub-type 6a, incised wooded valley.
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Figure 5.9a Landscape character types in area 9 Thirn Upland Fringe

Table 5.17 Pressures and opportunities for character area 9 Thirn Upland Fringe
Theme

Scope

Development

Potential large agricultural buildings that may be out of scale with
the landscape, and impacting on setting of historic features.

Transport

Unlikely to be a key issue for this area, due to limited road access.

Energy

There may be opportunities to provide farms with small scale
renewable sources of energy.

Habitats and biodiversity

Opportunities to support sustainable practices and diversification in
agriculture.

Climate and climate
change

Opportunities for small-scale renewables and more sustainable
drainage and waste management.
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Landscape Sensitivity Assessment
5.88

Table 5.18 presents an assessment of this character area against the landscape sensitivity
criteria presented in Section 3.
Table 5.18 Sensitivity assessment for character area 9 Thirn Upland Fringe
Criteria

Sensitivity description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

A consistently undulating topography, with the steeply
incised north side of the Ure river valley on the southern
boundary.

Scale (landform and component
landscape features)

Scale mainly determined by lack of large modern built
development, and by frequent undulations in topography,
though open in places.

Landscape pattern and complexity
(including sense of time-depth)

Small to medium field pattern, and pattern of small natural
features – minor water courses, small woodland groups
etc, though some larger areas of plantation exist.

Perceptual qualities

Traditional countryside feel of small settlements and
farmsteads connected by a network of minor roads, and
few overt modern elements of large scale. Time depth of
estate landscape to the east and south.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual
prominence

Localised high points created enclosure and seclusion in
dips in undulations, and due to their elevation often permit
longer views across neighbouring landscapes, including to
the Dales, west.

Visual sensitivities and
intervisibility

Development on high points would likely be prominent,
locally and further afield. Some intervisibility with Dales to
the west.

Landscape and visual sensitivity to general development
5.89

The Thirn Upland Fringe is generally sensitive to built development due to its rural tranquillity,
and current lack of overt modern built elements. It occupies an elevated area set back from key
settlements and routes, giving it a quiet countryside feel, enhanced by the picturesque estate
landscapes at Thornton Watlass and Clifton Castle. It is a transitional landscape between the
open vale and the hills of the Yorkshire Dales further west, and as such is likely to be sensitive to
large-scale development. There are important relationships across the River Ure to the southwest and cross-boundary effects of any development must be considered. The smaller scale of
the landscape, compared to the vale to the east, and the frequency of woodlands, also indicate
higher sensitivity.

5.90

Key sensitivities within this landscape include:


the impression of a tranquil countryside, set back from modern development;



the visual prominence of high points, locally and further afield; and



the setting of estate landscapes at Thornton Watlass and Clifton Castle.
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Character Area 10 Bedale Farmland
Location and extents

Representative photographs

This character area is located in the east of
Hambleton, and includes the market town of
Bedale and the village of Crakehall. It forms the
most northerly part of the Magnesian Limestone
Ridge LCT at a county scale, which extends
south across a large part of Harrogate. The
character area also covers the small villages of
Langthorne and Hackforth.

View across farmland towards Bedale

Oscar Hill from the B6268

Summary of key characteristics


A gently undulating area, generally broad, open and large in scale, with some localised areas
of enclosure associated with woodland.



The small market town of Bedale with its historic market place, and buildings dating from as
early as the 13th Century.



A mix of arable and grazing land in a small-medium scale field pattern, noticeably smaller
than that of the vales, with boundary hedgerows.



A pattern of small, dispersed woodland plantations and coverts, with more extensive woodland
at Bedale Park and Bedale Golf Club.



A transitional landscape between the Vales to the east and Dales to the west.
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Landscape character
5.91

The gently undulating topography of the character area has a plateau-like quality, with relatively
little variation in elevation. Bedale Beck passes between Crakehall, Kirkbridge and Aiskew and
Bedale. There are several small water bodies distributed across the area. Generally, the area feels
relatively open and large in scale, with some localised areas of enclosure associated with
woodland.

5.92

The farmland surrounding the settlements comprises a mix of arable crops and pasture. The field
pattern is small-medium in scale, divided by hedgerow field boundaries, often with mature trees.
A scattered network of small, dispersed mixed woodland plantations and coverts exists, as well as
larger areas of woodland associated Bedale Park, to the north-west of the market town.
Langthorne New Covert and Langthorne Marsh are neighbouring Sites of Importance for Nature
Conservation (SINCs) north of Crakehall.

5.93

Both Bedale and Crakehall are Conservation Areas, Crakehall, with its 5-acre village green
overlooked by Crakehall Hall, and Bedale with its historic market place and buildings dating from
as early as the 13th Century. Bedale Park was established as a medieval deer park before
becoming a more formal designed parkland in the early 18th century. Part of Hornby Castle Park,
a registered Historic Park and Garden, forms the most northerly part of the character area, and
open area of the gardens, studded with parkland trees. The Wensleydale Heritage Railway passes
through Bedale, from Leeming Bar to Crakehall, continuing west in to Richmondshire.

5.94

The larger settlements of Bedale, Aiskew and Crakehall are located in the southern half of the
character areas, with smaller villages such as Hackforth, Langthorne and Kirkbridge located in the
north. The A864 is an important route through the area connecting with Northallerton. A bypass
between Bedale and Leeming Bar is due to open in autumn 2016. Cycle route 71 passes through
the area, and there are several rights of way connecting settlements.

5.95

The southern part of the character area contains higher levels of human activity associated with
larger settlements and infrastructure, while the north part feels more rural in character. While the
Yorkshire Dales are relatively close, views towards them tend to be limited to elevated positions.

5.96

The landscape character around Bedale is discussed in more detail in Chapter 6.
Landscape Character Types

5.97

The 1991 LCA identified a number of LCTs within this character area, as shown on Figure 5.10a.
These are described more fully in Appendix 1, and the LCTs within this area are noted below.


The northern area mainly defined as intensively farmed lowland (varied topography). A small
area north-east of Crakehall is defined as having intermediate enclosure (sub-type 4b), while
a larger section of the area around Crakehall and directly north of Crakehall is open (sub-type
4c).



Much of the southern area, and part of the northern area (the eastern boundary), is classed
as intensively farmed lowland (simple topography). The area north of Bedale has intermediate
enclosure (sub-type 5b), while the northern section, and the area south of Bedale is classed
as open (sub-type 5c).



A small area on the southern boundary is defined as an estate landscape of particular historic
interest (sub-type 7a), at Thorp Perrow registered Historic Park and Garden, while another
small area in the north, west of Hackforth (part of Hornby Castle Park, a registered Historic
Park and Garden), is classed as an estate landscape of general interest (sub-type 7b).



A small area east of Bedale/Aiskew is classed as type 9 small scale, remnant field pattern.
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Figure 5.10a Landscape character types in area 10 Bedale Farmland

Table 5.19 Pressures and opportunities for character area 10 Bedale Farmland
Theme

Scope

Development

There is a high demand for housing in this area, particularly around
Bedale and Aiskew, but also affecting villages.

Transport

Bedale, Aiskew and Leeming Bar bypass due to open in autumn
2016, as part of the upgrading of the A1(M).

Energy

There may be opportunities to provide farms with small scale
renewable sources of energy.

Habitats and biodiversity

Opportunities to support sustainable practices and diversification in
agriculture.

Climate and climate
change

Opportunities for small-scale renewables and more sustainable
drainage and waste management.
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Landscape Sensitivity Assessment
5.98

Table 5.20 presents an assessment of this character area against the landscape sensitivity
criteria presented in Section 3.
Table 5.20 Sensitivity assessment for character area 10 Bedale Farmland
Criteria

Sensitivity description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

An open, gently undulating plateau-like area.

Scale (landform and component
landscape features)

Overall open and large in scale, with some localised
enclosure, e.g. along Bedale Beck.

Landscape pattern and complexity
(including sense of time-depth)

A fairly regular pattern of small-medium scale fields lined
by hedgerows and mature trees. Sense of time depth
associated with historic features, such as medieval deer
parks at Bedale and Hornby.

Perceptual qualities

Higher levels of human activity in the south connected with
settlements and roads, and a quieter rural character in the
north.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual
prominence

Relatively indistinctive skylines formed by local undulations
and pocket woodlands.

Visual sensitivities and
intervisibility

Overlooked by the Yorkshire Dales, but with views towards
them limited to a few elevated positions.

Landscape and visual sensitivity to general development
5.99

The Bedale Farmland is a settled and active landscape, particularly in the south around Bedale
and Crayke. In the north, a network of smaller villages and farmsteads are connected by minor
roads, giving a greater sense of being within the countryside. The rural nature of the landscape
indicates sensitivity to built development, particularly at larger scales. As well as the market
town of Bedale, there are traditional villages and estate features which will be sensitive to
development. In more open locations there may be opportunities to enhance the landscape
through woodland and hedgerow planting, tying into the good landscape structure around Bedale.

5.100 Key sensitivities within this landscape include:


the setting of key settlements Bedale and Aiskew, and Crayke;



boundaries with estate landscapes in the north and south; and



the management of clearly defined field boundaries.
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Character Area 11 Watlass Hills
Location and extents

Representative photographs

This character area is located in the east of
Hambleton, to the south-west of Bedale. It
forms a northerly part of the Magnesian
Limestone Ridge LCT at a county scale, which
extends south across a large part of Harrogate.
The villages of Burill and Thornton Watlass are
located on its north-western boundary, and the
village of Well is located on its south-eastern
boundary.

Rolling pasture and shelterbelt near Thornton
Watlass

View from Watlass Moor Lane

Summary of key characteristics


An elevated area of mainly east-facing slopes, with a distinct line of small, rounded, elongated
hills west of Snape and Thorp Perrow, often with associated woodland, and a localised ridge
forming west of Well.



Intensive arable farmland covers much of the area in a large scale field pattern, as well as
some smaller areas of pasture, field boundaries typically lined with hedgerows, though
sometimes open.



A pattern of small and large woodland plantations and shelterbelts.



An area of dispersed farmsteads and minor roads, with small conservation villages on the
periphery of the character area (Thornton Watlass, Well, and West Tanfield) often marking a
change in character.
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Landscape character
5.101 A distinct line of small, rounded, elongated hills west of Snape and Thorp-Perrow marks an
elevated area of mainly east-facing slopes. Distinctive rounded hills, elongated from west to east,
are often with associated pockets of woodland. Topography rises steeply at Well, markedly higher
than the Vales, rising up to around 150m Above Ordnance Datum (AOD). There is a clear
association with water, the village of Well marking the location of a historic spring which feeds
Well Beck. There is a small limestone quarry at Gybdykes.
5.102 Intensive arable farmland is the prevailing land cover, typically in a large scale field pattern, but
there are some smaller areas of pasture too. Field boundaries tend to be lined with hedgerows,
but occasionally remain open. A scattered network of woodland plantation also exists. There are a
number of Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs) in the area, particularly in the
south.
5.103 There are relatively few settlements in this area, except for the villages on the periphery of the
character area – Burrill, Thornton Watlass and Binsoe on the western boundary and Well on the
eastern boundary. Thornton Watlass and Well are Conservation Areas, both mentioned in
Domesday Book. A round barrow at Binsoe is a Scheduled Monument. Elsewhere settlement
mainly comprises scattered farmsteads. The B6268 passes through the area, and several minor
roads.
5.104 There is a varied pattern of enclosure and openness associated with the rolling topography. With
relatively few settlements connected by minor roads, the countryside appears relatively tranquil.
There are attractive views available looking east across the vales from the village of Well.
Landscape Character Types
5.105 The 1991 LCA identified a number of LCTs within this character area, as shown on Figure 5.11a.
These are described more fully in Appendix 1, and the LCTs within this area are noted below.


Most of the area was defined as intensively farmed lowland (varied topography), varying
between intermediate enclosure (sub-type 4b) where woodland pockets are more prevalent,
and open (sub-type 4c).



The northern part is mainly classed as intensively farmed lowland (simple topography), being
open (sub-type 5c), as well as a small area to the west.
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Figure 5.11a Landscape character types in area 11 Watlass Hills

Table 5.21 Pressures and opportunities for character area 11 Watlass Hills
Theme

Scope

Development

Unlikely to be a key issue for this area, but developments could
impact on estate landscape in neighbouring character areas, such as
Thorp Perrow and Snape Castle, Thornton Watlass, and Clifton
Castle.

Transport

Unlikely to be a key issue for this area.

Energy

There may be opportunities to provide farms with small scale
renewable sources of energy.

Habitats and biodiversity

Opportunities to support sustainable practices and diversification in
agriculture.

Climate and climate
change

Opportunities for small-scale renewables and more sustainable
drainage and waste management.
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Landscape Sensitivity Assessment
5.106 Table 5.22 presents an assessment of this character area against the landscape sensitivity
criteria presented in Section 3.
Table 5.22 Sensitivity assessment for character area 11 Watlass Hills
Criteria

Sensitivity description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

A distinct line of small round hills, forming a clear
repetitive pattern within the character area.

Scale (landform and component
landscape features)

Smaller scale of distinct knolls in the north of the character
area, compared with larger scale variation in the south.
Pockets of woodland a key element within are area with
few modern or large-scale component features.

Landscape pattern and complexity
(including sense of time-depth)

A simple, regular large scale field pattern, with few
localised area of pasture on steeper slopes. Repeated
pattern of open farmland and pocket woodlands.

Perceptual qualities

A quiet and tranquil farmland landscape with few
settlements connected by minor roads, and little in the way
of large scale built development.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual
prominence

Localised skylines created by rolling hills, sometimes
topped with woodland pockets. A relatively enclosed
landscape.

Visual sensitivities and
intervisibility

Overall, a visually contained landscape, but with some
locations having longer views east across the Vales, e.g.
from the village of Well.

Landscape and visual sensitivity to general development
5.107 The Watlass Hills are generally sensitive to built development due to the quiet rural character and
lack of large scale built development. Development on hill tops would be locally prominent, and
may appear against the skyline in longer views. This is a transitional landscape at the edge of the
Vale of Mowbray, with a close relationship to the Ure valley to the south and west, including part
of the Nidderdale AONB. It is a relatively small scale landscape, compared to the more open vale
to the east, and has a good landscape structure of woodland and hedges that could be improved,
creating new links to wildlife sites within or adjacent to the Rive Ure.
5.108 Key sensitivities within this landscape include:


the tranquil rural character of the rolling countryside;



the simplicity of the landcover; and



the local visual prominence of hill top locations.
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Character Area 12 Snape and Upsland Lowland
Location and extents

Representative photographs

This character area is located in the east of the
District, south of Bedale. It includes the villages
of Snape, Carthorpe and Kirklington. It forms a
northerly part of the Magnesian Limestone Ridge
LCT at a county scale, which extends south
across a large part of Harrogate.

Thorp Perrow designed landscape

Henges near Nosterfield

Summary of key characteristics


Flat or gently undulating topography, typically 30-50m Above Ordnance Datum, with Snape
Mires indicating a substantial area of wet, boggy ground used for grazing, and a significant
wet grassland area at the sand and gravel pits of Nosterfield Quarry.



A small to medium scale pattern of long rectilinear fields of pasture, atypical of Hambleton, is
a notable feature between Snape and Carthorpe.



A mix of small and large plantations, large estate woodlands and shelterbelts.



A dispersed pattern of farmsteads and villages connected by minor roads, including the
conservation villages of Snape and Kirklington with their expansive village greens.



An unusual juxtaposition of historic landscapes (the designed landscapes of Snape, Thorp
Perrow and Camp Hill, as well as the ancient Thornborough Henges), next to large scale
mineral operations at Nosterfield.
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Landscape character
5.109 This wet, low-lying area averages an elevation of around 30-50m Above Ordnance Datum (AOD),
and is marked by mires, bogs, ings, becks and stells. The topography is flat with small
undulations.
5.110 The northern part of the character area is mainly given over to grazing (especially between Snape
and Carthorpe), while there is a higher incidence of arable land to the south. A small to medium
scale pattern of long rectilinear fields of pasture, atypical of Hambleton, is a notable feature
between Snape and Carthorpe, though difficult to observe in this flat landscape. Snape Mires is a
particularly wet and boggy area.
5.111 The landscape at Nosterfield is markedly modified by large scale minerals operations, where a
Local Nature Reserve for over 200 bird species has been created, also a Site of Importance for
Nature Conservation (SINC). There are some considerable areas of woodland associated with
estate landscapes at Thorp Perrow, Snape and Camp Hill, as well as a number of smaller
woodland pockets.
5.112 Thorp Perrow is a registered Park and Garden, comprising pleasure grounds, lakes and an
arboretum open to visitors, with Snape Castle directly to the south, a former medieval deer park.
Camp Hill Estate is a smaller designed landscape, now used as an activity centre. Thornborough
Henges, to the east of Nosterfield is a large Scheduled Monument, forming part of an important
Neolithic and Bronze Age ritual landscape, whose setting has been impacted by quarrying. The
villages of Snape and Kirklington are Conservation Areas, with distinctive limestone and mottled
brick buildings and large village greens. The B6267 passes through the area, connecting with a
wider network of minor roads.
5.113 This area has a sense of rural tranquillity, particularly in proximity to its picturesque estate
landscapes. The Snape Mires are inaccessible relative to the wider landscape, and have a quiet
character as a result.
Landscape Character Types
5.114 The 1991 LCA identified a number of LCTs within this character area, as shown on Figure 5.12a.
These are described more fully in Appendix 1, and the LCTs within this area are noted below.


A small part of the southern area, around Sutton Howgrave, is classed as intensively farmed
lowland (varied topography), sub-type 4c open.



Most of the area is defined as intensively farmed lowland (simple topography). Camp Hill
plantation is classed as being enclosed (sub-type 5a), with most of the central area classed as
having intermediate enclosure (sub-type 5b). The eastern boundary, part of the northern
boundary, and a large area in the south, are classed as being open (sub-type 5c).



The registered Park and Garden of Thorp Perrow (and Snape Castle) in the north, is identified
as an estate landscape of particular historic interest, while the country house at Camp Hill is
defined as an estate landscape of general interest (sub-type 7b).
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Figure 5.12a Landscape character types in area 12 Snape and Upsland Lowland

Table 5.23 Pressures and opportunities for character area 12 Snape and Upsland
Lowland
Theme

Scope

Development

Ongoing sand and gravel extraction, and proposals for expansion of
these sites. Future restoration of existing works presents
opportunities for landscape.

Transport

Incremental change as part of road upgrading along minor routes
could erode character.

Energy

Potential demand for solar farms on flatter ground.

Habitats and biodiversity

A series of SINCs, including the local nature reserve at Nosterfield,
have potential to form a wider network of landscape structure and
habitat links.

Climate and climate
change

Flooding across low-lying areas e.g. Snape Mires.

Hambleton Landscape Character Assessment and Sensitivity
Study

73

May 2016

Landscape Sensitivity Assessment
5.115 Table 5.24 presents an assessment of this character area against the landscape sensitivity
criteria presented in Section 3.
Table 5.24 Sensitivity assessment for character area 12 Snape and Upsland Lowland
Criteria

Sensitivity description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

A gently undulating landscape, with ground rising to the
west.

Scale (landform and component
landscape features)

A relatively open large-scale landscape, with some
localised areas having a more intricate historic field
pattern, and estate woodland a clear feature.

Landscape pattern and complexity
(including sense of time-depth)

Some extensive areas of intensive agriculture, but also
evidence of historic strip field arrangements associated
with villages, e.g. west of Carthorpe. Estate landscapes
and associated woodland significant in providing sense of
time depth.

Perceptual qualities

A quiet and rural area, with relatively few overt signs of
modern development, except for the extensive mineral
workings at Nosterfield creating a highly modified
landscape.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual
prominence

Indistinct skylines formed by local undulations in
topography and land cover such as hedgerows and
woodland. A sense of a gradual transition between Vale
and Dales.

Visual sensitivities and
intervisibility

Limited intervisibility within the character area due to
undulating topography. Clear views across the area from
the village of Well to the south-west.

Landscape and visual sensitivity to general development
5.116 The Snape and Upsland Lowlands character area is generally sensitive to built development due to
its sense of tranquillity and picturesque estate landscapes. The low-lying areas such as Snape
Mires are overlooked from adjacent higher ground, and large-scale development could be
intrusive in these settings. There are areas of remnant traditional field boundaries with more
cohesive hedges that are also sensitive. The nationally important Neolithic and Bronze Age ritual
landscape centred on Thornborough Henges includes a range of monuments besides the three
visible henges, and is part of a wider legacy of historic monuments along the limestone ridge
landscapes. Later features include the nationally-recognised estate landscape of Thorp Perrow,
one of a number of tourist attractions in the area. The area therefore has historical and
recreational sensitivities.
5.117 Key sensitivities within this landscape include:


the impacts of sand and gravel extraction on geomorphology and landscape setting;



the setting of nationally designated estate landscapes (Thorp Perrow) and historic ritual
landscapes (Thornborough Henge); and



watercourses, wetland areas, hedgerows and native woodland that contribute to important
wildlife corridors.
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Character Area 13 Leeming Corridor
Location and extents

Representative photographs

This linear character area extends across the A1
road corridor, and is located west of the River
Swale, with Leeming and Leeming Bar at its
centre. It forms part of the Settled Vale
Farmland LCT at a county scale, which extents
east across much of the Vale of Mowbray. It
includes the villages of Kirkby Fleetham,
Scruton, Londonderry, Exelby, Burneston,
Pickhill and Sinderbury.

Farmland near Little Fencote

A1(M) at Sinderby Lane

Summary of key characteristics


A varied topography, gently undulating throughout, with a subtle central ridge in the north,
petering out in the south into a lower, broader, and more open topography.



Intensive arable farmland is prevalent throughout, typically in a large scale field pattern with
hedgerows marking boundaries, with relatively few trees or woodland groups.



The A1 motorway forms a central spine, north-south across the character area, and can be
seen and/or heard from much of the character area.



A central hub of activity around Leeming, including the RAF station, industrial estate and
business park at Leeming Bar, and forthcoming Bedale, Aiskew and Leeming Bar bypass.



A strong sense of the large scale of the lowland area between the Yorkshire Dales and North
York Moors, with a vast, open sky.
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Landscape character
5.118 The topography is relatively varied, gently undulating overall, but with some large flat areas, and
with a small prominent ridge in the north, corresponding with the edge of the underlying
Magnesian Limestone ridge. There are several small ponds and lakes, with stells and becks
flowing east into the Swale.
5.119 The field pattern is variable, a mix of large open fields in flatter areas as well as small historic
field patterns around many of the villages in this character area, comprising a mix of both arable
crops and pasture. Field boundaries are typically formed by hedgerows, with some open. There
are relatively few woodland pockets within the character area, particularly in the southern part.
The airfield at RAF Leeming occupies a large space between the A1 and the River Swale. There is
a large industrial estate at Leeming Bar.
5.120 There are a number of Scheduled Monuments in this character area, reflecting its medieval and
Roman history, from Healam Bridge Roman Fort and vicus (settlement), to the medieval
settlement of Swainby, a well-preserved site, comprising evidence of a grange and field system,
fish ponds, and buried remains associated with a former abbey. The A1 also follows the route of
Dere Street, a Roman road. There are a number of estate landscapes at Killerby Hall, Scruton
Park and Theakston Hall.
5.121 The A1 motorway forms a central spine, north-south across the character area, following the ridge
line in the north, though visually contained by motorway embankments, and passing through the
lower, more open landscape in the south. Bedale, Aiskew and Leeming Bar bypass due to open in
autumn 2016, as part of the upgrading of the A1(M). These major roads are noticeable features,
highlighted by the movement and noise of the traffic. Some areas are disconnected by the
motorway, with several minor roads between the Swale and A1, leading to dead ends or nothrough roads.
5.122 The area is well-settled with numerous villages, and the community at RAF Leeming. The villages
of Kirkby Fleetham and Scruton are located in the north, with Burneston, Pickhill, and Sinderbury
in the south. Leeming Bar, Leeming, Londonderry and Exelby are located at the centre of the
character area. A central hub of activity is focussed around Leeming and Leeming Bar, where the
A1 intersects with the A684 between Northallerton and Bedale, and where the Bedale, Aiskew and
Leeming Bar bypass will join. Cycle route 71 passes through the northern part of the area, and
there are several rights of way connecting settlements. Wensleydale Heritage Railway passes west
from Leeming Bar, restored in the 1990s with funding from the Ministry of Defence. Kirkby
Fleetham, Scruton, Burneston and Pickhill are all Conservation Areas.
5.123 The openness of this landscape gives a strong sense of the extensive lowland of the vales lying
between the upland landscape of the dales and moors. The road corridor of the A1 can be seen
and/or heard from much of the character area, diminishing the tranquillity which might otherwise
be associated with the surrounding farmland. This is further diminished by the presence of large
industrial buildings at Leeming Bar and at RAF Leeming.
Landscape Character Types
5.124 The 1991 LCA identified a number of LCTs within this character area, as shown on Figure 5.13a.
These are described more fully in Appendix 1, and the LCTs within this area are noted below.


Most of the area is intensively farmed lowland (simple topography). South of Leeming and
west of the A1 (M) this is of sub-type 5c open. North of Leeming and east of the A1 (M) this is
of sub-type 5b intermediate enclosure.



In the north there is a strip of intensively farmed lowland (varied topography) along the A1
(M) corridor, mainly open (sub-type 4c) with some intermediate enclosure (sub-type 4b)
around Goskins.



Killerby in the far north and Theakston in the south-west are Estate Landscapes (including
parkland) and both are of general interest (sub-type 7b).



There are some small areas of small-scale, remnant field pattern south of Kirkby Fleetham
and north of Leeming. North of Kirkby Fleetham is an Isolated minor landform.
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Figure 5.13a Landscape character types in area 13 Leeming Corridor

Table 5.25 Pressures and opportunities for character area 13 Leeming Corridor
Theme

Scope

Development

There is a high demand for housing and industry around Leeming
Bar, and for additional housing associated with existing villages.

Transport

Bedale, Aiskew and Leeming Bar bypass due to open in autumn
2016, linked to the recent upgrading of the A1(M). There is the
potential to re-use a disused railway between Northallerton and
Ripon.

Energy

There may be opportunities to provide farms with small scale
renewable sources of energy.

Habitats and biodiversity

Opportunities to support sustainable practices and diversification in
agriculture, and to enhance riparian habitats.

Climate and climate
change

Opportunities for small-scale renewables and more sustainable
drainage and waste management.
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Landscape Sensitivity Assessment
5.125 Table 5.26 presents an assessment of this character area against the landscape sensitivity
criteria presented in Section 3.
Table 5.26 Sensitivity assessment for character area 13 Leeming Corridor
Criteria

Sensitivity description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

A gently undulating landscape overall, with a small
prominent ridge in the north, and some wide flat areas in
the south and west.

Scale (landform and component
landscape features)

The A1 road forms a long spine through the character area,
a prominent and overt large-scale human feature. The
openness of the landform gives an sense of the large scale
of the Vale of Mowbray.

Landscape pattern and complexity
(including sense of time-depth)

The landscape is used as a significant transport corridor, a
productive farmland and contains an RAF airbase. It is
well-settled, with a number of small historic villages. Time
depth also lies in the origins of the A1 as a Roman Road,
as well as Roman and Middle Age Scheduled Monuments.

Perceptual qualities

An area where human activity is clearly present, with
numerous overt signs of modern development.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual
prominence

The openness of this landscape gives a sense of the
vastness of the vales between the dales and moors.

Visual sensitivities and
intervisibility

Intervisibility with adjacent landscapes is relatively limited,
as even in this flat landscape, gentle undulations provide
separation between rises and dips.

Landscape and visual sensitivity to general development
5.126 The Leeming Corridor contains several overt signs modern development, including major roads,
intensive agriculture, large scale industrial units, overhead power lines, masts, and the RAF
airbase. These features indicate reduced sensitivity to development at a range of scales, with
opportunities for development of larger buildings and other features, such as solar parks, in this
context. Further transport infrastructure improvements are likely to occur in this landscape,
reflecting its long history as a transport route. This history does reflect some sensitivities such as
Roman and medieval features. Away from the main road corridor, there are relatively
inaccessible locations which retain a strong sense of rurality, including Conservation Area villages,
where sensitivity is locally higher. There are opportunities to enhance landscape and habitat links
with the adjacent River Swale.
5.127 Key sensitivities within this landscape include:


transport and circulation, noise and light pollution;



Conservation Area villages and Scheduled Monuments; and



settlement boundaries and pressure for housing development.
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Character Area 14 Swale Lowlands
Location and extents

Representative photographs

This character area covers the low-lying farmed
landscape east of the River Swale, at the centre
of the District. It includes the market town and
administrative centre of Northallerton, as well as
the villages of Romanby, Ainderby Steeple, and
Yafforth, west of the town, South Otterington
and Kirby Wiske to the south, and the large
village of Brompton to the north. It forms part
of the Settled Vale Farmland LCT at a county
scale, which extends east across much of the
Vale of Mowbray.

River Wiske at Newby Wiske

Howe Hill near Yafforth

Summary of key characteristics


A gently rolling topography, with some areas being particularly flat and open.



A network of major and local roads and railways converging at Northallerton, a historic market
town and the administrative centre of Hambleton and North Yorkshire.



A patchwork of medium-large scale mainly arable farmland, with boundary hedgerows, mature
hedgerow trees and small plantation woodlands, forming multi-layers in views across the
rolling topography.



The River Wiske, open and meandering, forming a localised corridor of grazing land.



A strong sense of the large scale of the lowland area between the Yorkshire Dales and North
York Moors, with a vast, open sky..
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Landscape character
5.128 This character area, forming part of the Vale of Mowbray, has a gently rolling and low-lying
topography, with the River Wiske passing through this character area from north to south. The
floodplain of the River Swale marks the western boundary. The town of Northallerton sits on the
eastern boundary, overlooked by the rising topography of the neighbouring Bullamoor Farmland
character area. The River Wiske meanders through a relatively wide and shallow valley.
5.129 Intensive arable farmland prevails, with some pasture in a patchwork of medium-large scale fields
with boundary hedgerows, mature hedgerow trees and small plantation woodlands. South of
Northallerton there is a clear pattern of small-scale pasture associated with the River Wiske. The
Wiske is generally open with a narrow riparian zone, and few, small tree groups. There is a small
Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC) at Stub House Ponds, adjacent to the
dismantled railway south of Northallerton. An overhead power lines passes across the northwestern corner of the character area.
5.130 There are several Conservation Areas within this character area, including the historic centre of
Northallerton and the villages of Brompton, Romanby, Ainderby Steeple, and Newby Wiske. There
are also several estate landscapes in the south, including at Solberge Hall and Lodge, Otterington
Hall and Sion Hill Hall. Scheduled Monuments include remains of a motte and bailey castle at
Howe Hill, and at Northallerton (also the site of a Bishops‟ palace), Lazenby Hall medieval village
and a moated site at Danby Wiske. Though not immediately apparent in the landscape, the site of
Battle of Northallerton in 1138 (the Battle of Standard) is located just north of the town, marked
by a small monument. County Hall is a notable building within the town.
5.131 The historic market town of Northallerton is the administrative centre of Hambleton, and North
Yorkshire, with a population of around 16,000 according to the 2001 census, the largest town in
the District. The East Coast Main Line passes through the town, branching to Eaglescliffe (east),
and Bedale (west). Several roads converge at the town including the A167, A168, and A684.
Cycle route 71 passes through Northallerton, Yafforth and Thrintoft.
5.132 The repeated pattern of fields, hedgerows, trees and woodland groups across the gently rolling
farmland creates multiple layers in views across the area, such as from the neighbouring
character area to the west (Bullamoor Farmland). The extent to which the area is settled gives a
clear sense of a farmed landscape that is intensively worked, though attractive in its rurality.
5.133 The landscape character around Northallerton is discussed in more detail in Chapter 6.
Landscape Character Types
5.134 The 1991 LCA identified a number of LCTs within this character area, as shown on Figure 5.14a.
These are described more fully in Appendix 1, and the LCTs within this area are noted below.


West and south of Northallerton, and in the far north-east around Low Moor the area is mostly
intensively farmed lowland (simple topography), of sub-type 5c open, grading into sub-type
5b of intermediate enclosure in the west of the character area, and with some enclosed areas
(sub-type 5a) around Yafforth.



The Wiske corridor is a Linear River Landscape, of sub-type 6b minor valleys with rough
pasture. There is a smaller landscape of the same type north of Thrintoft along the North
Beck.



Either side of the Wiske north of Northallerton and around Newby Wiske the area is intensively
farmed lowland (varied topography), sub-type 4b of intermediate enclosure.



Solberge and Otterington in the vicinity of Newby Wiske are Estate Landscapes (including
parkland) and both are of general interest (sub-type 7b).



Around Danby Hall there is an Isolated minor landform.
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Figure 5.14a Landscape character types in area 14 Swale Lowlands

Table 5.27 Pressures and opportunities for character area 14 Swale Lowlands
Theme

Scope

Development

High demand for housing in Northallerton, with North Northallerton
Masterplan in position to provide 900 homes and related
infrastructure).
Visibility of overhead electrical wires along the East Coast Main Line.
Potential large agricultural buildings that may be out of scale with
the landscape, and impacting on setting of historic features.

Transport

New link road and bridge proposed as part of North Northallerton
Masterplan.
Expansion of Northallerton railway station.
Electrification of the Middlesbrough – Northallerton railway line.
Potential to use disused railway between Northallerton and Ripon
(crosses south of area at Newby Wiske and Otterington).

Energy

Applications for solar farms coming forward.

Habitats and biodiversity

Opportunities to support sustainable practices and diversification in
agriculture, and to enhance riparian habitats.

Climate and climate
change

Opportunities for small-scale renewables and more sustainable
drainage and waste management.
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Landscape Sensitivity Assessment
5.135 Table 5.28 presents an assessment of this character area against the landscape sensitivity
criteria presented in Section 3.
Table 5.28 Sensitivity assessment for character area 14 Swale Lowlands
Criteria

Sensitivity description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

Gently rolling and low-lying topography, with the wide,
open valley base formed by the River Wiske. Overlooked
by steeply-rising topography of Bullamoor Farmland to the
west.

Scale (landform and component
landscape features)

A relatively large scale and open (rolling) landform overlain
with smaller scale component landscape features (trees,
hedgerows, farms), which provide a degree of enclosure in
places, more so in the north than the south.

Landscape pattern and complexity
(including sense of time-depth)

Medium-large scale intensive, mainly arable farmland as
well as some pasture. Repetitive farmland pattern.
Northallerton centre and historic villages add sense of
time-depth, as well as estate landscapes, and Scheduled
Monuments.

Perceptual qualities

Mainly rural character, a working, well-settled farmed
landscape.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual
prominence

Overall, skylines are not particularly distinctive, through
the rising ridgeline of Bullamoor Farmland is distinctive
adjacent feature. Moors and Dales sufficiently distant not
to form immediate skylines.

Visual sensitivities and
intervisibility

Views across the landscape tend to be filtered or layered
by farmland features. Long-distance views available across
the area, from character areas to the west.

Landscape and visual sensitivity to general development
5.136 The rural character of the area is sensitive to development such as housing and industrial
features, particularly where these appear out of scale with existing human-scale features. There
are areas of existing development, such as the road corridor between Northallerton and Leeming,
where larger scale development has occurred, but further development in these locations may
intensify rather than limit adverse effects on this character area. There are opportunities for
siting larger buildings or solar parks in more contained areas of landscape, while additional screen
planting would benefit landscape structure in more open areas. The area is overlooked from the
rising ground to the east, particularly in the Northallerton area (examined in greater detail in
Chapter 6).
5.137 Key sensitivities include:


The relationship between Northallerton and surrounding farmland, with elevated views
overlooking the town from the west;



Historic village centres and settlement patterns;



The extent to which new development, particularly housing and infrastructure, could locally
erode a sense of rurality; and



Watercourses, hedgerows and native woodland that contribute to important wildlife corridors.
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Character Area 15 Bullamoor Farmland
Location and extents

Representative photographs

The character area, at the centre of the District
covers the farmed landscape east of
Northallerton and north of Thirsk. It forms part
of the Settled Vale Farmland LCT at a county
scale, which extends across much of the Vale of
Mowbray. The villages of Kirkby Sigston,
Thornton-le-Beans, and Thornton-le-Moor are
contained within this character area.

Brompton from Banks Road

Cod Beck

Summary of key characteristics


A varied topography, comprising a localised west-facing, rounded ridge in the west, directly
overlooking Northallerton, and the incised river valley of Cod Beck in the east, with an open
and undulating dip slope separating the two.



A predominance of intensive arable farmland in a large scale field pattern, with some smallerscale pasture, delineated by mature and semi-mature hedgerow trees.



A settlement pattern of scattered farmsteads and villages, connected by a minor road
network.



Overall countryside setting with associated sense of tranquillity.



The distinctive wooded scarp above Cod Beck, providing a localised sense of enclosure.



A general pattern of small, dispersed woodlands, but with larger scale estate woodland west of
Thornton-le-Street.
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Landscape character
5.138 The landform of this character area comprises a shallow, undulating, eastern-facing dip slope,
contained between a round ridge to the west, and a sharper, distinctive fault scarp to the east.
Though not necessarily a prominent or conspicuous feature at a District scale, the topography is a
noticeable feature locally, including from neighbouring character areas. In the east, Cod Beck is
naturally channelled along the lowest point of the dip slope, at the western edge of the steep
scarp slope. A network of watercourses (often-modified by agriculture), drain east into Cod Beck.
5.139 This is predominantly a farmed landscape, with a medium scale field pattern, mainly arable in
flatter areas, with some areas of pasture on steeper slopes. Field boundaries are defined by
hedgerows with trees, many of which have been planted over the past decade or so, as part of
mitigation works associated with the construction of overhead power lines. Overhead lines and
pylons are noticeable vertical features in the east.
5.140 As well as a network of small pocket woodlands and fox coverts, typical of much of the District,
the woodland that covers the steep scarp above Cod Beck is a noticeable feature, an extensive
and elevated band of woodland. This area of woodland (Landmoth, Cotcliffe and Sigston Woods) is
a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC). Two further woodlands to the north (Foxton
Wood and Sigston Castle and Old Thompson‟s Plantations) are also SINCs. There are also a
number of small ponds.
5.141 There are two medieval settlements listed as Scheduled Monuments, at Winton in the north and
Thornton-le-Street in the south, as well as the sites of two castles in the north, Sigston and
Harsley also built in the Middle Ages. There is an extensive estate landscape in the south of the
character area, at Thornton Park and Brawith Hall, and another smaller estate landscape at
Crosby Court in the centre of the character area. In some areas, historic patterns of farming are
evident, for example in features such as parallel tofts and long strip fields, e.g. like those near the
village of Knayton.
5.142 The A168 between Thirsk and Northallerton is the main route through this area, with the A684
skirting the northern boundary connecting Northallerton to the A19. A short section of the A19
crosses the far north-eastern boundary of the character area. Elsewhere, minor roads connect
villages such as Kirkby Sigston, Thornton-le-Beans, and Thornton-le-Moor. There is an even
distribution of rights of way across the area, and Cycle route 71 passes across the area, between
Northallerton and Borrowby.
5.143 Some long distance views are available across the Vale of Mowbray from the ridge in the west,
and from the top of the scarp in the east. From the area between the two ridges, views are more
intermittent depending on topography: from below the steep scarp views to the North York Moors
are locally screened; but from areas such as east of Thornton-le-Beans both the ridge and the
Moors beyond can be seen. Away from the main roads, the character area has a sense of rural
tranquillity, particularly in the area around Cod Beck, where a sense of enclosure and seclusion is
provided by the steep, wooded scarp.
5.144 The landscape character around Northallerton is discussed in more detail in Chapter 6.
Landscape Character Types
5.145 The 1991 LCA identified a number of LCTs within this character area, as shown on Figure 5.15a.
These are described more fully in Appendix 1, and the LCTs within this area are noted below.


South of Northallerton there is a strip of intensively farmed lowland (simple topography), of
sub-type 5c open.



Between Northallerton in the west and the Howl Beck in the east the landscape is intensively
farmed lowland (varied topography), of mainly intermediate enclosure (sub-type 4b) in the
centre and south and open (sub-type 4c) in the north.



The Howl Beck in the north of the area is a Linear River Landscape, of sub-type 6a enclosed
valleys. East of the valley Landmoth forms an Isolated minor landform, and there are further
Isolated minor landforms at Harlsey in the north of the area.
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The Howl Beck joins the Cod Beck near Thornton-le-Beans, which is of sub-type 6b minor
valleys with rough pasture. East of the Cod Beck the landscape is identified as intensively
farmed lowland (simple topography), of sub-type 5b intermediate enclosure.



Crosby Court and Thornton are Estate Landscapes (including parkland) and both are of
general interest (sub-type 7b).

Figure 5.15a Landscape character types in area 15 Bullamoor Farmland

Table 5.29 Pressures and opportunities for character area 15 Bullamoor Farmland
Theme

Scope

Development

There are calls for housing sites to the west of Northallerton, which
would extend development into this character area, on west-facing
slopes. The development area for North Northallerton Masterplan is
also adjacent. Villages may see small-scale expansion.

Transport

Infrastructure relating to development on the edge of Northallerton
would likely affect this character area.

Energy

Consented four-turbine wind farm at Bullamoor. There may be
opportunities to provide farms with small scale renewable sources of
energy.

Habitats and biodiversity

Opportunities to support sustainable practices and diversification in
agriculture, and to enhance riparian habitats.

Climate and climate
change

Opportunities for small-scale renewables and more sustainable
drainage and waste management.
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Landscape Sensitivity Assessment
5.146 Table 5.30 presents an assessment of this character area against the landscape sensitivity
criteria presented in Section 3.
Table 5.30 Sensitivity assessment for character area 15 Bullamoor Farmland
Criteria

Sensitivity description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

The two ridges which enclose this character area are of
higher sensitivity – the rounded ridge to the west, and the
distinctive fault scarp to the east.

Scale (landform and component
landscape features)

The two ridges are relatively small in scale, but in the
context of the wide vale, are distinctive features. Overhead
power lines are a conspicuous feature in the east, standing
out among the smaller features such as hedges, trees and
farmsteads.

Landscape pattern and complexity
(including sense of time-depth)

Overall a medium scale field pattern, with some evidence
of smaller historic strip fields. Some evidence of medieval
settlement.

Perceptual qualities

A sense of rural tranquillity away from major roads,
particularly in the east, by Cod Beck, though overhead
power lines are a conspicuous feature.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual
prominence

The wooded scarp to the east is a locally prominent
feature, in some places screening the skyline of the North
York Moors experienced elsewhere in views east. The
skyline is less distinctive in views west, north and south
across the vale landscape.

Visual sensitivities and
intervisibility

Distinctive long views available west from each enclosing
ridge, and the area is overlooked by the Hambleton Hills
and North York Moors.

Landscape and visual sensitivity to general development
5.147 This character area is generally sensitive to development due to its rural character, but
particularly in secluded areas which tend to have a higher sense of tranquillity. The two ridgelines
which enclose the dip slope are particularly sensitive, as development in these locations would
likely be prominent and visible across a wide area. Larger development in these elevated
locations would also be visible from the nearby National Park to the east. There are areas of good
landscape structure and key green infrastructure links along watercourses that could be enhanced
with additional woodland and hedgerow.
5.148 Key sensitivities within this landscape include:


tranquil, rural character, with mostly minor roads, scattered farmsteads and small villages
that could be sensitive to large-scale development;



higher ground on the ridges to the east and west; and



the western boundary and setting of Northallerton.
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Character Area 16 North York Moors Fringe
Location and extents

Representative photographs

This character area is located on the western
edge of Hambleton, at the boundary with the
North York Moors National Park. It covers some
of the highest ground in the District, and
includes the villages of Borrowby, Knayton,
Felixkirk, Sutton-under-Whitestonecliffe, Bagby
and Carlton Husthwaite. It forms the eastern
part of the Settled Vale Farmland LCT at a
county scale, and adjoins the Sandstone Moors
Foothills to the east.

View of the White Horse from Quarry Banks
near Hutton Sessay

Woodland along the Cod Beck from Bonfire Hill

Summary of key characteristics


Transitional rising ground between the open vale and the foothills of the North York Moors
National Park, including some of the highest land in the District.



Pattern of sandstone villages (e.g. Knayton, Upsall, Borrowby) and farmsteads at the foot of
the Hambleton Hills.



A19 trunk road is a major dual carriageway cutting through this landscape.



From elevated west facing slopes, long views right across the District towards the Yorkshire
Dales.



The northern area is more contained by the ridge feature next to Cod Beck at Landmoth Hall –
though views available from the ridge itself.



This area contributes to the setting of the North York Moors National Park to the east, and is
overlooked from the Cleveland Way and from the Sutton Bank National Park Centre.



Generally a small scale field pattern with much pasture particularly on high ground, with
frequent incidence of hedgerows and trees
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Landscape character
5.149 A transitional area from the higher ground of the North York Moors to the lower ground of the
Vale of Mowbray, this character area has a distinctively rolling topography, with rounded hills and
knolls as well as wide, flat, open areas. Numerous becks and stells feed through the area. The
proximity of the steep scarp of the Hambleton Hills strongly influences an increased sense of
enclosure.
5.150 The field pattern is varied with an overall pattern of large arable fields on flatter ground (more so
in the south and west), small and medium scale pasture on steeper slopes (more so in the north
and east), and several areas where a historic field pattern of long strip fields is evident,
particularly in the north around Borrowby, Knayton, and further east at Over Silton and Kepwick.
5.151 Compared with other areas within the District, there is a high incidence of hedgerows, hedgerow
trees (including oak, beech, ash and holly) and small pocket woodlands, with trees often lining
watercourses. In some areas there are distinctive holly hedgerows. Several of the woodlands are
Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs), including Spring Wood, Snape Wood and
Mencliffe Hag.
5.152 Several villages are Conservation Areas including Borrowby, Knayton, Felixkirk, Sutton-underWhitestonecliffe, Carlton Husthwaite, as well as Thimbleby, Nether Silton, Kepwick, and Kilburn,
small villages at the foot of the Hambleton Hills and North York Moors National Park. The villages
are a distinctive feature of the character area, often having attractive weathered sandstone
buildings with red pantile roofs, and small chapels. Estate landscapes include Upsall Park and
Thirkleby Hall, and there are a number of medieval Scheduled Monuments in the area. The
relationship of the character area to Scheduled Monuments in the neighbouring North York Moors
(including prehistoric monuments) is important, as many overlook the area. Views across the area
are also available from the Kilburn White Horse, which can be seen from the southernmost part of
the character area.
5.153 The A19 passes through this character area in the north, between Ellerbeck and Knayton, and the
A170 cuts across at Sutton-under-Whitestonecliffe - an important route into the North York Moors
from Thirsk. A good network of minor roads connects the many villages and farmsteads of the
area. Cycle routes 65 and 71 pass through the area, and there is a relatively even distribution of
rights of way through the countryside and leading up into the Moors. An overhead power line
passes across much of the character area.
5.154 This character area is quite distinct from other character areas within the county scale Settled
Vale Farmland LCT. The scale and pattern of the topography and landcover lends itself to an
increased sense of rural tranquillity, and the proximity to the Hambleton Hills and North York
Moors gives an impression of intimacy and enclosure, in contrast to the more open and intensively
farmed central vale character areas. The intervisibility of the character area with neighbouring
areas is important, particularly in terms of its relationship with the Moors. The distinctive round
topography of Far Hill is a local landmark in the area around Knayton and Upsall.
Landscape Character Types
5.155 The 1991 LCA identified a number of LCTs within this character area, as shown on Figure 5.16.
These are described more fully in Appendix 1, and the LCTs within this area are noted below.


The area is mainly intensively farmed lowland (varied topography). Along the A19 in the north
and south of the A170 in the south this is open (sub-type 4c). Between the A19 and A170 this
is mainly of intermediate enclosure (sub-type 4b), with some enclosed areas (sub-type 4a) on
the fringes of the Hambleton Hills in the east.



There are Linear River Landscapes along the Howl Beck and Woundales (sub-type 6a enclosed
valleys) and the Cowesby Beck, Little Beck, Spital Beck, Eller Beck, Hood Beck and Thirkleby
Beck (6b minor valleys with rough pasture).



There are a number of Isolated minor landforms, including at Landmoth in the north-west,
along the Spital and Eller Beck in the centre and south-west of Kilburn in the south of the
area.



There are fragmented areas of small-scale, remnant field pattern around Knayton.
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There are Estate Landscapes (including parkland) at Felixkirk and Thirkleby, both being of
general interest (sub-type 7b).

Figure 5.16a Landscape character types in area 16 North York Moors Fringe

Table 5.31 Pressures and opportunities for character area 16 North York Moors Fringe
Theme

Scope

Development

The villages may be subject to new housing development,
potentially near to Conservation Areas.

Transport

Incremental effects of improvements to road corridors e.g. orange
crash barriers on the A170 at Sutton Bank.

Energy

Visually prominent overhead power lines east and west of the A19.

Habitats and biodiversity

Potential to connect with habitat projects in the North York Moors
National Park. Potential to connect with tree planting schemes
around estate landscapes.

Climate and climate
change

Opportunities for small-scale renewables and more sustainable
drainage and waste management.
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Landscape Sensitivity Assessment
5.156 Table 5.32 presents an assessment of this character area against the landscape sensitivity
criteria presented in Section 3.
Table 5.32 Sensitivity assessment for character area 16 North York Moors Fringe
Criteria

Sensitivity description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

A distinct landform within the District, a transition between
the hills and vales. Rolling, rounded hills and knolls
together with wide flat sheltered areas.

Scale (landform and component
landscape features)

There is a clear sense of enclosure and seclusion within
many areas, between or below the rounded hills of the
character area, and due to the proximity of the Hambleton
Hills to the east.

Landscape pattern and complexity
(including sense of time-depth)

General pattern of small and medium scale pasture on
steeper northern and eastern slopes, and larger scale
arable fields in flatter areas to the west and south. Historic
pattern of strip fields present in certain areas (e.g.
Knayton).

Perceptual qualities

There is a clear sense of tranquillity in many places,
particularly in secluded areas away from overt modern
features such as the A19 and overhead power line, where
historic features such as sandstone villages and small field
patterns give a sense of time depth.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual
prominence

The Hambleton Hills form a distinctive skyline, and in
conjunction with rolling hills and knolls, gives a sense of
enclosure in many places. Modern features are prominent
in some locations, but hidden from others.

Visual sensitivities and
intervisibility

The area is overlooked by the Hambleton Hills, and from
some locations views are available across the Vales to the
west.

Landscape and visual sensitivity to general development
5.157 The North York Moors Fringe is generally sensitive to built development, particularly in the most
secluded and tranquil locations. There are many areas just outside the National Park that are of
similar landscape character and quality to adjacent areas within the National Park. The landscape
in this area is small-scale and complex, gradually opening out towards the simpler landscapes of
the Vale of Mowbray to the west. As such this is a transitional area with accordingly higher
sensitivity to large scale development. There are overt modern features in this landscape,
including the A19 and overhead power line, and these have a localised effect on landscape
sensitivity. However, they do not reduce the potential for effects on the National Park fringe that
development in this area could have.
5.158 Key sensitivities within this landscape include:


relationship to North York Moors National Park (adjacent on the eastern boundary),
particularly in terms of intervisibility and setting;



potential for effects on views from the Vale of Mowbray towards the Hambleton Hills;



the sense of tranquillity associated with the most quiet, enclosed rural areas; and



historic features such as villages, small field patterns and estate landscapes, and the
associated sense of time depth.
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Character Area 17 Thirsk Settled Farmland
Location and extents

Representative photographs

This character area is located at the centre of
Hambleton, and is focussed on the market town
of Thirsk, and the surrounding farmed
landscape. It forms a western part of the
Settled Vale Farmland LCT at a county scale,
which extends across much of the Vale of
Mowbray. It includes the villages of Carlton
Miniott and South Kilvington.

Thirsk Railway Station

Farmland near Carlton Miniott

Summary of key characteristics


A gently undulating, open topography, with some areas being particularly flat and open.



The meandering river course of Cod Beck, weaving a thin ribbon of mature broadleaved trees
across the character area.



A network of major and local roads converging at the historic market town of Thirsk, at the
centre of the character area, with Cod Beck passing directly through the town.



Intensive arable farmland in a large scale field pattern surrounds Thirsk, with some smallerscale pasture, particularly associated with Cod Beck and on the edges of Thirsk, and
surrounding villages.
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Landscape character
5.159 This character area has a simple topography, open or gently undulating with some areas being
particularly flat and open, e.g. the area north-west of Thirsk. Cod Beck passes north to south
across the character area, directly through the town, with several other becks and stells feeding in
from surrounding farmland.
5.160 The surrounding farmland is primarily arable, medium or large in scale, but with some smaller
areas of pasture associated with the river, and with the more intricate historic field pattern that
surrounds Thirsk, and villages in the area. Boundary hedgerows often mark the field pattern with
relatively few hedgerow trees, while some boundaries are open. A thin ribbon of mature trees line
the course of Cod Beck. Sowerby Flatts is a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC) at
the centre of Thirsk, an area of historic grazing land. There are relatively few woodland pockets in
the area, but more so in the north-western part.
5.161 The centre of Thirsk is a Conservation Area, as is the village of Sand Hutton to the west.
Scheduled Monuments are focussed on the town and include the earthworks at Thirsk Castle and
a Bronze Age round barrow south of Sowerby called Pudding Pie Hill. The historic field pattern that
surrounds Thirsk is an important feature of its setting.
5.162 The historic market town of Thirsk, the second largest in the District, is located at the centre of
the character area, with the village of South Kilvington to the north, and Carlton Miniott to the
west. A number of roads converge at Thirsk. The A19 passes to the east, whilst the A61, A170
meet at the centre, along with the B1448. The East Coast Main Line railway is located to the west
of the town. Cycle route 657 passes through the town and there are numerous established rights
of way. Thirsk Racecourse is a noticeable feature to the west of the town, as is Breckenbrough
Farm to the north. Two overhead lines cross the eastern part of the character area.
5.163 While the farmland setting of Thirsk gives a sense of the countryside, the proximity of the town,
the convergence of main roads, and the presence of the railway and overhead power lines are
overt signs of modern development. The openness of the topography corresponds with a clear
sense of large scale of the Vale of Mowbray, with a vast expansive sky.
5.164 The landscape character around Thirsk is discussed in more detail in Chapter 6.
Landscape Character Types
5.165 The 1991 LCA identified a number of LCTs within this character area, as shown on Figure 5.17a.
These are described more fully in Appendix 1, and the LCTs within this area are noted below.


Intensively farmed lowland (simple topography) of sub-type 5c open prevails around Thirsk,
except to the north-east of Thirsk and around Breckenbrough in the north-west, where it is of
intermediate enclosure (sub-type 5b). There is a small enclosed area (sub-type 5a) at
Sowerby Parks in the south.



There are fragmented areas of small-scale, remnant field pattern around Thirsk.



There is an isolated minor landform at Ox Moor, south of Thirsk.



There is a small estate landscape (including parkland) of general interest (sub-type 7b) at
Carlton Lodge, west of Thirsk.



The Cod Beck north of Thirsk is a linear river landscape, of sub-type 6b minor river valleys.
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Figure 5.17a Landscape character types in area 17 Thirsk Settled Farmland

Table 5.33 Pressures and opportunities for character area 17 Thirsk Settled Farmland
Theme

Scope

Development

Demand for housing and employment land surrounding Thirsk.

Transport

Potential new station in Thirsk. Ongoing road improvements in and
around Thirsk, and major roads elsewhere, including access to new
development.

Energy

Visibility of overhead electrical wires along the East Coast Main Line.
Applications for solar farms.

Habitats and biodiversity

Opportunities to support sustainable practices and diversification in
agriculture, and to enhance riparian habitats along the Cod Beck.
Opportunities to enhance hedgerows and provision of field trees.

Climate and climate
change

Opportunities for small-scale renewables and more sustainable
drainage and waste management.
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Landscape Sensitivity Assessment
5.166 Table 5.34 presents an assessment of this character area against the landscape sensitivity
criteria presented in Section 3.
Table 5.34 Sensitivity assessment for character area 17 Thirsk Settled Farmland
Criteria

Sensitivity description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

The topography is generally flatter in the west and gently
undulating in the east.

Scale (landform and component
landscape features)

The landform is generally open, being slightly more
enclosed in north-east and north-west. A number of
modern elements are evident, such as overhead lines and
railway infrastructure.

Landscape pattern and complexity
(including sense of time-depth)

Overall a medium-large field pattern, with some areas of
historic small field pattern particularly around Thirsk.

Perceptual qualities

There are several overt signs of modern development.
Noise and activity associated with the town. Rural setting,
but not tranquil.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual
prominence

The vast sky gives a sense of the large scale and openness
of the Vale of Mowbray. Vertical features tend to be quite
overt in this landscape, for example pylons are often seen
against the skyline.

Visual sensitivities and
intervisibility

The area is overlooked by the Hambleton Hills to the east,
and from some locations on the more elevated east and
western edges of the District.

Landscape and visual sensitivity to general development
5.167 The sensitivity of the Thirsk Settled Farmland to general development is primarily about the
relationship between the town, its historic setting (and older field pattern), and the more
intensively farmed landscape forming the wider surroundings. This is explored further in Chapter
6. Away from the main settlement, the openness of the topography and land cover can mean
vertical elements, such as pylons and railway infrastructure, are particularly conspicuous features.
The landscape offers fewer opportunities for siting larger scale development, though low-lying
elements such as solar parks could be accommodated where screening is available. Additional
woodland and hedgerow would enhance landscape structure in this area.
5.168 Key sensitivities within this landscape include:


the setting of Thirsk and its role as a principal town in the District;



views across the area from the Hambleton Hills and North York Moors; and



visibility of modern vertical features.
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Character Area 18 Birdforth Farmland
Location and extents

Representative photographs

This character area is located at the centre of
the District, east of the River Swale and its
confluence with Cod Beck. The farmed low-lying
area includes the villages of Sessay, Hutton
Sessay and Thormanby. It forms the southern
part of the Settled Vale Farmland LCT at a
county scale, which extends across much of the
Vale of Mowbray to the north.

Farmland near Hutton Sessay

Typical rural road with hedgerows

Summary of key characteristics


Very wide and open with a vast sky, a very slightly elevated area that marks the separation
between the Vale of Mowbray and the Vale of York.



Medium-large scale field pattern, largely arable, few hedgerows and hedgerow trees, and
many field boundaries entirely open. Hedgerows tend to be along roadsides rather than
between fields.



Conspicuous vertical structures throughout this area, including vertical infrastructure
associated with railway and overhead power lines.



A19 trunk road between Thirsk and Easingwold, East Coast Main Line, and network of minor
roads



Narrow riparian margins associated with becks, with some associated woodland.



Views east to the Hambleton Hills.



Larger areas of plantation woodland on southern boundary of character area, south of Little
Sessay.



Small villages and farmsteads of red brick with pantile roofs.
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Landscape character
5.169 The topography of this area is very even, sloping almost imperceptibly from elevations of around
20m in the west to 60m in the east. Over most of the landscape there is little topographical
variation, with shallow rises such as Eldmire Hill south of Dalton having prominence well above
their stature. A series of watercourses cross this landscape from east to west, passing through a
range of alluvium and other deposits, including glacial lake bed sediments. These have produced
loamy soils of moderate to very good agricultural value.
5.170 The soil quality has led to an intensive agricultural landscape, primarily composed of large arable
fields that are of recent origin. Improved pastures are mainly found around villages, where older
field patterns are still prevalent, and along the becks. This is clearly seen in the area east of
Sessay, where small pastoral strip fields surround the village, and irregular pastoral fields extend
along the Birdforth Beck. Many field boundaries have been lost from this area, and those that
remain tend to be low, closely clipped hedges or post and wire fences. A few field boundary trees
remain, particularly in pastoral areas, and hedges tend to be more substantial in these locations
also. A number of small plantations occur, though only in the south of the area, where there are
substantial mixed woodlands at Pilmoor, does this become a key influence. Pilmoor is designated
as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) for the extent and quality of its fen vegetation (wet
heathland and woodland), with a neighbouring Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC)
covering Sessay Wood.
5.171 Villages in the area are small and linear in form. Sessay has a particularly distinctive layout,
spread over 1km along a single street, with the parish church quite separate at the southern end.
The houses tend to be brick built, while the church is limestone with a spire that is widely visible.
Transport corridors pass through, including the main line railway with its overhead cables, and the
A19. Overhead power lines cross the area. Large farmsteads and agricultural buildings are a
feature across the area, and tend not to be screened by farm woodlands as they are elsewhere in
the District.
5.172 The cycle route 657 passes through Sessay, and there are rights of way across the area,
particularly in the south. The open nature of the landscape allows long views, with focal points of
the Hambleton Hills seen in the east. There are low but prominent hills, and vertical
infrastructure often appears on skylines. The openness of the landscape emphasises the vast sky.
Although rural, the intensive nature of the landscape does not produce a sense of tranquillity.
The villages in their settings of small fields are less affected by this intensification.
Landscape Character Types
5.173 The 1991 LCA identified a number of LCTs within this character area, as shown on Figure 5.18a.
These are described more fully in Appendix 1, and the LCTs within this area are noted below.


The majority of the area is Intensively farmed lowland (simple topography) of sub-type 5c
open, with some areas of intermediate enclosure (sub-type 5b) on the northern and southern
moorland fringes.



There is a small Estate Landscape (including parkland) of general interest (sub-type 7b) at
Sessay.



The southern end of the Thirkleby Beck is a Linear River Landscape, of sub-type 6b minor
river valleys, partially enclosing a small triangular area of intensively farmed lowland (varied
topography) of intermediate enclosure (sub-type 4b).
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Figure 5.18a Landscape character types in area 18 Birdforth Farmland

Table 5.35 Pressures and opportunities for character area 18 Birdforth Farmland
Theme

Scope

Development

Further large/functional agricultural and agri-industrial buildings,
including those associated with Dalton Industrial Estate. Unlikely to
be significant residential development pressure.

Transport

Further upgrades to the A19 may be promoted, bypassing villages
on the road.

Energy

A solar farm has been developed in the area, though it integrates
well into its setting. Depending on siting further development could
be more visible. Overhead line passes through this area, upgrading
could affect landscape character.

Habitats and biodiversity

Limited habitat network at present, though becks that cross the area
have some trees. Further network links would also enhance
landscape structure. Protection of fen vegetation at Pilmoor SSSI.

Climate and climate
change

Further intensification of agriculture due to climate change could
lead to continued pressure on remaining field boundaries and trees.
Changes in agricultural practices could give rise to substantive
change in this intensive area. Loss of ash trees would further erode
the character of this area.
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Landscape Sensitivity Assessment
5.174 Table 5.36 presents an assessment of this character area against the landscape sensitivity
criteria presented in Section 3.
Table 5.36 Sensitivity assessment for character area 18 Birdforth Farmland
Criteria

Sensitivity description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

Wide and open with little topographical variation, with
some small rises in topography a noticeable feature in this
context.

Scale (landform and component
landscape features)

Medium-large scale field pattern, with conspicuous modern
features, e.g. overhead power lines, railway infrastructure.

Landscape pattern and complexity
(including sense of time-depth)

Modern intensive agriculture prevails, with some evidence
of smaller scale historic pasture around villages.

Perceptual qualities

Rural, but not tranquil due to intensification of agriculture,
breakdown of field boundaries, and scale of openness.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual
prominence

Vast and open landscape, with long views interrupted in
places by vertical infrastructure features. Hambleton Hills
are a focus of views east.

Visual sensitivities and
intervisibility

Sensitivity connected with long, open views across this
landscape.

Landscape and visual sensitivity to general development
5.175 The Birdforth Farmland is sensitive to further intensification of its agricultural landscape.
Intensification has led to an increase in the openness of the area, due to loss of trees and
hedgerows, and as a result new vertical features (large agricultural buildings, overhead power
lines, wind turbines etc) are likely to be highly visible. Lower-lying development such as solar
farms may be more readily accommodated since there are fewer elevated locations from where
they would be overlooked. There are opportunities to enhance the remaining landscape structure
with benefits for wildlife and green infrastructure.
5.176 Key sensitivities within this landscape include:


the openness of the landscape and long views available;



pressure for further agricultural intensification;



suitability of sites for solar farms; and



historic field patterns and the immediate setting of villages.
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Character Area 19 Ure Floodplain
Location and extents

Representative photographs

This small character area is located on the
western edge of the District, as the River Ure
passes through the village of West Tanfield,
north of Ripon. It forms part of the River
Floodplain LCT at a county scale, in this location
intersecting the larger Magnesian Limestone
Ridge LCT. The River Floodplain LCT passes
through and along the western edge of
Hambleton, north into Richmondshire, and west
into Harrogate.

River Ure at West Tanfield

Summary of key characteristics


Broad river, often shallow and gravelly, meandering across a widening floodplain.



Historic valley sides and river banks can be seen in the landscape, suggesting the historic
shifts in river meanders.



Magdalen Wood on the steep slopes of the western valley, with woodland being a feature of
the river banks.



Historic character of the village and associated medieval sites linked across the valley
landscape.



Pattern of large irregular arable fields on the floodplain and smaller fields around the village.



Transitional landscape between the steep valley and the open floodplain.
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Landscape character
5.177 The Ure forms the District boundary, with the north bank of the river within Hambleton. The river
emerges from a narrow, steep sided valley west of Tanfield Lodge, where the watercourse has cut
into layers of Carboniferous millstone grit. It then meanders strongly across a broadening
floodplain composed of alluvium and glacial sand and gravel. The latter extends northward into
the Nosterfield area where these resources have been extensively exploited, as they have been on
the river banks just south of the District boundary. The gravelly river bed is crossed by weirs at
two places.
5.178 The steep valley sides in the west of this area host dense mixed woodland, particularly around
Tanfield Lodge and south of West Tanfield. This wooded landscape gradually gives way to more
intensive agriculture further east, although trees remain a feature of the river bank itself,
reducing the prominence of the flood banks. Woodland becomes more dominant again around
North Stanley and nearby gravel pits. Many of these woods are Sites of Importance for Nature
Conservation (SINCs). Small fields cluster around West Tanfield, with larger enclosures on the
floodplain.
5.179 West Tanfield is the only village in the area, centred on a Main Street parallel to the river, and
linked to the A6108 bridge over the Ure. Marmion Tower, a 15th-century gatehouse, stands by
the river adjacent to the 13th-century church. The deserted medieval village of East Tanfield is
around 2 km downstream, and there are medieval earthworks to the west at Magdalen Field. A
disused railway passes north of the village.
5.180 Upstream, the river valley is enclosed and the dense woodland which provides a secluded setting
for the Ripon Rowel Walk that follows the south bank of the river, but there is little public access
on the north side. The river here forms the boundary of the Nidderdale AONB that extends to the
south and west. Further downstream, the landscape opens out though woodland marks the
presence of the river.
Landscape Character Types
5.181 The 1991 LCA identified a number of LCTs within this character area, as shown on Figure 5.19a.
These are described more fully in Appendix 1, and the LCTs within this area are noted below.


The Ure Valley is identified as a Linear River Landscape, of sub-type 6a incised, wooded
valleys.



To the north of the Ure there are farmland fringes, which is classified in the west as
intensively farmed lowland (varied topography), of intermediate enclosure (sub-type 4b), and
in the east as intensively farmed lowland (simple topography), either with intermediate
enclosure (sub-type 5b) or open (sub-type 5c).
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Figure 5.19a Landscape character types in area 19 Ure Floodplain

Table 5.37 Pressures and opportunities for character area 19 Ure Floodplain
Theme

Scope

Development

Some potential for development pressure around West Tanfield,
including infill given the open layout of the village. Sand and gravel
extraction on floodplain, with possible impacts on historic
environment.

Transport

Potential for reuse of disused railway as a cycle route or footpath,
and/or riverside walks, with connections to the Ripon Rowel Walk on
the south side.

Energy

Some potential for solar farms on flat land.

Habitats and biodiversity

Strong green network features in dense riparian woodland that could
benefit from links into the wider landscape.

Climate and climate
change

Flooding across low-lying areas, and potential demand to upgrade
defences. Increased sediment arising from erosion upstream. e.g.
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Landscape Sensitivity Assessment
5.182 Table 5.38 presents an assessment of this character area against the landscape sensitivity
criteria presented in Section 3.
Table 5.38 Sensitivity assessment for character area 19 Swale
Criteria

Sensitivity description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

The steeper landforms in this area are of higher sensitivity
to development. Flatter areas at the foot of slopes will be
of reduced sensitivity as development would be against the
backdrop of woodlands. Open flood plain areas would be
of more moderate sensitivity subject to other
considerations.

Scale (landform and component
landscape features)

The scale of this landscape increases to the east, with the
small scale valley in the west broadening steadily. The
landscape around West Tanfield is of small scale and higher

Landscape pattern and complexity
(including sense of time-depth)

The valley landscape is relatively complex with a variety of
features including historic buildings and earthworks, local
parkland influences and riparian woodland. Sensitivity is
increased due to the historic context of the village and
small fields around it. Greater time depth is represented in
former river bank patterns fossilised in field boundaries.

Perceptual qualities

A quiet, rural landscape, the wooded river valley has a high
level of tranquillity, only interrupted by the A6108 crossing
the Ure. There are many secluded locations and nearby
sand and gravel extraction has little influence on the
character of this area.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual
prominence

Wooded skylines of the raised valley sides are of higher
sensitivity, being visible from all locations within the valley.
Skylines become less prominent in the east as the valley
sides drop away.

Visual sensitivities and
intervisibility

The valley landscape is not overlooked from other areas,
though in the wider vale to the east the river retains some
presence due to the continuous riparian woodland.

Landscape and visual sensitivity to general development
5.183

The Ure Valley landscape is generally of higher sensitivity to development, particularly in the
west where it is at the edge of the Nidderdale AONB. The smaller scale and historic character of
the landscape would not easily accommodate extensive built development. Losses of woodland or
riparian trees would adversely affect this landscape, as these are characteristic features. As it
opens out to the east, the general sensitivity of the landscape reduces due to the broadening of
scale and pattern. However, extension of sand and gravel extraction into this area could
adversely impact on the historic features within the valley, which are linked through their
positions in the landscape.

5.184 Key sensitivities within this landscape include:


tranquil character along much of the riverside;



traditional pattern and buildings in West Tanfield;



extensive riparian woodland forms a significant habitat resource and landscape structure;



AONB designation and opportunities for recreational links along the valley; and



important historical sites with connections to West Tanfield village.
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Character Area 20 Swale Floodplain
Location and extents

Representative photographs

This linear character area passes across the Vale
of Mowbray in the western part of the District,
between Kiplin to the north and Skipton-onSwale to the south. It forms part of the River
Floodplain LCT at a county scale, which passes
north into Richmondshire and south into
Harrogate. It includes the villages of Great
Langton and Maunby.

Raised flood banks near Great Langton

Open riverside of the River Swale

Summary of key characteristics


A wide river, long and meandering, set in a broad expansive floodplain.



Some notable woodland associated with the river in the north, particularly with designed
landscapes e.g. at Kiplin Hall, Langton Hall, elsewhere with narrow bands of mature
broadleaved trees.



Evidence of modifications and engineering works in the floodplain, notably of long, raised flood
banks , and sand and gravel extraction, both current and historic.



Pattern of large irregular arable fields within the floodplain.



Clear sense of being in a flat and low-lying landscape, with openness of views dictated by
vertical features such as a woodland, buildings and berms.
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Landscape character
5.185 The topography is very flat, forming the broad flood plain of the River Swale. Distinctive berms,
built as flood defences, snake across the open floodplain, often set back from the main course of
the river. The river itself is a wide, open expanse of water with large meanders and bare gravel on
its eroded banks. Numerous becks and stells drain the farmland to the east and west, feeding into
the larger river.
5.186 The primary land use is arable agriculture, with large-scale, irregularly shaped fields. There is
evidence of sand and gravel extraction in some areas e.g. at Kiplin. There is a disused airfield in
the south, west of Sand Hutton, now used for poultry farming.
5.187 The Swale is lined by narrow, linear strip of riparian woodland, with wet grassland on the banks of
the Swale in places. Woodland cover is more strongly associated with the northern part of the
Swale, between Kiplin Estate and Thrintoft, with fewer trees in the south. There are Sites of
Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs) in the north of the area, associated with the River
Swale and associated pools.
5.188 There are few bridging points over the River Swale. Where these exist, there are small
settlements e.g. Great Langton in the north. The historic core of Maunby is a Conservation Area.
There are several (non-designated) designed landscapes adjacent to the river, including Kiplin,
Langton and parts of Scruton and Sion Hill Hall.
5.189 Minor roads cross the flood plain at bridging points and the A684 crosses at Morton-on-Swale.
There are rights of way along the river south of Morton-on-Swale, crossing the river at Maunby
via the disused railway line, and on both sides of the river north of Skipton-on-Swale. Cycle route
71 crosses the Swale between Kirkby Fleetham in neighbouring character area 13 and Great
Langton, before heading south along the river to Thrintoft.
5.190 The landscape is very flat and open, although the openness of views is dependent on the presence
of vertical features e.g. trees/woodland/buildings/berms. There are some views in from
neighbouring character areas, but relatively few bridging points connecting these areas.
Landscape Character Types
5.191 The 1991 LCA identified a number of LCTs within this character area, as shown on Figure 5.20a.
These are described more fully in Appendix 1, and the LCTs within this area are noted below.


The corridor of the River Swale is identified as a Linear River Landscape, of sub-type 6d river
course within broad floodplain (tree-lined), becoming more open south of Kirkby Wiske. The
River Wiske, a tributary of the Swale, is sub-type 6b minor river valleys.



In the north of the character area either side of the Swale is identified as intensively farmed
lowland (simple topography), of intermediate enclosure (sub-type 5b), with Estate Landscapes
(including parkland) at Kiplin and Langton.



In the south of the character area either side of the Swale is characterised as intensively
farmed lowland (simple topography), open (sub-type 5c).
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Figure 5.20a Landscape character types in area 20 Swale Floodplain

Table 5.39 Pressures and opportunities for character area 20 Swale Floodplain
Theme

Scope

Development

Pressure for further sand and gravel extraction. Conservation of
designed landscapes.

Transport

Road infrastructure is limited and large scale change unlikely.
Potential to enhance the path network, create opportunities for
riverside walks.

Energy

Introduction of solar farms on the flatter ground in the area of the
river.

Habitats and biodiversity

Potential for landscape enhancements includes widening of riparian
strips to provide the foundation of a green network in this area.

Climate and climate
change

Flooding across the River Swale floodplain. Changes in
sedimentation due to erosion upstream. Increasing need to
construct, maintain and repair flood defences.
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Landscape Sensitivity Assessment
5.192 Table 5.40 presents an assessment of this character area against the landscape sensitivity
criteria presented in Section 3.
Table 5.40 Sensitivity assessment for character area 20 Swale Floodplain
Criteria

Sensitivity description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

A very flat and low-lying area, prone to flooding.

Scale (landform and component
landscape features)

A broad-scale floodplain, with some small-scale landscape
features including hedges, trees and farmsteads.

Landscape pattern and complexity
(including sense of time-depth)

A simple pattern of large, irregular shaped arable fields,
crossed by distinctive flood defences. River Swale is lined
by narrow strips of riparian trees, particularly in the north.
Some estate landscapes and the historic core of Maunby
contribute to time-depth.

Perceptual qualities

Broad and open, but with vegetation and man-made flood
defences providing a sense of containment. Few bridging
points provides a sense of isolation from opposing banks.

Skyline character and visual
prominence

Flat horizon, often formed by trees.

Visual sensitivities and
intervisibility

Visible from parts of neighbouring character areas. Some
open views across the floodplain, locally affected by
vegetation, buildings and flood defences.

Landscape and visual sensitivity to general development
5.193 This character area is generally sensitive to development due to its rural character, and
development opportunities are likely to be limited by the flat and low-lying nature of the
landform, which also means that the area is prone to flooding. There are few areas that overlook
this landscape, so that lower-lying development such as solar farms may be accommodated
subject to other constraints. There are opportunities to enhance riparian habitats including
woodland, though the effect of new and upgraded flood defences will need to be considered.
Alternative approaches to flood alleviation could be combined with habitat enhancement. Many of
the riverside areas are highly tranquil with limited access, and are accordingly valued for
recreation. Gravel extraction is likely to have significant effects on the floodplain landscape,
though sensitive restoration plans may lead to long-term enhancement in landscape structure and
biodiversity.
5.194 Key sensitivities within this landscape include:


tranquil character along much of the riverside;



traditional settlement pattern of nuclear villages related to the river;



riparian woodland and wetland forms a habitat resource; and



designed landscapes along the river.
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Character Area 21 Topcliffe Floodplain
Location and extents

Representative photographs

This character area is located south-west of
Thirsk, in the floodplain at the confluence of the
River Swale and Cod Beck. It includes sections
of the two rivers within the county-scale
Floodplain LCT, as well as a part of the Settled
Vale Farmland LCT which covers Topcliffe
Airfield. It includes the villages of Topcliffe,
Asenby and Dalton.

A168 from Richmond Farm

Industrial estate viewed from Dalton Lane

Summary of key characteristics


A very wide and flat area at the confluence of Cod Beck and the River Swale.



A noticeable presence of large scale military, industrial and agricultural features.



A patchwork of intensive arable farmland, with hedgerow field boundaries and relatively few
small tree groups and hedgerow trees.



A large area occupied by Topcliffe Airfield (RAF Topcliffe and Alanbrooke Barracks).



A vast open skyline, and sense of exposure associated with the flatness of the floodplain.
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Landscape character
5.195 The topography is low-lying and very flat, forming a wide flood plain at the confluence of the Cod
Beck and River Swale. The broad and gently meandering River Swale forms the south-western
boundary of the Hambleton District. The Cod beck is narrower, with large meanders. Small becks
drain into these larger watercourses from the surrounding farmland.
5.196 A patchwork of intensive arable farmland covers the floodplain, with hedgerow field boundaries
and occasional hedgerow trees and small groups of trees. Fields vary from small-scale around
Dalton and Topcliffe to large-scale elsewhere. Topcliffe Airfield (RAF Topcliffe and Alanbrooke
Barracks) has a notable presence in the north of the area. There are large industrial areas
associated with the settlement of Dalton in the south-east.
5.197 The Swale is lined by narrow, linear strips of riparian planting. The valley of the Cod Beck is
wooded in the north, between the railway line and Dalton Lane, with scattered trees south of
Dalton Lane until it meets the Swale. Woodland is scarce, and limited to small shelterbelts and
blocks of woodland around settlements e.g. around Topcliffe and the Alanbrooke Barracks.
5.198 The settlements of Skipton-on-Swale and Topcliffe are located at bridging points over the Swale.
The historic core of Topcliffe is a Conservation Area. In the south of the area, also on the banks of
the Swale, are earthworks associated with a motte and bailey castle at Maiden Bower, a
Scheduled Monument.
5.199 There are several notable transportation corridors within this small area, including the A168
between Asenby/Topcliffe and Thirsk in neighbouring character area 17, and the East Coast Main
Line which crosses the eastern part of the character area. Cycle route 657 follows the minor road
through Dalton. There are few rights of way.
5.200 The landscape is very flat and open, with a sense of exposure associated with the lack of
topographical variety. The skyline is vast and open.
Landscape Character Types
5.201 The 1991 LCA identified a number of LCTs within this character area, as shown on Figure 5.21a.
These are described more fully in Appendix 1, and the LCTs within this area are noted below.


The majority of the area is characterised as intensively farmed lowland (simple topography),
open (sub-type 5c), with an area of intermediate enclosure (sub-type 5b) in the south-west.



The Swale corridor, and that of its tributary the Cod Beck are Linear River Landscapes, of subtype 6d river course within broad floodplain (tree-lined). North of Catton the Swale corridor is
more open.



There are Degraded landscapes at the industrial estates north of Topcliffe Airfield and southwest of Dalton.



North-west of Dalton is an area of small-scale, remnant field pattern.
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Figure 5.21a Landscape character types in area 21 Topcliffe Floodplain

Table 5.41 Pressures and opportunities for character area 21 Topcliffe Floodplain
Theme

Scope

Development

Pressure for further development at Topcliffe Airfield and Alanbrooke
Barracks.

Transport

Road and rail infrastructure has a strong influence, and incremental
change as part of road upgrading could further erode character.
Potential to enhance the path network and create opportunities for
riverside walks.

Energy

Potential for solar farms on flat land.

Habitats and biodiversity

Potential for landscape enhancements includes widening of riparian
strips to provide the foundation of a green network in this area.

Climate and climate
change

Flooding across the River Swale floodplain. Increased sedimentation
in the river due to increased erosion upstream. Increasing need to
construct, maintain and repair flood defences along the river
corridor.
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Landscape Sensitivity Assessment
5.202 Table 5.42 presents an assessment of this character area against the landscape sensitivity
criteria presented in Section 3.
Table 5.42 Sensitivity assessment for character area 21 Topcliffe Floodplain
Criteria

Sensitivity description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

A very flat and low-lying area, prone to flooding.

Scale (landform and component
landscape features)

A broad-scale floodplain, modified by large-scale industrial
development and RAF Topcliffe.

Landscape pattern and complexity
(including sense of time-depth)

A complex pattern of small to large scale arable fields, with
areas of industrial and residential development, crossed by
several transport corridors. Bound by the meandering River
Swale to the south-west. Historic features have a limited
visual influence.

Perceptual qualities

Broad and open, with a sense of exposure. Industry and
road and rail corridors affect tranquillity.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual
prominence

Flat, vast horizon, interrupted by built development.
Electrified railway has a local visual influence.

Visual sensitivities and
intervisibility

Visible from parts of neighbouring character areas. Some
open views across the floodplain, locally affected by built
development.

Landscape and visual sensitivity to general development
5.203 This open, flat landscape is sensitive to large scale development, particularly of tall buildings or
structures that would be widely visible within the landscape, from large numbers of receptors who
pass through the key routes in this landscape. Development of lower height would be screened
by the dispersed trees, and there are few elevated locations with views across the landscape.
Airfield landscapes are likely to be a focus for development, though the impact of this should be
considered in the same way as development elsewhere in this character area. The riverside areas
are more tranquil away from main roads, with small scale villages that retain some traditional
character that would be impacted by large-scale settlement expansion. The remaining areas of
woodland should be retained and expanded where possible, including enhancement of hedges and
field boundary trees, to improve green infrastructure in this landscape.
5.204 Key sensitivities within this landscape include:


tranquil character along the riverside;



traditional settlement pattern of nuclear villages related to the river; and



riparian woodland and wetland forms a habitat resource.
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Character Area 22 Ouse Floodplain
Location and extents

Representative photographs

This narrow, linear character area passes along
the south-western edge of the District, between
Topcliffe and York. As well as the River Ouse, it
includes sections of the River Swale and the
River Ure. It forms part of the River Floodplain
LCT at a county scale, which passes north
through Hambleton and into Richmondshire,
west into Harrogate, and south into York and
Selby.

River Swale at Myton-on-Swale

Parkland landscape alongside the river

Summary of key characteristics


A series of wide rivers, long and meandering, set in a broad expansive floodplain which
continues west into neighbouring Harrogate.



Some notable woodland associated with the river, particularly associated with designed
landscapes at Beningbrough, Myton and Helperby.



Evidence of modifications and engineering works in the floodplain, notably of long, raised flood
banks and drainage channels.



Field size and shape varies, but is primarily arable.



Clear sense of being in a flat and low-lying landscape, with openness of views dictated by
vegetation..
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Landscape character
5.205 The topography is low-lying and very flat, forming the flood plains on the north-east side of the
Swale, Ouse and Ure, as well as the flood plain of the River Kyle, a tributary of the Ouse. The
broad and meandering Swale / Ouse / Ure form the south-western boundary of the Hambleton
District. The surrounding farmland is drained by channels and becks which run into these larger
watercourses. There are distinctive berms built as flood defences, and north of Cundall an oxbow
lake has formed.
5.206 Arable farmland covers the floodplain, the size and shape of the fields dictated by the broad
meanders of the river and the minor roads which run parallel to it. Many fields are thus small or
narrow, and are typically enclosed by gappy hedgerows with scattered mature trees. There are
estate landscape at Beningbrough, Myton and Helperby, with associated large areas of parkland
and tree-lined avenues.
5.207 Narrow strips of riparian planting line the riverside, except at the upper end of the River Kyle
which has little tree cover. There are small blocks of woodland associated with aforementioned
estate landscapes. Aldwark Wood on the banks of the River Ure is a Site of Importance for Nature
Conservation (SINC).
5.208 There are numerous riverside settlements, including Helperby, Myton-on-Swale, Aldwark and
Newton-on-Ouse, although few bridging points. Helperby, Aldwark and Newton-on-Ouse have
Conservation Areas at their historic core. There are notable large estates at Helperby Park, Myton
Hall, Aldwark Manor and Beningbrough Hall, the latter of which is a nationally designated
Registered Park and Garden. A Historic Battlefield on the west side of the Swale at Myton was the
site of the 1319 Battle of Myton, and falls partly within this character area. There is a medieval
moated site (Scheduled Monument) in the north of the area, at Eldmire.
5.209 There are road bridges between Cundall and Brafferton / Helperby and at Aldwark, where minor
roads cross the character area, elsewhere footbridges are the only means of crossing the river.
Cycle route 657 runs parallel to the river corridor at Helperby, and route 688 crosses the River
Ure at Aldwark, running parallel to the river until Beningbrough. Cycle route 65 runs between
Linton-on-Ouse and Youlton, parallel to the River Kyle. There are few rights of way, where they
exist they tend to be located at footbridges.
5.210 The landscape is very flat, with a sense of exposure associated with the lack of topographical
variety. The skyline is often formed by mature trees in the distance, forming field boundaries or
riverside planting.
Landscape Character Types
5.211 The 1991 LCA identified a number of LCTs within this character area, as shown on Figure 5.22a.
These are described more fully in Appendix 1, and the LCTs within this area are noted below.


The corridor of the Swale, Ure, Ouse and Kyle are Linear River Landscapes, and identified as
river course within broad floodplain, being variably tree-lined (sub-type 6d) or open (sub-type
6e).



There are riverside Estate Landscapes (including parkland) at Myton south of Helperby,
Aldwark and Beningbrough, the latter being recognised as of particular historic interest (subtype 7a).



The fringing farmland is typically intensively farmed lowland (simple topography), being
variably enclosed (sub-type 5a), of intermediate enclosure (sub-type 5b) or open (sub-type
5c).
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Figure 5.22a Landscape character types in area 22 Ouse Floodplain

Table 5.43 Pressures and opportunities for character area 22 Ouse Floodplain
Theme

Scope

Development

Potential large agricultural buildings that may be out of scale with
the landscape, and impacting on setting of historic features.

Transport

Potential to enhance the path network and create further
opportunities for riverside walks.

Energy

Unlikely to be a key issue for this area.

Habitats and biodiversity

Potential for landscape enhancements includes widening of riparian
strips to provide the foundation of a green network in this area.

Climate and climate
change

Flooding across the Rivers Swale, Ouse and Ure floodplains.
Increased need to construct, maintain and repair flood defences
along the riverside.
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Landscape Sensitivity Assessment
5.212 Table 5.44 presents an assessment of this character area against the landscape sensitivity
criteria presented in Section 3.
Table 5.44 Sensitivity assessment for character area 22 Ouse Floodplain
Criteria

Sensitivity description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

A very flat and low-lying area, prone to flooding.

Scale (landform and component
landscape features)

A broad-scale floodplain, with small scale features such as
trees, hedgerows and farmsteads.

Landscape pattern and complexity
(including sense of time-depth)

A simple pattern of arable fields, with occasional parkland
landscapes and few roads. Large estate landscapes are
evident, and the Historic Battlefield at Myton adds to a
sense of time-depth.

Perceptual qualities

Broad and open, with trees providing some containment.
Traditional settlement and limited infrastructures enhances
the tranquil, rural nature of the landscape.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual
prominence

Flat horizon, interrupted by mature tree cover.

Visual sensitivities and
intervisibility

Visible from parts of neighbouring character areas 25 and
26. Some open views across the floodplain, locally affected
by vegetation.

Landscape and visual sensitivity to general development
5.213 The narrow flood plain landscape has little physical space to accommodate large scale
development, which would impact on the broader vale landscapes to east and west. Taller
buildings and structures would be widely visible across this and adjacent landscapes, and
consideration of the effects of development should not be limited to this character area alone.
There are tranquil locations along the river that could be adversely affected by development, or
by intrusive flood defence works that would further modify the character of the river banks.
Improvement of green infrastructure along the river will ideally include footpath networks and
riparian woodland, linking into wider habitat networks. Alternative approaches to flood alleviation
could enhance the landscape and biodiversity. Gravel extraction along the floodplain could alter
the landscape though sensitive restoration plans could lead to landscape enhancement in the long
term.
5.214 Key sensitivities within this landscape include:


tranquil character along the riverside;



traditional settlement pattern of nuclear villages related to the river; and



riparian woodland and wetland forms a habitat resource.
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Character Area 23 Yearsley Ridge
Location and extents

Representative photographs

This character area is located in the south-east
of the District, within the Howardian Hills Area
of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). It
includes the villages of Husthwaite, Oulston,
Brandsby and Skewsby. It forms part of the
Wooded Hills and Valleys LCT at a county scale,
which extends across the Howardian Hills.

View towards the Yearsley Ridge from near
Carlton Husthwaite

Plantation woodland near Oulston r

Summary of key characteristics


A transitional plateau fringe of complex topography, including some of the highest land in the
District, well-wooded on steeper slopes and interspersed with arable farmland and pasture and
more gentle slopes.



Pattern of deeply incised dales, gills and becks criss-crossing the area.



Low levels of settlements, mainly scattered farmsteads.



Designed landscapes have an influence on character, as at Newburgh Priory.



Rich in archaeology, including Bronze Age monuments and burial mounds.



Extensive plantation at Yearsley Moor, and numerous prominent roundels / copses / circular
trees groups.



Intimacy and enclosure of incised valleys and woodlands contrasts with elevated open
agricultural land having open views across the Vales of Mowbray and York.



Separated from the Hambleton Hills to the north by narrow valley on southern edge of the
North York Moors National Park.
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Landscape character
5.215 The Yearsley Ridge lies on the edge of the study area, and is almost entirely within the Howardian
Hills AONB. The topography is varied, and includes some of the highest land in the District, rising
to heights of over 170 m Above Ordnance Datum. In the east there is a steep scarp slope, topped
by an undulating plateau. In the west there are gently rolling hills. Dales, gills and becks cross the
area, and there is a reservoir east of Oulston.
5.216 The landscape is well wooded, with a large plantation on Yearsley Moor, mixed coniferous and
deciduous woodland on the steep scarp slope of the ridge, estate woodland at Newburgh and
numerous prominent roundels / copses / circular trees groups. Several of these plantations are
Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs).
5.217 The incised valleys and woodlands contrast with open areas of agricultural land, with medium to
large scale fields, typically enclosed by gappy hedgerows, with scattered trees and occasional
shelterbelts. Smaller scale fields prevail around settlements.
5.218 The landscape is rich in historic and cultural artefacts. The villages of Husthwaite and Oulston are
Conservation Areas, and the former dates from the 12th Century. Newburgh Priory, designated as
a Registered Park and garden, was originally an Augustinian priory and is now a stately home set
within extensive parkland and woodland. Gilling Castle is a Grade I listed castle in neighbouring
Ryedale, the grounds of which extend into this character area at Yearsley Moor. There are many
Scheduled Monuments within the character area, including a concentration of roman earthworks
and round barrows between Oulston and Yearsley.
5.219 The area contains small, traditional villages and scattered farmsteads, connected by minor roads.
The long distance Foss Walk passes through the west of the area, and there are numerous rights
of way connecting minor roads.
5.220 The character area has an overall rural character. Within the narrow and wooded dales crossing
the scarp slope there is a strong sense of intimacy and enclosure which contrasts with the
elevated open farmland above the scarp slope. There are long views across the Vale of Mowbray
and Vale of York.
Landscape Character Types
5.221 The 1991 LCA identified a number of LCTs within this character area, as shown on Figure 5.23.
These are described more fully in Appendix 1, and the LCTs within this area are noted below.


The western and south-eastern parts are identified as intensively farmed lowland (varied
topography) of sub-type 4c, open.



The steep scarp slope of the Yearsley Ridge is Escarpment, of open enclosure (sub-type 2b).



Above and below the steep scarp slopes of the Yearsley ridge the landscape is classified as
intensively farmed lowland (varied topography) and is of intermediate enclosure (sub-type
4b).



At Newburgh the landscape is identified as Estate Landscape (including parkland), of particular
historic interest (sub-type 7a).



There is a small area of intensively farmed lowland (varied topography) of sub-type 4a,
enclosed, between the Newburgh estate and the Oulston Reservoir, which is a Linear River
Landscape of sub-type 6a incised, wooded valleys.
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Figure 5.23a Landscape character types in area 23 Yearsley Ridge

Table 5.45 Pressures and opportunities for character area 23 Yearsley Ridge
Theme

Scope

Development

Potential large agricultural buildings that may be out of scale with
the landscape, and impacting on setting of historic features.

Transport

Road infrastructure is limited and large scale change unlikely.
Incremental change as part of road upgrading could erode
character.

Energy

Unlikely to be a key issue for this area.

Habitats and biodiversity

Areas of good woodland cover that could provide the foundation of a
green network in this area, with important wider links north into the
North York Moors National Park.
Potential for landscape enhancements includes diversification of
woodlands.

Climate and climate
change

Unlikely to be a key issue for this area.
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Landscape Sensitivity Assessment
5.222 Table 5.46 presents an assessment of this character area against the landscape sensitivity
criteria presented in Section 3.
Table 5.46 Sensitivity assessment for character area 23 Yearsley Ridge
Criteria

Sensitivity description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

An elevated area, forming the highest ground in
Hambleton. The area comprises a steep scarp slope in the
east and gently rolling hills in the west, with some flatter
agricultural areas. Narrow, incised valleys cut across the
scarp slope.

Scale (landform and component
landscape features)

The ridge is long and narrow. It contains many smaller
scale landscape features including hedges, trees and
farmsteads.

Landscape pattern and complexity
(including sense of time-depth)

Mixture of woodland and farmland, the latter comprising
medium to large scale arable and smaller scale pasture
around settlements. Rich in archaeology, including Bronze
Age monuments and burial mounds, adding time-depth.

Perceptual qualities

Contrast between intimate narrow and wooded dales and
more open arable land. Well wooded, providing further
enclosure.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual
prominence

The ridge has a key role as the skyline perceived from the
south-eastern part of Hambleton. Its steep scarp slope is
seen from a number of locations.

Visual sensitivities and
intervisibility

The area is highly visible from the south, since it forms the
highest ground in Hambleton. There are also long views
across the Vales of Mowbray and York.

Landscape and visual sensitivity to general development
5.223 The more variable landform of the Yearsley Ridge area increases its sensitivity to development
generally. Larger-scale development would be highly visible in views from the south and from the
North York Moors National Park. The area is largely within the Howardian Hills AONB, and as such
is highly valued for its scenery and recreation opportunities. There is a key relationship between
the National Park and the AONB across the shallow valley that crosses the northern part of this
character area, and which is therefore highly sensitive to intrusive change. There is a good
woodland structure across much of the area, which could help integrate smaller-scale and
sensitively-sited development. Much of this is connected to estate landscapes which are an
important part of the character and time-depth of this area.
5.224 Key sensitivities within this landscape include:


tranquil, rural character;



steep, wooded and highly visible scarp slope;



traditional villages;



extensive mixed woodland forms a significant habitat resource; and



important historical sites and artefacts.
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Character Area 24 Crayke Farmland
Location and extents

Representative photographs

This character area is located in the south-east
of the District, within the Howardian Hills Area
of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). It forms
part of the Wooded Hills and Valleys LCT at a
county scale, which extends across the
Howardian Hills. It includes the villages of
Crayke and Whenby

Traditional building styles in Crayke

View South from Crayke Castle

Summary of key characteristics


A gently rolling broad and open farmland landscape, marking a change between the upland of
the Howardian Hills and the lowland of the Vale of York.



A variable field pattern, with some large-scale intensive arable farmland, as well as some
significant areas of pasture, having a smaller scale or historic field pattern.



Overall countryside setting with associated sense of tranquillity.



Views to the Kilburn White Horse.
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Landscape character
5.225 The landscape is gently rolling, marking the transition between the upland scarp slope of the
Yearsley Ridge to the north and the flatter Vale of York to the south. A narrow ridge runs along
the southern boundary of the character area between the boundary with York in the east and
ending at a small localised hill north-west of Crayke. Numerous minor watercourses cross the
landscape, most in a south-westerly direction.
5.226 Woodland is scarce, and limited to occasional small plantations, narrow strips of woodland along
burns and scattered trees along field boundaries. There are some mature trees on the north side
of Crayke and structure planting contains the northern limits of Easingwold.
5.227 The primary land use is farmland, with a variable pattern which includes some large-scale
intensive arable farmland, as well as some significant areas of pasture, having a smaller scale or
historic field pattern. Fields tend to be enclosed by intact hedgerows or post and wire fencing,
with scattered hedgerow trees.
5.228 The village of Crayke is mentioned in the Domesday Book and is a Conservation Area. Crayke
Castle is a Scheduled Monument and dates back to the 15th Century. The remains of Marton
Abbey, an Augustinian priory, are located within the grounds of a large farm on the southern
boundary of the character area.
5.229 A network of minor roads cross the landscape, converging on Crakye in the west. The long
distance footpath known as the Foss Walk crosses the character area between Easingwold and the
Ryedale boundary, heading on to York. Several rights of way connect the villages and farmsteads.
5.230 The character area has a rural character, with only minor road and small villages present, and
falls partly within the Howardian Hills AONB. A minor road runs atop the small ridge which defines
the southern boundary of the character area and from here and from the parallel Foss Walk there
are views over the flat plains to the south. From Crayke there are extensive views over the Vale
of York. There are also views towards the Kilburn White Horse, cut into the hillside in the North
York Moors National Park to the north-west.
Landscape Character Types
5.231 The 1991 LCA identified a number of LCTs within this character area, as shown on Figure 5.24a.
These are described more fully in Appendix 1, and the LCTs within this area are noted below.


The majority of the character area is intensively farmed lowland (varied topography) of subtype 4c, open, which extends north, south and west into neighbouring character areas.



On the northern boundary the landscape is classified as intensively farmed lowland (varied
topography) and is of intermediate enclosure (sub-type 4b), extending north into the
neighbouring character area.



Around Crayke there is an Isolated Minor Landform, with a separate area to the south
identified as having a small-scale, remnant field pattern.
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Figure 5.24a Landscape character types in area 24 Crayke Farmland

Table 5.47 Pressures and opportunities for character area 24 Crayke Farmland
Theme

Scope

Development

Pressure for residential and commercial development in Easingwold.

Transport

Road infrastructure is limited and large scale change unlikely.
Incremental change as part of road upgrading, particularly
associated with settlement expansion could erode character.

Energy

Unlikely to be a key issue for this area.

Habitats and biodiversity

Potential for landscape enhancements includes widening of riparian
strips, diversification of conifer woodlands.

Climate and climate
change

Unlikely to be a key issue for this area.

Hambleton Landscape Character Assessment and Sensitivity
Study

133

May 2016

Landscape Sensitivity Assessment
5.232 Table 5.48 presents an assessment of this character area against the landscape sensitivity
criteria presented in Section 3.
Table 5.48 Sensitivity assessment for character area 24 Crayke Farmland
Criteria

Sensitivity description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

Gently undulating foothills, with minor topographical
variation such as low ridges and a localised hill north-west
of Crayke.

Scale (landform and component
landscape features)

The foothills are of moderate scale, not especially broad
from north to south. There are many smaller scale
landscape features including hedges, trees and farmsteads.

Landscape pattern and complexity
(including sense of time-depth)

Variable pattern including some large-scale intensive
arable farmland, as well as some smaller-scale areas of
pasture with a historic field pattern. The historic village of
Crayke and its Castle provide time-depth.

Perceptual qualities

A relatively open landscape with little woodland cover.
Rural and tranquil, with only small villages and minor
roads. The areas of smaller pastoral enclosure feel less
exposed.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual
prominence

The foothills mark the transition between the elevated
scarp slope to the north and floodplain to the south. Local
topographic variations and field boundary vegetation form
the skyline in views. Long views are available north and
east, and medium distance views south.

Visual sensitivities and
intervisibility

The gentle ridge on the southern boundary is visible from
the south, and views into the foothills are available from
the Yearsley ridge to the north. There are long views west
across the Vale of York from the high ground at Crayke.

Landscape and visual sensitivity to general development
5.233 The rurality of the countryside, and the distinctiveness of the historic village of Crayke and its
15th-century castle, make this character area sensitive to build development. As a transitional
landscape, it shares some characteristics with the more elevated hills to the north and with the
vale to the south. The gentle ridge along the southern boundary of the character area is
particularly sensitive as development on this higher ground would be widely visible from the Vale
of York to the south. Even lower development such as solar farms may be highly visible. The
area is partly within the Howardian Hills AONB, and recreational opportunities include the long
distance Foss Walk.
5.234 Key sensitivities within this landscape include:


the historic town of Crayke, with its castle and elevated position in the landscape;



strategic recreational routes, including the Foss Walk, a long distance footpath between York
and Easingwold; and



partly within, and wholly within the wider setting of, the Howardian Hills AONB.
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Character Area 25 Tholthorpe Moors
Location and extents

Representative photographs

This large character area is located in the
northerly part of the Vale of York. The market
town of Easingwold is located at the eastern
boundary, with the villages of Linton-on-Ouse,
Brafferton, Helperby, Tollerton, Alne, Tholthorpe
and Raskelf also included. It forms the northwestern corner of the county-scale Vale
Farmland with Plantation, Woodland and
Heathland LCT, which extends south towards
York.

Traditional field pattern near Easingwold

Linton-on-Ouse Airfield

Summary of key characteristics


Flat or very gently undulating topography, with localised low ridges. Rising in the north to the
wooded hills.



Becks and ditches drain into the Kyle and then the Swale, flanked by flood banks.



Mainly intensive arable cultivation, but with several areas of intact small scale field patterns
and low narrow fields with parallel lines of hedgerows.



Woodland is limited to small plantations. Tree cover is sparse with gappy hedgerows.



Ridge-and-furrow cultivation can be seen in areas of more intact field pattern. Estate
landscapes defined by brick walls and estate buildings set in parkland.



Narrow brick-built villages laid out around a single street.



Influence of airfields and associated infrastructure, as well as major roads and railway through
the area.



Open landscape with few long views due to layers of trees. Longer, open views from slightly
elevated vantage points, towards the North York Moors and the White Horse at Kilburn.

Hambleton Landscape Character Assessment and Sensitivity
Study

136

May 2016

Landscape character
5.235 The landscape is open and flat to gently undulating, merging gradually into the neighbouring
River Swale flood plain to the south-west and more undulating wooded hills in character areas 23
and 24 to the north-east. There are small, indistinct ridges up to around 40 m in height, e.g.
running north-west and south-east from Helperby on the boundary with the Swale floodplain. The
landscape is crossed by becks and ditches which drain into the River Kyle, a tributary of the River
Swale, flanked by flood banks.
5.236 The landcover is primarily arable farmland, with medium to large scale fields enclosed by gappy
hedgerows. There are some scattered areas of pasture, and several areas of small-scale, narrow
fields with parallel lines of hedgerows in proximity to settlements e.g. around Easingwold. There is
a large airfield at RAF Linton-on-Ouse in the south of the area, with several masts.
5.237 There are occasional small blocks of woodland, but tree cover is generally sparse. Brafferton
Spring Wood in the north of the area is a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC).
There are small areas of wetland / flooding associated with the River Kyle, and small areas of
parkland at Alne Hall and Myton Hall, on the boundary with character area 22.
5.238 The character area has an overall rural character, particularly in the west away from the settled
areas and main transport corridors. The East Coast Main Line and A19 trunk road cross the
landscape parallel to each other, and together with overhead lines have a localised effect on
tranquillity. Elsewhere there is a network of minor roads connecting small linear villages of
traditional brick construction with pantile roofs.
5.239 Easingwold is the largest settlement, and has a Conservation Area at its historic core. The smaller
villages of Alne, Tollerton and Aldwark are also Conservation Areas. There are some examples of
historic field patterns e.g. ridge and furrow.
5.240 The landscape is open, but with few long views due to tree and woodland cover. Occasional longer
views are available across large, flat arable fields, and much wider views are available from areas
of slight elevation. The North York Moors National Park is visible to the north-east, with glimpsed
views of the white horse at Kilburn.
5.241 The landscape character around Easingwold is discussed in more detail in Chapter 6.
Landscape Character Types
5.242 The 1991 LCA identified a number of LCTs within this character area, as shown on Figure 5.25a.
These are described more fully in Appendix 1, and the LCTs within this area are noted below.


The majority of the character area is intensively farmed lowland (simple topography) of subtype 5c, open, which extends north, east and south-east into neighbouring character areas.



Around Helperby Moor, Flawith and on the edge of Tollerton Forest the landscape is classified
as intensively farmed lowland (simple topography) and is of intermediate enclosure (sub-type
5b).



Tholthorpe Moor (north of Tholthorpe) is identified as a Degraded landscape.



Around Easingwold there are areas of small-scale, remnant field pattern.



Myton in the west and Youlton in the south are Estate Landscapes (including parkland), of
sub-type 7b of general interest.
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Figure 5.25a Landscape character types in area 25 Tholthorpe Moors

Table 5.49 Pressures and opportunities for character area 25 Tholthorpe Moors
Theme

Scope

Development

Pressure for residential and commercial development in Easingwold.
Potential closure of airfield.

Transport

Upgrading of A19 and incremental change as part of road upgrading,
particularly in association with settlement expansion could erode
character.

Energy

Overhead lines pass through this area, upgrading could affect
landscape character. The eastern part of the area is within a PEDL
license area for gas exploration.

Habitats and biodiversity

Potential for landscape enhancements includes restocking gappy
hedgerows and diversification of conifer woodlands.

Climate and climate
change

Unlikely to be a key issue for this area.
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Landscape Sensitivity Assessment
5.243 Table 5.50 presents an assessment of this character area against the landscape sensitivity
criteria presented in Section 3.
Table 5.50 Sensitivity assessment for character area 25 Tholthorpe Moors
Criteria

Sensitivity description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

Flat to very gently undulating, with minor topographical
variation such as low ridges.

Scale (landform and component
landscape features)

Broad scale, with many smaller scale landscape features
including hedges, trees and farmsteads.

Landscape pattern and complexity
(including sense of time-depth)

Variable pattern including some large-scale intensive
arable farmland, as well as some smaller-scale areas of
pasture with a historic field pattern. Historic features have
a limited visual influence.

Perceptual qualities

A relatively open landscape with little woodland cover.
Rural and tranquil in the west, with only small villages and
minor roads. More developed in the centre and east, with
the small town of Easingwold and transport corridors
locally affecting tranquillity.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual
prominence

Flat skyline, with occasional low ridges. Occasional long
views are available including to the North York Moors and
the White Horse at Kilburn.

Visual sensitivities and
intervisibility

Inter-visible with the hills to the north-east.

Landscape and visual sensitivity to general development
5.244 This character area is generally sensitive to built development due to its rural character. Much of
the landscape has been modified to create intensive farmland, and further intensification would
erode the remaining character that is preserved in pockets of more traditional field pattern.
Modern settlement expansion and roads have a localised effect on tranquillity, particularly in the
north-east of the area. Airfields are likely to be a focus for development, but proposals should be
treated in the same way as elsewhere in the character area, due to the openness and likely longer
range visibility of larger buildings. The eastern part of this area is within a PEDL license area for
gas exploration. From a landscape and visual perspective the area is likely to be able to
accommodate the required infrastructure, subject to suitable sites and mitigation measures
including screen planting. New woodland and hedgerow planting would enhance the green
infrastructure role of this landscape.
5.245 Key sensitivities within this landscape include:


tranquil, rural character, away from main roads and larger settlements;



Conservation Areas at the core of traditional market towns and villages and



strategic recreational routes, including Cycle route 657 and route 65 which link Easingwold
with the Swale / Ure / Ouse corridor.
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Character Area 26 Huby and Shipton Vale
Farmland
Location and extents

Representative photographs

This large character area forms the most
southerly part of the District. It forms a
northern part of the county-scale Vale Farmland
with Plantation, Woodland and Heathland LCT,
which extends south across York. It contains the
villages of Huby, Stillington, Sutton-on-theForest, and Shipton.

Farmland and East Coast Main Line near Shipton

Traditional building styles in Sutton-on-theForest

Summary of key characteristics


A simple, open landscape of flat floodplain, open and homogenous with only occasional
undulations and localised higher ground.



Drainage ditches and modified becks cross the landscape, with areas prone to flooding.



Very large arable fields, though linear field patterns remain intact in places. Smaller-scale
pasture fields persist around villages.



Blocks of conifer plantation are the main woodland cover. Hedges are gappy and sparse, with
some field trees.



Some native woodland along watercourses, and areas of wetland on undrained soils.



Large estate landscapes with extensive parkland and distinctive architecture.



A busy landscape of roads, railway and other infrastructure, with the influence of York in the
south experienced through heavier traffic flows.



An open landscape, though views are filtered by multiple layers of trees. An intensive rural
area with a lack of intimacy.
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Landscape character
5.246 The topography is low-lying and very flat, particularly in the south. In the north there are
occasional gentle undulations and localised higher ground such as at Stillington in the north. The
character area includes part of the Ouse floodplain in the south, and numerous modified
watercourses and drainage ditches cross the landscape, many of which are prone to flooding.
These include the River Foss and Whitecarr Beck which cross into neighbouring York.
5.247 Intensive arable farmland prevails, and is particularly large in scale on floodplains, with a smaller
pattern of arable and pasture emerging around settlements. Modifications to watercourses for
drainage are evident in long straight field boundaries and ditches. Hedgerows lining roadsides and
marking field boundaries tend to be gappy and sparse, and there are occasional field trees.
5.248 There are small blocks of conifer plantation, and some native woodland along watercourses.
Watercourses, hedgerows and native woodland provide some wildlife habitat, though riparian
strips along watercourses tend to be narrow. There are Sites of Importance for Nature
Conservation (SINCs) at Black Wood (Hawkhills), Sutton-on-the-Forest Common, High Carr Wood
and Overton Borrowpits.
5.249 Villages tend to be linear, with modern expansion outside of a historic core, and both Stillington
and Sutton-on-the-Forest have Conservation Areas at their core. Beningbrough Park on the banks
of the Ouse in the south of the area is a country estate with large areas of parkland, and is a
Registered Park and Garden. Other notable designed landscapes include Sutton Park, an 18 th
Century house and gardens, and the early 20th Century Burn Hall. There is an Augustinian
nunnery at Moxby, which is a Scheduled Monument. There are strip fields around Stillington which
are thought to be medieval in origin.
5.250 The electrified East Coast Main Line railway passes through the flat topography of the southern
part of the area, parallel to the A19. Elsewhere a network of minor roads connects small
settlements and farmsteads with larger population centres in character area 25 and York. Three
overhead power lines cross the central part of the character area. Cycle route 688 crosses the
southern part of the character area, by the Ouse. There is a network of rights of way, including
footpaths and bridleways, including many routes radiating out of Huby, the largest settlement.
5.251 Open views are available across large fields, with the flat horizon often formed by field boundary
trees and hedgerows. On the more elevated ground in the north more distant views are available
to lower-lying areas. This character area has a rural character, locally modified by the A19 road
corridor, railway and overhead lines, and with the influence of York in the south experienced
through proximity to the city edge and heavier traffic flows.
Landscape Character Types
5.252 The 1991 LCA identified a number of LCTs within this character area, as shown on Figure 5.26a.
These are described more fully in Appendix 1, and the LCTs within this area are noted below.


The majority of the character area is identified as intensively farmed lowland (simple
topography), sub-type 5c, being of open enclosure.



At Hazel Hill in the north and Kelsit Grange in the centre the landscape is defined as
intensively farmed lowland (simple topography), sub-type 5a, being enclosed in nature.



At Tollerton Forest in the west, New Parks and High Carr in the centre and Overton Wood in
the south the landscape is defined as intensively farmed lowland (simple topography), subtype 5b, of intermediate enclosure.



There are Linear River Landscapes along New Parks Beck in the west (6e river course with
broad floodplain) and along the York boundary in the south (6b minor river valleys).



There are areas of small-scale, remnant field pattern around Stillington.



Burn Hall, Sutton Park and Beningbrough Park are identified as Estate Landscape (including
parkland), the former two are sub-type 7b of general interest and the latter is sub-type 7a of
particular historic interest.

Hambleton Landscape Character Assessment and Sensitivity
Study

142

May 2016



At High Carr, south of Sutton-on-the-Forest there is an area of Degraded Landscape
comprising industrial and commercial development.

Figure 5.26a Landscape character types in area 26 Huby and Shipton Vale Farmland

Table 5.51 Pressures and opportunities for character area 26 Huby and Shipton Vale
Farmland
Theme

Scope

Development

Potential large agricultural buildings that may be out of scale with
the landscape, and impacting on setting of historic features.

Transport

Upgrading of A19 and incremental change as part of road upgrading
could erode character.

Energy

Overhead lines pass through this area, upgrading could affect
landscape character. The area is within a PEDL license area for gas
exploration; preliminary drilling has taken place near Shipton.

Habitats and biodiversity

Areas of woodland cover that could provide the foundation of a
green network in this area.
Potential for landscape enhancements includes widening of riparian
strips, diversification of conifer woodlands.

Climate and climate
change

Flooding across low-lying areas e.g. the Ouse flood plain. Changes
in land management may lead to further intensification. Loss of ash
trees to plant disease.
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Landscape Sensitivity Assessment
5.253 Table 5.52 presents an assessment of this character area against the landscape sensitivity
criteria presented in Section 3.
Table 5.52 Sensitivity assessment for character area 26 Huby and Shipton Vale
Farmland
Criteria

Sensitivity description
LANDSCAPE

Topography

A low-lying and distinctively flat area of flood plain, with
some gentle undulations in the north.

Scale (landform and component
landscape features)

Broad scale flood plain, with very large arable fields except
around settlements where a smaller scale pattern emerges.
It contains smaller scale landscape features including
hedges, trees, pylons and farmsteads.

Landscape pattern and complexity
(including sense of time-depth)

Large arable fields are enclosed by gappy hedgerows and
scattered hedgerow trees, but layers of tree cover give the
landscape a well wooded appearance. The pattern is simple
and rectilinear for the most part, with occasional small
conifer plantations. Historic estates such as Beningbrough
add time depth.

Perceptual qualities

Rural character, although tranquillity reduced by roads,
railway and proximity to York.
VISUAL

Skyline character and visual
prominence

Skyline is generally undefined in this flat landscape, and
usually broken by hedgerows and scattered mature
hedgerow trees.

Visual sensitivities and
intervisibility

Views into the area are available from higher ground to the
north. Elsewhere the lack of topographical variety and field
boundary vegetation foreshorten views.

Landscape and visual sensitivity to general development
5.254 The landscape has a rural feel, but has been modified to provide intensive arable farmland, which
has resulted in modifications to watercourses and decline of field boundary hedgerows. Further
intensification would erode remaining areas of distinctive character within this landscape. The
focus should be on restoring landscape structure through new woodland and hedgerow planting to
reinforce character and enhance green infrastructure. The East Coast Main Line and A19 have a
localised effect on tranquillity in the south of the area, but there are also sensitive landscape
features including estate landscapes, most notably Beningbrough Park along the River Ouse. .
Most of this area is within a PEDL license area for gas exploration. From a landscape and visual
perspective the area is likely to be able to accommodate the required infrastructure, subject to
suitable sites and mitigation measures including screen planting. Consideration should be given
to views from the Howardian Hills AONB to the north.
5.255 Key sensitivities within this landscape include:


traditional linear villages with historic cores;



estate landscapes such as Beningbrough; and



flood plains pose a development constraint.
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6

Landscape character around key settlements

Introduction
6.1

The following sections consider the landscape surrounding the five key settlements in Hambleton
in more detail. The settlements of Bedale (including Aiskew), Easingwold, Northallerton,
Stokesley and Thirsk are likely to be the focus of residential development. The sensitivity of the
landscape around the settlement boundary is discussed in relation to the landscape character
assessment in Chapter 5 and the Historic Landscape Characterisation.

Bedale
Landscape context
6.2

Bedale is located on the western edge of the Vale of Mowbray, on land that is slightly elevated
above the surrounding terrain. The Bedale Beck flows between Bedale and Aiskew eastwards
towards the Swale. Bedale is focused on its long Market Place, running parallel to the beck
through the town. A second through route forms a crossroads, and is the spine of Aiskew to the
north. Modern development lies to the south and west of Bedale, and on either side of the main
street through Aiskew.

6.3

The settlement lies within an area classified at a County scale as Magnesian Limestone Ridge.
The landscape immediately to the north-east is classed as Settled Vale Farmland. The 2016
HDLCA identifies this part of the Magnesian Limestone as the Bedale Farmland (area 10), and the
vale as the Leeming Corridor (area 13).

6.4

The 1991 LCA classified most of the landscape around Bedale and Aiskew as intensively farmed
lowland with simple topography (open), though the area to the north-west had intermediate
enclosure. A small area south of Aiskew was classed as the remnant field pattern LCT.
Landscape character around the settlement boundary

6.5

The north-west edge of the settlement is well wooded, including the golf course, the setting of
Bedale Hall, and the riparian woodland along the Bedale Beck. East of the railway line, the
landscape north of Aiskew is very open by contrast, comprising large fields with defunct hedges
and few trees. There are some remnant irregular fields to the north-east with more field trees,
pastoral parkland around Sand Hill, and some woodland along the railway. The area between the
eastern settlement boundary and the A1(M) includes piecemeal development along the A684
which fragments the landscape.

6.6

To the south of Aiskew and the railway line is a further area of open intensive farmland with few
trees, which extends to Aiskew Farm where the land dips down to the Bedale Beck, which is again
relatively wooded in this location. Across the flat, elevated ground to the south of Bedale are
large arable fields with few hedges or trees, extending south to Firby, where there is woodland
associated with the Thorp Perrow designed landscape. Playing fields, horse paddocks, and a
former quarry are found closer to the settlement, amongst smaller pastoral fields.

6.7

Historic landscape character types around Bedale and Aiskew are shown in Figure 6.1.
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Figure 6.1 Historic landscape types around Bedale and Aiskew

Settlement edge
6.8

The current settlement boundary and 2010 development allocations are shown in Figure 6.2.
The 2010 allocations include one site at the south-east of Bedale, and several sites around
Aiskew. The Bedale and Leeming Bar bypass, shown in blue, is currently under construction
across the landscape north of Aiskew.

6.9

The northern settlement boundary of Bedale is well defined by woodland along Burrill Road and
across to the Bedale Beck. The southern edges of Bedale are much weaker, generally consisting
of rear garden fences that do not offer a firm boundary. Trees are few along these edges, though
areas of recreation al open space provide a more effective boundary between town and country.

6.10

The southern edge of Aiskew, including the committed 2010 sites, has a strong boundary in the
form of the wooded line of the railway. To the north, although mainly composed of rear garden
fences, the settlement boundary is generally much more mature, with significant trees along
former field boundaries. The north-east edge of Aiskew is fragmented.
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Landscape sensitivity around Bedale
6.11

The landscapes described above have been considered against the sensitivity criteria set out in
Table 3.2 of this report, to inform the following observations on relative sensitivity to settlement
expansion. Reference is also made to the sensitivity assessments for landscape character areas
10 and 13 in Chapter 5.

6.12

The landscape of the Bedale Beck is of the highest sensitivity of the areas around Bedale and
Aiskew, and it is a small scale area, rich in woodland, and providing the separation between the
two settlements. To the north of Bedale, the landscape is also of high sensitivity due to the
wooded landcover with intact landscape structure, and proximity to the church and Bedale Hall.
The area to the south is of relatively reduced landscape and visual sensitivity, as it is an open
landscape with fewer features, and development here could offer opportunities to enhance the
existing settlement boundaries.

6.13

Around Aiskew, the landscape to north and south is of relatively low sensitivity, comprising
intensive farmland, though development here may link only weakly into the townscape of the
existing settlement. Further development to the north-east would reduce the apparent separation
between Aiskew and Leeming Bar along the A684, a route that is already seen as highly
developed in the context of the District.
Figure 6.2 Bedale and Aiskew settlement boundary and 2010 allocations
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Easingwold
Landscape context
6.14

Easingwold is located on the northern edge of the Vale of York, at the foot of the Howardian Hills.
The settlement has developed at the south-western edge of the hills, with the settlement core
around the market place on low ground. The former village of Uppleby, and newer development
beyond, extends onto the slopes of Mallison Hill to the north. The settlement has extended across
flatter ground to south and west.

6.15

It overlaps areas classified at a County scale as Wooded Hills and Valleys to the north, and as
Vale Farmland with Plantation Woodland and Heathland in the south. The 2016 HDLCA classifies
the flatter landscape to the south and west of Easingwold as the Tholthorpe Moors (area 25), and
the rising ground to the north-east as the Crayke Farmland (area 24), with the foot of the slope
forming a dividing line between the two.

6.16

The 1991 LCA classified a small area to the south-east, and a larger area to the west, as the
remnant field pattern LCT. The rising ground to the north-east – corresponding with the Crayke
Farmland – was classed as intensively farmed lowland with varied topography (open). The
remaining areas of low ground to the north, south and south-east were identified as intensively
farmed lowland with simple topography (open), with pockets of intermediate enclosure.
Landscape character around the settlement boundary

6.17

The most intact areas of remnant field pattern lie to the south-west of Easingwold, and between
the western settlement edge and the A19. There are also strip fields to the east, north of
Stillington Road. Elsewhere, although some amalgamation of fields has occurred, there remain
numerous field trees so that, although set within generally more open farmland, the settlement is
somewhat contained by trees.

6.18

The settlement boundary is broadly triangular, though with extensions to the north-west and
north-east. These extensions frame an area of land that is divided by Millfield Lane: to the west
is gently undulating farmland; to the east is open space and woodland. To the north-west the
land is flatter, with poplar trees around a plant nursery. On the west side of the settlement is a
very large field framed by shelter belts.

6.19

To the south-west is the most intact area of strip fields, although the hedges which subdivide the
fields are defunct in places. The school playing field and a recent housing development lie to the
south, with open fields beyond. To the south-east are a group of irregular fields with strong
boundaries. The golf course lies beyond these. In the east, an area of allotments is located
alongside the remnant strip fields north of Stillington Road. North of these are larger open fields,
often with limited hedges and boundary trees, sloping up to Crayke Road. North of Crayke Road
the land rises up, and is crossed by high-voltage power lines.

6.20

Historic landscape character types around Easingwold are shown in Figure 6.3.
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Figure 6.3 Historic landscape types around Easingwold

Settlement edge
6.21

The current settlement boundary and 2010 development allocations are shown in Figure 6.4.
The 2010 allocations are on the south and east sides of the town.

6.22

The settlement has strong boundaries in some locations, such as the shelter belt that contains
housing across Mallison Hill, a woodland strip to the west of Prospect Avenue, and the wooded
field boundaries south of Raskelf Road. Elsewhere, the settlement boundary is formed by rear
garden boundaries and is less permanent. Allocated sites offer the opportunity to enhance the
boundary, particularly where the new settlement edge ties into existing trees and hedges, as it
does in the south-east. Agri-industrial buildings, stables and greenhouses blur the boundary
along the main routes into the town.
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Landscape sensitivity around Easingwold
6.23

The landscapes described above have been considered against the sensitivity criteria set out in
Table 3.2 of this report, to inform the following observations on relative sensitivity to settlement
expansion. Reference is also made to the sensitivity assessments for landscape character areas
24 and 25 in Chapter 5.

6.24

The most sensitive locations around Easingwold are the areas of remnant field pattern and the
higher ground of Mallison Hill. The former have intrinsic value as historic features, as well as
containing many trees and hedges. The latter area is more widely visible, and development could
impinge upon open space.

6.25

With regard to landscape scale and pattern, the larger arable fields along some edges of the town
are of lower sensitivity. In the west, the large field north of Raskelf Road is framed by
shelterbelts, although it is very extensive in area. To the north the fields west of Millfield Lane
are of moderate sensitivity due to field trees and rising ground. Similarly the area to the east is
more sensitive where it slopes up and where development would be more visible.
Figure 6.4 Easingwold settlement boundary and 2010 allocations

Hambleton Landscape Character Assessment and Sensitivity
Study

151

May 2016

Northallerton
Landscape context
6.26

Northallerton lies in the Vale of Mowbray, and is at the centre of the area classed at a County
level as Settled Vale Farmland. The centre of Northallerton has developed on low ground below a
ridge that rises to the east. The 2016 Hambleton District LCA (HDLCA) classifies the flatter
landscape to the west of Northallerton as the Swale Lowlands (area 14), and the rising ground to
the east as the Bullamoor Farmland (area 15), with the foot of the ridge forming a dividing line
between the two.

6.27

The 1991 LCA classified the landscapes around the north-west, west, south and east of
Northallerton as intensively farmed lowland with simple topography (open). At the north-east,
the landscape was classed as intensively farmed lowland with varied topography (intermediate
enclosure). This LCT is shown to extend around to the east of the settlement. The small area
between Northallerton and Brompton was identified as an example of the remnant field pattern
LCT.
Landscape character around the settlement boundary

6.28

The area identified as remnant field pattern LCT lies to the north of the proposed link road, and is
bounded by Brompton and the A684. Similar patterns of narrow fields can also be seen around
the northern part of Brompton, and on the south side of the A684, where they have survived on
steeper ground.

6.29

The landscape to the east of Northallerton rises gently from around 50 m at the settlement
boundary, to over 100 m at Bullamoor. This area comprises larger arable fields with limited
legibility of earlier strip field patterns. Tree cover is limited to wooded gills on the ridge and
plantations higher up, and there is a sense of openness in this area. Recreational access is
available in the form of a small number of footpaths leading up from the settlement. The
landscape to the south of the settlement is similar, though almost all pastoral with smaller fields
and intact hedges.

6.30

To the west of the A167 the landscape becomes flatter, and a mix of arable and pasture is found.
The landscape is more fragmented by the presence of the railway lines, and small fields prevail
around the settlement edge. Around Castle Hills is an area of enclosed wooded pasture and
underused ground, including outlying cottages and farms, and influenced by the large industrial
units just to the north. Beyond the railways is an area of mixed farmland, mostly open though
with woodland on the golf course and around the railway itself. There are well used recreational
links around Castle Hills

6.31

Historic landscape character types around Northallerton are shown in Figure 6.5.
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Figure 6.5 Historic landscape types around Northallerton

Settlement edge
6.32

The current settlement boundary and 2010 development allocations are shown in Figure 6.6.
Most of the 2010 allocations are on the north side of the town, associated with the proposed link
road between the A167 and A684.

6.33

The eastern settlement boundary follows the edges of modern housing developments, and is
formed by rear garden fences for the most part. This makes for a weaker boundary with few
trees and little presence in the landscape. It is a continuous boundary with little scope for
piecemeal encroachment. To the south, the boundary character is similar though the presence of
the railway creates more fragmentation. The south-west boundary is particularly weak, with an
abrupt end to housing along Ainderby Road. The settlement edge is diffuse to the north, though
Willow Beck provides the functional boundary. The settlement around Castle Hills is particularly
indistinct, though north of here the main line railway forms a substantial edge to the Standard
Way Industrial Park. The northern settlement boundary will be formed by planned development
in this area.
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Landscape sensitivity around Northallerton
6.34

The landscapes described above have been considered against the sensitivity criteria set out in
Table 3.2 of this report, to inform the following observations on relative sensitivity to settlement
expansion. Reference is also made to the sensitivity assessments for landscape character areas
14 and 15 in Chapter 5.

6.35

The most sensitive landscapes are the complex and small scale areas around Castle Hills, where
there are also historic environment considerations. On the other hand, these areas offer
opportunities to enhance green networks and consolidate the existing landscape structure. Other
higher-sensitivity locations include the remaining areas of strip fields to the north-east of the
town. Smaller field patterns to the south and south-west, with strong remaining hedges, are of
moderate sensitivity to settlement expansion.

6.36

The open landscapes to the east are of relatively low sensitivity, due to their intensive land use,
low-lying topography and lack of sensitive landscape features. These areas are likely to be the
least sensitive to settlement expansion, though this lower sensitivity extends only to the break of
slope where the land begins to rise. On the increasingly higher ground, development would
become more visible in the wider landscape, with a higher visual impact likely to arise.
Development that extends up to the horizon, as viewed from the existing settlement edge, should
be avoided as this is likely to adversely impact on the perception of the ridge from across the vale
to the west.
Figure 6.6 Northallerton settlement boundary and 2010 allocations
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Stokesley
Landscape context
6.37

Stokesley is located in the north-east of the District, in farmland that forms the wider setting to
the Tees Valley to the north. It is sited on a broad alluvial plain, framed by the Cleveland Hills
that rise to the east and south. The River Leven flows through the town, on a westward course
before it enters a more pronounced valley and joins the Tees. Stokesley High Street is to the
north of the river, and the market place and church form the centre of the historic settlement.
More recent development is mainly located to the north-east and west of this core, with
commercial land uses to the south-east beyond the school.

6.38

The settlement is within the area classified at a County scale as Vale Farmland with Dispersed
Settlement. The 2016 HDLCA places the town at the centre of the Stokesley Vale character area
(area 5).

6.39

The 1991 LCA classified the landscape around Stokesley as intensively farmed lowland with simple
topography with intermediate enclosure to the south and east, and open to the west. Small areas
to the north and south of the settlement were classed as part of the remnant field pattern LCT.
Landscape character around the settlement boundary

6.40

Stokesley lies within an area of little topographical variation. The land begins to rise further to
the north, but the surroundings of the settlement are part of an even plain. To the north of
Stokesley an area of small fields with dense shelterbelts and mixed plantations lies around Tanton
Dykes, being the only area of significant enclosure. To the north-east and east of the settlement
are large open arable fields with gappy or defunct hedgerow boundaries. Trees are limited in this
area, though there is remnant riparian woodland along the Leven. An area of smaller pastures
and recreation grounds occurs around the Leven, extending east across the A172 and south to the
school grounds.

6.41

The Broughton Bridge Beck runs south of the town, beyond a large area of greenhouses. Beyond
this wooded stream with flood banks is the Stokesley Industrial Estate, visually separated from
the town. West of Station Road, an area of narrower strip fields remains, with more intact field
boundaries clearly oriented north to south. The A172 cuts through this area, though other
insertions such as the allotments respect the field pattern. Further west the larger fields return,
with little in the way of landscape structure other than trees along Thirsk Road and Westlands
Road. In the north-west the fields reflect the north-south alignment though they have been
enlarged. Woodland occurs along the River Tame, which flows down from Tanton Dykes.

6.42

Historic landscape character types around Stokesley are shown in Figure 6.7.
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Figure 6.7 Historic landscape types around Stokesley

Settlement edge
6.43

The eastern edges of Stokesley are formed by the B1365 and A172 roads, and by woodland
around the playing fields that are west of the latter. To the south of the settlement, the boundary
is formed by substantial garden boundaries with many trees. West of the B1365 the settlement
boundary is weaker, formed from linear and open rear garden boundaries. These continue around
the northern boundaries though here they are more mature with additional trees.

6.44

The current settlement boundary and 2010 development allocations are shown in Figure 6.8.
The 2010 allocations are on the west side of the town, presenting an opportunity to enhance the
settlement boundary in this area.
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Landscape sensitivity around Stokesley
6.45

The landscapes described above have been considered against the sensitivity criteria set out in
Table 3.2 of this report, to inform the following observations on relative sensitivity to settlement
expansion. Reference is also made to the sensitivity assessment for landscape character area 5 in
Chapter 5.

6.46

The most sensitive landscapes around Stokesley are the areas of smaller fields that lie to the
north and the south of the settlement. In the north this takes the form of an intact landscape
structure of woodland and shelterbelts; in the south an area of strip fields, most intact in the area
between the settlement and the A172. In these areas there are concentrations of woodland and a
small scale that would be interrupted by all but the most limited and sensitive developments.

6.47

The B1365 and A172, and the recreational open space that straddles the latter, form a firm
settlement boundary to the east of Stokesley. Development beyond these areas would feel
separate and remote from the town centre, and is likely to integrate poorly in townscape terms.
Areas to the south-west and west of the settlement, around Thirsk Road and Westlands Road,
present the less sensitive locations for development, in landscape and visual terms. Development
in these areas could offer the opportunity for further enhancement of the settlement edge, in
association with landscape enhancements along the River Leven, forming the basis for a green
network linking town and country.
Figure 6.8 Stokesley settlement boundary and 2010 allocations
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Thirsk
Landscape character areas
6.48

Thirsk is located in the southern part of the Vale of Mowbray, on the Cod Beck that flows
southwards to combine with the Swale. Old Thirsk is located on the east side of the river, focused
on a north-south high street (Long Street) and former village green. New Thirsk is to the west of
the river, and is built around the market place. Thirsk has developed outward along the several
routes that converge at this point. Old Thirsk has mainly expanded to the east, while New Thirsk
ha expanded southwards along the B1448 to merge with the village of Sowerby. Westwards
along the A61, linear development and the racecourse extend to the railway, which forms the
boundary with the village of Carlton Miniott.

6.49

The settlement is within an area classed at a County scale as Settled Vale Farmland. The 2016
HDLCA places Thirsk at the centre of Thirsk Settled Farmland (area 17).

6.50

The 1991 LCA classified the majority of the landscape around Thirsk as intensively farmed lowland
with simple topography (open), with intermediate enclosure to the north-east of Old Thirsk and to
the south of Sowerby. An area to the east, south of the A170, is the only area identified as
having varied topography, though an isolated minor landform is noted to the south of Sowerby,
presumably relating to the Cod Beck valley. The river is identified as a minor river valley to the
north of the settlement. Around Thirsk, several areas of remnant small-scale field pattern were
highlighted.
Landscape character around the settlement boundary

6.51

The landscape around Thirsk is relatively fragmented by the expansion of the settlement in
different directions, and by recent road developments. A key feature of Thirsk is the Cod Beck
corridor that runs north to south between Old and New Thirsk. The river meanders through small
pastoral fields with dense riparian woodlands, and opens out in the south to an area of narrow
strip fields that are aligned perpendicular to the river. These are pastoral with dense hedges, and
form a discrete area between Sowerby, Thirsk and the A19/A168 dual carriageway, that has good
access via many footpaths. The dual carriageway wraps around the west and south sides of
Thirsk, forming a hard edge beyond which is open intensive farmland with occasional trees.

6.52

Thirsk Racecourse sits in the north-west angle of the settlement. The circuit lies to the north of
the A61 and is framed by some woodland, beyond which is open arable farmland with gappy
hedges and few trees, though there are plantations further north. Smaller fields and parkland
adjoin more recent housing at Norby.

6.53

South of the A61, linear development extends from the centre of Thirsk to the railway. South of
this is a triangle of open arable fields between Topcliffe Road (B1448) and the railway. This area
has a regular field pattern, low or gappy hedges and large farm buildings. East of Topcliffe Road
the landscape is similarly open, though there are some strip fields towards Sowerby.

6.54

Historic landscape character types around Thirsk are shown in Figure 6.9.
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Figure 6.9 Historic landscape types around Thirsk

Settlement edge
6.55

The current settlement boundary and 2010 development allocations are shown in Figure 6.10.
The 2010 allocations include small sites in the centre and north of Thirsk, but the focus is a major
area of land to the south-west of Sowerby, including proposals for a large public park.

6.56

The A19/A168 dual carriageway forms a firm boundary to the east of Thirsk. Boundaries facing
onto the Cod Beck to the south are varied but generally well-established with many mature trees.
Along the southern and western sides of Sowerby, boundaries are weaker, formed only by rear
garden fences, though the allocated sites present an opportunity to enhance these. To the north,
the racecourse forms a substantial settlement edge, providing a buffer between town and country.
To the north, the settlement edge is fragmented around Norby, though generally well-established.
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Landscape sensitivity around Thirsk
6.57

The landscapes described above have been considered against the sensitivity criteria set out in
Table 3.2 of this report, to inform the following observations on relative sensitivity to settlement
expansion. Reference is also made to the sensitivity assessments for landscape character area 17
in Chapter 5.

6.58

The most sensitive locations at the edges of Thirsk are the small-scale landscapes along the Cod
Beck. These are intimate and wooded, with many landscape features and a good recreational
network and time depth. Their development is likely to be detrimental to the adjacent townscape.
Areas to the north are of relatively lower sensitivity, though due to the presence of the racecourse
development here is unlikely to relate well to the townscape. There are sensitive features such as
small scale fields and parkland in the area around Norby, indicating higher sensitivity here too.

6.59

The lowest sensitivity is therefore to the south and south-west, where large allocations have
already been made. The remaining land between the A61 and the new allocations to the south is
of low landscape and visual sensitivity, though the retention of green network functions through
this area would be an important consideration.
Figure 6.10 Stokesley settlement boundary and 2010 allocations
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Appendix 1
Landscape Character Types from the 1991 assessment
Introduction
The Hambleton Landscape Character Assessment (Woolerton Truscott, 1991) classified the
landscape of Hambleton into ten landscape character types (LCTs), of which some were further
divided into sub-types. The LCTs and sub-types described in the 1991 LCA are generic in nature,
in that geographically separate areas are described in the same way based on their patterns of
characteristics. The present study aims to provide a more geographically specific description of
character, but it is recognised that the original work retains value particularly in the level of detail
presented.
This appendix includes LCT and sub-type descriptions extracted from the 1991 LCA, alongside a
brief commentary on each noting substantive changes or variations of emphasis, in order to bring
the descriptions up to date. The 1991 descriptions themselves have not generally been amended.
The LCTs and sub-types that occur within each of the newly-defined character areas are noted
under the landscape character descriptions in Chapter 5. A complete list of these types is
presented in Table A7.1. It should be noted that all the areas classed as sub-types 1a, 1b, 2a,
2b and 6c are within the North York Moors National Park, and as such do not fall within the
present study area. These sub-types are not described further in this appendix.
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Table A7.1 LCTs and sub-types from the 1991 LCA
LCT

Sub-type

1 Upland plateau

1a

forested

1b

semi-natural heather moorland

2a

wooded

2b

open

2c

complex, undulating

2 Escarpment

3 Isolated minor landform
4. Intensively farmed lowland (varied
topography)

5. Intensively farmed lowland (simple
topography)

6. Linear river landscapes

7. Estate landscape (including parkland)

none
4a

enclosed

4b

intermediate enclosure

4c

open

5a

enclosed

5b

intermediate enclosure

5c

open

6a

enclosed valleys

6b

minor valleys with rough pasture

6c

broad upland 'dale'

6d

river course within broad floodplain (treelined)

6e

river course within broad floodplain
(open)

7a

special interest

7b

general interest

9. Small-scale, remnant field pattern

none

10. Degraded landscapes

none
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LCT2: Escarpments
Description for sub-type 2c: undulating escarpment
In the south of the District, the Howardian Hills represent an extension to the western
escarpment slopes fringing the North York Moors. Here, a series of east-west aligned
geological faults have displaced the underlying sedimentary rocks into discontinuous
bands. This has produced a third subdivision of the escarpment landscape character type,
creating a more complex landform that lacks the definition of the escarpment „proper‟.
Overall elevation is lower and the escarpment has a profile which is both less steep and
less regular than that of the main escarpment. However, the gently undulating
escarpment still creates a prominent linear feature in the landscape. On the shallower
slopes, deeper soils have developed. These are predominantly typical brown earths,
classed as Grade 3 & 4 land under the ALC classification. The land is enclosed in the
larger rectilinear fields typical of the Parliamentary enclosures of the 18th century. Land
use is more intensive, and improved permanent pasture predominates, although
woodland cover is a significant secondary land use. Hedgerows, hedgerow trees and tree
clumps are also frequent and in generally good condition, although there is evidence of
hedgerow loss in some areas. The abundance of landscape elements contributes greatly
to a varied and interesting landscape character.
Commentary
Sub-types 2a and 2b of the escarpments LCT define the more dramatic escarpments of the
Cleveland Hills and Hambleton Hills. These escarpments provide an essential backdrop to many
of the landscapes of Hambleton that are outside the National Park. The description highlights that
the escarpment within the Howardian Hills, which is within character area 23, is of lesser stature
but nevertheless is an important and visually diverse landscape within the AONB.

LCT3: Isolated minor landform
Description for LCT3: Isolated minor landform
This type comprises minor landforms, typically low ridges and knolls, which are
geographically isolated from other major landform. Although of low overall elevation
(typically 30m above surrounding land) they are prominent within the flatter areas of the
vale floor, providing intermediate horizons which subdivide the large scale lowland
landscape. Smaller settlements, churches, halls and woodlands are frequently located on
these landforms.
Ridges often have a generally north-south orientation. Some derive from the
displacement of underlying formations due to geological faulting, and others may result
from the deposition of morainic material in the post-glacial period. Knolls may represent
isolated areas of more resistant geological material.
Landcover is usually mixed, with woodland cover predominating over permanent pasture
and arable land use. The woodlands are generally deciduous, and, in places are ancient
semi-natural woodlands, thought to date from at least 1600 AD. They provide a vertical
element which further emphasises the relative elevation of the landform.
Minor landforms are small-scale features visually linked to surrounding lower lying land
which provides the overall setting. The range of land uses, although clearly managed,
results in a variety of surface texture which produces pleasant and interesting scenery.
This is particularly significant where it creates a varied skyline when viewed from a
distance. Sounds are still predominantly „natural‟, and weather and seasons have a
profound effect on landscape colour and beauty. Transitory light effects can emphasise
the landform shape.

Hambleton Landscape Character Assessment and Sensitivity
Study

164

May 2016

LCT4: Intensively farmed lowland (varied topography)
Description for sub-type 4a: Intensively farmed lowland (varied topography) enclosed
Landcover in this landscape sub-type is mixed arable crops and permanent pasture,
together with significant woodland blocks. The landscape contains a large number of
natural elements, in particular deciduous woodland (including ancient semi-natural
woodland), coniferous plantations, shelterbelts, tree clumps, hedgerows and hedgerow
trees, which provide a definite sense of enclosure, and confine the view to a near horizon,
so reducing intervisibility. Fields are typically small-medium in size and rectilinear,
enclosed by agricultural hedges with hedgerow trees. These are generally thick and wellmanaged, although fragmented hedges are evident in some areas. Streams are
frequently present and may flow in winding, often tree-lined courses within the floor of
incised or enclosed valleys. Within such a varied landscape, they occur as valuable
landscape elements rather than, as in more open countryside, a distinct landscape type.
Settlements are dispersed and interconnected by a winding network of minor roads. Small
traditional villages are often located on elevated land or, more characteristically, at the
base of an adjacent escarpment or rising land along what is likely to be a spring line.
Many retain the characteristic features of vernacular architecture and traditional village
form, and are frequently protected as Conservation Areas. Individual farmhouses are also
distributed throughout the area in a dispersed pattern and provide elements which in
general integrate harmoniously within the landscape.
This landscape type is characteristically small to medium in scale, relatively enclosed by
both topography and vegetation. The large number of natural elements. and the mixed
agricultural system produce a varied but harmonious landscape which, although clearly
managed, is both interesting and pleasant.

Description for sub-type 4b: Intensively farmed lowland (varied topography) intermediate
enclosure

Landcover in this landscape sub-type is again mixed arable crops and permanent pasture.
Woodlands are still a significant land use but, together with the same basic variety of
elements of deciduous woodland, coniferous plantations, tree clumps and hedgerow trees,
they do not occur as frequently as in the previous sub-type (4a). The overall sense of
enclosure is reduced from small to medium in scale. Field enclosure is commonly by
hedgerows. Although the majority are thickly growing and in good condition, some are
poorly maintained or fragmented, and agricultural fencing has been erected to provide
enclosure in some locations.
Farmhouses and farm buildings of both brick and stone are widely distributed, and form
well-integrated landscape features. However, where masts and pylons supporting
overhead transmission lines have been installed, they form intrusive elements in the
landscape.

The landscape is medium in scale and enclosure, in which trees, woodlands and
hedgerows are very significant within the view. The range of elements produces a
landscape which, although managed, is sufficiently varied to be both interesting and
pleasant.
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Description for sub-type 4c: Intensively farmed lowland (varied topography) open
Landcover in this sub-type is mixed; predominantly arable crops with some permanent
pasture. Woodland cover is relatively insignificant, and tree clumps and hedgerow trees
are widely dispersed in the landscape.
Types of field enclosure vary throughout the District. Stone walls are found in the
undulating area west of Bedale. Hedgerows are most commonly used, but few are
continuous and well maintained, with many fragmented and in serious decline.
Agricultural fencing has been substituted for hedgerows to provide enclosure in a number
of locations.
The landscape contains a variety of man-made elements. Farmhouses are fairly isolated
and are of all types, ranging from traditional vernacular to modern. Relative lack of
natural landscape elements increases the visibility of these and other artificial elements
some of which, e.g. pylons, masts, silos are sufficiently large in scale and alien in form to
be intrusive.

The landscape character type is predominantly open and simple, lacking the elements
which confer variety. Trees, woodland and hedgerows although present do not
significantly reduce intervisibility and long distance views are possible over extensive
areas, confined only by topography . The landscape is intensively managed and has an
ordinary, but slightly degraded quality resulting from the decline in hedgerow frequency
and quality.

LCT5: Intensively farmed lowland (simple topography)
Description for sub-type 5a: Intensively farmed lowland (simple topography) enclosed
Landcover of this sub-type is predominantly arable crops, together with substantial
woodland cover; permanent pasture is a relatively insignificant land use. An abundance of
natural landscape elements are characteristic: woodland is usually deciduous and may
include Ancient Semi-Natural stands. Tree clumps are also a feature of the sub-type.
However, it is the predominance of hedgerow trees that is particularly significant. These
are usually mature specimens of native species, occurring at regular intervals along
boundary hedgerows, which are still the common form of field enclosure.
The presence of mature trees in association with hedgerows provides a definite sense of
enclosure, characteristic of this sub-type. Intervisibility is low and the landscape is
consequently small in scale and strongly 3-dimensional. The majority of hedgerows are
continuous and thickly growing. Recently-planted replacement hedgerow trees are
evidence of the substantial level of sensitive agricultural management typically associated
with this sub-type.
Built elements are not intrusive, confined to scattered small villages interlinked by a
network of minor roads. Farms are generally isolated, and built in vernacular style. The
landscape is strongly enclosed, a harmonious blend of predominantly natural elements
which are clearly managed. The combination of trees and hedges with intensively
cultivated farmland provides pleasant interesting scenery. This character type is
comparatively unusual in the District, and is valuable for the variety it introduces in the
landscape.
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Description for sub-type 5b: Intensively farmed lowland (simple topography) intermediate
enclosure
Landcover of this sub-type is predominantly arable crops, together with a minor
proportion of permanent pasture. Woodland cover is significant, and consists primarily of
deciduous woods, conifer plantations and shelterbelts. Although not as frequent as in 5a
the woodland is in characteristically large blocks or stands.
Hedgerow trees and hedgerows are still evident in the landscape as natural elements
which provide incident and scale. The hedgerows vary from continuous and thickly
planted to fragmented and gappy, dependent on local management regimes.
Built elements are more frequent and prominent within the landscape. Farm buildings are
evident, and range in style between modern and traditional. Larger scale structures
including silos, masts and pylons may also be present as prominent elements. The
landscape is medium in scale and has sufficient landscape elements to reduce
intervisibility to an intermediate level. Commonly found within the District, it has the
bland and ordinary appearance of a landscape which is intensively managed for high
agricultural production.

Description for sub-type 5c: Intensively farmed lowland (simple topography) open
Landcover is dominantly arable crops, together with minor areas of permanent pasture
and woodland. Other non-agricultural land uses may be present within the landscape
including military airfields, some of which are now redundant. These have taken on a new
use and character as industrial estates (see LCT10 Degraded Landscapes).
Natural elements including woodland, shelterbelts and isolated trees may be present but
are generally inconspicuous in the landscape. Hedgerows may also be present, but many
are fragmented and discontinuous and under clear pressure for removal for field
expansion. In some areas hedgerows are completely absent resulting in a loss of
traditional field pattern.

Farm buildings are present in the landscape, as are masts, poles and other built
elements, which can be very prominent due to the high intervisibility within the sub-type.
The landscape is open or exposed and large or vast in scale. It is usually very highly
managed with a uniform monotonous appearance which lacks variety, and few landscape
elements to provide incident to the view.
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LCT6: Linear river landscapes
Description for sub-type 6a: enclosed valleys
This sub-type is not common within the District, and is restricted to the valley of the River
Leven west of Stokesley, the Cod Beck valley west of Landmoth Ridge, and the
Woundales Beck valley north-east of Borrowby. These valleys are enclosed principally by
landform, and are characterised by steep sides and valley floor which may be either
narrow, incised and almost wholly occupied by the river itself, or alternately broader and
flatter within which the river meanders.
Steeper valley sides typically support extensive stands of mainly broadleaved woodland
(some is ancient semi-natural woodland). The height, colour and texture of the woodland
contrasts strongly with adjacent permanent pasture (or less it commonly, arable land).
Where the river incision is less pronounced, broader valley floors may support rough
pasture and riverside meadows with woodland in smaller stands and clumps.

The landscape is characteristically intimate in scale, tightly enclosed by both landform and
tree cover. These valleys are relatively inaccessible or „secret‟ places which are largely
undisturbed and of great value to wildlife. Evidence of human activity is limited to minor
roads, bridges, footpaths and car parks which are generally appropriate in scale, form and
material, and are sensitively located. The scenery contains many natural elements to
stimulate the senses: the river provides both movement and sound, and the deciduous
vegetation confers variety in colour and texture, according to the season.
Commentary
Although only three locations are referenced in the description, this sub-type is also identified in
the Tees valley at Worsall and Sockburn, and in the Ure valley around Tanfield.

Description for sub-type 6b: minor river valleys
This sub-type is widely distributed throughout the District, and is associated with the
smaller rivers and streams which pass through landscapes in which either landform or
landscape elements are less prominent, so enhancing the significance of these streams in
the landscape. The watercourse is characteristically tree-lined with discontinuous clumps
of small native deciduous trees and scrub vegetation that reflect and emphasise the
typically winding course of the stream. Where the watercourse coincides with a field
boundary hedgerows may be present, although these are often fragmented and poorly
maintained. This higher-level vegetation provides variety of both texture and colour, in
addition to valuable vertical dimension in what is frequently a relatively flat monotonous
landscape of intensively cultivated farmland.

Rough pasture, often with scrub, commonly fringes the tree-lined watercourse, in
particular within areas where intensive agricultural use is impractical, such as along
incised or winding banks. These are neglected areas which have an unkempt, rundown
semi-rough appearance. However, they provide valuable opportunities for wildlife
movement and establishment in what is an otherwise intensively managed and
ecologically inhospitable landscape.
Commentary
Where the watercourses are wooded then these are often visible, if minor, features in the wider
landscape. However, where they lack woodland then the watercourse can be less distinguished
and they often blend into the wider landscape.
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Description for sub-types 6d and 6e: river course with broad floodplain
This is a sub-type generally defined by the limit of intensive agriculture, which takes place
on the broad flat fertile floodplains of the major lowland rivers. In many places, low
engineered levee structures further define the sub-type boundary. Landform adjacent to
the river course is characteristically level or very gently sloping. The character of the river
itself varies along its length according to the extent and prominence of engineering
works. Within some reaches the river is slightly incised and occupies the full width of its
channel. In other locations the river meanders within the channel, depositing large banks
of gravel on the inside of meanders, providing opportunities for invasive scrub
establishment. Small in scale, this sub-type is dominated by the river itself, which
presents a broad band of open water, an unusual feature in the District. Reflections of the
sky, any fringing vegetation, glinting of sunlight, and the sound of water provide interest
and add to the pleasure of proximity to water.
Human influence is evident in engineering works to river channel and banks. Some river
reaches have been artificially straightened, and in many places the engineered profiles of
low flood prevention levees create rather incongruous minor landforms within a generally
flat landscape. Crossings of the river are however infrequent and noticeably low-key.
The river course with broad floodplain sub-type has been further sub-divided on the basis
of presence or absence of fringing tree cover, and the resulting variations in character, as
follows.
6d: tree-lined
The general character of the landscape type is outlined above. However, in many reaches
the river is fringed by tree and shrub growth along the banks and within localised „unused‟
areas, which typically occur between the river and levee structures. This vegetation
emphasises the river course, adding colour, texture and elevation within a generally flat
and featureless landscape. The trees and shrubs which further define and enclose the
river corridor provide both shelter and varied habitat opportunities for a range of wildlife.
6e: open
The general character of the landscape type is described above. In some reaches the
adjacent agricultural activity is so intensive that it extends to the banks of the river itself.
This typically occurs where the dominant land cover is permanent pasture, and grazing is
both heavy and unrestricted. Continuous browsing and grazing has eliminated most
fringing vegetation by preventing the natural regeneration of trees and shrubs. Landscape
elements are infrequent or absent altogether, and generally confined to the small scale
engineered levee structures.
The character and quality of the river banks is particularly significant, in the general
absence of landscape elements. Open river banks are susceptible to erosion by livestock,
and where this occurs banks are characterised by a series of vertical terraces formed
when bank material fails and falls away. This landscape type is characteristically open and
exposed, and lacks the texture, colour, and vertical element conferred by fringing
vegetation.
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LCT7: Estate landscape (including parkland)
Description for LCT7 Estate landscape (including parkland)
Estate landscapes are widely distributed throughout the District. Many examples of this
type have historic origins in, or prior to, the Medieval period. Others were established
during the 18th and 19th centuries, a period of economic prosperity when substantial
country houses were constructed in association with extensive parkland.
Estate landscapes are characterised primarily by a well-ordered appearance derived from
a high level of sensitive, traditional management over long periods. They are often
located on relatively elevated ground, or may be associated with major landscape
features such as rivers. Landcover is varied and consists primarily of permanent pasture,
although arable crops often predominate on flatter, better quality land.
The presence and grouping of natural elements within the landscapes is particularly
important to the character of this type. Clumps, groups, or avenues trees, usually
deciduous, are particularly characteristic of this type. Individual specimens, often exotic
species, planted within grazing land exhibit distinctive „browsing lines‟. Woodland is
frequent, and may include ancient semi-natural stands, shelterbelts and game coverts, as
well as small plantations of commercial woodland. Many estates, especially those
associated with historic parkland, include formal designed landscape elements, such as
avenues of trees, together with terraces and landscaped gardens.
Built elements are also very significant in defining this character type. Churches, manor
houses and farmhouses, usually constructed of traditional materials in a vernacular style,
blend harmoniously into the landscape. Formal entrance archways and gatehouses are
also typical landscape elements, frequently associated with estate walling and fencing
which is particularly distinctive.
Estate landscapes are characteristically medium scale, with a relatively high degree of
enclosure resulting from the number and variety of landscape elements they commonly
contain. The scenery has a distinct air of being well managed and balanced. Landscape
elements provide features of interest, combining to create a character type which makes
a significant contribution to the variety of landscapes within the District.
Estate landscapes are subdivided into those of special interest, identified as such by
English Heritage (sub-type 7a), and those of general interest (sub-type 7b), on the basis
of quality, frequency and importance of elements, particularly built elements. Sub-type
7(a) landscapes include several estates, e.g. Beningbrough Hall, Newburgh Priory and
Thorpe Perrow, which have been registered by English Heritage “by reason of their
historic layout, features and architectural ornaments considered together make them of
special interest” as Grade II sites of enhanced landscape character.
Commentary
The 1991 LCA provides a high level of detail on estate landscapes. However, the focus is on
intact landscapes which are, for example „well managed and balanced‟. There are a number of
areas of more relict parkland and estate features that are not identified as estate landscapes, but
which nevertheless contribute to landscape character. The North Yorkshire HLC provides more
accurate and detailed mapping of estate landscapes, and includes less intact areas.
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LCT9: Small-scale, remnant field pattern
Description for LCT9: Small-scale, remnant field pattern
This landscape type is a historical relic of earlier agricultural landscapes which still survive
in the countryside today. Areas of remnant field pattern are typically located in close
proximity to smaller traditional settlements where development pressure may be less
pronounced, or where agricultural land may be of reduced quality.
They often form a characteristic linear field pattern which is in distinct contrast to both
the irregular fields cleared direct from the natural woodland, and the much more uniform
pattern of rectilinear fields created by Parliamentary enclosure. The pattern is probably
derived from the open field system of farming prevalent in the 14th century when villages
were surrounded by several large open fields, which were cultivated in strips. The strips,
all „aligned‟ in one direction, usually roughly at right angles to a road or property line,
were subsequently enclosed with hedges, probably in medieval times. Some fields still
retain the characteristic elongated S-shape which derived from the turning areas required
by ancient ox-teams.
Landform is not a distinguishing characteristic of this landscape type, which may be
located within flat, rolling or undulating topography. Although arable may be present,
particularly in areas of higher grade agricultural land, it is permanent pasture which forms
the dominant land use. Many fields are intensively grazed, or over-grazed, particularly by
horses which frequently cause serious damage to the ground surface. Other land uses of
an essentially agricultural nature may also be present, including allotments,
smallholdings, nurseries, and scrub vegetation.
This landscape type is particularly characterised by the significance and frequency of
natural landscape elements, which define and emphasise the linear field pattern.
Hedgerows are very conspicuous, as are hedgerow trees, which are usually small to
medium sized specimens of native species. Many hedgerows are poorly maintained in
these circumstances, and may be fragmented and gappy. Enclosure is often improvised
using a variety of standard fencing types including agricultural stock-proof and timber
post and rail, together with recycled pallets, corrugated iron sheeting, etc. in a haphazard
and makeshift pattern.
The remnant fields frequently extend in a band either side of minor and secondary roads
which form the principal routes between smaller settlements. Associated with these are a
range of farm buildings, both traditional and those now converted to residential use,
which are present but an inconspicuous element. ·
The landscape is small in scale and enclosed, with a simple linear pattern which is well
integrated and which frequently forms a distinctive buffer zone between settlements and
the wider countryside. The presence of livestock (frequently horses), together with
movement of vehicles on adjacent roads produces an impression of activity. However, the
poor standard of land management produces a rather degraded, semi-rough appearance
in this distinctive character type.
Commentary
These small-scale field patterns are among the more sensitive landscapes of the District. They
offer a greater sense of time depth which has been erased in areas of more recent enclosure. The
best-preserved hedgerows and concentrations of field boundary trees are often associated with
these areas, and they form the traditional setting to the villages of Hambleton. The 1991
assessment identifies areas of this type, but the HLC mapping does this more accurately and
consistently in terms of strip fields. The 1991 LCA does, however, note some areas of small
piecemeal enclosure that have good hedges and landscape structure, while the HLC concentrates
on field pattern, rather than the level of vegetation.
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LCT10: Degraded landscapes
Description for LCT10: Degraded landscapes
Degraded landscapes, distinguished from other character types by both land use and
location, are not common within the District. This character type is usually located on flat
or gently undulating land within predominantly open rural landscapes. Typically sited on
active, or more frequently, redundant airfields, landform may have been engineered to
produce a level platform.

Landcover is predominantly artificial, comprising industrial, commercial and military land
uses with associated 'hard' surfacing of roads and runways. Pasture forms a significant
secondary land use within active airfields, where it is found in combination with runways
and hardstandings. Usually managed by mowing, it may provide grazing for sheep in
some places. Arable cultivation is more frequently associated with former airfield sites.
Underused or derelict corners commonly support scrub vegetation.
Natural landscape elements are infrequent or absent. Where they do occur, they may be
degraded and of limited landscape or ecological value.
In contrast to other landscape types within Hambleton, degraded landscapes are
characterised by the number and scale of artificially constructed or built elements. Typical
elements within active airfields include sheds, hangars, control towers and other large
scale structures. Former airfields which have been redeveloped frequently contain
warehousing, light industrial units, sheds, etc. More commonly, however, former airfields
have not been redeveloped; buildings have been adapted for new uses, but may be in
poor repair or semi-derelict. Temporary caravans and cabins are common. Ancillary
elements and infrastructure are also significant in the landscape, in particular security
fencing, access roads, pavements, signage, gantries, substations, masts, poles and
pylons.
When these elements are combined as industrial or commercial developments, (or
example at the now disused airfield at Dalton, they are so dominant in scale and/or
number that they overwhelm the underlying character and so define a further landscape
character type.
Degraded landscapes typically have a strong 'urban' character, with built forms and
strident colours that are discordant and unsettling within the rural landscape. They are
typically in scale, often busy and noisy with the movement of vehicles of all types.
Located within flat rural land, which is often relatively open and lacking in landscape
elements capable of providing screening or enclosure, they may be highly visible over
long distances, and appear as intrusive features in the overall landscape.
Commentary
The heritage value of wartime airfields and their infrastructure is increasingly recognised, and
though none of the airfield structures in Hambleton is presently listed, there may be scope to
investigate their cultural significance in making decisions relating to these areas.
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