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introduction
Valuing a Sense of Place and the Long Term
Well-Being of Place and Community

N

orthallerton and the adjoining settlements of Brompton
and Romanby are embarking upon a period of expansion
and redevelopment which provides a unique opportunity
to manage that change in a way that re- awakens a pride in
local identity that will ultimately lead to greater sustainability
and to the retention and the creation of locally distinctive
and very special place to live, work, visit and invest in for
current and future generations .
This period of expansion and redevelopment has the
potential to also raise awareness of history, to reinforce,
restore and enhance character and, incrementally, to
provide a greater range of opportunities for people, whether
visitors or residents, to walk and cycle and to appreciate the
special places, landscapes and open spaces of these historic
settlements .
The individual histories of Northallerton, Brompton and
Romanby and their distinctive characteristics are key
economic assets in addition to the essential contribution
they make to environmental and community well- being
Some of the special historical features and some of the
distinctive characteristics of the landscape and of the
pattern and built heritage of Northallerton, as it has evolved
from market town through rail town to administrative and
commercial and service centre, has become neglected
and undervalued. Similarly, the character of the villages
of Brompton and Romanby has suffered as expansion has
occurred.
This Strategy was initiated by a group of people with differing
environmental expertise and backgrounds, living in the local
area. They were concerned at the significant current and
planned expansion of these settlements in the context of
long term planning that does not appear to address equally
environmental, recreational, transport and development
pressures to achieve sustainable communities in the long
term. There is a lack of a planning overview that recognises
the importance of taking a strategic approach to landscape,
to open space and to local character and which fully balances
and integrates environmental, community and development
needs.

Whilst some involvement and consultation with members of
the local communities has taken place during its preparation,
the authors of this initial Consultation Draft Strategy
welcome feedback and input that will enable the further
development of the information base and of the review and
continuing development of the Strategy itself.
Purpose of the Landscape and Open Space Strategy
•

Define the principal locational, historical and distinctive
spatial characteristics of the settlements and their
landscape setting

•

Incorporate those identified characteristics into the
development of a long term landscape and open space
strategy which, it is recommended, will become an
integral element of development planning in the future.

•

Set out policies, for inclusion in the local plan review, for
protecting and managing land that has been identified
for inclusion in the landscape and open space strategy

•

Identify those existing and proposed areas of land that
form part of the landscape and open space strategy

•

Set out recommendations for implementing the
Strategy’s key objectives through the Development Plan
and Development Management processes.

Northallerton from Castle Hills
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understanding and valuing place
Location: Settlements in the Landscape

A

strong sense of place derives from understanding and
appreciating the special and distinctive landscape,
location, historic, cultural and built heritage characteristics of
the settlements and their landscape setting.
•

Northallerton, Brompton and Romanby were originally
located on the relatively flat valley floors associated with
the Willow and Sun Becks, sheltered by rising land to
both west and east.

•

The early settlements were located on the fertile and
easily worked soils derived from the underlying unsorted
sands and gravels deposited by the receding ice sheet .

•

Their location provided easy access to water- initially
from the becks and later through construction of wells
to enable comparatively easy access to groundwater.

•

Northallerton and Romanby were located on the line of
the important London to Edinburgh road [the original
route of the Great North Road].

•

Following the Norman Conquest, in the Twelfth Century,
and the subsequent granting of extensive lands in the
town and surrounding area to the Bishop of Durham
by William the Conqueror, Northallerton’s importance
grew significantly due to its development, by the Bishop,
as an administrative centre of his land holding and as a
convenient overnight stopping place midway between
the cities of York and Durham.

•

All Saints Churchyard, Northallerton

Water End Green, Brompton

The settlements are set within the Vale of Mowbray
within an area of varying landscape character.

The Green, Romanby
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understanding and valuing place
Drift Geology

Triassic - Penarth Group - Mudstone
Early Triassic - Mercia Group - Mudstone
Quaternary - Lacustrine Deposits - Clay and Silt
Devensian - Superficial Deposits - Sand, Gravelly
Flandrian - Alluvium - Clay, Silt, Sand, and Gravel
Jurassic - Sedimentary Bedrock - Redcar Mudstone
Early Triassic - Sedimentary Bedrock - Mudstone
Triassic - Sherwood Sandstone Group - Sandstone

Figure 1

Page

3

Northallerton, Brompton & Romanby

Landscape and Open Space Strategy
1

understanding and valuing place
Topography

Rivers and Becks
Environment Agency Flood Zone
1 metre contour intervals

Figure 2
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understanding and valuing place
The Great North Road

To Darlington

Romanby

Great North Road historic carriage route from York to Durham via
Romanby and Northallerton High Street prior to construction of
South Parade. South Parade constructed to enable much easier
access to enter High Street by eliminating 90 degree turns.

Figure 3
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understanding and valuing place
Setting: The Distinctive Character of the Landscape

Swale Lowlands

Reproduced from Hambleton Landscape
Character Assessment 2016 courtesy of
Land Use Consultants, Edinburgh

Bullamoor Farmland

Figure 4
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settlements in time
Evolution and Distinctive Characteristics

N

orthallerton is known to have been an important
centre for more than a thousand years. In Saxon
times it became a borough and the centre of the
Wapentake of Allerton.

•

Northallerton’s location midway between York and
Durham led to it developing an increasing importance
as an overnight stop for the Bishop and his retinue
and also for travellers taking this route.

•

The significant local landmark hill known as Castle
Hills, located on the very edge and to the north- west
of the centre of Northallerton, is thought to have
been an important centre for people living in the
area in earlier periods. Evidence of a ditch and bank
earthwork that encircles the whole hill is still evident
towards the base of the landform.

•

•

Early Northallerton was centred upon and developed
around the church. The siting and extent of that early
settlement appears to show the importance that the
early settlers attached to the site’s relationship to the
valleys and the course of the 2 Becks that we have
come to know as Willow and Sun Becks. That location
and sense of place was heightened by the need for
settlers and visitors to cross one of those 2 Becks
when entering the settlement from the north and
from the south.

The Bishop of Durham was responsible for the
construction of the Motte and Bailey and, later,
the Bishop’s Palace at the western edge of the
early settlement, within the fork of land formed by
the confluence of the Willow and Sun Becks . The
creators of those two significant structures utilised
water from the Becks to reinforce the protection and
fortification of the two sites. The form of those two
significant structures and evidence of the related
water channel, survives as significant land marks and
testament to the early importance of Northallerton
and the influential role of the Bishops of Durham.

•

The historic churches of Northallerton and Brompton
and their immediately associated churchyards
remain, visually and physically, at the heart of their
settlements and communities.

•

Tanning and the making of linen using local
supplies and the ready availability of water and the
comparative ease of access to important transport
route was to play an important influence on the
development and expansion of both Northallerton
and Brompton- and also of Romanby.

•

Wealthy landowners established a number of fine
houses and associated well- treed grounds in the
Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries, on the then
edge of the settlements, including the Mount.

•

The arrival of the railways in the Nineteenth Century
was to profoundly impact on the expansion and
development of all 3 settlements.

•

The location and significance of Northallerton led to
it becoming the administrative Centre for the North
Riding, the County of North Yorkshire and the District
of Hambleton, which in turn has led to further
pressures for expansion and development.

•

The Borough of Allertonshire was granted, after the
Norman conquest, to the Bishop of Durham.

•

The Saxon church and borough were ravaged in
William the Conqueror’s ‘Harrying of the North’ in
1069-70.

•

It was the Bishop of Durham who, in the Eleventh
and Twelfth Centuries, was responsible for the initial
layout of the High Street and of the associated
burgage plots and back lanes. It is that layout that
has such a profound influence on the layout and
character of the settlement through to the present
day. While the early self sufficiency of the individual
burgage plots was to eventually evolve and be
replaced by the creation of the yards behind the High
Street frontages, that underlying clarity of layout and
pattern remains.
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settlements in time
Early Development
Historical research and maps - Courtesy of Dorothy Edwards

Series of maps showing the incremental expansion of
Northallerton and the related changes of the farming and
character and enclosure of the surrounding land. They tell a
fascinating story of the farming pattern of the open moors
and open field systems of the Anglo- Saxon times and then the
massive changes following the Norman conquest and the new
dominant role of the Bishop of Durham, [following the transfer
of land to him by the new king,] through to the almost complete
enclosure and hedged field pattern of the Eighteenth Century.
Northallerton is shown initially sited within the triangle formed
by the confluence of the Willow and Sun Becks and the line of
the route of what that was to become the northern section of
the High Street and part of the Great North Road.
Sequence of maps also shows the prominent and influential role
that the Bishops of Durham played in terms of land ownership,
land management and in the development of Northallerton.

Anglo-Saxon

Post Conquest

Early Medieval

1797 Field Pattern following Enclosure

North Moor (local moorland area used for grazing)
Bullamoor (local moorland area used for grazing)
Hailstone Moor (local moorland area used for grazing)

Land remaining in
Open Field System

Open field system (in cultivation), land managed in
narrow strips to grow basic needs
Meadow
Land converted from moor and meadow into cultivation
Demesne lands retained in Bishop’s direct control and
management for own use
Possible Demesne
Raker, or Wiske Moor (ring-fenced farm originally
established by the Bishop of Durham)
Urban Area

Figure 5
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settlements in time
Northallerton 1797 - 20th Century

1797

First Edition Ordnance Survey of 1854

Ordnance Survey of 1913

20th Century

Figure 6
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DISTINCTIVENESS: Key features of spatial quality & character of place
Streets, Places and Spaces

•

W

illow Beck, Turker Beck and Sun Beck and their
associated valleys and floodplains

•

Historic close inter- relationship of communities
with their land and landscape setting which is
still particularly evident in parts of Brompton and
Romanby. Settlement pattern demonstrates a
surviving interpenetration of land and settlement , of
a continuity of the strong presence of mature farmland
trees and hedgerows, of the acceptance and valuing of
nature in features such as stream courses- and there is
a close physical proximity of settlement to landscape.

•

The character of landscape setting and of green wedges
contributes significantly to settlement character.

•

Imposing landform of Castle Hill and setting, and its
associated heritage and landscape values

•

Ancient churches, and associated churchyards and
mature trees are dominant features at the heart,   
visually and physically, of Brompton and of
Northallerton   

•

Norman motte and bailey and the Bishop’s Palace site
[with its’ associated moat and channel for the diverting
of water] and related settings.

•

Broad Historic market place and commercial core area
with its enclosing historic building frontages, associated
burgage plots and back lanes

•

Historic community Greens and open spaces and
associated mature trees.

•

Formal dignified layout of the main streets and
associated building frontages leading to historic
commercial centre of Northallerton [e.g. South Parade].

•

Grand houses and associated Grounds and designed
landscapes with mature trees created by prominent
and successful businessmen. E.g. The Mount on
Yafforth Road, Northallerton .

•

County Hall and its’ Grounds and setting together with
nearby railway station and transport hub.

•

HDC Civic Centre and leisure centre with its’ associated
extensive recreation area, open space and woodland
belts.

•

Existing Local Rights of Way network. Surviving network
of routeways dating from earlier periods linking
different parts of settlements and linking settlements
to their surrounding landscapes. Will include some
that played key role in the movement of people and
the transport of goods over many centuries and over
considerable distances. Will also include some that

North Beck corridor directly west of Hambleton Leisure Centre

Motte and Bailey adjacent to site of Bishop’s Palace
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DISTINCTIVENESS: Key features of spatial quality & character of place
Streets, Places and Spaces: existing spatial pattern,
significances and pedestrian links

Public Rights of Way
Sustrans National Cycle Route
Conservation Areas
Listed Buildings
Historic Commercial Core
Transport Hubs
Historic Green Space
Regional Green Infrastructure Corridor

Figure 7
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DISTINCTIVENESS: Key features of spatial quality & character of place
Historic Heart

Northallerton
Early Castle Hill’s earthworks, Motte and Bailey earthwork,
site of Bishop’s Palace, All Saints Church and churchyard
and cemetary, Applegarth, historic landscape setting to The
Mount with related Willow Beck corridor link.
Brompton
Low Brompton Green, Church and associated Greens.
Northallerton

Romanby
Romanby Green extending and including Packhorse Bridge
Green and associated corridor of land to west.

1971 Aerial Photograph of Castle Hills Enclosure (John Parkinson)

Castle Hills Enclosure
Alignment of Rigg and Furrow Field Marks across
later boundaries

Brompton

Original bed of Willow Beck (before later meanders and changing of course cutting slope)
Leat and Moat surrounding the Bishop’s palace
(second phase of castle wet ditches)
Line of important ancient crossing (stone gateway, bridge or paved ford across beck)

Romanby

Figure 8
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landscape AND open space vision
Primary Objectives and Key Principles

•

•

•

•

L

andscape and Open Space strategy is an integral
part of creating more sustainable settlements and
communities.

•

Will retain and promote spatial character including
use of street trees and locally distinctive surfacing and
lighting.

Will play an important role in the local economy
by restoring and promoting local distinctiveness
and quality and character of place and by providing
additional range of attractions and opportunities for
local residents and for visitors.

•

Will protect landscape settings which contribute
significantly to character and experience of the whole
and/or part of a settlement

•

Will prevent the linking of adjoining settlements
and assist in the integration of settlements into the
surrounding landscape and beyond

•

Will encourage and enable enjoyment of walking
and cycling within and between settlements and into
the surrounding landscape for residents and visitors
through the creation of an expanded rights of way
network that links the open space network .

•

Seeks to promote an integrated long term
development vision that fully integrates sustainable
and long term economic, environmental and
community values and well- being as its overall
objective.

Essential to support individual and community
health and well- being, including the provision of
opportunities for exercise and recreation and for
reconnecting people to place, to growing of food, to
nature and to each other.
Progressively implementing landscape and open space
vision has potential to mitigate impacts of climate
change in general and on Northallerton, Romanby and
Brompton, including through increasing tree cover,
enabling movement of wildlife and providing space for
flood water.

•

Will assist the protection, enhancement and creation
of network of habitats through these settlements and
surrounding landscapes to support the conservation
and enhancement of local wildlife.

•

Will provide space for flood water and flood water
management.

•

Will assist in the protection of locally important sites
and areas from development.

•

Will retain, protect and enhance the local
environment, local history and local distinctiveness.

•

Will enable and promote increased awareness
and appreciation of local distinctiveness and the
participation of community in local environmental
projects and restore and engender local pride and
community well- being.
Wildflower seeding on Finkills Way
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landscape AND open space vision
Key Components

Green Infrastructure Corridors
•

Broad landscape corridors that provide space for nature,
natural systems and wildlife, and routeways for people to
walk, cycle and to enjoy.

Green Hearts of Settlements
•

Encompass valued historic landscapes and green spaces
(Also see Figure 8)

Distinctive Landscape Settings
•

Areas with distinctive landform character and hedged
patterns that make significant contribution to the
intrinsic character of the settlement.

Historic Cores of Settlements
•

Ancient heart of settlements, often with fine building
frontages, paved spaces and network of associated yards,
lanes and ginnels.

Green Infrastructure Corridors
Green Hearts of Settlements
Distinctive Landscape Setting
Historic Cores of Settlements

Figure 9

Page

14

Northallerton, Brompton & Romanby

Landscape and Open Space Strategy
5

A long term landscape and open space strategy
Integrating Landscape and Open Space

•

T

he Strategy is aspirational and long term and is
intended to be implemented incrementally and
over time.

•

The Strategy encompasses a network of widely varying
areas, spaces and corridors that both individually
and collectively make a significant contribution to
local character and the well-being of places and of
communities.

•

The Strategy includes significant areas that are in public
ownership or are publically accessible, There are also
important parts that are not freely accessible or are in
private ownership and not currently accessible.

•

School Grounds are included as they are an important
part of the existing green space pattern and character
of the settlements and have significant potential for
further enhancement.

•

The Strategy seeks to correct a significant deficiency
of accessible informal quality open space and to
rebalance the present make up of recreational open
space which is currently dominated in character and in
area by the presence of sports pitches.

•

The Strategy is intended to provide an uninterrupted
network of spaces linking central and hard surfaced
community areas with green spaces and the
surrounding countryside.

Typical settlement pattern along valley floor from Scholla Lane

Distinctive landscape character to west of Romanby

Willow Beck corridor to north of Beckside and Rowans Way
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A long term landscape and open space strategy
Integrated Landscape and Open Space Strategy

existing green space
Allotments
Amenity Public Open Space
Family Leisure Space, Play Areas, & Playing Fields
School Grounds

public access
Existing Public Right of Way

key landscape components
Regional Green Infrastructure Corridor
Proposed Local Green Infrastructure Corridors
Green Hearts of Settlements
Distinctive Landscape Setting
Historic Cores of Settlements

Figure 10
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landscape and open space STRATEGY
Integration into the Local Development Plan and
Future Development Planning

Strategy: Designations and Delivery
Recommendations to Hambleton District Council Planning
Authority
The following policies are suggested to Hambleton District
Council for inclusion in the preparation of the new Local Plan
in order to protect and manage land and corridors that have
been identified on the accompanying landscape and open
space strategy (Figure 11). The Strategy has been prepared
in line with the National Planning Policy Framework .This
Strategy identifies, for special protection, the areas identified
on Figure 11 and which are identified as being of particular
importance to local communities. The identified areas are
put forward to Hambleton District Council for designation in
order that their designation will rule out new development
in the future in line with NPPF paragraph 76.
Proposed Green Infrastructure Corridors
These corridors, identified on Figure 11, already contribute
significantly to the character of the settlements and to the
overall character of the landscape. Where they are based
on the alignment of stream courses, they also have an
important role to play in flooding events and in flood water
management. They also have significant value as wildlife
corridors. They have considerable potential to provide routes
for the expansion of the footpath and cycleway network
and for the enhancement of their character and of their
wildlife value. It is recommended to HDC that these corridors
be protected as an important long term multi- functional
network and as an important contribution to creating a more
sustainable local environment.
Existing Designated Green Space
Land previously identified and designated by Hambleton
District Council as green spaces important to local
communities.
Proposed Designated Green Space
There is a lack of woodland and informal green spaces
with public access in and around these settlements and an
absence of a linked network of green spaces for enjoyment
by residents and visitors alike, unlike in a number of other
market towns with neighbouring settlements in the District.
There are also many examples of historically important or

locally valued landscapes and places that remain inaccessible
or unprotected. It is recommended that those existing green
space areas and those landscapes and areas of land that
form part of the landscape and open space strategy and
are identified and proposed on Figures 10 and 11 should be
included within a network of spaces that be protected for
the future and for future generations to enjoy.
Proposed Landscape Character Conservation Areas
Those areas of landscape identified on Figure 11 have
been identified as having a pleasing combination of rolling
landform and an intact pattern of small to medium scale
fields bounded by mature hedgerows and trees. These areas
provide a rural setting to the village and conservation area
of Romanby and make a significant contribution to that
distinctive character of Romanby which retains a rural village
feel in spite of incremental expansion and the proximity
to Northallerton. The approach to Romanby through this
landscape from the north- by road or along the footpathserves to emphasise the important contribution it makes to
the distinctive character of the village and the well- being of
the community. For these reasons, it is recommended that
these areas be protected from development and continue
to make a significant contribution to village character and to
the setting of the village.
Proposed Public Footpath/ Cycle Routes and Network
There is a limited network of existing public footpath
and cycleway routes in and around the settlements. It is
recommended that these proposals would make a valuable
expansion to the current network and that the routes be
protected to enable implementation incrementally in the
future.
Delivery of the Strategy through the Development
Management process.
Through the preparation of a long term landscape and open
space strategy and its’ submission for public consultation as
part of the preparation of the new Local Plan, it is intended
that the Strategy will ultimately become a valued reference
and guidance document for planners, developers and the
public and that the development management process will
provide an important means to deliver the Strategy’s long
term vision.
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landscape and open space STRATEGY
Integration into the Local Development Plan and
Future Development Planning
Description and recommendations for specific areas
identified on the Strategy Layout Plan:
•

Recommended Local Green Infrastructure Corridors

•

Existing Green Spaces

•

Recommended Green Spaces

•

Recommended Landscape Character Conservation Areas

•

Recommended Public footpaths and cycle routes

Existing HDC Designated Green Space
Local Green Infrastructure Corridor recommended for
designation by HDC
Green Space recommended for designation by HDC
Landscape Character Conservation Areas
recommended for designation by HDC
Public footpath and cycle routes recommended for
designation by HDC

Figure 11
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re-connecting communities to landscape
Connection of Town and Country

•

Long Term Strategy to promote more sustainable settlements
and communities

•

Long Term Strategy to promote the creation of an expanded
rights of way network that links the open space network and
encourages the enjoyment of walking and cycling between
settlements and into the surrounding areas for residents and
visitors.

•

Promote restoration of the connection of town to country
and people to the land and to nature and encourage
opportunities for renewing and enhancing local food
production.

•

Promote extension of green infrastructure corridors deeper
into surrounding countryside.

River Wiske Corridor
Regional Green Infrastructure Corridor
Surrounding Settlements and Communities
Recommended Northallerton, Brompton, and
Romanby Green Infrastructure Corridor
Potential Local Green Infrastructure Corridors
connecting Settlements and Communities

Figure 12
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