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INTRODUCTION AND SCOPE
Introduction
Hambleton District Council has commissioned 4 global Consulting to prepare a Playing
Pitch Strategy (PPS) to form part of the Hambleton District Council 2017 Local Plan. In
conjunction with the Indoor Sports Facilities Strategy and the Open Space Strategy, the
PPS will provide a comprehensive strategy for sports facility provision in the district. 4
global Consulting, hereafter referred to as the consultant team, understand the purpose
of undertaking the assessment is:
“To encourage more people in Hambleton to get more active more often through
engagement with the playing pitch sports within the scope of the strategy”
A PPS is a strategic assessment that provides an up to date analysis of supply and
demand for playing pitches (grass and artificial) in the local authority. Given the breadth
of sports played in the study area, as well as the intention of Hambleton District Council
to incorporate as much grass-roots participation as possible within the study, the
assessment will focus on the following sports:
•
•
•
•

Football
Rugby Union
Cricket
Hockey.

Within these sports, the strategy will seek as far as is practicable to include consideration
of all forms of play whether:
•
•

•

Club and league based (formal) play and training
Less formal programmed forms of the respective sports (e.g. turn up
and play 'products' such as Rush Hockey, Mash Up Football, Last
Man Stands (form of 20 overs cricket), Cage Cricket, Touch Rugby)
and,
Informal and un-programmed play by groups of residents, workers,
students, school friends out of school etc.

The consultant team has worked with Hambleton District Council, hereafter referred to as
HDC or ‘the Council’, to provide a strategy that is fit-for-purpose and addresses the
specific issues and risks for the area. It is key that this Playing Pitch Strategy reflects the
local context and enables the local authority to maximise the amount of high quality
sporting provision for its residents, while understanding the need to meet planning and
housing requirements. The Strategy will therefore aim to deliver against the following
drivers:
•

Contribution to the Hambleton Local Plan through the provision of a
clear action plan with owners and defined timescales for completion
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•

•
•

•

Recognition of the importance of outdoor physical activity and sport
and the clear demonstration of how these should be prioritised within
any development or regeneration project
Provision of an Evidenced Based Approach and the management of a
clear sign-off and governance structure for key stakeholders
Support to continue the sporting legacy of leisure facility investment
and an identification of whether further investment could benefit the
Hambleton residents
Evidence to support a review of capital investment in sport and leisure
and a demonstration of the impact of investment on overall sporting
provision

As part of the Playing Pitch Strategy, it is important to consider the many major sports
facility development projects that are planned for the future. This is to ensure that any
future recommendations consider facility development that is already in progress and
ensure residents have a fit-for-purpose and adequate spread of facility. With this in mind,
several potential scenarios will be tested as part of the overall scope of work, which
include the following:
•

•

The Sowerby Sports Village development: A combination of grass
pitches, ancillary sports facilities and youth sports provision to be used
for hockey, rugby and football, as well as several non-pitch sports.
(with the relocation of Thirsk Falcons to this site and their desire to
advance into step 6 of the National League System, specific
requirements for Category G of the National Ground Grading should
be taken into consideration - http://www.thefa.com/getinvolved/player/clubs-leagues/ground-grading)
North Northallerton development: Artificial Grass Pitch and grass pitch
developments, to serve the need of a major new housing development
in the area.
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Methodology
The assessment methodology adopted for the PPS follows the published guidance from
Sport England. The guidance used is the 2013 version, Playing Pitch Strategy Guidance
– An Approach to Developing and Delivering a Playing Pitch Strategy1. Figure 1.1
summarises the approach proposed in this guidance and is broken down into 10 steps.
Figure 1.1: Developing and Delivering a Playing Pitch Strategy – The 10 Step Approach
(Sport England, 2013)

1. Prepare and tailor
the approach
10. Keep the
strategy robust

2. Gather supply
information and
views

3. Gather demand
information and
views

9. Apply & deliver
the strategy

8. Write and adopt
the strategy

4. Understand the
situation at
individual sites

7. Develop the
recommendations &
action plan

5. Develop the
future and current
pictures of provision
6. Identify the key
findings

To facilitate information gathering and help ensure PPS reports are based on a robust
evidence base, 4 global has developed an online data entry and assessment platform
(see images below), which contains all pitch provider and club information. This will
enable the Council to keep supply and demand information and the strategy up to date
through to the end of the strategy and beyond.

1 https://www.sportengland.org/
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Figure 1.2 - 4 global’s Online Playing Pitch Platform

A Project Steering Group comprising representation from the Council, Sport England and
National Governing Bodies of Sport (NGBs) has guided the study from its
commencement. At critical milestones, the Steering Group members have reviewed and
verified the data and information collected to allow the work to proceed efficiently through
each stage, reducing the margin of error. Details of the steering board and the
organisations they represent are included in Appendix H – Steering Group Members.

The Structure of our Report
The structure of the PPS report is as follows
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Section 1 - Introduction
Section 2 – Strategic Context
Section 3 – Football
Section 4 – Cricket
Section 5 – Rugby
Section 6 – Hockey
Section 7 – Key findings, recommendations and action plan

Supporting information is included in the appendices and referenced throughout.
In addition to the detailed report, an Executive Summary has also been produced, which
brings together the key outputs of the study, as well as the main issues and opportunities
from the Indoor Facilities Strategy and the Open Space Strategy. This is included as a
separate document.
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STRATEGIC CONTEXT
This section summarises the most important policies and context that impact upon the
strategy and its interpretation. It also gives an overview of the demographics of the study
area, which provides contextual background to sport participation and the need for
provision now and in the future.
Sport specific strategies and policy documents published by NGBs are included within
each sport’s section to provide more relevant context to each sport.

National Context
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) sets out the Government’s planning
policies for England. This provides the framework, which must be considered in the
preparation of local plans and is a material consideration in determining planning
decisions. The NPPF highlights the purpose of the planning system in terms of
contributing to the achievement of “sustainable development”, and defines the three
dimensions of this – economic, social and environmental. Gains in these should be
sought simultaneously.
A ‘presumption in favour of sustainable development’ is central to the NPPF. Paragraph
14 states that, for plan-making, this means:
•
•
•

•

Local planning authorities should positively seek opportunities to meet
the development needs of their area;
Local Plans should meet objectively assessed needs, with sufficient
flexibility to adapt to rapid change, unless:
Any adverse impacts of doing so would significantly and demonstrably
outweigh the benefits, when assessed against the policies in this
Frame work taken as a whole; or
Specific policies in this Framework indicate development should be
restricted.

The NPPF sets out the requirement of local authorities to establish and provide adequate
and proper leisure facilities to meet local needs. Paragraphs 73 and 74 outline the
planning policies for the provision and protection of sport and recreation facilities.
•

“Access to high quality open spaces and opportunities for sport and
recreation can make an important contribution to the health and wellbeing of communities. Planning policies should be based on robust
and up to date assessments of the needs for open space, sports and
recreation facilities and opportunities for new provision. The
assessments should identify specific needs and quantitative or
qualitative deficits or surpluses of open space, sports and recreational
facilities in the local area. Information gained from the assessments
should be used to determine what open space, sports and
recreational provision is required”.
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•
•
•

•

‘Existing open space, sports and recreational buildings and land,
including playing fields, should not be built on unless:
An assessment has been undertaken which has clearly shown the
open space, buildings or land to be surplus to requirements; or
The loss resulting from the proposed development would be replaced
by equivalent or better provision in terms of quantity and quality in a
suitable location; or
The development is for alternative sports and recreational provision,
the needs for which clearly outweigh the loss.”

Sport England is a statutory consultee on all planning applications that affect sports
pitches and it has a long-established policy of playing pitch retention, even prior to the
NPPF guidance. It looks to improve the quality, access and management of sports
facilities as well as investing in new facilities to meet unsatisfied demand. Sport England
requires local authorities to have an up-to date assessment of playing pitch needs and an
associated strategy including a recommendation that the evidence base is reviewed
every three years. The key drivers for the production of the strategy as advocated by
Sport England are to protect, enhance and provide playing pitches, as follows:
•

•

•

Protect: To provide evidence to inform policy and specifically to
support Site Allocations and Development Management Policies
which will protect playing fields and their use by the community,
irrespective of ownership
Enhance: To ensure that sports facilities are effectively managed and
maintained and that best uses are made of existing resources whether facilities, expertise and/or personnel to improve and enhance
existing provision – particularly in the light of pressure on local
authority budgets
Provide: To provide evidence to help secure external funding for new
facilities and enhancements through grant aid and through the
Community Infrastructure Levy2 (CIL) and Section 106 agreements.

Sport England and local authorities can then use the strategies developed and the
guidance provided in making key planning decisions regarding sports pitches and facility
developments in the area and to support or protect against planning applications brought
forward by developers.

2 The Community Infrastructure Levy is a planning charge, introduced by the Planning Act 2008 as
a tool for local authorities in England and Wales to help deliver infrastructure to support the
development of their area. It came into force on 6 April 2010 through the Community Infrastructure
Levy Regulations 2010. Development may be liable for a charge under the Community
Infrastructure Levy. Source: Planning Portal https://www.planningportal.co.uk (Department for
Communities and Local Government: 2016)
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A NEW STRATEGY FOR AN ACTIVE NATION: SPORTING FUTURE (2015)

Since the previous strategy for sport (Game Plan, 2002) was written and published by the
Department for Culture Media and Sport (DCMS), the sporting world and the way the
public engages with sport has fundamentally transformed and changed. In turn, this
means that the government has identified a need to update the way it delivers sport.
The current government therefore released an updated sports strategy in late 2015, to
address the changing landscape for sports and physical activity in the UK. As a result of
this strategy and of relevance to Local Authorities and local sport delivery organisations,
the methods used to measure the impact of physical activity will change significantly,
through the introduction of Active Lives.
The strategy is based on five simple but fundamental outcomes, which all organisations
that deliver sport and physical activity should look to address
•
•
•
•
•

Physical health
Mental health
Individual development
Social and community development
Economic development.

The success of an organisation in demonstrating the above outputs will influence future
funding decisions, with an overall objective of basing these decisions on the social good
that sport and physical activity can deliver, not simply on the number of participants.
The strategy also looks to focus on increasing participation among hard to reach
demographic groups, whose engagement in sports and physical activity is well below the
national average. Thus, funding will be distributed to focus on those who tend not to take
part in sport, including women and girls, disabled people, those in lower socio-economic
groups and older people.
When considering the Council’s responsibilities for delivering sport and physical activity,
the new strategy emphasises the importance of local authorities, stating that they will
continue to have a crucial role in delivering sport and physical activity opportunities.

Local Context
The Hambleton District Council area borders the Councils of Darlington, Stockton on
Tees, Middlesborough and Redcar & Cleveland to the north; Richmondshire and
Harrogate to the west; Scarborough and Ryedale to the east; and York to the south. A
summary of the local context for Hambleton Council area is included in the two following
sections

Page 9 of 152

Hambleton District Council Playing Pitch Strategy

Map 2.1 below shows the local authority spatially, illustrating the location of Hambleton
and its borders with the abovementioned boroughs. Map 2.1 also shows the five subareas that have been defined, in conjunction with the Council, to determine specific areas
for analysis; Bedale, Easingwold , Northallerton, Stokesley and Thirsk. These sub-areas
will be explained in more detail throughout the remainder of the report and where
appropriate, analysis will be undertaken for each sub-area in turn.
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Map 2.1 – Hambleton boundaries and sub-areas
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Population Profiles and Projections
Understanding the population and future growth projections are important in planning the
future provision of sports facilities.
The Strategic Housing Market Needs Assessment (SHMNA) 2016 has been produced as
part of the development of the Local Plan. The document includes population projections
and data based on the ONS 2014 mid-year estimates and the ONS Sub-National
Population projections 2012. The population of Hambleton is set to grow as described
below based on data from the SHMNA.
The 2014 population estimate for the District was 89,800, an increase of 5,600 since
2001, equating to a 6.7% rise. The highest proportion of the population is 45-59 years old
(22.9%); there are also high numbers of 60-74 year olds (20.2%) and those aged 75+
(10.8%).
Map 2.2 shows the current population density in the District; the darker colours are the
areas of highest population, which, as expected, correspond with the major market towns
in the District.
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Map 2.2 – Population density in Hambleton

The 2012 sub national population projections indicate a growth of 4.1% by 2035 to
93,469. The largest growth will be in those aged 60 and over which is estimated to reach
38,200, representing an increase of 37%. Those aged 75 and over is projected to
increase by 83%. On the other hand, there is a notable decrease in the 45 - 59-year age
group of 25.4% with small decreases in other age groups.
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Map 2.3 shows the projected population growth in Hambleton to 2026. From this map, it
is clear that the largest area of population growth is in and around Northallerton. This is
therefore where there is likely to be the highest increase in demand for community
services, including provision of sport and physical activity – facilities and opportunities.
There are also areas of high population growth in Bedale, and to the North of Stokesley,
(on the border with Redcar and Cleveland), and to the North of Easingwold. Areas of
population growth will also occur around Thirsk, and Easingwold, although not to the
same levels as in Northallerton, Bedale and Stokesley.
Subnational projections to 2035 are detailed in Table 2.1.
Table 2.1 – Summary of 2014 Sub National Population Projections to 2035

Age Group
0-4
5-9
10-14
15-19
20-24
25-29
30-34
35-39
40-44
45-49
50-54
55-59
60-64
65-69
70-74
75-79
80-84
85-89
90+
ALL AGES

Figures in thousands (to one decimal place)
2016
2020
2025
2030
4.4
4.7
4.7
4.7
3.9
4.8
4.3
4.2
5
6.6
7.5
6.5
6.1
6.8
5.6
4.3
3.1
1.9
1.1
90.3

4.3
4.7
4.9
4.4
3.7
4.6
4.5
4.4
4.4
5.5
7
7.5
6.4
6.1
6.4
4.8
3.7
2.2
1.4
91.1

4.2
4.7
4.9
4.7
3.4
4.3
4.5
4.7
4.8
4.6
5.7
7
7.5
6.5
5.9
5.9
4.2
2.7
1.8
92.1

Source: ONS Subnational population projections (SNPP) 2012
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4.1
4.6
4.9
4.7
3.7
4.1
4.2
4.7
5
5
4.8
5.8
7.1
7.6
6.3
5.4
5.2
3.2
2.4
92.8

2035
4
4.5
4.8
4.6
3.8
4.4
4
4.4
5.1
5.2
5.2
5
6
7.2
7.3
5.8
4.8
4
3.1
93.1
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Map 2.3 – Percentage change in population by ward in Hambleton (2016-2026)
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Demographics
The SHMNA shows the ethnic profile of the District as 98.31% white. Asian people
account for 0.67%, Black 0.21%, Mixed 0.67% and Others 0.14%.
The ONS 2015 indices of multiple deprivation (IMD) overall ranks the District at 271 out of
353 local authority areas nationally; this indicates relatively low levels of deprivation. This
is underpinned by the fact that there are no top 10 ranked Local Super Output Areas
(LSOAs) in the District.
Map 2.4 illustrates the location of the more deprived areas in Hambleton District; it is
clear that overall deprivation does not impact the majority of the District, but there are
some small areas with severe deprivation in Northallerton and Thirsk.
Map 2.4 – Deprivation Areas in Hambleton
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The majority of the population (80%), have some form of qualification with 32% being at
Level 4 or higher. Occupations are dominated by those who- are classed as professionals
(44%), with those in skilled occupations being 34%, and unskilled 23%. Both
qualifications and occupation type are above the regional averages.
There are currently 48,800 people who are economically active; 20.9% of these are selfemployed, which is much higher than the national figure of 10.1%. A total of 3.1% of the
economically inactive are unemployed which is significantly lower than the national rate
5.7%.
13.8% of the population have a disability, higher than both the regional (11.6%) and
national average (11%)
Excess weight and obesity are an issue for the District as highlighted in the 2016 Health
Profile for the District and the updated JSNA 2015.

Local Sports Context for Hambleton
This section summarises the key sports specific strategies and plans for Hambleton as
well as the local participation trends to understand the key priorities for sports and leisure
in the local and surrounding areas.
THE ECONOMIC VALUE OF SPORT

Sport has a valuable role to play in benefitting the health and social economy of the
nation and at local level. It is estimated that sport makes an £11.3 billion contribution to
the health economy of England3. in 2010, sport contributed gross value-add of £20.3
billion to the economy in England.
THE PHYSICAL AND SOCIAL VALUE OF SPORT

The value of participation in sport and physical activity is significant, and its contribution
to individual and community quality of life should not be under estimated. This is true for
both younger and older people; participation in sport and physical activity delivers:
•
•
•

•

•

3

Opportunities for physical activity, and therefore more ‘active living’
Health benefits – cardiovascular, stronger bones, mobility
Physical health benefits – prevents and manages 20 chronic disease
including coronary heart disease, stroke, type 2 diabetes, cancer,
obesity, musculoskeletal conditions
Mental health benefits – prevents mental health problems and
improves the quality of life of those experiencing mental health
problems and illnesses
Social benefits – socialisation, communication, inter-action, regular
contact, stimulation

Local Sport Profile 2015 and the Economic value of sport (Sport England: 2015)
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In addition, participation in sport and physical activity can facilitate the learning of new
skills, development of individual and team ability / performance, and provide a
‘disciplined’ environment in which participants can ‘grow’ and develop.
The benefits of regular and active participation in sport and physical activity will be
important to promote in relation to future sport, leisure and physical activity in Hambleton.
There is an existing audience in the study area, which already recognise the advantages
of participation, and a latent community who are ready to take part. The sport, physical
activity and leisure offer in the study area can support the delivery of the desired
outcomes across a number strategic priorities and objectives.
CURRENT PARTICIPATION RATE; THE NATIONAL PICTURE

Released on the 8th of December 2016, the latest figures from Sport England’s biannual
Active People Survey (APS) show an increase of 1.5 % in the number of people over the
age of 16 playing sport at least once per week from 12 months ago. This equates to an
additional 229,400 people playing sport on a regular basis. It should be noted that at the
date of the publication of this strategy, the detailed data for each sport had not been
released for the December 2016 data. All APS data for this report therefore refers to
APS10 Q2 data.
One of the most significant findings from APS was the continued narrowing of the gender
gap in sports participation. APS data shows that 7.2 million women now participate in
sport, representing 45% of the total regular sports participants across the country. Part of
the cause for the reduction of the gender gap in sports participation is the ‘This Girl Can’
campaign. Since the campaigns launch, APS data shows that 250,000 addition women
now regularly play sport, an increase of 3.6%.
Another demographic to have grown in terms of sport participation over the last year is
Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic (BAME) groups. 2.92 million people belonging to BAME
groups now participate regularly in sport, representing 18.3% of all sports participants.
This means that if a person is from a BAME community they are more likely (37.5%) to
participate in sport regularly than someone from a White British background (35.9%).
APS data shows that fitness classes and going to the gym continue to be the nation’s
most popular form of sports participation with 7.1 million people (44%) choosing to
exercise in this way. Participation at gyms and fitness classes have increased by 286,400
over the last year, a rise of 4.2%.
Other sports that grew in participation amongst over 16year olds over the last 12months
included:
•
•
•
•
•

Gymnastics (up 13,400 to 65,100)
Football (up 29,900 to 1.84mil)
Swimming (up 11,000 to 2.52mil)
Netball (up 25,400 to 180,200)
Hockey (up 4,500 to 92,700).
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CURRENT PARTICIPATION RATE; THE LOCAL PICTURE

In terms of the Public Health England definition for physical activity (150 minutes or
equivalent of at least moderate intensity activity per week), and data from the 2014 public
health outcomes framework; 61% of adults aged 16+ years in Hambleton are classed as
being active, significantly higher than the regional (56.1%) and the national (57%)
averages.
Data from the Public Health England Physical Activity Tool launched in 2016 provides a
further breakdown of activity levels in the District. Overall activity levels have fallen but
they remain above the regional and national averages. Rates for cycling and walking are
above the regional and average level as detailed in Table 2.2
Table 2.2: Summary of Participation Rates for Walking and Cycling

Indicator

Period

Hambleton

Yorkshire &
England
Humber Region

Percentage of adults doing 150+ minutes
2015
physical activity per week

58.6%

56.3%

57.0%

Percentage of adults achieving less than
2015
30 minutes of physical activity per week

28.2%

29.1%

28.7%

Percentage of adults doing 30-149
minutes physical activity per week

2015

13.2%

14.5%

14.3%

Percentage of adults who do any
walking, at least five times per week

2014/15

51.4%

50.0%

50.6%

Percentage of adults who do any
walking, at least once per week

2014/15

82.0%

79.2%

80.6%

Percentage of adults who do any cycling,
2014/15
at least three times per week.

6.2%

4.2%

4.4%

Percentage of adults who do any cycling,
2014/15
at least once per month

17.8%

13.7%

14.7%

The Active People Survey (ASP)10 (2015/16 Q2) shows that 36.4% of those aged 16+
years are participating in sport at least once per week and 27.7% participate three or
more times per week in sport and active recreation (NI8).
The Sport England (SE) Local Sports Profile for the District shows a trend over the last
ten years of minor fluctuations in once a week participation peaking at 40.6% in 2010/11.
The last three years has shown a slight year on year decline with the current rate
marginally below the APS 1 of 37.6%. Overall participation rates are either in line with or
slightly above both regional and national figures.
Three or more times per week (NI8) shows a growth from 25.9% APS 1 (2005/06) to a
current level of 27.7% as at APS10 Q2. There are similar participation levels for males
and females.
The number of people not participating in sport is 48% as at APS 10 (Q2) an increase
from 43.6% from APS 1 in 2005/06. There are currently 5% more females not
participating in sport than males.
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The overall latent demand of those aged 16+ years who would like to do more sport has
reduced from 56.4% as at APS 9 to 43.2% as at APS 10 (Q2). Those who are inactive
but would like to do more sport was 27.9% as at APS 9, data is not available for APS10
Q2. No data is available for those who are currently active in terms of how many would
like to do more sport.
The SE Small Area Estimates maps for the District indicate in geographic terms the areas
where there is greatest participation. Once a week participation is reasonably well spread
throughout the District. There are pockets of lower level participation to the West of Thirsk
towards Ripon and Masham (Harrogate Borough), and in the South East of the District
around Easingwold/East of the A19.
The Small Areal Estimates map for 3 x 30 min per week shows a high level of
participation going North from Northallerton, although a small pocket of low levels of
participation exist to the East of the town. A high level of participation also exists in the
South of the District West of the A19. Lower levels of participation exist between Thirsk
and Easingwold.
Participation in organised sport indicators, such as club membership, has grown from
15.2% in 2012/13 to the current level of 23.1%. Participation in organised competitions
has grown from 13.6% in 2012/13 to 16.9% in 2015/16. Participation in coaching/tuition at
15.2% is in line with the 2012/13 figures, with the District seeing peaks in 2013/14 and
2014.15 of 17.6% and 18.2% respectively.
Volunteering has seen an increase from 13.7% in 2010/12 to 17.7% in 2014/16.
Satisfaction with local sports provision indicates that 70.1% were very/fairly satisfied with
local sports provision in 2014/15. Satisfaction levels have increased since 2012/13 and
are above the regional and national averages.
Given the demographics of the population, the issues highlighted in the Health and Well
Being Strategy and the priorities of the Children and Young People’s Plan, and, in
general, a fairly static level of participation there are opportunities to address participation
rates. A latent demand exists from which to make an impact on participation levels. There
is opportunity to support increasing participation levels through what appears to be a
growing club and volunteer infrastructure in the District
MARKET SEGMENTATION

Sport England’s market segmentation model comprises of 19 ‘sporting’ segments. It is
designed to assist understanding of attitudes, motivations and perceived barriers to
sports participation and to assist agencies involved in the delivery of sport and recreation
to develop tailored interventions, communicate more effectively with the target market
and to better understand participation in the context of life stages and cycles.
In Hambleton, the dominant segments are Tim, Philip, Ralph and Phyllis, Roger and Joy
and Elaine as summarised below:
Table 2.3: Market Segmentation Summary – Dominant Segments for Hambleton
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Market
Segment

Tim

Segment
Name

Settling
Down
Males

Description

Top Sports

% of popn

Tim is an active type that takes part
in sport on a regular basis. He is
aged 26-35, may be married or
single, is career professional and
may or may not have children. Tim
participates in very active, technical
sports, team sports, individual
activities and is likely to have a gym
membership.

Cycling,
Keep fit/gym,
swimming.
Football,
athletics or
running,
football

11.9%

11%

Philip

Comfortabl
e Mid-Life
Males

Mid-life professional, sporty males
with older children and more time to
themselves.

Cycling,
Keep fit/Gym
Swimming
Football,
Golf,
Athletics or
Running

Ralph &
Phyllis

Comfortabl
e Retired
Couple

Ralph and Phyllis are in their late
60s and have been retired for some
time now. Their children are grown
up and have moved out of the
family home.

Keep fit/gym,
swimming,
golf

9.1%

Roger &
Joy

Early
Retirement
Couples

Free-time couples nearing the end
of their careers aged 56-65 years.

Swimming,
Keep fit/gym
Cycling, Golf,
Angling

8.8%

Elaine

Empty Nest
Career
Ladies

Mid-life professionals who have
more time for themselves since
their children left home, aged 46-55
years.

Keep fit/gym,
Swimming,
Cycling

8.3%

The implications of the above analysis are that there is need to ensure provision of quality
facilities for keep fit/gym, swimming and football with opportunities to participate in
cycling, running and golf.
The distribution of the dominant market segments is shown on the map below. Tim is
found throughout District with the exception of Philip who dominates a pocket of
population near the market town of Northallerton. Ralph and Phyllis are more dominant in
the North East of the District, bordering the North Yorkshire Moors and Teesside.
Further analysis of the individual dominant segments (See Fig 3.20 indicates that Elaine
is found in the North East of the District, as are Ralph and Phyllis. There are higher
pockets of population of Rogers and Joys around Thirsk and West of Northallerton,
towards Richmondshire.
Provision of accessible opportunities for all participant types to take part in sport and
physical activity are an important factor in planning for future provision.
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Map 2.5: Dominant Market Segments Hambleton
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The overall segmentation data indicates a mixed population with differing needs. The
profile includes a significant number of older people with specific needs and interests in
lower impact forms of physical activity, and a younger profile who are interested in a
variety of more active leisure pursuits. Each segment will have additional barriers to
participation, such as cost and transport.
It also indicates groups that should complement each other in terms of use of facilities
with the older users making use of facilities during the daytime while the younger
demographic groups are more likely to use sports facilities outside of normal working
hours, when leisure centres experience peak usage.
This mixed profile points towards the need to provide a range of flexible facilities to cater
for a broad range of sporting interests. Transport accessibility, price and childcare
provision are other considerations in encouraging participation by these groups.
It should be noted that further detailed demographic assessments are undertaken
throughout the PPS process and summarised in this report. The Sport England market
segmentation explained in this section is just one tool that helps to illustrate the general
context of the study area. The results should therefore be viewed alongside the PPS to
show the overall trends for sport and physical activity in Hambleton.
Table 2.4 summarises the key demographic and participation data for the District; of
specific relevance to future provision is that the population is growing, there are high
levels of obesity and individuals being overweight, but participation levels are below
average (APS10), and it appears that latent demand for sport and physical activity is
declining.
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Table 2.4: Market Segmentation Summary – Dominant Segments for Hambleton

Relevant Local
Factors

Key Issue

Narrative on Key Issue

Current Population
2016 (2012 SNPP
ONS)

90,300 (2016)
89,800 (2014)
84,200 (2001)

Population growing since 2001

Future Population By
2035
(2012 SNPP ONS)

93,469
Increasing older
population

Population growth of 4.1% by 2035. The largest growth will be in those aged 60 and over which is
estimated to reach 38,200 an increase of 37%, those aged 75 and over is projected to increase by 83%.
There is a notable 25.4% decrease in the 45-59 age group, with small decreases in other age groups

350-450 new
homes per annum
until 2035

Need identified as:
- Hambleton’s population is growing.
- Greater numbers of people moving in to the District than move out.
- People are living much longer, with increasing life expectancy.
- Household sizes are falling.
- Helping to maintain a local labour supply and support economic growth.

New Housing
Development And
Location

Key
Profile/Demographic
Characteristics Current

Rural District
Low level of
deprivation
Excess weight an
issue for both
adults and children.
Overall activity
levels tend to be in
line with regional
and national
averages.

Hambleton is a rural District. Five market towns of Northallerton, Bedale, Thirsk, Easingwold and
Stokesley are key service centres. Majority of population lives in these five towns.
To the East of the District is the North York Moors National Park. The Howardian Hills Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty falls partly within Hambleton. To the South, part of the York Greenbelt falls within the
District.
The BME profile of the District is 98.31% white. Asian people account for 0.67%, Black 0.21%, Mixed
0.67% and Others 0.14%.
Overall low level of deprivation.
80% of population have some form of qualification
Occupations are dominated by those who are classed as professionals at 44%, skilled 34%, unskilled
23%.
Both qualifications and occupation type are above the regional averages.
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Relevant Local
Factors

Key Issue

Narrative on Key Issue
There are currently 48,800 people who are economically active and 20.9% of these are self-employed,
which is much higher than the national figure of 10.1%.
3.1% of the economically active are unemployed which is significantly lower than the national rate 5.7%.
13.8% of the population have a disability which is higher than both the regional (11.6%) and national
average (11%).
Excess weight and obesity are an issue for the District.
The number of adults with excess weight in Hambleton (66.67%) is higher than both England and North
Yorkshire rates.
The number of children aged 4/5 years old in Hambleton with excess weight (21.60%) is higher than the
North Yorkshire average, but lower than the England average.
Excess Weight in 10/11 year olds in Hambleton (34.48%) is significantly higher than North Yorkshire, and
are also higher than England.
PHE Data - 61% of adults aged 16+ years in Hambleton are classed as being active, significantly higher
than the regional (56.1%) and the national (57%) averages.
SE APS 10 Q2 once a week participation levels are in line with regional and national averages.
SE APS 10 Q2 3 x week participation levels are slightly below the regional and national averages.

Key Demographic
Characteristics Future

Increasing
population
Aging population
Latent demand for
sport reducing

Those aged 60 and over which is estimated to reach 38,200 an increase of 37%, those aged 75 and over
is projected to increase by 83% by 2035
Overall latent demand of those aged 16+ years who would like to do more sport has reduced slightly.
Those who are inactive but would like to do more sport was 27.9% as at APS 9.
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STRATEGIC REVIEW OF DOCUMENTATION
There are a number of current strategic polices, strategies and factors that influence
current and future supply and demand for sport and recreation facilities in Hambleton.
These include the following documentation, which are summarised overleaf in Table 2.5.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

North Yorkshire Community Plan 2014-2017
Hambleton District Council Plan 2015-2019
Hambleton District Council – Local Plan
North Yorkshire County Council Health and Well Being Strategy 2015
-2020
Joint Strategic Needs Assessment – Annual Update 2015
North Yorkshire and York Healthy Weight, Active Lives Strategy 20092020
Young and Yorkshire – North Yorkshire Children & Young Peoples
plan 2014-2017
Population Profiles and Projections
Participation Trends and Rates.
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Table 2.4: Summary of Local Context

Strategy/Policy
North Yorkshire
Community Plan 2014 2017

Summary of Key Factors/ Priorities
The Plan sets out the key issues and actions that need to be tackled in partnership across North Yorkshire to help make
sure that the county is well placed to respond to both challenges and opportunities.
‘Our vision is we want North Yorkshire to be a thriving county which adapts to a changing world and remains a
special place for everyone to live, work and visit.’
Three priorities for 2014-2017 are:
•
•
•

Facilitate the development of key housing and employment sites across North Yorkshire delivering necessary
infrastructure investments through partnership.
Supporting and enabling North Yorkshire communities to have a greater capacity to shape and deliver the services
they need and to enhance their resilience in a changing world.
Reduce Health inequalities across North Yorkshire

The plan acknowledges the rapid changes the public sector and the way in which services are delivered. It identified that
partners will need to ensure best value is achieved. Being mindful that where a service is reduced, the potential impact on
the delivery of another service by another partner and as such collaborative working should look to minimise any impact.
There is a growth in the older population in North Yorkshire with comes with growth related issues. The growing older
population provides opportunities to promote community action and healthy aging, helping tackle issues such as dementia,
loneliness and isolation.
North Yorkshire offers a good quality of life for many. However, there are significant differences in terms of health and
wellbeing by those in the more affluent communities compared to those who have experiences higher social and economic
deprivation. The plan recognises that current public sector budget cuts have already started to impact and that changes to
services when viewed cumulatively will have an impact on health and wellbeing of the population. It is therefore important
to ensure that the negative impacts are minimised.
Hambleton District
Council – Council Plan
2015-19

The Council Plan has a vision for the District to be ‘a place to grow, be healthy and be prosperous’. Four priorities and the
challenges for the Council are identified to achieve this vision. The challenges relevant to this strategy are highlighted
below:
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Priority
Driving Economic Vitality

Enhancing Health and
Wellbeing
Caring for the Environment
Providing a Special Placee to
Live

Challenges
- Decreasing funding
- Encouraging young people to stay in the District
- Supporting vibrant and active villages and market towns
- Ageing population – all ages
- Physical Activity – all ages
- Obesity – all ages
- Improving the environmental footprint
- Protecting countryside and green spaces
- Providing access to services to across the District

Key performance indicators and outcomes which will determine the success of the plan include;
Key Performance Indicators
- Generate 2,450 leisure
centre health and fitness
memberships
- Achieve £2.69m in leisure
centre income (fees and
charges)
- Achieve 2,540 learn to swim
children memberships
- Enable 300 targeted people
to participate in new activities
or initiatives offered from
community venues
- 556 referrals signed up to
the Take that Step
programme

Outcomes – Measures of Sucess

- Increased physical activity rates and therefore improved health
- Reduction in health threatening conditions
- Improved health and wellbeing through community events, initiatives, programmes and
activities
Increased child safety through learning to swim
- Improved community cohesion and quality of life
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The plan acknowledges the rapid changes the public sector and the way in which services are delivered. It identified that
partners will need to ensure best value is achieved. Being mindful that where a service is
Hambleton District
Council – Local Plan

The new Local Plan will have a Plan Period running from adoption of the Plan to the year 2035. The current timetable for
document preparation will see the new Local Plan adopted in late 2018, giving a Plan Period of 16 years.
Consultation on the draft options and issues for the Local Plan was concluded in February 2016; with responses are being
reviewed with the intention to present a further document to Cabinet in September 2016. The information below has been
referenced from the draft Local Plan which went out to public consultation at the start of 2016.
The new Local Plan will set out how much land should be provided to accommodate new homes and jobs that are needed
within Hambleton up to 2035 and where this should be located. It will consider the need for new homes and jobs alongside
the need for associated infrastructure such as shops, community facilities, transport, open space, sport and recreation,
health and education within the context of protecting what is special about Hambleton.
The plan identifies key issues, challenges and opportunities under the headings of; Supporting Economic and Housing
Growth, Improving Transport, Managing the Environment and Creating Better Places. Relevant to the delivery of the sports
facility strategy are the following:
Improving Transport
- Hambleton is a large rural area and many villages are remote, meaning that residents can find it difficult to access main
centres for services, facilities and employment as a result of patchy and reduced bus services. There are variable bus
services, certain routes have good services but there is limited provision in more remote rural areas and outside peak
times. More provision is needed to support cycling, walking and community transport.
Creating Better Places
- Hambleton offers communities a high quality of life with attractive towns, villages and countryside contributing to a strong
sense of place
- People’s leisure needs are changing with an ageing population and greater demands for outdoors sports and recreational
activities. More needs to be done to support an evening economy and to enable young people to access opportunities. The
challenge of viability of local services and facilities and their important role in supporting local communities.
The plan projects a growth in housing of 350-450 new homes per annum through to 2035. This need is based on:
- Hambleton’s population is growing.
- Greater numbers of people moving in to the District than move out.
- People are living much longer, with increasing life expectancy.
- Household sizes are falling.
- Helping to maintain a local labour supply and support economic growth.

Page 29 of 152

Hambleton District Council Playing Pitch Strategy

Options for the location of housing growth are presented in the LDF draft document for consultation which will inform spatial
planning in the District.
North Yorkshire Health
and Well-Being Strategy
2015-2020

The Strategy is based on the JSNA (Joint Strategic Needs Assessment) which highlights the needs and health inequalities
in North Yorkshire. The over-arching outcome identified is that;
‘We want North Yorkshire to be a place where communities flourish, people shape services and have control over their
lives’
The strategy has five key themes, each with a series of desired outcomes to be achieved by 2020. These themes and
associated outcomes which the Sports Facility Strategy may contribute to are listed below.
Connecting Communities
- Vibrant and self-reliant communities in all parts of North Yorkshire, with local people and organisations working together to
develop community libraries, community transport services and activities for all age groups.
More opportunities for volunteering for people of all ages, and more people taking up these opportunities.
Start Well
-More children and young people making healthy choices, exercising regularly and eating well
A lower percentage of children who are obese or overweight.
An increase in the level of mental wellbeing amongst children and young people
Live Well
- Fewer people saying that they feel socially isolated in their local communities.
Fewer hospital admissions and lower premature death rates from heart disease, stroke and cancer, with the biggest
improvements in the most deprived areas of the county.
A greater range of options for accessing exercise and fitness services.
Age Well
- More carers feeling that they can have a life outside caring
The final theme in the strategy is Dying Well.
The Health and Wellbeing Board has identified a series of principles which will drive the strategy forward. These are listed
below:
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- Recognise where things are different
- Tackle issues early
- Joining things up to make life simpler
- Make a positive contribution
- Keep people safe
- Spend money wisely
Joint Strategic Needs
Assessment (JSNA)
Annual Update 2015

The North Yorkshire JSNA was produced in 2012 with annual updates providing a snapshots of the current health and
wellbeing indicators and how they have changed. An overall countywide annual update is produced with summary reports
for each of the local Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) in the County. Key facts from the Hambleton, Richmondshire
and Whitby (HRW) Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) 2015 update are;
- Life expectancy is above the national average for both males and females.
- Scarborough Borough has significantly lower levels of physical activity than the rest of North Yorkshire; as the opposite
extreme, Hambleton has the highest levels; these are also significantly higher than the national average.
- North Yorkshire, as a whole, has significantly higher levels of cardio-vascular disease (CVD) than the national average;
Hambleton, Richmondshire and Whitby and Scarborough Ryedale CCGs have rates significantly higher than the national
average.
- North Yorkshire has a significantly lower prevalence of registered diabetes when compared to the national average, as do
Hambleton, Harrogate Richmondshire and Ryedale Districts
North Yorkshire, as a whole, has significantly higher levels of adults carrying excess weight than the national average. The
rate in Hambleton is 67% compared with the England average of 64%.
- Long term conditions in HRW are varied; there are significantly higher levels of CVD, hypertension, stroke and Chronic
Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD) when compared to the national average. In parts of Hambleton, Richmondshire
and Whitby, (Northallerton, Colburn) premature mortality as a result of CVD is higher than the national average.

Healthy Weight, Healthy
Lives: Tackling
overweight and obesity
in North Yorkshire 2016 2026 (Estimated
Publication November
2016)

The challenge in North Yorkshire is very real with over 66% of adults being overweight and obese. Over 21% of four to five
year olds and over 30% of 10-11 year olds are measured as having excess weight. This rate of excess weight is of concern
because of its effects on physical and mental health, and the reduction in healthy life expectancy of those affected.
The number of adults carrying excess weight in Hambleton (66.67%) is higher than both England and North Yorkshire
averages. The number of children aged 4/5 years old in Hambleton with excess weight (21.60%) is higher than the North
Yorkshire average, but lower than the England average. Levels of excess weight in 10/11 year olds in Hambleton (34.48%)
is significantly higher than North Yorkshire, and are also higher than England.
The Healthy Weight, Healthy Lives Strategy identifies a series of priorities, outcomes and actions to tackle excess weight
and obesity issues in the County. Key points which are relevant are detailed below.
The vision and ambition of the Strategy are:
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‘To inspire a healthy weight population’.
‘By 2026 we aim to have: Reduced the prevalence of overweight and obesity across the population.’
Six key priorities have been identified to tackle overweight and obesity in North Yorkshire, which include:
- Supporting children’s healthy growth and healthy weight
- Promoting healthier food choices
- Building physical activity into our daily lives
- Providing the right personalised, accessible weight management services
- Ensuring people have access to the right information and resources to make healthy choices that support weight loss
- Building healthier workplaces that support employees to manage their weight.
The outcomes that are to be achieved over the lifetime of the Strategy are:
- Reduction in health inequalities that arise from overweight and obesity
- Reduction on demand on health and social care that arise from conditions/issues related to being overweight or obese
- Fewer people with longer term conditions as a result of excess weight
- Improved offer of healthy food provision/options in public sector settings
- Improved provision of physical activity for children and young people across all sectors.
- Changes in the local activity and food related environment such as changes in transport infrastructure or town planning
which address the obesogenic environment
- Wider use of technology to support healthy behaviours
- Less discrimination and bullying associated with overweight and obesity.
- More access and support for those wishing to take action to address their weight.
A series of proposed actions are included within the Strategy:
Priority

Proposed Action
Walking, cycling and active travel

Building physical activity into
our daily lives

- Ensure a comprehensive network of routes for walking, cycling and using other modes
of transport involving physical activity that is safe and attractive and accessible from the
workplace, home, school and other public facilities.
- Ensure public open spaces and public paths can be reached on foot, by bicycle and
using other modes of transport involving physical activity. They should also be
accessible by public transport.
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- Ensure public open spaces and public paths are maintained to a high standard. - They
should be safe, attractive and welcoming to everyone.
- Identify a senior member of the public health team who is responsible for promoting
walking and cycling to support coordinated, cross-sector working, for example, by
ensuring programmes offered by different sectors complement rather than duplicate
each other.
- Provide training for those who are interested in cycling, either as a form of transport or
as a recreational activity i.e. Bikeability.
- Promote inter-generation activity to increase interaction between children and young
people and older people.

Active Play
- Increase access to school facilities available to children and young people before,
during and after the school day, at weekends and during school holidays.
- North Yorkshire Sport to work with National Governing Bodies, clubs and physical
activity settings to broaden their offer, to make them more appealing to inactive groups.
- North Yorkshire Sport to produce and deliver (with partners) an Outdoor Sports and
Physical Activity Strategy specifically designed to increase the number of people active
in the natural environment.
- North Yorkshire Sport to target sport and physical activity programmes and funding to
inactive groups.
- To support key campaigns designed to reduce inactivity, namely ‘This Girl Can’ and
Change4Life
Providing the right
personalised, accessible
weight management services

Assessment, brief advice and tailored support
- Ensure brief advice on physical activity is incorporated into services for groups that are
particularly likely to be inactive. This includes people aged 65 years and over, people
with a disability and people from certain minority ethnic groups.
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- Ensure individual support is available for anyone who is walking on their own, walking
informally with others in a group, or participating in local walking programmes. This
includes helping to assess their activity levels and to set goals which build on this.
- Children and young people identified as being overweight or obese, and their parents
or carers are given information about local lifestyle weight management programmes.
- Parents or carers of children are given advice about physical activity as part of the
National Child Measurement Programme (NCMP).
- Ensure consistency in the provision of tailored brief advice to all adults assessed as
inactive.
- All adults having their NHS Health Check are given brief advice about how to be more
physically active.
- Parents or carers of children are given advice about physical activity during their child's
Healthy Child Programme 2-year review.
- All local authority leisure and community services offer women with babies and
children the opportunity to take part in a range of physical or recreational activities.

Service design and pathways
- All services that have the primary outcome of weight loss and maintenance are family
focussed and evidence based.
- Family members of, or carers of, children and young people who are overweight or
obese are invited to attend lifestyle weight management programmes, regardless of
their weight.
- Ensure services meet the needs of rural and most at risk community groups.
- Walking and cycling are included in chronic disease pathways.
- Assessment of physical activity, the delivery and follow up of brief advice are built into
local long-term disease management strategies.
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- Broaden the scope of social prescribing to include physical activity such as gardening.

Competencies and skills
- All primary care practitioners* who have a remit for weight management receive up to
date information and training on physical activity and nutrition.
- All primary care practitioners are able to effectively refer and sign post into evidencebased services and programmes that support prevention and management of excess
weight.
- Ensure all primary care practitioners have the skills to motivate people to positively
change lifestyle behaviour.
- Ensure all practitioners providing information or advice to children and adults in
primary care, community based settings, early years’ settings, schools and workplaces
provide physical activity and nutritional information in line with current advice and
guidance.
- Increase the number of primary care professionals trained to implement the Making
Every Contact Count concept.
(* Examples include: exercise professionals, GPs, health trainers, health visitors, mental
health professionals, midwives, pharmacists, physiotherapists and practice nurses.)
Policy and intervention

Building healthier workplaces
that support employees to
manage their weight

- Local employers and public sector organisations to receive a co-ordinated, consistent
level of support for the development of workplace health policy, infrastructure and
planned interventions.
- Support local employers to develop and implement travel plans that encourage
employees to walk, cycle or use another mode of transport involving physical activity to
travel part or all of the way to and from work.
- Key stakeholders signed up to the Strategy to lead by example in the provision of

Page 35 of 152

Hambleton District Council Playing Pitch Strategy

healthier and more sustainable catering for the workforce and for events.
- Support local organisations to meet Government buying standards for food and
catering services.
- Increase the number of local employers and public sector organisation achieving the
Workplace Wellbeing Charter accreditation, key stakeholder organisations who are
signed up to the Strategy to lead as role models.
The development of the plan included listening to the children, young people and their families across the County. Clear
themes and messages emerged which included concerns about rural isolation and hopes for more local amenities, health
and other public services, and better transport links.
There was a desire to be readily be able to access organised sports and leisure facilities, and many young people
expressed a desire to have more places to ‘hang out’ with their mates.
The vision for the plan is expressed through both the children’s version;
‘We want North Yorkshire to be a cool place with loads of great things to do’
And the professional’s statement:
‘We want North Yorkshire to be a special place where every childhood is wonderful and every young person
thrives’.
Three priorities have been identified
- Ensuring that education is our greatest liberator
- Helping children enjoy a happy family life
- Ensuring a heathy start in life with more children and young people leading a healthy lifestyle.
A baseline for engagement in 5 hours or more of physical activity per week of 63% at Key Stage 2 and 50% at key stages
3/4 are measures within the plan. Targets for increasing the physical activity levels are; year 1 65% and 52% and by the
end of the plan 66% and 53% respectively.
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FOOTBALL ANALYSIS
Introduction
This section of the report focusses on the supply and demand for grass football pitches.
At the end of this section there is also a summary of the supply and demand findings for
third generation (3G) Artificial Grass Pitches (AGP’s) that are becoming increasingly
important to service the needs of football for both competitive play and training.
This section includes the headline findings from the PPS, as well as a site by site analysis
of football sites across Hambleton. For further detail on the supply and demand of football
in the study area, Technical Appendix A – Football Analysis provides a detailed analysis
of supply and demand of football in Hambleton, including all the required analysis as
defined in the Sport England Playing Pitch Guidance.

Strategic Priorities for the Football Association
In August 2015, the Football Association (FA) released their National Game Strategy for
Participation and Development (2015 – 2019), which committed the organisation to invest
£260 million into grassroots football over the next four years. The strategy has four key
priorities;
•

•

•

•

Participation – ‘More players playing football more often’. The FA are
aiming to boost female youth participation by 11% and retain the
current level of male team affiliation
Player Development – ‘Better quality players being developed and
entering the talent pathways’. The FA will invest £16m into coach
education and development programmes. There will also be 1,000
more top level grassroots coaches developed and on-going
investment into the skills coaching programme for 5 – 11 year olds
Better Training and Playing Facilities – The FA has committed £48m
to new and improved facilities through the Football Foundation. This
includes the roll out of a new sustainable model for grassroots
facilities in 30 cities through football hubs owned and operated by
local communities. An ambition has also been stated to ensure that
half of mini-soccer and youth matches are played on high-quality
artificial grass pitches
Football Workforce – ‘Recruiting and developing volunteers and paid
staff who service the game’. This will grow the workforce, increase the
number of qualified referees and ensure there is an advisory board for
every County FA.
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The national strategy follows the FA’s October 2014 announcements, stating its
intentions to deliver 30 football hubs in cities across the country. The FA intends to
increase the number of full size, publicly accessibility 3G AGP’s to over 1,000 across
England. It also intends to facilitate the delivery of more than 150 new club-owned and
managed football hubs to support the delivery of FA, County FA and professional club
youth development and coach education programmes. It also aims to ensure that at least
50% of all mini soccer and 9v9 matches are played on good quality 3G AGP’s.
The growth of demand and supply of 3G provision and the changing patterns of demand
among grass roots footballers is key and will be addressed as an output of this study.
In addition to the focus on 3G facilities the FA has emphasised, throughout consultations,
the commitment of the organisation to improving grass pitches, with the overall target
being to improve 2,000 grass pitches across the UK and reduce the amount of
cancellations, especially due to waterlogging.
The body that governs football in the study area is the North Riding FA and all of the FA’s
community and development objectives are implemented through this local body.

Consultation Overview
4 global consulted with the North Riding FA to provide an overview of club and facility
needs and issues across the study area. This section covers the main points raised
during the consultation.
Football participation in Yorkshire is high compared to the rest of the country and has
raised considerably in recent years (Active People data is unavailable for the Hambleton
area due to the size of the sample). In line with the recent National Strategy, the provision
of 3G AGP’s is a priority for the FA as this improves the quality and sustainability of
football facilities across the UK. Consultation with North Riding FA indicates there is a
shortage of full size 3G AGP’s that are suitable for competitive football – the only current
full sized AGP in Hambleton, located in Thirsk, has a sand based surface and therefore is
not suitable for competitive football.
For grass-based pitches, facility provisions for football appear to meet demand
sufficiently, however maintenance and general pitch quality are seen to require
improvement. These views will be validated by the findings of this study and will provide
the Council and the FA with information that can be used to improve natural turf pitches,
which is a key performance indicator for the FA in the National Game Strategy 2015-2019
The FA stated that a key priority is to provide facilities that are sustainable for the longterm future of football in the study area. There is currently a large demand for football in
the Northallerton area, with large clubs and a significant junior football presence. There is
also high demand for affiliated football in the areas surrounding the other key 4 market
towns
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Supply
QUALITY OVERVIEW

To gather a full understanding of the supply of football pitches in Hambleton, the 4 global
research team visited all football sites in the area and assessed the facilities using the
FA’s guidelines, as shown in Playing Pitch Strategy Appendix 2 - Football Association4.
A detailed record of all the supply data can be found in Technical Appendix A – Football
Analysis, however this section will summarise the key findings.
Table 3.1 summarises how the grass football pitches in the study area were assessed, in
line with Sport England PPS methodology (non-technical assessments).
Table 3.1 – Supply of grass pitches in the study area. Source: 4 global site assessments

Quality score

Adult football
11v11

Youth football
11v11

Mini soccer

9v9

7v7

5v5

Good (80-100%)

10

3

1

4

2

Standard (50-79.9%)

12

19

9

12

5

Poor (0-49.9%)

9

0

0

7

6

Table 3.1 shows that most pitches across the District are rated as STANDARD (55%),
with the rest of sites identified as POOR (24%) and GOOD (21%). The table indicates a
concerning trend, with almost a quarter of grass pitches deemed to be of poor quality. It is
important that this is addressed through the action plan and ongoing work of the the PPS
steering group.

4

Sport England PPS Guidance – Football Appendix (https://www.sportengland.org/)
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Figure 3.1 – Football provision (grass and AGP) in Hambleton. Source: 4g site assessments
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PITCH OWNERSHIP

As is common across the UK, a large proportion of sports provision in the study area is
owned and operated by education and the local authority. In addition to this, the
Hambleton assessment results illustrate that there is a high amount of private site
ownership in the study area.
Table 3.3 below shows the spread of ownership, illustrating an even spread of ownership
between local authority, education and private third parties.
Table 3.3 – Site ownership in Hambleton. Source: 4 global site assessments

Type of ownership

Ownership

Management

Council

25

7

Education

0

17

Mixed Ownership

1

0

Parish Council

7

5

Private

7

1

Police

0

1

Sports Association

1

1

Trust

2

1

Demand
Football is the most popular team sport across the study area, with a total of 136 teams
recorded by the study, as shown in Table 3.4. To illustrate the distribution of football
teams across the study area, this data has been broken down into the five sub-areas of
Bedale, Easingwold
, Northallerton, Stokesley and Thirsk.
Table 3.4 – Team Profile for football in Hambleton

Adult Teams
Area

Men’s

Ladies

Sub-area:
Bedale

3

Sub-area:
Easingwold

Youth Teams
Boys

Mini Teams

Girls

Mini Soccer

11v11

9v9

11v11

9v9

0

4

2

2

1

3

3

18

8

0

7

3

2

0

4

2

26

Sub-area:
Northallerton

17

0

7

6

0

0

6

3

39

Sub-area:
Stokesley

6

1

7

4

0

0

5

2

25

Sub-area:
Thirsk

9

0

6

4

0

1

4

4

28

Hambleton

43

1

31

19

4

2

22

14

136
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Adult Teams
Area

Men’s

Ladies

Youth Teams
Boys
11v11

9v9

Mini Teams

Girls
11v11

Mini Soccer
9v9

7v7

Total

5v5

District

Table 3.4 illustrates the significant amount of demand in the Northallerton sub-area,
which is dominated by adult clubs and a small number of junior clubs. Football
participation across the other four sub-areas is relatively consistent, with an interesting
trend being the high proportion of female affiliated teams in Bedale, compared with the
lesser number of men’s and boys football.
Using the above team data and the volume of 41 clubs that were surveyed, the club to
team ratio in Hambleton is 1:3.3, i.e. each club runs on average 3.5 teams. This is
consistent with the national ratio of (1:3.3).
MAJOR CLUB DEMAND SUMMARY

In order to understand the key trends for football in Hambleton, 4 global consulted with all
football clubs where they made themselves available to be included in the study. The
consultations with 3 of the largest clubs in the district are summarised below (in no
particular order), focussing on the major priorities and issues raised by each of the clubs
during consultation. A more detailed analysis of these clubs can be seen in Technical
Appendix A – Football Analysis.

Easingwold
Town AFC

21 teams, 4 of which are adult, and the remaining 17 split across junior
ages u7-u16’s. The club consultation evidenced a recent increase in
team numbers and the club projecting a further increase of 6 teams,
including 1 women’s team. The clubs home ground is Easingwold Town
Football Club, which they stated provides insufficient supply of pitches,
indicating they require 5 more youth pitches (youth 11v11 and 9v9).
Because of this the club has to use various local sites to accommodate
the amount of teams. The club highlighted their home ground has
drainage issues, with certain areas of the ground struggling with regular
flooding.
The clubs main issue is a lack of suitable training facilities, the club
currently use the only floodlit pitch on their home site, meaning it
becomes very difficult to maintain to a good level. The club highlighted a
need for a suitable 3G floodlit in the area for them to utilise across every
age range for training.

Thirsk
Falcons
Juniors FC

19 teams across the age group between u16-7, their home ground is
Thirsk Athletics Sports Club, where the majority of the teams play at.
Although some teams play at Thirsk School & Sixth Form College, they
stated these pitches are not of good quality and the price is too high, so
mainly use as a backup. Their home ground at the Athletics club is
leased yearly from the racecourse, which is an issue as whenever there
is an event, the pitches are unavailable for use. This can happen around
6/7 times a year. The clubhouse facilities at the Athletics Club were rated
as good as have had a recent refurbishment. The maintenance of the
pitches is undertaken by the club, the quality of which, in the last 2 years
have suffered. This has been attributed to extensive usage as a
consequence of the clubs growth. The club train on the same grass
pitches, again putting further pressure on their quality. This is due to no
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suitable AGP facilities nearby, as the nearest is in Northallerton and the
club don’t want to travel this far.
The club have recently merged with the Senior Section (AFC) as a way
of projection for the older age groups - somewhere to progress to, and a
way to get more players in the U15s and up. They have aspirations to
advance into step 6 of the National League System, for which some
specific ground requirements should be met and this should be taken
into consideration as part of their relocation to the Sowerby Sports
Village.

Northallerton
Juniors FC

10 teams across each age group, from u7-u16, all teams play their
matches and train at Ainderby Road Leisure Centre. In recent years the
club has seen a decrease in their number of teams, although they are
projecting an increase for the future. The club highlighted issues of
flooding at Ainderby Road and because of this had to cancel some
games last season.

A key trend from the club consultations was the lack of floodlit training provision, which
limited clubs from developing the quality of their junior and adult play. This is consistent
with club feedback from across the UK and is being addressed nationally by the FA and
Sport England through the development of floodlit 3G AGP provision with secured
community use slots available at peak times. Facility development of this type will be
further expanded upon in the recommendations and action plan section of this report.

Future Demand
DEMAND DRIVEN BY POPULATION GROWTH

To calculate the future demand for football in the study area, a Team Generation Rate5
has been calculated using the current number of teams and the current population. This
measure allows us to calculate what size of population (for various age groups) will
typically cause enough demand for a football team.
This Team Generation Rate can then be applied to the population projections for the local
authority to confirm how population growth or reduction will affect the demand for teams
in each of the key age groups.
Table 3.5 – Team Generation Rates for Football in Hambleton

Football
age group

Current
popn. per
age group

No.
Of
teams

TGR

Future
population
(2031) per age
group

Snr Men
(19-45yrs)

13,902

43.0

3.1

15,422

Predicted
future
number of
teams
47.7

Additional
teams
required
4.7

5 The Team Generation Rate calculation uses the current number of teams and the current
population to calculate a proxy measure of the number of total residents per relevant sports team.
This measure is therefore applied to the projected population (depending on the length of the
strategy) to predict how many additional teams will be required in order to satisfy the demand from
the ‘new’ population.
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Football
age group

Current
popn. per
age group

No.
Of
teams

TGR

Future
population
(2031) per age
group

Predicted
future
number of
teams

Snr Women
(19-45yrs)

13,348

1.0

0.1

14,750

1.1

0.0

Yth Boys
(12-18yrs)

2,871

50.0

17.4

3,318

57.8

7.8

Yth Girls
(12-18yrs)

2,761

6.0

2.2

3,136

6.8

0.2

Mini soccer
mixed (611yrs)

3,870

36.0

9.3

4,301

40.0

4.0

Total Projected Additional Demand (Teams)

Additional
teams
required

16.7

Table 3.5 illustrates that the significant population growth in Hambleton is projected to
lead to the increase in demand for football, with an additional 16.7 teams estimated to
start playing across the area. To understand in further detail where this projected demand
is likely to fall, TGR calculations have also been undertaken for each of the five subareas, all of which are detailed in Technical Appendix A – Football Analysis.
•
•
•
•
•

Bedale sub-area: 2.9 additional teams, including 2 for youth boys and
girls (12-18 yrs)
Easingwold sub-area: 3.45 additional teams, including 1.7 youth boys
teams
Northallerton sub-area: 4.8 additional teams, including an increase of
1.8 adult teams and 2 youth boys
Stokesley sub-area: 3.2 additional teams, including 1.7 youth boys
Thirsk sub-area: 3.5 additional teams, including 1 adult team and 1.5
youth boys.

When comparing the findings for the whole study area to national trends, the increase in
adult teams contrasts with the rest of the country as similar studies across the UK have
indicated a projected reduction in demand for adult football. It is therefore important to
continue to provide adults with facilities and programmes that keep them in the game, to
avoid affiliated football in Hambleton following national trend in the future.
In addition to the growth in adult football, the projected increase in mini soccer is
consistent with an upward trend for the rest of the UK. This is encouraging for football
clubs and stakeholders as it suggests that the future of football participation is bright and
that demand is likely to continue to grow at the vitally important younger age groups.
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It is important to note that this calculation assumes that clubs, the Council and the local
FA development officers do not improve their marketing or participation schemes over the
period and are therefore no more successful than they are now in attracting new players
to participate in football in the study area. In reality, it is expected that there will be
improved channels of digital communication and improved maintenance technology, as
well as higher quality ancillary provision. The output of this will be a higher quality and an
improved ability to generate additional demand and convert it into participation.

Page 45 of 152

Hambleton District Council Playing Pitch Strategy

DEMAND DRIVEN BY LATENT DEMAND

While a large amount of future demand will be driven by population growth, it is also likely
that clubs and operators are successful in converting latent demand into actual demand,
therefore increasing the number of people playing football. The table below identifies all
clubs, grouped by sub-area, that identified latent demand (not currently active), which
they are aiming to convert into affiliated football demand within the next 1 – 3 years. This
provides an estimation of the number of new teams that will be required in Hambleton, in
addition to the teams generated by population growth.
Table 3.5: Latent demand for football by sub-area

Sub-area
Bedale Sub-area
Easingwold Subarea
Northallerton Subarea
Stokesley Sub-area

Adult teams
Mens
Ladies
0
0

Youth teams
Boys
Girls
3
1

Mini teams
Mini soccer
2

Totals
6

3

1

4

1

2

11

2

0

3

0

2

7

1

0

0

0

0

1

Thirsk Sub-area

1

0

2

0

0

3

Hambleton District

7

1

12

2

6

28

The additional demand, both from population growth and the conversion of latent
demand, will be considered as part of the future capacity analysis in the following
sections.

Supply and Demand Balance
This section presents the supply and demand balance findings for grass football pitches
(for current and future scenarios) for Hambleton, both as a whole and by sub-area.
The pitch balance figures i.e. the relationship between supply and demand, have been
calculated using the capacity and pitch quality ratings, with further detail provided in
Technical Appendix A – Football Analysis.
Table 3.7 to 3.9 below show the total capacity analysis for football in each of the five subareas. For each table, scenarios have been tested, to show the impact of pitch ownership
and security across the sub-area.
Overall, there is a small over-supply of pitches across all five sub-areas. This finding
takes into consideration the total theoretical capacity of each of the pitches, based on
their quality score. It does not, however, consider the capacity of facilities at periods of
‘peak demand’. To understand if there are sufficient facilities for football at these key
periods, Technical Appendix A provides supply and demand balance for all sites during
the assumed period of peak demand. This analysis is then considered as part of the siteby-site evaluation.
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It should also be noted that this supply and demand analysis does not incorporate a
‘strategic reserve’ for grass pitches. A strategic reserve is recommended by the FA and
Sport England, to provide a comfort factor for provision, which can mitigate the risk of
pitches being taken out of use at short notice or to allow pitches to rest if they have
become over-played.
Table 3.7: Overall football balance figures for Hambleton

Balance per Pitch Type

Youth
11v11

Adult

Youth
9v9

Mini
7v7

Mini
5v5

Total

Supply – pitch capacity in
match equivalents

57

32

18

58

34

199

Demand – match
equivalents for matches
and training

21

15.5

10.5

11

7.5

65.5

Current Balance for all
available sites only

36

16.5

7.5

47

26.5

133.5

Current Balance for
secured sites only

29.5

2

2

26

9.5

69

Future additional latent
demand

4

3.75

2.75

2.5

2.5

15.5

Future additional demand
(from TGR)

2.5

3.125

1.625

1.125

0.875

9.25

Future balance for all
available sites

29.5

13.625*

7.125*

49.375*

23.125

122.75*

Future balance including
additional provision at the
Sowerby and
Northallerton sports
villages

29.5

13.625**

19.125**

79.375**

47.125*

188.75**

* Includes additional provision at Dobson’s Field as per current development plans for 1x
Mini 7v7, 1x Youth 9v9 and 1x Youth 11v11. Delivery for this project is expected for the
2017/18 season and an assumption has been made that these pitches will be of good
quality.
**Includes addition provision as at Sowerby Sports Village (1x 9v9, 3x 7v7, 2x 5v5) and
Northallerton Sports Village (2x 9v9, 2x 7v7, 2x 5v5) as per current development plans.
An assumption has been made that these pitches will be of good quality
Table 3.8: Overall football balance figures for Sub-area - Bedale

Adult

Youth
11v11

Youth
9v9

Supply – pitch capacity in
match equivalents

5

12

2

12

0

31

Demand – match equivalents
for matches and training

1.5

3

1.5

1.5

1.5

9

Current Balance for all available
sites only

3.5

9

0.5

10.5

-1.5

22

Current Balance for secured
sites only

1.5

1

-1.5

10.5

-1.5

9.5

Balance per Pitch Type
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Future additional latent demand

0

1.25

0.75

1.5

1.5

5

Future additional demand (from
TGR)

0

0.75

0.25

0.125

0.125

1.25

Future balance for all available
sites

3.5

11*

3.5*

14.875*

-3.125

29.75*

* Includes additional provision at Dobson’s Field as per current development plans for 1x
Mini 7v7, 1x Youth 9v9 and 1x Youth 11v11. Delivery for this project is expected for the
2017/18 season and an assumption has been made that these pitches will be of good
quality.

Table 3.8 identifies the following key findings
•

•

•

There is an overall oversupply of football pitches for 2017 (this is the
sub-area with the least football demand in the district). However within
this there is a deficit of Mini Soccer 5v5 pitches
The additional projected demand from latent demand and population
growth leads to this over-supply shrinking, with more significant
deficits projected for Mini 5v5 pitches
The additional capacity at Dobson’s Field will help to accommodate
the increase in demand for youth football. Although the future balance
still shows a deficit for 5v5, this demand can be accommodated on the
additional 7v7 pitches at the site, which can take up to 6 matches per
week.

Table 3.9: Overall football balance figures for Sub-area - Easingwold

Adult

Youth
11v11

Youth
9v9

Mini
7v7

Supply – pitch capacity in match
equivalents

17

4

8

12

12

53

Demand – match equivalents for
matches and training

4

4.5

1.5

2

1

13

Current Balance for all available sites
only

13

-0.5

6.5

10

11

40

Current Balance for secured sites
only

11.5

-0.5

6.5

10

11

38.5

Future additional latent demand

2

1.25

0.75

0.5

0.5

5

Future additional demand (from TGR)

0.5

0.75

0.25

0.125

0.125

1.75

Future balance for all available sites

10.5

-2.5

5.5

9.375

10.375

33.25

Balance per Pitch Type

Mini
5v5

Total

Table 3.9 identifies the following key findings
•
•

There is a large oversupply for football, both for 2017 and 2035
(projected), but with a deficit of Youth 11v11 pitches
While there is a current and projected deficit for Youth 11v11 pitches,
there is enough spare capacity to transfer this demand to Adult
pitches to address capacity issues as part of the future analysis.

Table 3.10: Overall football balance figures for Sub-area - Northallerton
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Adult

Youth
11v11

Youth
9v9

Mini
7v7

Mini
5v5

Total

Supply – pitch capacity in match
equivalents

26

4

2

10

14

56

Demand – match equivalents for
matches and training

8

3.5

3

3

2

19.5

Current balance for all available sites
only

18

0.5

-1

7

12

36.5

Current balance for secured sites only

18

0.5

-2

7

0

23.5

Future additional latent demand

1

0.75

0.75

0.5

0.5

3.5

Future additional demand (from TGR)

1

0.5

0.5

0.25

0.25

2.5

Future balance for all available sites

16

-0.75

-2.25

6.25

11.25

30.5

Future balance including additional
provision at Northallerton Sports
Village

16

-0.75

5.75

18.25

23.25

62.5

Balance per Pitch Type

Table 3.10 identifies the following key findings
•
•

•

•

This is the sub-area with the largest supply of football pitches but also
with the highest demand
Although there is currently a large overall oversupply in the area, there
is a deficit of youth pitches (both 11v11 and 9v9) projected for 2035. It
is possible for this to be addressed by remarking 11v11 adult pitches,
as this pitch typology is currently showing space capacity
Secured Mini 5v5 pitches are currently at capacity. There is therefore
a risk that if pitches that are not currently secured for community use
are taken out of use for any reason, there will not be any space
capacity within the existing stock of secured facilities.
The additional provision at the proposed Northallerton Sports Village
Development (2x 9v9, 2x 7v7 and 2x 5v5 pitches) will address the
capacity issues for youth football in the area and allow local clubs
further growth in the younger age groups.

Table 3.11: Overall football balance figures for Sub-area – Stokesley

Adult

Youth
11v11

Youth
9v9

Supply – pitch capacity in match
equivalents

3

6

6

16

0

31

Demand – match equivalents for
matches and training

3.5

3

2

2.5

1

12

Current balance for all available
sites only

-0.5

3

4

13.5

-1

19

Current balance for secured sites
only

-2.5

-1

-1

-1.5

0

-6

Future additional latent demand

0.5

0

0

0

0

0.5

Future additional demand (from

0.5

0.75

0.25

0.375

0.125

2

Balance per Pitch Type
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TGR)
Future balance for all available
sites

-1.5

2.25

3.75

13.125

-1.125

16.5

Table 3.11 identifies the following key findings;
•
•

•

There are no Mini 5v5 pitches in this sub-area, indicating that demand
for this pitch type is currently being served by 7v7 pitches.
While the balance for all available pitches illustrates an oversupply for
both 2016 and 2031, it should be noted that when only secured
pitches are taken into consideration, a deficit across all pitches is
evident
The lack of security for football sites in the study area should be
identified as a risk, as the removal of pitches from use for formall
football would have a significant impact on the accessibility to grass
pitches for residents in the Stokesley sub-area.

Table 3.12: Overall football balance figures for Sub-area - Thirsk

Balance per Pitch Type

Adult

Youth
11v11

Youth
9v9

Mini
7v7

Mini
5v5

Total

Supply – pitch capacity in match
equivalents

6

6

0

8

8

28

Demand – match equivalents for
matches and training

4

1.5

2.5

2

2

12

Current balance for all available
sites only

2

4.5

-2.5

6

6

16

Current balance for secured sites
only

1

2

0

0

0

3

Future additional latent demand

0.5

0.5

0.5

0

0

1.5

Future additional demand (from
TGR)

0.5

0.375

0.375

0.25

0.25

1.75

Future balance for all available
sites

1

3.625

-3.375

5.75

5.75

12.75

Future balance including
additional provision at Sowerby
Sports Village

1

3.265

0.625

23.75

17.75

46.75

Table 3.12 identifies the following key findings
•
•

•

This sub-area hast the least amount of supply of all sub-areas in
Hambleton
There is a deficit for Youth 9v9 (no pitches in this sub-area), with this
demand likely to be currently taking place on Youth 11v11 pitches.
This issue will be addressed by the additional provision at the
Sowerby Sports Village once completed.
Although there is a large oversupply for Mini Soccer at available sites,
when only secured pitches are taken into consideration, this sub-area
is at capacity for both 5v5 and 7v7
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•

When including the additional provision a the proposed Sowerby
Sports Village, a significant oversupply in the area is evident. But
when considering secured sites only, this development will contribute
to addressing capacity issues for all youth pitch typologies.

Artificial Grass Pitches (AGP’s) for Football
There are three surface types that fall into the category of Artificial Grass Pitches (AGP);
rubber crumb (3G), sand-based (filled or dressed) and water based.
The FA considers high quality 3G pitches as essential in promoting coach and player
development across all age groups. These pitches can support intensive use and as such
are valuable assets for both playing and training. Primarily, such facilities have been
installed for community use and training however they are increasingly used for
competition, which the FA wholly supports providing the pitch has been appropriately
tested and is on the FA 3G pitch register. The FA’s long-term ambition is to provide every
affiliated team in England with the opportunity to train once a week on a floodlit 3G
surface together with priority access for Charter Standard Community Clubs through a
partnership agreement.
The FA has adopted the use of 3G pitches across all its competitions and incorporated
this into the standard code of rules. This decision was taken due to the significant
advances that have been made to the development of 3G Football Turf (FT) and the
adoption of these surfaces by professional leagues throughout Europe and by both UEFA
and FIFA for major competitions.
Competitive affiliated football can take place on 3G surfaces that have been tested to FA
standards and is on the FA 3G Football Turf Pitch Register. All football training can take
place on sand and water based surfaces but a 3G surface is preferred.
QUANTITY AND QUALITY OVERVIEW

There are currently no full sized 3G AGP’s in the study area that are suitable for
competitive football matchplay.
CURRENT SUPPLY AND DEMAND BALANCE – ARTIFICIAL GRASS PITCHES

As part of the FA National Game Strategy, the Football Association has identified a
strategic objective to ensure that all teams playing competitive football have access to a
floodlit 3G AGP to train on at least once a week. To do this, FA calculations show that a
full size 3G AGP (available for community use at peak times) is required for every 42
teams, which will allow the required training and match play slots, as well as providing
suitable supply at peak times (weekday evenings and weekends).

Page 51 of 152

Hambleton District Council Playing Pitch Strategy

Using the demand data for the District, 136 teams have been identified as playing within
Hambleton. Using the FA’s suggested ratio of 1:42, this demonstrates the need for 3.2 full
sized 3G AGP’s, which it is suggested should be rounded up to 4 to allow for a small
comfort factor and for future growth in demand. Current plans include the development of
the following:
- Stokesley FC (North riding FA)
- Easingwold School
- Sowerby Sports Village
- Northallerton Sports Village
Stage B data for the project identifies no full sized 3G AGP facilities within the study area
and three small sized facilities at Bedale Leisure Centre, Hambleton Leisure Centre and
Stokesley School. It is therefore recommended that additional facilities are sought, to
satisfy the demand of both informal/unaffiliated football and for demand from clubs that
are affiliated to the FA.
FUTURE SUPPLY AND DEMAND BALANCE – ARTIFICIAL GRASS PITCHES

To understand the projected level of demand for 3G AGP’s in Hambleton across the
lifetime of the project, the same ratio of 1:42 has been used, as well as the additional 16
teams identified in the TGR and latent demand calculations.
Using these updated parameters, it is projected that 4 full sized 3G AGP’s will be required
to be accessible to the community by 2035 in Hambleton.
MEETING THE CURRENT AND FUTURE DEMAND FOR 3G AGP FACILITIES ACROSS
HAMBLETON

To meet the 3G shortfall for both current and future AGP supply and demand, the likely
solution will be a combination of new build and resurfacing sand-based pitches. A key
consideration when identifying potential development sites is meeting the current and
future demands for Hockey and identifying sites that are genuinely surplus to hockey
requirement.
A key objective for the FA is to maximise the use of 3G pitches for competitive football
match play. This will increase the quality of provision, reduce the number of cancellations
and help to address future demand. Affordable pricing policy that includes match based
charges in line with grass pitches should be a consideration.
When selecting the sites that are appropriate for 3G AGP development, sites should have
the following characteristics;
•
•
•
•

Be available for significant use by local community clubs
Have good access and ancillary facilities to service the pitch(es)
Be financially sustainable
Be able to be maximised for training and match play provision during
peak time
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•

•

Be well positioned to deliver wider football development programmes,
including coach education and a recreational football offer, using
spare off-peak capacity to deliver this
Be able to explore shared projects with the Rugby Football Union
(RFU) and school sites where infrastructure and vision align.

Following consultation with the FA, three separate projects have been identified as
possible locations for full sized 3G AGP’s, which can be used for training and matchplay:
•

•

•

•

North Riding FA/Stokesley FC: Plans on the existing site include the
upgrade of the current stadia grass pitch to a 3G facility, the
installation of new grass pitches and the refurbishment of ancillary
facilities to be used by the club and North Riding FA. Target dates for
the development are to have all facilities in use ready for the start of
the 2018/19 football season (August 2018)
Easingwold School: With a shortage of training facilities and high
quality grass pitches in the Easingwold area, development plans have
been identified for the school, including a new full sized 3G AGP to be
used during the school day for curriculum use and by the community
during evenings and weekends
Sowerby Sports Village: There are current plans to develop a multi
sport facility at Sowerby Sports Village. This project is supported by
the FA and delivery is expected over the next 2-3 years. The site will
include a full sized 3G pitch as well as junior grass pitches and
facilities for other sports. Further details and master plan can be found
via the following link:
https://www.hambleton.gov.uk/info/20064/sport_and_physical_activity/
249/sports_and_coaching/4
Northallerton Sports Village: A major new housing development that
will incorporate existing leisure facilities at Hambleton Leisure Centre
and the Stone Cross recreation area, as well as providing additional
grass and artificial ground pitches. The project includes the extension
and resurfacing of the current AGP and a new full sized, floodlit 3G
pitch. A full masterplan for the site can be found in Appendix E –
Northallerton Sports Village

Strategic sites for Protection, Enhancement and Provision
Based on the evidence collated in the PPS for football pitch provision, it can be
concluded that there are certain football facilities across the study area that are recorded
as high value sites, for a number of reasons.
Table 3.11 provides a justification for how each of the sites, where football is currently
available to the community, should be Protected, Enhanced or Provided for. Where it is
recommended that a site is not required for community use football, this will also be
explained in the table.
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To confirm the sites that have spare capacity or a deficit, the site-by-site analysis in this
section will provide a total balance per site to illustrate the sites that need investment
either to improve the quality of pitches (and therefore carrying capacity), as well as the
sites that need a greater number of grass pitches in order to satisfy demand. This will be
shown in the ‘capacity for community use’ column.
It should be noted that where supply equals demand (a balance of +0, the colour coding
of the site is taken from the capacity at the peak period.
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Table 3.11: Site-by-site analysis for football sites in LB Hambleton

Site Name

Ainderby
Road Leisure
Park

Alanbrooke
Community
Primary
School

Alne Primary
School

Sub-area

Northallerton

Pitch
supply

2x
Youth
11v11
2 Mini
7v7

Thirsk

Easingwold

2x
Mini
5v5

1x Mini
5v5

Community
use on site

Available
and
secured

Not
Available

Not
Available

Capacity for
community use
(grass pitches only)

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)

PR

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. It
is a key site for junior football and the home of Northallerton
Juniors FC, which currently has 10 teams utilising the site as their
home ground.

E

No further enhancement to the ancillary facilities has been
identified as being required as part of this study. However, it is
recommended that the maintenance at the site is improved to
address issues with drainage that were raised during assessment
and user consultations.

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study.

PR

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan.
The site is not used by the community but is used by the school for
matches, training, physical education and other activity.

E

Pitches at the site were identified as of poor condition and an
improved maintenance regime is recommended

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study

PR

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan.
The site is not used by the community but is used by the school for
matches, training, physical education and other activity.

E

The pitch at the site was identified as being of poor condition and
an improved maintenance regime is recommended

+7 match equivalents

+2 match equivalents

+2 match equivalents
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Site Name

Alverton
Community
Primary
School

Bagby
Football Field

Bedale
Athletic And
Sports
Association

Sub-area

Northallerton

Thirsk

Bedale

Pitch
supply

1x mini
5v5

1x
Adult
11v11

1x
Adult
11v11

Community
use on site

Available
and
unsecured

Available
and
secured

Available
and
secured

Capacity for
community use
(grass pitches only)

+4 match equivalents

+0.5 match
equivalents

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study

PR

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan.
The site is available to the community but not currently used by any
football clubs. It is used by the school for matches, training,
physical education and other activity.

E

No further enhancement has been identified as being required as
part of this study

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study. The site has capacity for a second pitch but no
current demand for this.

PR

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan.
The site has a poor football pitch that is used by Bagby & Balk FC

E

The quality of the pitch and the ancillary facilities were both
identified as poor and in need of investment.

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study

PR

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan.
A well maintained site with a very good quality clubhouse facility
and an adult pitch that was highly rated during site visit, as well as
on club consultation with Bedale FC, who have 2 adult teams
utilising the site.

E

To ensure the club can continue to grow, the ancillary facilities
should be developed, with the improvements to the bar area
identified as a priority.

+2 match equivalents
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Site Name

Sub-area

Pitch
supply

Community
use on site

Capacity for
community use
(grass pitches only)

1x
Adult
11v11
Bedale High
School

Bedale

4x
Youth
11v11

Available
and
unsecured

+11.5 match
equivalents

1
Youth
9v9

Bedale
Leisure
Centre

Bluestone
Football Field
(County Hall)

Bedale

Northallerton

1x 3G
AGP

1x
Adult
11v11

Available
and
secured

Not
available

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study

PR

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan.
This site is used by Old Back Swan United FC and the school
stated that they would be interested in increasing community use
on site.

E

The current changing facilities were identified as of poor quality
and local teams have no access when using the site. The site also
suffers from dog fouling and littering problems. It is recommended
that a fence is installed to prevent this.

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study

PR

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan.
The facility has a relatively new small sided sand-based AGP
facility, which cannot be used for competitive football but could be
used for other community activity and casual exercise. Bedale FC
currently use the site for training purposes.

E

No further enhancement has been identified as being required as
part of this study

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study

PR

This site has previously had a single 11v11 grass pitch marked out
for affiliated football use, however no pitch was present at the time
of assessment. There is currently a planning application pending to
build a car park at the site, but the FA have expressed their desire
to protect it as a playing pitch, and if the planning application was

N/A - no grass
pitches

No grass pitches
identified
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Site Name

Sub-area

Pitch
supply

Community
use on site

Capacity for
community use
(grass pitches only)

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)
approved the site should be replaced elsewhere in the area to
cater for future 9v9 and 11v11 demand.

Brompton
C.P School

Brompton
Recreation
Association
Fields

Northallerton

1x
Youth
9v9

2x
Adult
11v11
Northallerton

1x mini
7v7

Available
and
unsecured

Available
and
secured

E

No further enhancement has been identified as being required as
part of this study

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study

PR

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan.
This site is used by the school for fixtures, multiple sports and
physical education and the site is available to the community but
not currently used.

E

No further enhancement has been identified as being required as
part of this study

PV

No further enhancement has been identified as being required as
part of this study

PR

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. It
is used by Brompton FC, who field two adult and six junior teams.

E

The site is currently at capacity for grass pitches and suffers from
drainage issues. It is therefore recommended that the maintenance
at the site is improved, to address issues with drainage and
evenness that were raised during the site assessment and user
consultations. The adult pitches are currently at the lower end of
the STANDARD rating, while the mini soccer are POOR and are
not fit for purpose given the amount of demand for pitches.

PV

It is recommended that the improvement of existing provision is
prioritised, however if this is not possible then new pitch

+1 match equivalent

0 match equivalents

1x mini
5v5
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Site Name

Sub-area

Pitch
supply

Community
use on site

Capacity for
community use
(grass pitches only)

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)
development should be explored. Converting one of the adult
pitches into a youth football one should also be considered due to
the increasing demand from Brompton FC’s junior teams.

Broomfield
Park

Broughton
And Kirby
Sports Club

Northallerton

Stokesley

1x
Adult
11v11

1x
Adult
11v11

Available
and
Secured

Available
and
secured

+1 match equivalents

+0.5 match
equivalents

PR

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan.
The site is used by Standard FC and Sportsmans FC and is a key
site for local football. Consultation with users has indicated that
following closure of the neighbouring Bluestone Football Field, the
demand for Broomfield has increased and the site is being used
beyond its capacity.

E

Some unofficial use of the pitch was identified by the clubs, as well
as vandalism, dog fouling and litter problems. It is therefore
recommended that improved signage is installed in order to protect
the playing surface.

PV

The site does not currently provide changing facilities. Following
the development of the proposed sports hubs in the area (which
include brand new ancillary facilities), some demand is expected to
be transferred from this site. It is recommended to review and
reassess the need for new ancillary facilities at the site following
the delivery of the Northallerton Sports Village in the next 2 to 3
years.

PR

The site is home of Broughton & Kirby and should be protected as
playing pitches in the Local Plan

E

The football pitch is uneven and scored poorly as part of the
assessment, with long grass and poor drainage. It is recommended
that further resources are allocated to the maintenance of this site,
in addition to a more robust maintenance regime (currently
undertaken by club volunteers with limited resources)
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Site Name

Bullamoor
Memorial
Park

Carlton
Miniott
Playing Field

Coxwold
Village Hall

Sub-area

Northallerton

Thirsk

Thirsk

Pitch
supply

1x
Adult
11v11

1x
Youth
11v11

1x
Adult

Community
use on site

Available
and
secured

Available
and
secured

Available
and

Capacity for
community use
(grass pitches only)

+1.5 match
equivalents

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study.

PR

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan.
The site is currently used by Hambleton Junior FC U16s.

E

There is no current demand for adult football at the site and this is
likely to be related to the lack of ancillary facilities. It is
recommended to review and reassess the need for new ancillary
facilities at the site, following the completion of the nearby
Northallerton Sports Village within the next 2 to 3 years. If this is
not possible, the pitch should be re-designated as appropriate for
the youth demand on the site.

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study.

PR

The site is available to the community and currently used by Thirsk
Falcons Girls. The pitch was marked out at time of assessment but
no goals were present. Following development of the Sowerby
sports village, it is suggested that any demand from this site is
displaced to the new facility, with this site re-designated as open
space or for alternative physical activity uses.

E

No further enhancement has been identified as being required as
part of this study

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study

PR

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan.
The site is currently used by Sessay CC (football club).

+1.5 match
equivalents

+0.5 match
equivalents
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Site Name

Crayke &
District
Sports &
Leisure Club

Dobson's
Field

Sub-area

Easingwold

Bedale

Pitch
supply

Community
use on site

11v11

secured

1x
Adult
11v11

1x
Youth
11v11
2x mini
7v7

Available
and
secured

Available
and
secured

Capacity for
community use
(grass pitches only)

+1.5 match
equivalents

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)

E

The quality of the pitch is Standard. However some clear signs of
lacking maintenance were identified during site assessment and if
this does not improve the pitch is likely to become Poor. The newly
refurbished village hall serves as ancillary and is of adequate
condition.

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study.

PR

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan.
This site is home of AFC Crayke and is a volunteer run site that
has received a significant amount of funding in recent years and is
now in very good condition.

E

The site assessment and consultation with the club have identified
that although the pitch is of adequate quality, it is on a severe slope
and has some drainage problems. It is recommended to explore
the possibly of re-levelling the playing surface.

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study.

PR

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan..
The site is home of Bedale Juniors FC, a club that currently field 16
junior teams. It provides a good quality clubhouse and 3 good
football pitches to the community. The site is at capacity for youth
football provision during periods of peak demand,

E

No further enhancement has been identified as being required as
part of this study

PV

The club have recently received a grant to purchase additional land
on the west of the site, to allow extra provision. A Football

+8.5 match
equivalents
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Site Name

Sub-area

Pitch
supply

Community
use on site

Capacity for
community use
(grass pitches only)

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)
Foundation application has recently been submitted and they have
been given permission to commence development works, which
include 3 additional pitches (7v7, 9v9 and 11v11). Delivery is
expected for the 2017/2018 season.

PR

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan.
This is a volunteer run site that is home to Easingwold AFC, who
run 4 adult sides and 17 juniors. The site is at capacity for adult,
youth and mini (7v7) football provision during periods of peak
demand.

E

The site assessment and consultation with users have identified
that although the pitches are of a good quality, there are ongoing
issues with drainage. A feasibility study should be undertaken in
collaboration with the Institute of Groundsmen (IOG) to ascertain
whether the issue is poor drainage or a maintenance regime that is
not sufficiently robust.

PV

The analysis has indicated a large over-supply of overall provision
at the site, however it is at capacity for all pitch types, except 5v5,
at periods of peak demand. In addition, the floodlit training area is
heavily overused and in need of improved maintenance works. The
FA are currently in discussions with Easingwold School to develop
a full sized 3G pitch at the site, and it would be beneficial for the
club to secure access to this AGP once completed, in order to
displace some match and training demand, allowing some relief on
both the grass pitches and training area.

PR

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan.
The site is used by the school for fixtures, multiple sports and
physical education and activity.

2x
Adult
11v11
Easingwold
Town Afc

Easingwold

1x
Youth
9v9
2x Mini
7v7

Available
and
secured

+23.5 match
equivalents

2x Mini
5v5

East Cowton
Church of
England

Northallerton

1x Mini
7v7

Not
available

+2 match equivalents
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Site Name

Sub-area

Pitch
supply

Community
use on site

Capacity for
community use
(grass pitches only)

Primary
School

Galtres
Centre

Easingwold

1x
sand
AGP

Available
and
secured

N/A – no grass
pitches

1x
Adult
11v11
Great Ayton
Cricket &
Football Club

Stokesley

1x
Youth
11v11
2x
Youth
9v9

Available
and
unsecured

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)

E

No further enhancement has been identified as being required as
part of this study

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study

PR

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan.
This site has a small sided, sand based AGP which is well used by
the community.

E

The current AGP provision is of poor quality due to consistent
drainage issues, causing puddles across the pitch at time of
assessment. It therefore requires refurbishment or replacement.

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study

PR

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. It
is home to Great Ayton United FC, who currently field 10 junior and
2 adult teams and are in charge of all pitch maintenance. The
club’s current lease at the site expires in 2017, it is recommended
that the FA works with the club to establish long term security of
tenure through the extension of the existing lease.

E

Pitch maintenance is undertaken by club volunteers and during
consultation it was reported that further investment is required to
improve the maintenance regime and the drainage of the pitches.
The site also suffers from vandalism, with damages and anti-social
behaviour by local kids. It is recommended to increase the security
of the site with additional signage and the potentially installing a
fence.

+10 match
equivalents

2 Mini
7v7
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Site Name

Great
Smeaton
Academy
Primary
School

Hambleton
Leisure
Centre

Helperby And
Brafferton

Sub-area

Northallerton

Northallerton

Pitch
supply

1x Mini
7v7

4x
Adult
11v11
1x 3G
AGP

Easingwold

1x
Adult

Community
use on site

Not
Available

Available
and
secured

Available
and

Capacity for
community use
(grass pitches only)

+2 match equivalents

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study

PR

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan.
The site is not used by the community but is used by the school for
matches, training, physical education and other activity.

E

No further enhancement has been identified as being required as
part of this study

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study

PR

A multi-pitch site that has seen an increase in demand in recent
years for both grass pitches and the small sided AGP. It is used by
several local clubs for competitive matches and training and it
should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan.
Grass pitches are of good quality but some evidence of poor
drainage was identified during the assessment.

+8.5 match
equivalents

0 match equivalents

E

Users of the site have raised complaints about the high cost of hire
of this facility and it is recommended that a price review is
undertaken.

PV

The site does not provide changing accommodation and users of
the site have raised this as a major issue and priority area for
development. It is recommended to that the FA work with the site
to ensure that users have access to a fit for purpose changing
facility.

PR

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan.
The site is used by Helperby United FC and is currently at capacity
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Site Name

Sub-area

Sports Field

Hillside Rural
Activities
Park

Thirsk

Pitch
supply

Community
use on site

11v11

secured

1x
Adult
11v11

Available
and
secured

Capacity for
community use
(grass pitches only)

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)
for football provision.

E

The football pitch was identified as poor, with no line markings
present at time of visit and very limited signs of maintenance, as
well as poor drainage. The site is currently at capacity, with any
further growth in demand being likely to lead to overplay. Improved
maintenance procedures are required at the site, to improve the
overall quality and therefore increase the carrying capacity of the
pitch.

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study

PR

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan.
The site is utilised by Blue Star FC and Knayton FC and has
previously had the pitch levelled and drained by the FA. This site is
still in need of improved maintenance.

+1 match equivalents
E

The site assessment and consultations with users have revealed
some drainage problems at the site, as well as a need for
increased maintenance. The football pitch was levelled and drained
by the FA, but the site stated that they do not have the capabilities
and resources to maintain it. It is recommended that the FA work
closely with the Trust and the clubs to provide assistance in
maintaining the pitch in the manner required to fully benefit from
drainage system.
Changing facilities on site require further investment and
refurbishment.
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Site Name

Huby Playing
Fields And
Social Club

Sub-area

Easingwold

Pitch
supply

1x
Adult
11v11

Community
use on site

Not
Available

Capacity for
community use
(grass pitches only)

+1.5 match
equivalents

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)

PV

The site is currently at capacity for adult football during peak
demand times and, although they have lots of additional land, this
is on a severe slope. It is therefore recommended to explore the
possibility of levelling this ground and adding a second adult 11v11
pitch.

PR

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. It
is used by Huby United FC and managed by Huby Sports & Social
Club.

E

Although the football pitch was scored highly in the Standard
rating, the ancillary facilities were identified as very poor during site
visit and user consultation. As a result, of this the club has lost
players in recent years. The clubhouse is over 40 years old, in very
poor condition and in need of major refurbishment.
Users of the site also raised issues regarding losing balls and the
installation of nets behind the goals is recommended in order to
prevent this.

Hutton
Rudby
Primary
School

Stokesley

2x Mini
7v7

Not
available

+4 match equivalents

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study

PR

The site should be protected in the local plan as playing pitches.
The site is not used by the community but is used by the school for
matches, training, physical education and other activity.

E

No further enhancement has been identified as being required as
part of this study

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study
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Site Name

Linton On
Ouse
Primary
School

Newton-OnOuse Playing
Field

Northallerton
Police
Headquarters

Sub-area

Easingwold

Easingwold

Thirsk

Pitch
supply

1x 7v7
Mini
7v7

1x
Adult
11v11

1x
Adult
11v11

Community
use on site

Not
available

Available
and
secured

Not
Available

Capacity for
community use
(grass pitches only)

+2 match equivalents

+2 match equivalents

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)

PR

The site should be protected in the local plan as playing pitches.
The site is not used by the community but is used by the school for
matches, training, physical education and other activity.

E

No further enhancement has been identified as being required as
part of this study

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study

PR

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. It
is not used by local teams since there are currently no clubs in the
village, but it is hired out to outside teams.

E

Although the pitch scored well on inspection, the ancillary facilities
were identified as very poor and it is recommended that they are
renovating and extended so that the site continues to attract
outside users

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study

PR

This site is privately owned and only used by police teams. There
are plans to sell the site as a policing centre to another private firm
and therefore the pitch may fall out of usage. It is recommended
that due to the lack of security of tenure and the lack of community
use, that this site is re-designated as open space. (HDC have
confirmed that the site has now been sold)

E

No further enhancement has been identified as being required as
part of this study

+1 match equivalent
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Site Name

Northallerton
College

Northallerton
Town FC

Sub-area

Northallerton

Northallerton

Pitch
supply

1x
Youth
11v11

2x
Adult
11v11

Community
use on site

Not
available

Available
and
secured

Capacity for
community use
(grass pitches only)

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study

PR

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan
.The site is not used by the community due to protecting the
pitches and prioritising use by students, who access them for
matches, training, physical education and other activity.

E

Further investment is required to improve the poor drainage of the
pitches and the currently inadequate parking facilities.

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study

PR

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. It
is home to Northallerton Town FC, who manage the site and have
recently negotiated a 25 year lease with the ground owners.

+2 match equivalents

+5 match equivalents

E

The football pitches were rated as good and with an excellent
player surface, however the ancillary facilities are aged and in
major need of refurbishment. This is the club’s current main priority
and it is recommended that FA support them with this
development.
The club also reported problems with the car park (in need of
resurfacing) and damages to the fencing around the pitch due to
high winds, which should be addressed. It is recommended to seek
FA funding to improve this.

PV
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Site Name

Raskelf
Recreation
And Leisure

Romanby
Primary
School

Shipton
Playing Field

Sub-area

Easingwold

Northallerton

Easingwold

Pitch
supply

1x
Youth
11v11

2x Mini
5v5

2x
Youth
9v9

Community
use on site

Available
and
secured

Available
and
unsecured

Available
and
secured

Capacity for
community use
(grass pitches only)

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)

PR

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan.
This is an impressive multi sport site with a good quality Youth
11v11 pitch, which is not currently used by the community and
could be utilised more heavily by local community clubs.

E

No further enhancement has been identified as being required as
part of this study

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study

PR

The site should be protected in the local plan as playing pitches.
The site is not used by the community but is used by the school for
matches, training, physical education and other activity.

E

No further enhancement has been identified as being required as
part of this study

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study

PR

This site has two 9v9 pitches of adequate condition that are
currently not being used by any local teams. With the nearby
football provision and spare capacity at Newton-On-Ouse playing
fields, it’s recommended that this site is re-designated as open
space or for alternative physical activity uses and any ad-hoc
demand is displaced to nearby facilities.

E

No further enhancement has been identified as being required as
part of this study

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study.

+4 match equivalents

+8 match equivalents

+4 match equivalents
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Site Name

Sowerby
Primary
School

St Nicholas C
of E Primary

Stillington
Sports And
Social Club

Stokesley
Community
Primary

Sub-area

Thirsk

Bedale

Easingwold

Stokesley

Pitch
supply

1x Mini
5v5

1x Mini
5v5

2x
Adult

2x Mini
7v7

Community
use on site

Not
available

Not
available

Available
and
secured

Available
and
unsecured

Capacity for
community use
(grass pitches only)

+2 match equivalents

+2 match equivalents

+3.5 match
equivalents

+8 match equivalents

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)

PR

The site should be protected in the local plan as playing pitches.
The site is not used by the community but is used by the school for
matches, training, physical education and other activity.

E

No further enhancement has been identified as being required as
part of this study

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study

PR

The site should be protected in the local plan as playing pitches.
This site is not available for community use however it is used by
the school’s pupils.

E

No further enhancement has been identified as being required as
part of this study

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study

PR

The site should be protected in the local plan as playing pitches.
This site is owned and managed by the Sports and Social Club and
represents a community hub for grassroots sport.

E

The Club has received s106 monies to improve the clubhouse on
site. No other enhancements are recommended as part of this
study.

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study

PR

This site should be protected in the Local Plan. This is a good
quality education site used primarily for curriculum and after-school
football.
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Site Name

Sub-area

Pitch
supply

Community
use on site

Capacity for
community use
(grass pitches only)

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)

School

Stokesley
School

Stokesley

2x
Youth
11v11
1x
Youth
9v9

Available
and
unsecured

+6 match equivalents

2x
Adult
11v11

Stokesley
Sports Club

Stokesley

1x
Youth
11v11
1x
Youth
9v9

Available
and
secured

E

No further enhancement has been identified as being required as
part of this study

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study

PR

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan.
The site is not used by the community but is used by the school for
matches, training, physical education and other activity.

E

No further enhancement has been identified as being required as
part of this study

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study

PR

This site should be protected in the Local Plan. This site has
numerous and ranging football pitch sizes that are used regularly
by the Sports Club and is a central hub for football in the area.

+7 match equivalents
E

There is spare capacity of 7 match equivalents per week and
therefore the site could accommodate additional demand. Drainage
is the major issue on the site, with several match cancellations as a
consequence. Part of this is due the drainage channels being
blocked off at times of high rainfall as they feed into part of the antiflooding system local to the area. Improved maintenance and
further investment is recommended.
Adding a 3G pitch to the area is also seen as a major priority in
reducing the number of cancelled matches and reducing the
pressure on pitches during times of inclement weather. There are
plans in place to convert the adult stadia pitch into a full size 3G
and the FA are currently in discussions with the site, with intentions

1x Mini
7v7
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Site Name

Sub-area

Pitch
supply

Community
use on site

Capacity for
community use
(grass pitches only)

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)
to deliver this project for the 2018/19 season. Development works
would also include floodlights, fencing and improvements of the
ancillary facilities.

Thimbleby
Sports Field

Thirsk And
Sowerby
Flatts

Thirsk
Astroturf

Northallerton

Thirsk

Thirsk

1x
Adult
11v11

1x
Adult
11v11

1x
sand

Available
and
secured

Available
and
secured

Available
and

+0.5 match
equivalents

PV

As above, there are plans for significant additional provision at the
site, to continue to meet the need of the sports club and North
Riding FA.

PR

The Sports Field is privately-owned and used by a local football
team. This site should be protected in the Local Plan.

E

There is one adult football pitch of poor quality, with signs of
insufficient maintenance and poor drainage. Further investment
and improved maintenance is recommended.

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study

PR

This site is used regularly by a local football team and is one of the
few sites in the local authority that is under capacity for grass
pitches. With the development planned at Sowerby Gateway, it is
recommended that this site is protected and kept as a backup
ground to accommodate adult football demand in the area.

E

If some demand can be displaced to a nearby site, then no further
actions are required for this site. If this site is to continue to provide
football pitches, then improvement to the pitch quality will enable all
demand to be accommodated on the site.

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study

PR

This full-size AGP is used by Blue Star and Thirsk Town football
clubs for mid-week training sessions, as well as heavily used for

-0.5 match
equivalents

N/A – no grass
pitches
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Site Name

Sub-area

Pitch

Thirsk
Athletics
Bowls Club

Pitch
supply
AGP

1x
Youth
11v11
Thirsk

2x Mini
7v7

Community
use on site

Capacity for
community use
(grass pitches only)

secured

Available
and
unsecured

hockey. It should be protected in the Local Plan.

+12 match
equivalents

2x Mini
5v5

Thirsk School
& Sixth Form
College

Topcliffe C of
E Primary
School

Thirsk

Thirsk

5x
Youth
11v11
1x
Youth
9v9
1x Mini
7v7

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)

Available
and
unsecured

Not
available

+4 match equivalents

+2 match equivalents

E

The AGP is of good quality (2-5 years old) and so there are no
enhancement recommendations as part of this study.

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study

PR

This site is a youth football hub and should be protected in the
Local Plan. There are plans as part of the Sowerby Gateway
project to re-designate this site for alternative use.

E

No further enhancement has been identified as being required as
part of this study

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study

PR

The site is used by School/College pupils and the wider community
and should be protected in the Local Plan.

E

Informal use of the football pitches is deteriorating the quality.
Fencing should be installed surrounding the pitches to protect
against informal use.

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study

PR

This site should be protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan.
The site is not used by the community but is used by the school for
matches, training, physical education and other activity.
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Site Name

Topcliffe
Recreation
Park

Sub-area

Thirsk

Pitch
supply

1x
Adult
11v11

Community
use on site

Available
and
secured

Capacity for
community use
(grass pitches only)

+0.5 match
equivalents

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)

E

No further enhancement has been identified as being required as
part of this study

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study

PR

This site should be protected in the Local Plan. The site is
managed by the Parish Council used sparingly by local residents

E

Changing rooms are of poor quality and currently disused. A
feasibility study should be undertaken to ascertain whether this
should be refurbished or replaced.

PV

No further provision has been identified as being required as part
of this study

Disclaimer: if any football sites have been missed in the table above, this is due to an error and does not necessarily mean that they should
not be protected as sports provision.
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Football Summary
This section summarises the findings from the football analysis, which will form the basis
of the recommendation and action plan section for Hambleton.
Table 3.12 includes the response to 5 key questions, which are asked for all PPS studies
across the UK, in order to provide a standardised illustration of supply and demand for
sports provision.
Table 3.12 – Key PPS findings for football in Hambleton

Key Question

Analysis

What are the
main
characteristics of
the current supply
and demand for
provision?

The quality of football provision across the local authority is standard,
with a small number of key sites used by the larger clubs located in
the market town. Demand has been consistent in recent years, with
some clubs identifying significant growth.

Is there enough
accessible and
secured
community use
provision to meet
current demand

The data currently illustrates that there is currently an over-supply for
grass pitches across the Local Authority, which is influenced by the
large number of rural pitches that are typically not well used. At the
peak periods of demand, there is no spare capacity at a number of
the key sites for community football. The lack of full sized floodlit 3G
AGP’s currently means that some clubs do not have the appropriate
supply of outdoor training facilities.

Is the provision
that is accessible
of sufficient
quality and
appropriately
maintained?

The current quality of pitch supply is standard, with multiple cases of
severe drainage issues and waterlogging. The quality of ancillary
and changing facilities is relatively poor, with a number of users
citing this as a key issue during consultation.

What are the
main
characteristics of
the future supply
and demand for
provision

With projected population growth across the 5 sub-areas, the future
supply and demand analysis shows a shortage of some pitch
typologies when both population growth and latent demand are taken
into considering. Much of this can be addressed through the remarking of existing pitch stock, however the proposed developments
of 3G facilities will also meet the training need and provide a
mitigation should grass pitches become waterlogged and unplayable.

Is there enough
accessible and
secured
community use
provision to meet
future demand

There is currently enough grass pitches to meet the need, assuming
that the current pitch stock can be re-marked to better meet the need
of residents. To address the issues of capacity at peak demand,
floodlit 3G AGP provision is required to reduce the ‘bottle-neck’s’ of
supply, especially in mid week evenings.
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CRICKET ANALYSIS
Introduction and Strategic Context
In order to understand the overall objectives and priorities of the ECB, an analysis of key
recent strategies and documentation has been undertaken and summarised below.
CRICKET UNLEASHED (2016)

The ECB published its new strategic plan in 2016. One of the core aims of the strategy is
to create more players, great teams and inspired fans, guided by good governance and
strong financial operations. The goal of Cricket Unleashed is to make the game more
accessible and inspire the next generation of players, coaches, officials and volunteers.
The ECB is looking to work with Local Authorities to develop fit-for-purpose facility and
participation plans that will engage with local residents and ensure residents are provided
with the right facilities to help them play the game.
ALL STARS CRICKET (2017)

Launched in 2017, All Stars Cricket is an ECB initiative that provides children aged five to
eight with an introduction to cricket, focussing on parental engagement in supporting the
newly trained All Stars Cricket Activators, as well as a special focus on establishing
women’s softball and cricket events.
The programme will be delivered nationwide at over 1,800 centres, predominantly at club
sites, and the ECB expect it to have a positive impact on junior demand in the short to
medium term, providing a transition for children into formal junior cricket.
4 clubs in Hambleton have registered for the Cricket All Star scheme (Alne CC, Sessay
CC, Northallerton Town CC and East Harsley CC) and therefore demand at these site is
expected to grow significantly in coming years.
It is key that this Playing Pitch Strategy recognises the opportunity made available by
Cricket Unleashed and All Stars Cricket and provides a framework that allows
stakeholders to work together and deliver against the key objectives of ‘more play’, ‘great
teams’ and ‘inspired fans’.
GROUNDS TO PLAY – ENGLAND AND WALES CRICKET BOARD STRATEGIC PLAN (2010 –
2013)

The ECB published its strategic plan in 2010. One of the core aims of the strategy was to
enhance facilities, environments and participation. The ECB prioritised the expansion of
indoor cricket facilities, better use of school facilities and establishing better school-club
links in order to position cricket at the heart of the community. This strategy was followed
by the National Club Strategy (2012).
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NATIONAL CLUB STRATEGY (2012)

The ECB’s National Club Strategy was developed from its Strategic Plan. It focussed on
promoting the sustainability of clubs and their facilities. The ECB developed accessible,
high quality and innovative facilities which inspired the nation to choose cricket, as well as
creating a culture of sustainable development, in order to leave a legacy for generations
to come.

Consultation Overview
KEY CLUBS

There are 26 cricket clubs that were identified by the ECB as playing in the area; 21 of
these clubs responded to 4 global requests for information. The 5 non-responding cricket
clubs, with reasons for not responding, are shown in Technical Appendix B – Cricket
Analysis. The data gathered from this consultation has been used to help inform the
remainder of this assessment. The clubs with the largest number of teams in Hambleton
are Sessay CC (12 teams), Alne CC (9 teams) and Thirsk CC (8 teams). There is a total
of 100 teams identified as playing in Hambleton.
Further information on key clubs in the area can be seen in Technical Appendix B –
Cricket Analysis.
PROGRAMMES, INITIATIVES AND FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

The ECB is looking to provide appropriate provision and club support to clubs that attract
a wide demographic of participants. This includes teams that consist of BAME players,
which tend to play informally on public parks and as such is in line with cross-sport trends
that suggest players are looking for informal, flexible participation opportunities rather
than regular, time consuming match play.

Supply
QUANTITY OVERVIEW

Table 3.1 below presents the data collected on cricket pitch supply in Hambleton.
Technical Appendix B – Cricket Analysis presents a detailed audit of all pitches across
the study area including carrying capacity and supply and demand balance. Map 4.1
overleaf also shows the supply of cricket pitches across the study area.
Table 4.1 – Supply of cricket pitches in Hambleton

Local Authority sub-area

Grass wickets

Artificial wickets

Sub-area: Bedale

46

0

Sub-area: Easingwold

82

0

Sub-area: Northallerton

40

0

Sub-area: Stokesley

89

1

Sub-area: Thirsk

48

2

Total Cricket Wickets

305

3
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Map 4.1 illustrates that the majority of the cricket sites are located in the Easingwold and
Stokesley sub-areas (8 and 10 sites respectively) and therefore so are the majority of
wickets in the district – equating to a 56% share. There are only three artificial wickets
across Hambleton.
Map 4.1 – Cricket Sites in Hambleton
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TENURE AND MANAGEMENT

Table 4.2 illustrates that ownership of cricket sites is dominated by private and club
ownership, which means that individual clubs have a higher responsibility in the
maintenance and management of facilities.
Table 4.2 – Ownership breakdown for Cricket in Hambleton

Pitch ownership

Ownership

Management

Academy / Trust

2

0

Church

1

0

Club

10

31

Council

5

0

Education

0

5

Parish Council

2

0

Private

15

0

Sports Association

1

1

Unknown

1

0

Table 4.2 illustrates that ownership of cricket sites is dominated by private owners, which
may lead to a restricted level of accessibility (particularly the affordability and
maintenance) for teams and clubs in the area. The Local Authority owned pitches are
more likely to have greater accessibility. On the other hand, the reduced reliance on the
Local Authority may also lead to an improved quality of general facilities, as residents are
not relying on Council maintenance teams, which are continuing to be restricted
financially.
Table 4.3 provides a breakdown of the cricket sites in Hambleton, the majority of which
have secured community use.
Table 4.3 – Cricket Site Breakdown of Security of Community Use

Community
Use on Site

Secured
Community
Use

Ownership

Easingwold

Available

Secured

Private

Bedale

Available

Secured

Private

Stokesley

Available

Secured

Club

Chop Gate CC

Stokesley

Available

Secured

Private

Crakehall Cricket Club

Bedale

Available

Secured

Church

Crathorne Cricket Club

Stokesley

Available

Secured

Private

Crayke & District Sports &
Leisure Club

Easingwold

Available

Secured

Club

Easingwold Cricket Club

Easingwold

Available

Secured

Private

Easingwold School

Easingwold

Available but
unused

Unsecured

Council

Playing Pitch Sites
Alne Cricket Club
Bedale Athletic And Sports
Association
Broughton And Kirby
Sports Club

Sub Area
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East Cowton Cricket Club

Northallerton

Available

Secured

Club

East Harlsey CC

Northallerton

Available

Secured

Private

Great Ayton Cricket &
Football Club

Stokesley

Available

Secured

Private

Helperby And Brafferton
Sports Field

Easingwold

Available

Secured

Sports
Association

Hillside Rural Activities
Park

Thirsk

Available

Secured

Trust

Huby Playing Fields And
Social Club

Easingwold

Available

Secured

Parish
Council

Hutton Rudby Cricket Club

Stokesley

Available

Secured

Club

Stokesley

Available

Secured

Private

Stokesley

Available

Secured

Private

Kildale Sports Field

Stokesley

Available

Secured

Private

Kirby Sigston Cricket Club

Northallerton

Available

Secured

Private

Northallerton

Available

Secured

Club

Easingwold

Available

Secured

Parish

Scruton Cricket Club

Bedale

Available

Secured

Club

Sessay Cricket Club

Thirsk

Available

Secured

Club

Silton Cricket Club

Northallerton

Available

Secured

Private

South Kilvington CcC

Thirsk

Available

Secured

Club

Stillington Sports And
Social Club

Easingwold

Available

Secured

Club

Stokesley School

Stokesley

Available

Secured

Academy
Trust

Stokesley Sports Club

Stokesley

Available

Secured

Club

Thimbleby Sports Field

Northallerton

Available

Secured

Private

Thirsk Athletics Bowls
Club

Thirsk

Available

Secured

Private

Thirsk School & Sixth
Form College

Thirsk

Available but
unused

Secured

Council

Bedale

Available

Secured

Council

Thirsk

Available

Secured

Private

Bedale

Available

Secured

Unknown

Ingleby Arncliffe Cricket
Club
Ingleby Greenhow Cricket
Club

Northallerton Town Cricket
Club
Raskelf Recreation And
Leisure

Thornton Watless Cricket
Club
Thornton-Le-Moor Cricket
Club
West Tanfield Cricket Club

Page 80 of 152

Hambleton District Council Playing Pitch Strategy

QUALITY ASSESSMENT

Each site (where access was possible) was visited and assessed by the 4 global
research team (in June 2016) using a non-technical assessment framework provided by
the ECB. The assessment considers the quality of playing surface, the quality of
changing rooms and the score of their maintenance regime when compared to ECB
recommendations. In addition to the site visits, the club consultation was used to validate
the quality ratings. Each site is rated as GOOD, STANDARD or POOR.
Table 4.4 summarises the quality assessment results. Full details of the subsequent
carrying capacity allocations of each site by pitch type can be found in Technical
Appendix B – Cricket Analysis. Given the ratings, the overall standard of pitches across
Hambleton is adequate, with 83% of open and working pitches scoring standard or better.
Table 4.4 – Summary of cricket pitch scoring in Hambleton

Rating
Number of pitches

Good

Standard

Poor

12

19

6

The top three scoring sites (not including education facilities) are summarised below;
•

•

•

Stokesley Sports Club: A fantastic site that is home to one of the
largest clubs in Hambleton. The club has a thriving youth section and
also has great links with the local school to encourage them to use the
ground/facilities. The club’s main issue is their current maintenance
equipment, which is now very old and inefficient. They have just
received a grant from Hambleton council for new equipment; however,
they feel they still need more support in this area. The pavilion is very
impressive and more than adequate for current provision.
Easingwold Cricket Club: A high quality ground that is very well
managed by the cricket club. The club currently only have four years
left on their lease for the ground but are in the process of trying to
expand this. The ground suffers from poor drainage towards the
bottom end of the field. The club have recently received planning
permission to develop the pavilion to increase the bar/function area
and build in disabled access. The club now require some financial
support to help with this project, and estimate that they need
£200,000.
Thirsk Athletics Bowls Club: An excellent site in the heart of Thirsk,
with a great range of sporting facilities and over 500 members
between the various sports. The cricket club that utilise the site (Thirsk
CC) are a large club, although they are currently having difficulty
extending the lease on the site. The rugby club share the site and this
causes some issues for the cricket club. The rugby club often play
during wet periods and this causes long-term damage to the outfield
(these issues will be alleviated once Sowerby Sports Village
development is completed and the rugby club relocate to this site).
The pavilion is good quality, although the club would like to update the
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lounge area (work currently in progress).
The site is based within the Racecourse Grounds, which means the
club are limited on their ability to expand/improve the facilities. It also
proves an issue as on race days no sport is allowed to be played and
the junior pitches at the north of the site become a car park for
caravans, leading to the pitches being cut up. Car park is inadequate
and in need of improvement.

Demand
CLUB AND TEAM PROFILE

Through the demand consultations with clubs, 27 clubs have been identified as playing in
Hambleton. as shown in Table 4.5 below, with details on the team profiles where it was
possible to contact them. The additional 5 clubs are included in Technical Appendix B –
Cricket Analysis as these were not contactable as part of the demand consultation
process.
Table 4.5 – Cricket club profiles for responding clubs. Source: PPS club consultations

No. of competitive teams
Club

Sub Area

Senior
men

Senior
women

Boys

Total

Girls

Alne CC

Easingwold

3

1

3

2

9

Bedale CC

Bedale

2

0

3

0

5

Broughton and Kirkby
CC

Stokesley

1

0

0

0

1

Chop Gate CC

Stokesley

1

0

0

0

1

Crakehall CC

Bedale

1

0

0

0

1

Crathorne CC

Stokesley

1

0

0

0

1

Easingwold CC

Easingwold

3

0

2

0

5

East Cowton CC

Northallerton

2

0

0

0

2

East Harsley CC

Northallerton

1

1

5

0

7

Helperby CC

Easingwold

3

0

2

0

5

Huby CC

Easingwold

2

0

0

0

2

Hutton Rudby

Stokesley

4

0

2

0

6

Ingleby Greenhow CC

Stokesley

2

0

0

0

2

Kildale CC

Stokesley

1

0

0

0

1

Kirby Sigston CC

Northallerton

1

0

0

0

1

Northallerton CC

Northallerton

2

0

4

0

6

Raskelf CC

Easingwold

3

0

2

0

5

Scruton CC

Bedale

1

0

0

0

1
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Club

Sub Area

No. of competitive teams

Total

Sessay CC

Thirsk

5

1

6

0

12

South Kilvington CC

Thirsk

1

0

0

0

1

Stillington CC

Easingwold

2

0

2

0

4

Stokesley CC

Stokesley

3

0

4

0

7

Thimbleby CC

Northallerton

1

0

0

0

1

Thirsk CC

Thirsk

4

0

4

0

8

Thornton Le Moor CC

Thirsk

2

0

0

0

2

Thornton Watlass CC

Bedale

1

0

0

0

1

West Tanfield CC

Bedale

3

0

0

0

3

Total

56

3

41

2

100

To further understand the demand for cricket in the study area, the following detailed
consultations provide further clarity on the priorities and issues of key clubs in the study
area.
Table 4.6 – Major club cricket consultations in Hambleton

Club

Consultation Summary
Alne CC have 9 teams, who all play at their home ground – Alne Cricket Club. In
the previous 3 years the club have seen an increase in their juniors and women’s
teams, whereas the men’s have remained the same.

Alne CC

The club plans to use York University for indoor training this year, as there is a
lack of suitable/available facilities in the area. The club stated that their local
facility at the Galtres Centre is always full. The club highlighted their home ground
as good.
Sessay CC have 12 teams, including 6 junior. The club have recently seen an
increase in women’s cricket, with a strong plan for growth and development of
girls/women’s cricket behind this.

Sessay CC

The club have to travel outside of Hambleton to use indoor nets, as there are no
suitable facilities within Hambleton. At their home ground (Sessay Village Hall and
Playing Fields) the club play around 60 competitive matches a season, last year
losing 10 to inclement weather conditions. They rated this facility as good.
Thirsk CC have 8 teams, the majority of these using Thirsk Athletics & Social Club
as a home ground, with 2 of the adult team play at Hillside Rural Activities Park. In
recent years the number of teams has remained the same and the club does not
project any change in the future.

Thirsk CC

The cricket club is having major issues with the demands placed on the pitch
during the off season by other sports. The ground is used by both football and
rugby each winter and the ground is not in suitable condition after the winter
season is over. The club’s home ground is also used as a horse racing venue
and when these races are on, cricket matches are displaced to other locations
including Hillside Rural Activities Park.
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CURRENT, FUTURE AND LATENT DEMAND

In order to estimate the future demand for cricket in the study area, a Team Generation
Rate6 has been calculated using the current number of teams and the current population.
This measure allows us to calculate the population (for various age groups) that will
typically cause enough demand for a cricket team.
This TGR can now be applied to the population projections for the study area to confirm
how population growth or reduction will affect the demand for teams in each of the key
age groups.
The impact of population projections on the need for cricket provision has been divided
into the five identified sub areas and are displayed as such below.
It should be noted that population projections for each sub-area are not available in the
detail required to complete the calculation at a local level. We have therefore utilised the
projected growth factor for the study area as a whole and applied this to each of the sub
areas in turn.
Table 4.7: Hambleton - Impact of population projections on the need for cricket provision
(Team Generation Rates)

Cricket age
group

Current
popn.
Within
age
group

No.
Of
teams

TGR
(Teams
generated
by 1000
people)

Future
population
(2035)
within age
group

Predicted
future
number
of teams

Additional
teams
required

Adult (1965) –
males only

19,775

56.0

2.8

19,688

55.8

-0.2

Adult (1965) –
females
only

19,760

3.0

0.0

19,565

3.0

0.0

Youth (818) – boys
only

3,349

41.0

12.2

3,795

46.5

5.5

Total Projected Additional Demand (Teams)

5.3

Table 4.7 shows that there would be and an additional 5.5 junior teams and no additional
adult teams due to a decrease in population in these age groups. The analysis will round
this calculation to the nearest whole number to produce a forecasted 5 teams. The TGR
is based on 2014 Sub National Population Projections (SNPP 2014).

6 The Team Generation Rate calculation uses the current number of teams and the current
population to calculate a proxy measure of the number of total residents per relevant sports team.
This measure is therefore applied to the projected population (depending on the length of the
strategy) to predict how many additional teams will be required in order to satisfy the demand from
the ‘new’ population.
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The demand created by these teams will be in line with ECB guidance, 10 matches per
adult team and 8 per junior team. This means the TGR calculation is projecting that there
will be a future 40 additional matches played in Hambleton in 2035, compared with 2016.

Capacity Analysis for Cricket in Hambleton
Using the supply of the cricket sites and the current level of demand, the overall capacity
of each of the sites has been calculated. 21 of the 27 available cricket sites have been
identified as having spare capacity for their grass wickets.
Table 4.10 shows the total supply and demand balance for cricket pitches in Hambleton,
taking into consideration the use of artificial pitches for matches, which occurs in
Hambleton. Table 4.10 also shows the balance when it is assumed that non-turf pitches
are not used for matches at any age groups. It is likely that in reality, a small number of
clubs such as those with larger junior sections, will use the non-turf pitches for a small
proportion of their matches.
Table 4.10 – Overall Cricket balance figures for Hambleton – grass pitches only

Not Including Non-Turf Pitches in Analysis
Supply and demand figures
(matches)

Demand

Supply

905

1525

Overall balance (matches)

+620

Pitch balance figure (no. of
grass or artificial wickets)

124 grass wickets or 10.33 artificial wickets

To assess the availability of cricket facilities at peak times, it has been assumed that the
period of highest demand for cricket matches is on a Saturday afternoon for adults and
Saturday or Sunday mornings for juniors. The capacity analysis below takes account of
peak period usage.

Capacity Analysis
The following section contains the summary capacity analysis for cricket in Hambleton, as
well as for a number of relevant scenarios, as requested by the ECB and the Sport
England 2013 Playing Pitch Guidance. The scenario testing has divided into the five sub
areas and are displayed below accordingly.
Table 4.11: Bedale - Summary capacity analysis and scenarios for cricket

Juniors
Adults
(Grass
only)

(playing
on only
artificial
pitches)

Supply – pitch capacity in match
equivalents (For available sites only)

230

Demand – match equivalents for
matches and training

72

Balance per Pitch Type
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All matches
played on
Grass
Only

Grass
+Artificial

0

230

230

15

87

87
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Current Balance for all available sites
only

158

-15

143

143

Current Balance for secured sites only

158

-15

143

143

Projected number of teams

0

0.5*

0.5

0.5

Future additional demand (from TGR)

0

4*

4

4

158

-19

139

139

Future balance for all available, secured
sites

*As the sub area has 7% of all Junior demand, demand generated by 0.5 of the 5
additional teams projected for 2035 has been allocated here. Junior demand is calculated
at 8 match equivalents per team per season.

Table 4.11 identified the following key findings:
•
•
•

•
•

Bedale accounts for the least demand of all sub-areas in the district.
There are no NTPs available to the community to use in Bedale
Bedale has an over supply of cricket pitches, and even with the
projected increase of 4 match equivalents using TGR, there is still a
projected 139 match equivalent over supply
According to pitch balance calculations there is spare capacity for an
additional 13 teams above the TGR rates
It would not be feasible to have all of these teams to use peak time
match slots however, as table 8 shows that there is spare peak time
capacity for an additional 8 teams in the sub-area, with the capacity
for 3 teams on a Saturday and 8 more on a Sunday. This would mean
the additional 2 teams would have the play outside of the peak period.

Table 4.12: Easingwold Sub Area - Summary capacity analysis and scenarios for cricket

Juniors
Adults
(Grass
only)

(playing
on only
artificial
pitches)

Supply – pitch capacity in match
equivalents (For available sites only)

410

Demand – match equivalents for matches
and training

Balance per Pitch Type

All matches
played on
Grass
Only

Grass
+Artificial

0

410

410

183

90

273

273

Current Balance for all available sites only

227

-90

137

137

Current Balance for secured sites only

172

-90

82

82

Projected number of teams

0

1.5*

1.5

1.5

Future additional demand (from TGR)

0

12*

12

12

172

-102

70

70

Future balance for all available, secured
sites

*As the sub area has 31% of all Junior demand, demand generated by 1.5 of the 5
additional teams projected for 2035 has been allocated here. Junior demand is calculated
at 8 match equivalents per team per season.
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Table 4.12 identifies the following key findings:
•
•
•
•

•
•

Easingwold has a total supply of 410 match equivalents, there are no
NTP surfaces used for junior cricket in the sub-area
Easingwold has the highest demand for junior cricket out of all the
sub-areas
The sub-area is under supplied in terms of Junior NTP provision, with
a total of -90 match equivalents
Using the TGR there is set to be an increase of 12 junior match
equivalents, which sees a further increase in the under supply of
junior provision
Table 8 shows that Easingwold is at capacity for peak time on
Saturday, but Sunday could accommodate 12 additional teams
According to the TGR, Easingwold is projected to maintain enough
spare capacity for an additional 7 adult teams.

Table 4.13: Northallerton Sub Area - Summary capacity analysis and scenarios for cricket

Juniors
Adults
(Grass
only)

(playing on
only
artificial
pitches)

Supply – pitch capacity in match
equivalents (For available sites only)

200

Demand – match equivalents for
matches and training

Balance per Pitch Type

All matches
played on
Grass
Only

Grass
+Artificial

0

200

200

108

63

171

171

Current Balance for all available sites
only

92

-63

29

29

Current Balance for secured sites only

92

-63

29

29

Future additional latent demand

0

1*

1

1

Future additional demand (from TGR)

0

8*

8

8

Future balance for all available,
secured sites

92

-71

21

21

*As the sub area has 21% of all Junior demand, demand generated by 1.5 of the 5
additional teams projected for 2035 has been allocated here. Junior demand is calculated
at 8 match equivalents per team per season.

Table 4.13 identifies the following key findings:
•
•
•
•

Northallerton has a total supply of 200 match equivalents, which is the
lowest in the borough.
All of this supply is secured for future use.
There is a demand of 108 matches for adult cricket, leading to an
oversupply of 92 match equivalents across the sub-area.
Incorporating junior cricket demand, there is a lower figure of 29
match equivalents over supply.
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•

•

Using the TGR there is projected to be an increase of 1 junior team.
This leading to a total over supply of 21 matches, which is the lowest
figure in the borough.
This meaning Northallerton has capacity for 2 additional adult teams.
Table 8 shows that Northallerton has some spare capacity at peak
times, 3 teams on a Saturday and 9 on Sunday, this providing peak
time slots for these teams to potentially play.

Table 4.14: Stokesley Sub Area - Summary capacity analysis and scenarios for cricket

Juniors
Adults
(Grass
only)

(playing
on only
artificial
pitches)

Supply – pitch capacity in match
equivalents (For available sites only)

445

Demand – match equivalents for matches
and training

Balance per Pitch Type

All matches
played on
Grass
Only

Grass
+Artificial

60

445

505

148

34

182

182

Current Balance for all available sites only

297

26

263

323

Current Balance for secured sites only

297

26

263

323

Future additional latent demand

0

0.75*

0.75

0.75

Future additional demand (from TGR)

0

6*

6

6

297

20

257

317

Future balance for all available, secured
sites

*As the sub area has 15% of all Junior demand, demand generated by 0.75 of the 5
additional teams projected for 2035 has been allocated here. Junior demand is calculated
at 8 match equivalents per team per season.

Table 4.14 identifies the following key findings:
•
•

•

Stokesley has a total supply of 505 match equivalents, which is the
highest in the district
Stokesley also provides the second highest provision of junior pitches
supply, for available sites. It is the only sub-area that has an over
supply of junior cricket provision, both before and after TGR is
attributed for
Furthermore, after TGR’s are calculated, there is an additional 6
match equivalents. Even with that there is still spare capacity of 317
match equivalents, which could host 31 additional adult cricket teams
demand.
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Table 4.15: Thirsk Sub Area - Summary capacity analysis and scenarios for cricket

Juniors
Adults
(Grass
only)

(playing
on only
artificial
pitches)

Supply – pitch capacity in match
equivalents (For available sites only)

240

Demand – match equivalents for matches
and training

Balance per Pitch Type

All matches
played on
Grass
Only

Grass
+Artificial

120

240

360

135

57

192

192

Current Balance for all available sites only

105

63

48

168

Current Balance for secured sites only

105

-57

48

48

Future additional latent demand

0

1.25*

1.25

1.25

Future additional demand (from TGR)

0

10*

10

10

105

-67

38

38

Future balance for all available, secured
sites

*As the sub area has 25% of all Junior demand, demand generated by 1.25 of the 5
additional teams projected for 2035 has been allocated here. Junior demand is calculated
at 8 match equivalents per team per season.

Table 4.15 identifies the following key findings:
•
•
•
•

Thirsk has the highest number of junior supply in the sub-area, 120
match equivalents.
All of the available pitches are secured for future community use.
There is enough spare capacity in Thirsk to allow another 3 adult
teams.
Table 8 shows there is enough peak time capacity to host these
teams, although 2 teams would have to play on a Sunday.
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Strategic sites for Protection, Enhancement and Provision
Based on the evidence collated in the PPS for cricket pitch provision, it can be concluded that there are certain cricket facilities across Hambleton
that are recorded as high value sites.
Table 4.14 provides a justification for how each of the cricket sites should be Protected, Enhanced or Provided for.
Table 4.14 – Strategic cricket sites for protection, enhancement and provision

Games Per
Season

Site Name

Sub-area

No of
Pitches

Games
played
(Adult
–
Junior)

Capacity

Peak Time Analysis
Saturday
PM
(Adult) 1
slot
available
per
week

Sunday
PM
(Adult) 1
slot
available
per
week

Weekdays
(Juniors)
5 slots
available

Site
Comments

Justification for Protection (PR),
Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)

PR

Alne Cricket
Club

Easingwold

1

39-24

55-0

At
capacity

1
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1.5

This site is
currently
over
capacity for
grass
wickets

This site should be
protected as playing fields
in the Local Plan. The
Club has men, women
and junior teams playing
at the site. The site is over
capacity (8 games per
season) especially at
peak time on Saturdays,
and with the club taking
part in the All Stars
Cricket programme,
demand at this site is
likely to keep growing in
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Site Name

Sub-area

No of
Pitches

Games Per
Season

Peak Time Analysis

Site
Comments

Justification for Protection (PR),
Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)
coming years.

Bedale
Athletic and
Sports
Association

Bedale

1

20-15

60-0

At
capacity

1
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3.5

This site is
currently
under
capacity for
grass
wickets

E

The grass wicket and
outfield are of good
quality however the
facilities are in need of
refurbishment to allow the
club to grow. The Club
intends to make
continuous club house
improvements.

PV

The site is limited in space
and therefore has no
room for additional
facilities. It is
recommended that a nonturf wicket should be
installed at the site to
accommodate junior
games and address the
current issue of overcapacity.

PR

This site should be
protected as playing fields
in the Local Plan. The
Club using the site has
mens and junior teams,
but overall the site is
under-capacity by 25
games per season.
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Site Name

Broughton
And Kirby
Sports Club

Sub-area

Stokesley

No of
Pitches

1

Games Per
Season

13-0

40-0

Peak Time Analysis

0.5

1
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5

Site
Comments

This site is
currently
under
capacity for
grass
wickets

Justification for Protection (PR),
Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)
E

Current facilities are
generally of good quality.
However, the Club’s one
practice net on the site is
of poor quality and in
need of replacement with
a three lane practice net
facility.

PV

There are no
recommendations to
provide new facilities at
the site.

PR

This site should be
protected as playing fields
in the Local Plan. The site
is used regularly by a
local adult team.

E

The pitch suffers from
poor drainage and
maintenance, which it is
recommended should be
improved to sustain the
current level of
participation at the site.

PV

There are no
recommendations to
provide new facilities at
the site.
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Site Name

Chop Gate
CC

Crakehall
Cricket Club

Sub-area

Stokesley

Bedale

No of
Pitches

1

1

Games Per
Season

10-0

15-0

20-0

25-0

Peak Time Analysis

0.5

0.5

1

1
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5

5

Site
Comments

This site is
currently
under
capacity for
grass
wickets

This site is
currently
under
capacity for
grass
wickets

Justification for Protection (PR),
Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)
PR

This site should be
protected as playing fields
in the Local Plan. The site
is used by the Club’s
teams on a regular basis.

E

The ancillary facility at the
site is of poor quality and
it is recommended that
this should be refurbished
or rebuilt.

PV

There are no other
recommendations to
provide new facilities at
the site.

PR

This site should be
protected as playing fields
in the Local Plan. The site
is well utilised by a local
team.

E

There are no
recommendations to
enhance facilities at the
site.

PV

There are no
recommendations to
provide new facilities at
the site.
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Site Name

Crathorne
Cricket Club

Easingwold
Cricket Club

Sub-area

Stokesley

Easingwold

No of
Pitches

1

1

Games Per
Season

15-0

30-14

55-0

60-0

Peak Time Analysis

0.5

1

At
Capacity

1
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5

3.5

Site
Comments

This site is
currently
under
capacity for
grass
wickets

This site is
currently
under
capacity for
grass
wickets

Justification for Protection (PR),
Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)
PR

This site should be
protected as playing fields
in the Local Plan. The site
is utilised by a local team
(Crathorne Cricket Club).

E

There are no
recommendations to
enhance facilities at the
site.

PV

There are no
recommendations to
provide new facilities at
the site.

PR

This site should be
protected as playing fields
in the Local Plan. The
Club has mens and junior
teams that use the site on
a regular basis.

E

The site is under capacity
by 16 matches per
season. The outfield and
changing provision are of
good quality and therefore
no enhancements to the
site are recommended.

PV

The Club has identified a
need for refurbishment of
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Site Name

Sub-area

No of
Pitches

Games Per
Season

Peak Time Analysis

Site
Comments

Justification for Protection (PR),
Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)
the pavilion.

East Cowton
Cricket Club

East Harlsey
CC

Northallerton

Northallerton

1

1

38-0

20-43

20-0

40-0

At
capacity

0.5

1

0.5
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5

2.5

This site is
currently
over
capacity for
grass
wickets

This site is
currently
over
capacity for
grass
wickets

PR

This site should be
protected as playing fields
in the Local Plan. The site
is utilised by the Club’s
adult teams.

E

The changing pavilion is
generally of good quality,
but improvements to
provide umpire changing
rooms and adequate
heating of the building are
recommended.

PV

The site is currently over
capacity of 18 matches
per season. There is
space at the site for new
facilities to be provided. A
practice net facility is
required to acquire and
retain junior members.

PR

This site should be
protected as playing fields
in the Local Plan. This is a
fast growing club, (now
with 80 junior members,
and also taking part in the
All Stars Cricket Program)
and the site is a key site
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Site Name

Sub-area

No of
Pitches

Games Per
Season

Peak Time Analysis

Site
Comments

Justification for Protection (PR),
Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)
for local cricket
development.

Helperby
And
Brafferton
Sports Field

Easingwold

1

31-22

55-0

At
capacity

1
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4

This site is
currently
over
capacity for
grass
wickets

E

The Club’s practice net
facility requires new
flooring as the current mat
is of poor quality. There is
currently no electricity
supplied to the pavilion.

PV

The Club’s changing
pavilion serve men,
women and junior teams.
However, space is limited
and an extension is
recommended –
particularly as the Club
would like to attract junior
girls players.
The installation of a non
turf wicket is
recommended in order to
accommodate the growing
demand for junior cricket.

PR

This site should be
protected as playing fields
in the Local Plan. The site
is over capacity by 2
games per season).

E

The practice net facility is
of poor quality and it is
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Site Name

Sub-area

No of
Pitches

Games Per
Season

Peak Time Analysis

Site
Comments

Justification for Protection (PR),
Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)
recommended that the
facility is refurbished or
replaced.

Hillside
Rural
Activities
Park

Huby
Playing
Fields And
Social Club

Thirsk

Easingwold

1

1

22-0

30-0

40-0

40-0

0.5

1

At
capacity

1
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4.5

5

This site is
currently
under
capacity for
grass
wickets

This site is
currently
under
capacity for
grass
wickets

PV

There are no
recommendations to
provide new facilities at
the site.

PR

This site should be
protected as playing fields
in the Local Plan. The site
is utilised by Thirsk CC.

E

There are no
recommendations to
enhance facilities at the
site.

PV

There are no
recommendations to
provide new facilities at
the site.

PR

This site should be
protected as playing fields
in the Local Plan. The site
is utilised by Huby CC.

E

There are no
recommendations to
enhance facilities at the
site.
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Site Name

Hutton
Rudby
Cricket Club

Ingleby
Greenhow
Cricket Club

Sub-area

Stokesley

Stokesley

No of
Pitches

1

1

Games Per
Season

42-14

21-0

55-0

45-0

Peak Time Analysis

At
capacity

0.5

0.5

1
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3.5

0.5

Site
Comments

Justification for Protection (PR),
Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)
PV

There are no
recommendations to
provide new facilities at
the site.

PR

This site should be
protected as playing fields
in the Local Plan. The
Club has mens and junior
teams playing at the site.

E

The practice net facility is
of poor quality and in
need of refurbishment or
replacement. The square
was damaged in 2016 by
pests, with issues such as
crow boreholes.

PV

The site is currently over
capacity by one game per
season. A non-turf wicket
at the site would
accommodate junior
demand.

PR

This site should be
protected as playing fields
in the Local Plan. The site
is utilised by Ingleby
Greenhow CC.

E

There are no

This site is
currently at
capacity for
grass
wickets

This site is
currently
under
capacity for
grass
wickets
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Site Name

Sub-area

No of
Pitches

Games Per
Season

Peak Time Analysis

Site
Comments

Justification for Protection (PR),
Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)
recommendations to
enhance facilities at the
site.

Kildale
Sports Field

Kirby
Sigston
Cricket Club

Stokesley

Northallerton

1

1

17-0

15-0

30-0

30-0

0.5

0.5

1

1
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5

5

This site is
currently
under
capacity for
grass
wickets

This site is
currently
under
capacity for
grass
wickets

PV

There are no
recommendations to
provide new facilities at
the site.

PR

This site should be
protected as playing fields
in the Local Plan. The site
is utilised by Kildale CC.

E

There are no
recommendations to
enhance facilities at the
site.

PV

There are no
recommendations to
provide new facilities at
the site.

PR

This site should be
protected as playing fields
in the Local Plan. The site
is utilised by a Kirby
Singston CC.

E

There are no
recommendations to
enhance facilities at the
site.
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Site Name

Northallerton
Town
Cricket Club

Raskelf
Recreation
And Leisure

Sub-area

Northallerton

Easingwold

No of
Pitches

1

1

Games Per
Season

22-20

33-20

60-0

50-0

Peak Time Analysis

At
capacity

At
capacity

1

1

Page 100 of 152

3

3.5

Site
Comments

This site is
currently
under
capacity for
grass
wickets

This site is
currently
over
capacity for

Justification for Protection (PR),
Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)
PV

There are no
recommendations to
provide new facilities at
the site.

PR

This site should be
protected as playing fields
in the Local Plan. The
Club’s mens and junior
teams play at the site.

E

The Club is progressing
with its plans to extend its
changing pavilion, which
would enable the club to
improve the quality of it’s
facilities and continue to
attract players.

PV

With the club taking part
in the All Stars Cricket
programme, junior
demand is likely to keep
growing in coming years
and therefore the
installation of a non-turf
wicket is recommended.

PR

This site should be
protected as playing fields
in the Local Plan. The site
is utilised by a local clubs’
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Site Name

Sub-area

No of
Pitches

Games Per
Season

Peak Time Analysis

Site
Comments
grass
wickets

Scruton
Cricket Club

Sessay
Cricket Club

Bedale

Thirsk

1

1

7-0

40-25

60-0

50-0

1

1

At
capacity

At
capacity
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4.5

3

This site is
currently
under
capacity for
grass
wickets

This site is
currently
over
capacity for
grass

Justification for Protection (PR),
Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)
mens and junior teams.
E

The practice nets and
wicket covers are of poor
quality and in need of
refurbishment or
replacement.

PV

There are no
recommendations to
provide new facilities at
the site.

PR

This site should be
protected as playing fields
in the Local Plan. The site
is utilised by Scruton
Cricket Club.

E

There are no
recommendations to
enhance facilities at the
site.

PV

There are no
recommendations to
provide new facilities at
the site.

PR

This site should be
protected as playing fields
in the Local Plan. The
Club’s mens, womens and
junior teams utilise this
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Site Name

Sub-area

No of
Pitches

Games Per
Season

Peak Time Analysis

Site
Comments

Justification for Protection (PR),
Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)

wickets

South
Kilvington
CC

Thirsk

1

29-0

30-0

At
capacity

1

Page 102 of 152

5

This site is
currently
under
capacity for
grass

site and it is the home
ground of a highly
successful village club.
E

The site is currently over
capacity and is looking to
increase the capacity of
the site and continue to
allow the club to grow.

PV

The site is 15 games per
season over capacity. It is
recommended that a nonturf wicket should be
installed to accommodate
junior demand, which is
likely to keep growing in
coming years with the
club taking part in the All
Stars Cricket programme.
The club is also looking to
purchase an adjacent field
and convert it into a
dedicated 3s/4s/Ladies
pitch to add capacity on
site.

PR

This site should be
protected as playing fields
in the Local Plan. The site
is utilised by South
Kilvington CC.
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Site Name

Stillington
Sports And
Social Club

Stokesley

Sub-area

Easingwold

Stokesley

No of
Pitches

1

1

Games Per
Season

20-10

30-20

65-0

80-0

Peak Time Analysis

At
capacity

0.5

1

0.5
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4

3

Site
Comments

Justification for Protection (PR),
Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)

wickets

E

The Cub is currently
fundraising with the aim of
installing electricity for
showers in the changing
pavilion.

PV

There are no
recommendations to
provide new facilities at
the site, with further
assessment required to
confirm if the existing
ancillary has suitable
room for new showers.

PR

This site should be
protected as playing fields
in the Local Plan. The site
is utilised by Stillington
CC.

E

There are no
recommendations to
enhance facilities at the
site.

PV

There are no
recommendations to
provide new facilities at
the site.

PR

This site should be
protected as playing fields

This site is
currently
under
capacity for
grass
wickets

This site is
currently
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Site Name

Sub-area

No of
Pitches

Games Per
Season

Peak Time Analysis

Sports Club

Thimbleby
Sports Field

Thirsk
Athletics
Bowls Club

Northallerton

Thirsk

1

1

13-0

22-32

30-0

85-0

0.5

1

At
capacity

1
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5

2.5

Site
Comments

Justification for Protection (PR),
Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)

under
capacity for
grass
wickets

in the Local Plan. The site
is utilised by a local team.

This site is
currently
under
capacity for
grass
wickets

This site is
currently
under
capacity for

E

There are no
recommendations to
enhance facilities at the
site.

PV

There are no
recommendations to
provide new facilities at
the site.

PR

This site should be
protected as playing fields
in the Local Plan. The site
is utilised by Thimbleby
CC.

E

There are no
recommendations to
enhance facilities at the
site.

PV

There are no
recommendations to
provide new facilities at
the site.

PR

This site should be
protected as playing fields
in the Local Plan. The site
is utilised by Thirsk CC.
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Site Name

ThorntonLe-Moor
Cricket Club

West
Tanfield
Cricket Club

Sub-area

Thirsk

Bedale

No of
Pitches

1

1

Games Per
Season

22-0

30-0

35-0

45-0

Peak Time Analysis

0.5

1

At
capacity

1
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4.5

4.5

Site
Comments

Justification for Protection (PR),
Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)

grass
wickets

E

There are no
recommendations to
enhance facilities at the
site.

PV

There are no
recommendations to
provide new facilities at
the site.

PR

This site should be
protected as playing fields
in the Local Plan. The site
is utilised by a ThorntonLe-Moor Cricket Club.

E

There are no
recommendations to
enhance facilities at the
site.

PV

There are no
recommendations to
provide new facilities at
the site.

PR

This site should be
protected as playing fields
in the Local Plan. The site
is utilised by West
Tanfield Cricket Club.

E

There are no
recommendations to

This site is
currently
under
capacity for
grass
wickets

This site is
currently
under
capacity for
grass
wickets
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Site Name

Sub-area

No of
Pitches

Games Per
Season

Peak Time Analysis

Site
Comments

Justification for Protection (PR),
Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)
enhance facilities at the
site.
PV

There are no
recommendations to
provide new facilities at
the site.

Disclaimer: if any cricket sites have been missed in the table above, this is due to an error and does not necessarily mean that they should not
be protected as sports provision.
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Cricket Summary
This section summarises the findings from the cricket analysis, which will form the basis
of the recommendation and action plan section for Hambleton.
Table 4.15 includes the response to 5 key questions, which are asked for all PPS studies
across the UK, in order to provide a standardised illustration of supply and demand for
sports provision.
Table 4.15 – Key PPS findings for cricket in Hambleton

Key Question

Analysis

What are the main
characteristics of
the current supply
and demand for
provision?

Cricket is a hugely popular sport in Hambleton, with a large amount
of supply and demand given the relative population. Due to the rural
nature of large parts of the District, there are a significant number of
local village facilities, used by local clubs. There are also a smaller
number of larger clubs, located throughout the market towns.

Is there enough
accessible and
secured
community use
provision to meet
current demand

There is enough accessible and secured provision to meet the
current demand for cricket, with only a handful of clubs being
identified as reaching their capacity for new players and members.

Is the provision
that is accessible
of sufficient quality
and appropriately
maintained?

Overall the quality of facilities is adequate, however there are a
handful of sites where it is recommended that support and
investment is required for future facility and pitch improvements.

What are the main
characteristics of
the future supply
and demand for
provision

There is a small amount of projected growth, generated through
increases in the population. 4 sites in the District have also
registered for All Stars Cricket, which is likely to increase the
demand for junior cricket over the lifetime of the strategy.

Is there enough
accessible and
secured
community use
provision to meet
future demand

There is enough supply to meet demand due to the quality and
quantity of cricket provision across the District. Investment is
required, however, to ensure that these facilities are fit for purpose
and meet the needs of local clubs and residents.
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Rugby Union
Introduction and Strategic Context
The Rugby Football Union (RFU) is the national governing body responsible for
grassroots and elite rugby in England, with the season operating from September to April.
The RFU published its Facility Strategy (2014) for the next four years7. The strategy
includes the following relevant objectives and priorities relevant to the PPS:
•
•

The core aims of the RFU are to create effective and efficient facilities,
management and governance along with community integration
Facility priorities include improving changing provision, natural turf
pitch quality, AGPs and floodlighting for both matches and training.
These affect commercial opportunities within community clubs

Consultation Overview
GENERAL OVERVIEW OF PARTICIPATION

The demand for rugby in the study area is satisfied by two clubs: Thrisk RUFC (10 teams)
and Northallerton RUFC (9 teams). While Northallerton RUFC own and manage their own
ground, Thirsk RUFC currently use a site that is privately owned and with unsecured
community use. Rugby participation is strong across the study area, with demand being
imported from neighbouring Richmondshire.
There are current plans to develop a multi sport facility at Sowerby Sports Village. This
project is supported by the FA and delivery is expected over the next 2-3 years. The site
will include a full sized 3G pitch as well as two full sized grass rugby pitches and facilities
for other sports. Further details and master plan can be found via the following link:
https://www.hambleton.gov.uk/info/20064/sport_and_physical_activity/249/sports_and_co
aching/4
The proposed developments at the Sowerby Sports Village are likely to provide Thirsk
RUFC with the high quality and secure facilities that they need to grow as a club.

Supply
There are six sites in Hambleton comprising rugby pitches and 4 of these sites are able to
accommodate community rugby usage; two of these sites are available for community
use and currently accommodate community rugby use. The ownership of rugby pitches
across the study area is shown in Table 5.1.

7

RFU National Facility Strategy (http://goo.gl/m6kqms: 2014)
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Table 5.1: Ownership of rugby pitches in Hambleton

Number of pitches

Ownership

Senior

Junior / Minis

Academy Trust

2

0

Club

2

3

Education

0

6

Local Authority

4

0

Private

1

0

Map 5.1 shows the geographic location of the rugby pitches across the study area and
illustrates that the current supply is predominately in the Northallerton and Thirsk Sub
Areas (two sites each). There are no rugby sites in the Easingwold Sub Area.
Map 5.1 – Rugby pitch audit in Hambleton
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Table 5.2 provides a breakdown of the rugby sites in Hambleton, the majority of which do
not have secured community use.
Table 5.2 – Rugby Site Breakdown of Security of Community Use

Playing Pitch Sites

Sub Area

Community
Use on Site

Secured
Community Use

Ownership

Bedale High School

Bedale

Available

Unsecured

Council

Northallerton College

Northallerton

Not available

Unsecured

Council

Northallerton RUFC*

Northallerton

Available

Secured

Club

Stokesley School

Stokesley

Available

Unsecured

Academy

Thirsk

Available

Unsecured

Private

Thirsk

Available

Unsecured

Council

Bedale

Available

Unsecured

Council

Thirsk Athletics Bowls
Club
Thirsk School & Sixth
Form College
Bedale High School
QUALITY ASSESSMENT

Each site was visited and assessed by 4 global using non-technical assessments as
determined by the RFU. The methodology for assessing rugby pitch quality analyses two
key elements; the maintenance programme and level of drainage.
Further detail on this process can be seen in the Technical Appendix C – Rugby Union
Analysis.
Each pitch is scored and classified in one of three categories. These represent actions
required to improve site quality. A breakdown for each of the two scoring elements and
three respective categories is provided in the following two tables.
Table 5.3 – Rugby pitch maintenance quality assessment specifications. Source: RFU PPS
Guidance

Category

Overall Quality Rating

MO

Action requires significant improvements to the maintenance programme

M1

Action requires minor improvements to the maintenance programme

M2

Action requires no improvements to the maintenance programme

Table 5.4 – Rugby pitch drainage quality assessment specifications. Source: RFU PPS
Guidance

Category

Overall Quality Rating

DO

Action on pipe draining system is needed on pitch

D1

Action on silt drainage system is needed on pitch

D2

No action is needed on pitch drainage

These scores are then combined to provide a match equivalent capacity, as calculated in
Table 5.5 below. Depending on the score of a site, a pitch is assigned a certain carrying
capacity which can then be used to calculate the overall capacity of a site.
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Table 5.5 – Match equivalent calculation for rugby pitches. Source: Appendices 4a to 4c –
Rugby Football Union8

Drainage

Maintenance
Poor (MO)

Standard (M1)

Good (M2)

Natural Inadequate (DO)

0.5

1.5

2

Natural Adequate (D1)

1.5

2

3

Pipe Drained (D2)

1.75

2.5

3.25

2

3

3.5

Pipe and Slit Drained (D3)

Table 5.6 summarises the quality assessment results for those sites currently used by the
community. Full details of the subsequent carrying capacity allocations of each site by
pitch type can be found in Technical Appendix C – Rugby Analysis.
Table 5.6 – Quality summary by pitch type

Maintenance

Drainage
Poor (M0)

Standard (M1)

Good (M2)

Natural Inadequate (D0)

0

0

0

Natural Adequate (D1)

6

0

0

Pipe Drained (D2)

3

0

0

Pipe and Slit Drained (D3)

0

0

0

Across all rugby pitches in the study area, the pitches at Stokesley (two senior pitches)
were given the poorest assessment score as they were deemed as having adequate
drainage but very poor maintenance.
The best quality pitches in the area are located in the Northallerton Sub Area, as all 3 of
the pitches (spread across two sites – Northallerton RUFC (2 senior pitches) and
Northallerton College (1 junior pitch)) are piped drained. This equates to a total carrying
capacity of 1.75 match equivalents per week on each pitch.

Demand
CURRENT DEMAND

Through the demand consultations with clubs, 2 clubs have been identified as playing in
Hambleton. Survey responses were received by both clubs and are shown in Table 5.7
below, with details on the team profiles.
Table 5.7 – Rugby club profiles for responding clubs. Source: PPS club consultations

No. of competitive teams
Club
Thirsk RUFC

8

Sub Area
Thirsk

Mens

Ladies

Jnr
(U13-17)

Mini
(U7-12)

Total

2

0

4

4

10

Sport England PPS Guidance – RFU Appendices (https://www.sportengland.org/)

Page 111 of 152

Hambleton District Council Playing Pitch Strategy

Club
Northallerton Rugby Club
Total

Sub Area
Northallerton

No. of competitive teams

Total

3

0

0

6

9

5

0

4

10

19

Both of the rugby clubs in the area were consulted with as part of the demand gathering
process, with the consultation providing the following findings.
Table 5.8: Summary of demand consultations from rugby clubs in Hambleton

Club

Consultation Summary
2 senior and 8 junior sides currently playing home fixtures at Thirsk Athletic
Sports and Social Club. Their Women’s team is no longer running, and they
also run U7 training and micro rugby for 2-6 year olds. The Athletic Sports
and Social Club own and maintain all pitches and the rugby club pays a fixed
fee per year for usage.

Thirsk
RUFC

The club identified major issues with parking provision on site, with the lack of
space cause blocked roads – they are currently in talks with the Council and
the highways agency over potential solutions to this problem.
They only have one floodlit grass pitch on site, which leads to issues when
training because of the amount of usage. A cricket pitch overlays part of the
rugby field, which means they can’t use rugby pitches over the summer for 7s
tournaments.
The club will be relocating to Sowerby Sports Village upon completion and
once the move is completed they will not use current site at all.
3 senior sides and a junior section with teams in every age group from U6s to
U12s. All matches and training take place at Brompton Lodge, with all junior
sides training for an hour on Sundays and playing occasional friendly
matches. Adults play on Saturdays (with the 3rd team playing friendly fixtures
on Sundays) and train for 4 weekly hours in total on Tuesdays and
Thursdays.

Northallerton
Rugby Club

They are currently looking to attract more senior players in order to create a
competitive 3rd team that can play in a league, and also continue to develop
the junior section, which has seen a steady increase of members over the last
few years
The club owns the facilities at their home ground, where they have no
immediate development plans but they are always looking at potential areas
for renovation (depending on financial resources) – possibly looking to extend
the clubhouse in the future.
The pitches are maintained by the club (hire a groundsman) and were
described as of high quality.

Further detail on the demand consultations and data collection can be seen in Technical
Appendix C – Rugby Analysis
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FUTURE DEMAND

In order to predict the future demand for rugby in Hambleton, a Team Generation Rate9
has been calculated using the current number of teams and the current population. This
measure allows us to calculate what size of population (for various age groups) will
typically cause enough demand for a rugby team.
This Team Generation Rate can now be applied to the population projections for the
study area to confirm how population growth or reduction will affect the demand for teams
in each of the key age groups. This population projection data has been provided by the
Council and aligns to the Hambleton District Council core strategy.
It should be noted that population projections for each sub-area are not available in the
detail required to complete the calculation at a local level. We have therefore utilised the
projected growth factor for the study area as a whole and applied this to each of the sub
areas in turn.
There are no rugby facilities in the Easingwold Sub Area and therefore calculating TGRs
for this area is not possible.
Table 5.9 shows the TGR calculations for rugby teams in Hambleton. Based on future
population projections a total of 0.2 additional rugby teams will be generated by 2035.
Table 5.9 – Future demand projections for rugby teams in Hambleton

Hambleton TGR Analysis
Current
popn.
Within
age
group

No.
Of
teams

TGR
(Teams
generated
by 1000
people)

Future
population
(2035)
within age
group

Predicted
future
number
of teams

Additional
teams
required

Mini/Midi (6-12)
- Mixed

4,764

10.0

2.1

4,840

10.2

0.2

Junior Rugby –
Male (13-17)

2,393

4.0

1.7

2,461

4.1

0.1

Senior Rugby –
Male (18-45)

12,945

5.0

0.4

12,677

4.9

-0.1

Total Projected Additional Demand (Teams)

0.2

There are 2 rugby clubs based in the Hambleton area totalling 19 teams. Table 5.9
illustrates that the number of projected demand for rugby teams in Hambleton is likely to
stay consistent due to the minor increase of population in the mini and junior age groups
and the slight decrease in the adult age group

9 The Team Generation Rate calculation uses the current number of teams and the current
population to calculate a proxy measure of the number of total residents per relevant sports team.
This measure is therefore applied to the projected population (depending on the length of the
strategy) to predict how many additional teams will be required in order to satisfy the demand from
the ‘new’ population.
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There are currently no female rugby teams playing in Hambleton and therefore TGR for
these team types is not possible. However, Thirsk RUFC has expressed a desire to reintroduce in coming years the female side that they have recently lost
It is important to note that this calculation assumes that clubs, the Council and the RFU
do not improve their marketing or participation schemes over the period and are therefore
no more successful than they are now in attracting new players to participate in rugby in
in the study area. In reality, it is expected that there will be improved channels of digital
communication and improved maintenance technology, as well as higher quality ancillary
provision. The output of this will be a higher quality and an improved ability to generate
demand and convert it into participation.

Supply and Demand Balance
To calculate whether there is any spare capacity at rugby sites in Hambleton, Table 5.13
shows the supply and demand figures across the four sites that are available for
community rugby use – three sites of which currently have community use.
To assess the availability of rugby facilities at peak times, it has been assumed that the
period of highest demand for rugby matches is on a Saturday afternoon for adults and
Sunday morning or afternoon for juniors. It is also assumed that juniors do not train on
match pitches and adult teams have been allocated 1 hour of demand during mid-week
peak periods. The supply and demand analysis below shows that there is no spare
capacity for further demand at Thirsk Athletics Bowls Club and Northallerton RUFC.
Table 5.13 – Supply and Demand Balance by Club

Site Name

Thirsk
Athletics
Bowls Club

Sub Area

Pitch
type

Quantity

Supply
(Capaci
ty)

Demand
(matches +
training in
match
equivalents)
SN
R

JNR

Balance
(Supply
minus
demand)

Thirsk

Snr

1

1.5

2.5

3.5

-4.5

Northallerton
RUFC

Northallert
on

Snr

2

3.5

3

5

-4.5

Stokesley
School

Stokesley

Snr

2

3

0

0

3

Thirsk
School &
Sixth Form
College

Thirsk

Jnr

2

3

0

0

3

Bedale High
School

Bedale

Jnr

1

1.5

0

0

1.5

Snr

5

12.5

5.5

8.5

-1.5

Jnr

3

Total

Page 114 of 152

Hambleton District Council Playing Pitch Strategy

As shown in Table 5.13, both sites that are currently used for rugby are over-capacity –
currently overplayed by 1.5 matches/training match equivalents per week.
Although there is one site that is council-owned and not available for community rugby
use, this has not been taken into consideration for the overall balance of rugby in the
study area. This is influenced by the RFU national strategy to focus on the provision at
purpose built club sites. The RFU believe that this provides a more enjoyable rugby
experience and is more likely to assist in retaining players across all age groups.
It should be noted that following consultation with the RFU, it was identified that a small
amount of matchplay demand is being satisfied by Stokesley and Thirsk School, however
this data was not supported by the club consultations undertaken as part of the PPS.

Floodlit Training Capacity Analysis
Due to the nature of the sport, Rugby clubs typically utilise grass pitches for match play
on both Saturday and Sunday. In addition, many clubs utilise floodlit areas during the
week for training, with these areas either being dedicated training areas or match pitches
that are equipped with floodlights. Table 5.14 below provides a further understanding on
floodlit training capacity across sites used by rugby clubs in Hambleton.
Table 5.14: Floodlit Training Capacity Analysis

Site Name

Pitch type

No. of
floodlit
pitches

Supply
(Capacity)

Demand
(matches +
training in
match
equivalents)
SNR

JNR

Balance
(Supply
minus
demand)

Thirsk
Athletics
Bowls Club

Senior
Rugby
Union

1

2

2

0

0

Northallerton
RUFC

Senior
Rugby
Union

1

2

2

1.5

-1.5

•
•
•

•

Table 5.14 identifies a need for additional floodlit provision in Hambleton
Analysis for Northallerton RUFC is based on the assumption that all teams
(senior an junior) train on the floodlit pitch on weekday evenings.
Demand at Thirsk Athletics Bowls Club only includes senior training from
Thirsk RUFC, as the club have stated that their junior teams train on
Sunday mornings.
Thirsk RUFC will be relocated to the proposed Sowerby Sorts Village on
completion of this project. The site will include 1 floodlit senior rugby pitch
and therefore training balance will remain consistent. However, the club are
expected to obtain access to the new AGP on site for training purposes.
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Scenario Testing
The following section contains the summary capacity analysis for rugby in Hambleton, as
well as for a number of relevant scenarios, as requested by the RFU and the Sport
England 2013 Playing Pitch Guidance. The scenario testing has divided into the five sub
areas and are displayed below, however there are no rugby facilities in the Easingwold
Sub Area and therefore testing has not been provided.
Table 5.15: Overall rugby figures for Hambleton

Senior Rugby
Union

Junior Rugby
Union

Total

8

1.5

9.5

Demand – match equivalents for
matches and training

5.5

8.5

14

Current Balance for all available sites
only

2.5

-7

-4.5

Current Balance for secured sites only

-2

-8.5

-10.5

Future additional latent demand

2

1

3

Future additional demand (from TGR)

-0.1

0.3

0.2

Future balance for all available

0.6

-8.3

-7.7

Balance per Pitch Type
Supply – pitch capacity in match
equivalents (For available sites only)

Table 5.15 identifies the following key findings:
•

•

•
•

When all pitches are counted in the balance, not just those used
within formal rugby clubs. Hambleton has an increased capacity of 4.5
match equivalents, up to a 9.5 total.
When the junior demand that is not being met by junior rugby pitches,
this is added to senior pitches, then a deficit of -4.5 match equivalents
occurs for across the study area for all available sites.
This indicating that even with the additional capacity, Hambleton is still
under supplied in terms of pitch provision.
When the additional latent demand is added to the TGR, this equates
to an increased under supply of -7.7 match equivalents.

Table 5.16: Bedale Sub Area - Summary capacity analysis and scenarios for rugby

Senior Rugby
Union

Junior Rugby
Union

Total

Supply – pitch capacity in match
equivalents (For available sites only)

0

1.5

1.5

Demand – match equivalents for
matches and training

0

0

0

Current Balance for all available sites
only

0

1.5

1.5

Current Balance for secured sites only

0

0

0

Future additional latent demand

0

0

0

Balance per Pitch Type
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Future additional demand (from TGR)

0

0

0

Future balance for all available

0

1.5

1.5

Table 5.16 identifies the following key findings:
•
•

•
•
•
•

All pitches within Bedale are located at Bedale High School.
When all pitches are counted in the balance, rather than just those
used by formal rugby clubs, Bedale is shown to have additional
capacity of 1.5 match equivalents.
All of the capacity is coming from junior rugby union provision (Bedale
High School)
There is no junior demand for rugby in Bedale, although Bedale High
School is available for community use, it is currently unused.
This current supply is met by no demand in the area, which is leading
to the additional capacity.
Even though all sites are available for community use, they do not
have any long-term security of use.

Table 5.17: Northallerton Sub Area - Summary capacity analysis and scenarios for rugby

Senior Rugby
Union

Junior Rugby
Union

Total

3.5

0

3.5

3

5

8

Current Balance for all available sites
only

+0.5

-5

-4.5

Current Balance for secured sites only

+0.5

-5

-4.5

Future additional latent demand

1*

0.5*

1.5

Future additional demand (from TGR)

0

0

0

-0.5

-5.5

-6

Balance per Pitch Type
Supply – pitch capacity in match
equivalents (For available sites only)
Demand – match equivalents for matches
and training

Future balance for all available sites
*Information obtained from club consultations

Table 5.17 identifies the following key findings:
•
•
•
•

Only the pitches at Northallerton RUFC are available to the
community and are used by the community.
Northallerton has no junior pitches, meaning all demand is placed
onto senior pitches
Northallerton is shown to be severely undersupplied for rugby pitches,
currently at -4.5 match equivalents.
With incorporating the future projected increase in demand of 1 adult,
and 0.5 junior teams, this further increases the deficit in supply to -6
match equivalents.
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•

To meet this projected increase in demand, there would need to be an
additional 2 pitches with artificial drainage and are well maintained, or
3 natural drainage pitches, with a standard maintenance regime.

Table 5.18: Stokesley Sub Area - Summary capacity analysis and scenarios for rugby

Senior Rugby
Union

Junior Rugby
Union

Total

Supply – pitch capacity in match
equivalents (For available sites only)

3

0

3

Demand – match equivalents for matches
and training

0

0

0

Current Balance for all available sites
only

3

0

3

Current Balance for secured sites only

0

0

0

Future additional latent demand

0

0

0

Future additional demand (from TGR)

0

0

0

Future balance for all available

3

0

3

Balance per Pitch Type

Table 5.18 identifies the following key findings:
•
•
•

All pitches in Stokesley are located at Stokesley School.
All pitches in Stokesley are available to the community. Of those
available pitches, there is currently no demand in the sub-area.
Using the latent demand and TGR there is projected to be zero
increase in teams, therefore demand is projected to be met in the
future.

Table 5.19: Thirsk Sub Area - Summary capacity analysis and scenarios for rugby

Senior Rugby
Union

Junior Rugby
Union

Total

Supply – pitch capacity in match
equivalents (For available sites only)

1.5

3

4.5

Demand – match equivalents for matches
and training

2.5

3.5

6

Current Balance for all available sites
only

-1

-0.5

-1.5

Current Balance for secured sites only

-2.5

-3.5

-6

Future supply (Including Sowerby
Scenario)

6

0

6

Future additional latent demand

1*

0.5*

1.5

Future additional demand (from TGR)

0

0

0

Future balance for all available

4

-1

3

Balance per Pitch Type

*Information obtained from club consultations

Table 5.19 identifies the following key findings:
•

There is a current deficit for both Senior and Junior Rugby in Thirsk
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•

•

•

•

There is projected to be an increase of 1 senior team, and 0.5 junior
teams. Which will further put pressure on the deficit in supply,
increasing the future projected deficit to -3 match equivalents
The future supply scenario in Table 5.17 includes the proposed pitch
supply at the Sowerby Sports Village. This is assumed to be 2 good
quality adult pitches with pipe drainage and good quality maintenance
(3 match equivalent carrying capacity)
This scenario indicates that with the additional provision, the club will
have adequate supply for their level of demand, as well as a floodlit
training capability
Notwithstanding these findings, it is recommended that the rugby club
are provided with access to the proposed 3G AGP for training
purposes, to reduce wear and tear on the floodlit pitch during periods
of poor weather.

The key output of the supply and demand analysis is that action is required to ensure that
rugby can be provided in the study area and that the rugby clubs are able to satisfy the
demand from both juniors and senior teams. The site-by-site action plan will define the
key steps that should be undertaken to improve the overall picture of provision and pitch
stock.
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Strategic Sites for Protection, Enhancement and Provision
As shown above, it is recommended that all sites that currently provide rugby for the community area are protected as they have greater demand
than supply and are all popular clubs that appeal to a range of player types
With this recommendation of protection in mind, Table 5.20 provides further recommendations on potential areas of enhancement for each of the
rugby sites that are available for community use.
Table 5.20 – Rugby sites for enhancement in Hambleton

Site Name

Northallerton
RUFC

Sub Area

Northallerton

Total No.
of Pitches
(all sizes)

2 x Senior
Rugby

Ownership

Club

Pitch
Quality

2x
M0/D2

Capacity for
community use
(match
equivalents)

-4.5 match
equivalents
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Spare
Capacity
at Peak
Demand

Justification for Protection (PR),
Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV)

PR

This site should be protected as playing
pitches in the local plan. This is a key site used
by Northallerton RUFC, with 9 teams playing
out of the site. The club is projecting an
increase in teams for the future.

E

The club house is fit-for-purpose for the current
needs of the club however the club is
continuously looking to improve and a
refurbished club-house should be considered
in the medium to long term.

0
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Thirsk
Athletics
Bowls Club

Thirsk

1 x Adult
Rugby

Private

D1/M0

-4.5

0

PV

The club has a very strong junior section,
which provides the most demand on the site.
The site is working at a large deficit and is at
capacity during peak times, meaning there
would be a need to increase the number of
pitches on the site. There is potentially space
on the site to provide an additional junior rugby
pitch, this space would unlikely have enough to
host an adult rugby pitch. It would also benefit
the club to have access to a WR22 3G AGP for
training and match play purposes during
periods of poor weather.

PR

Thirsk RUFC and the RFU are currently in
consultation with the Council and key
stakeholders over a relocation to the Sowerby
Sports Village. If this were to go ahead, the
pitches at the Thirsk Athletic Bowls Club site
would not be required and should therefore be
re-designated as open space or for alternative
physical activity,

E
PV

Bedale High
School

Bedale

1 x Junior
Rugby

Local
Authority

D1/M0

1.5
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1.5

PR

This site should be protected as Playing Fields
in the Local Plan. The school is currently
servicing the needs of students well, however
the rugby pitches are currently unused by the
community.

E

Explore options of improving the current
changing room facilities, as if there were to be
increased community use, the current provision
will need to be improved.

PV

No further provision has been identified as
being required as part of this study
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Northallerton
College

Stokesley
School

Thirsk School
& Sixth Form
College

Northallerton

Stokesley

Thirsk

1 x Junior
Rugby

1 x Junior
Rugby

2 x Junior
Rugby

Local
Authority

Academy
Trust

Local
Authority

D2/M0

D1/M0

D1/M0

N/A

3

N/A

N/A

PR

This site should be protected as Playing Fields
in the Local Plan. The school is currently
servicing the needs of students, however
pitches are not available for community use.

E

Explore the options of improving the current
drainage, as school highlighted issues of poor
drainage.

PV

No further provision has been identified as
being required as part of this study

PR

This site should be protected as Playing Fields
in the Local Plan. This is an education site that
is used on an ad-hoc basis by NRUFC. A
formal community use agreement would
benefit both parties and should be pursued.

E

No further enhancement has been identified as
being required as part of this study

PV

No further provision has been identified as
being required as part of this study

PR

This site should be protected as Playing Fields
in the Local Plan. The school is currently
servicing the needs of students however the
rugby pitches are not available for community
use.

E

Explore the options to prevent informal usage
on the site, potentially through fencing
surrounding the field.

PV

No further provision has been identified as
being required as part of this study

3

N/A

Disclaimer: if any rugby sites have been missed in the table above, this is due to an error and does not necessarily mean that they should not
be protected as sports provision.
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Rugby Summary
This section summarises the findings from the rugby analysis, which will form the basis of
the recommendation and action plan section for Hambleton.
Table 5.21 includes the response to 5 key questions, which are asked for all PPS studies
across the UK, in order to provide a standardised illustration of supply and demand for
sports provision.
Table 5.21 – Key PPS findings for rugby in Hambleton

Key Question

Analysis

What are the main
characteristics of
the current supply
and demand for
provision?

There are two clubs that service the demand for rugby in the study
area. While the facilities at Northallerton RUFC are fit for purpose,
there is a shortfall of grass pitch capacity at the site. The lack of
security at Thirsk RUFC is likely to be addressed by the Sowerby
Sports Village re-location, however access to a 3G facility is
advised

Is there enough
accessible and
secured
community use
provision to meet
current demand

There is a significant deficit for secured and accessible rugby
provision across the District, with two sub areas showing an
undersupply of available and secured grass pitches. The
completion of the sports villages in Sowerby and Northallerton will
contribute to alleviating this deficit and address this issue.

Is the provision
that is accessible
of sufficient quality
and appropriately
maintained?

The pitches at NRUFC are well-drained and the club maintains
them to a good standard. The pitch at Thirsk Athletics Bowls Club is
poor however the site is soon to be removed from use.

What are the main
characteristics of
the future supply
and demand for
provision

Rugby demand in Hambleton is not projected to increase
significantly during the lifetime of the study, however if the clubs are
successful in developing their facilities, this may lead to increased
participation.

Is there enough
accessible and
secured
community use
provision to meet
future demand

With the assumed re-location for Thirsk RUFC, there remains a
shortfall of secured grass pitch provision for future levels of
demand.
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Hockey
Introduction and Strategic Context
In order to understand the overall objectives and priorities of the England Hockey Board
(EHB), an analysis of key recent strategies and documentation has been undertaken and
summarised below.
THE NATIONAL HOCKEY FACILITY STRATEGY – THE RIGHT FACILITIES IN THE RIGHT
PLACES (2012).

Vision: For every hockey player in England to have appropriate and
sustainable facilities that provide excellent experiences for players.
Mission: More, Better, Happier players with access to appropriate and
sustainable facilities
The club market for hockey is well structured and clubs are required to affiliate to England
Hockey to play in community leagues. As a result, only a few occasional teams lie outside
of the EH affiliation structure. Schools and Universities are the other two areas where
significant hockey is played.
The EHB has the ambition of growing participation by 10,000 adults and 32,500 children.
To enable this, the following three objectives have been highlighted;
•

•

•

PROTECT: To conserve the existing hockey provision. EH currently
has over 800 pitches that are used by hockey clubs (club, school,
universities). We need to retain the current provision where
appropriate to ensure that hockey is maintained across the country
IMPROVE: To improve the existing facilities stock (physically and
administratively). The current facilities stock is ageing and there needs
to be strategic investment into refurbishing the pitches and ancillary
facilities. There needs to more support for clubs to obtain better
agreements with facilities providers & education around owning an
asset.
DEVELOP: To strategically build new hockey facilities where there is
an identified need and ability to deliver and maintain. This might
include consolidation hockey provision in a local area where
appropriate. Research has identified key areas across the country
where there is a lack of suitable Hockey provision and there is a need
for additional pitches. There is an identified demand for multi pitches
in the right places to consolidate hockey and allow clubs to have all of
their provision catered at one site.
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Consultation Overview
Table 6.1 contains a summary of the consultations undertaken with two hockey clubs,
focusing on their key issues and future plans. All pitch-rating comments are the opinions
of the club and may differ from the impartial rating given by the site assessor.
Table 6.1: Summary of demand consultations from hockey clubs in Hambleton

Club

Consultation Summary
With 270+ members, the club currently has 3 men’s and 3 ladies (added
one in the last year) sides, and an U14s development team, with no
immediate aspirations to increase the number of teams.

Thirsk
Hockey Club

All teams play and train at Thirsk AGP, where they book the facility
weekly for a total of 8 hours for matches and 11 for training. They have
rated the quality of the pitch as good, but with some evidence of
inappropriate use (dug outs were purchased by the club but have been
damaged by footballs being kicked at them). The facility was also rated
as good, but the club have stated that they would like to lay a training
area and build a club house next to the current astro, although funding
has not been secured for this.
A current total of 140 members and 11 teams, with a growing junior
section (boys and girls) that has seen an increase in numbers in recent
years. The club is based in Northallerton and only use Thirsk Astroturf
pitch for their 2 senior sides’ competitive fixtures. All training takes place
at Allertonshire School (3G) and all junior sides play in the YYHL and
use a number of different locations across Yorkshire. The club has
aspirations to add at least two more senior teams in coming seasons,
which could possibly play at Thirsk depending on availability.

Northallerton
Hockey Club

On consultation, they stated that a suitable hockey pitch is desperately
needed in the Northallerton in order to allow the club any further growth:
“All our senior players have to travel (11miles) to play our home games,
our preferred option would be a full-sized sand base pitch in
Northallerton. Currently we only have a 3/4 3G multi use pitch to train on
which is not recommended by England Hockey. Since the change to 3G
at Allertonshire School it has stifled the development of players. Our
Club is unable to grow due to the playing surface and limited training
access time. if a decision was made to move all training to Thirsk AGP
we would lose a lot of our juniors due to the travel time /cost.”
They have rated the facilities at Thirsk as standard, with the playing
surface suffering from moss/lichen and changing rooms in poor state.

Supply
Hambleton has two competitive hockey clubs that use hockey facilities within the District;
Thirsk HC and Northallerton HC. Northallerton HC only use the facility at Thirsk Astroturf
for competitive adult fixtures, with their junior teams utilising facilities outside the study
area.
All club play within Hambleton is accommodated at Thirsk Astroturf pitch due to this being
the only AGP available in the area that is suitable for hockey.
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Table 6.2 below details the availability of AGPs at sites where they are utilised for hockey
club use. This has been presented in the form of match slots (2 hours AGP use).
Although mid-week demand is mainly for training purposes, some matches may take
place and therefore in the demand section of this paper, training has been converted to
match slots to allow for consistent measures.
This table includes only those facilities that are currently available for community use and
are of a suitable size for competitive hockey to be played.
Table 6.2 – Quantity overview for sand-based AGP’s in Hambleton

Site name

Sub Area

Weekday
peak hours
available

Saturday
match slots
available

Sunday
match slots
available

Thirsk

20

5

5

Thirsk Astroturf Pitch
TENURE AND MANAGEMENT

Thirsk Astroturf Pitch is the only hockey site in Hambleton and it is owned and managed
by the Local Authority.

Demand
CURRENT DEMAND

There are two hockey clubs using hockey facilities in Hambleton, which play a range of
competitive hockey and recreational hockey through junior and adult teams.
The team profile and demand for pitches in the study area is summarised in Table 6.3
and 6.4 below.
Table 6.3 – Team profile for Hockey in Hambleton

Adult Teams
Club Name
Thirsk Hockey
Club
Northallerton
Hockey Club

Sub Area

Juniors

Total

-

1

7

-

9

11

Senior Men

Senior
Women

Mixed

Thirsk

3

3

Northallerton

0

2

The table below highlights how the profile of hockey teams across Hambleton creates
demand for AGP match and training hours throughout the week. Senior teams train
midweek however some junior teams/development centres may train on weekends. It is
important to understand that this will impact on capacity analysis when considered with
the competitive match slots required above.
Table 6.4 – Match demand for hockey in Hambleton

Number of teams

Weekday

Saturday

Sunday

Competitive Hours Required

Senior teams (16-65)

8

0

8

0

Junior teams (11-15)

1

0

1

0
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Number of teams

Training Hours Required

Senior teams (16-65)

6

10

0

0

Junior teams (11-15)

1

1

0

0

FUTURE DEMAND

In order to calculate the future demand for Hockey in the study area, a Team Generation
Rate10 has been calculated using the current number of teams and the current
population. This measure allows us to calculate what size of population (for various age
groups) will typically cause enough demand for a hockey team.
This Team Generation Rate can now be applied to the population projections for the
study area to confirm how population growth or reduction will affect the demand for teams
in each of the key age groups. This population projection data has been provided by the
Council and aligns to their core strategy.
Table 6.5 – Future demand projections for hockey teams in Hambleton

Hambleton TGR Analysis
Current
popn.
Within
age
group

Current
no. Of
teams

TGR

Estimated
future
population

Predicted
future
number
of teams

Additional
provision
needed to
accommodate
new teams

Adult – M (1645)

13,902

3.0

0.2

15,422

3.3

0.3

Adult – F (1645)

13,348

5.0

0.4

14,750

5.5

0.5

Junior hockey
– boys

2,392

5.0

2.1

2,758

5.8

0.8

Junior hockey
– girls

2,297

5.0

2.2

2,604

5.7

0.7

35,535

20.3

2.3

Age group

Total

18.0

The TGR calculation shows that there will be an estimated 2 additional teams in the area
with the growth relatively evenly split between the genders. The largest growth will be in
the junior teams with 1.5 of the 2 additional teams expected to be in this category.
The detailed analysis of Team Generation Rates can be seen in Technical Appendix J –
Hambleton PPS TGR Calculations.

10 The Team Generation Rate calculation uses the current number of teams and the current
population to calculate a proxy measure of the number of total residents per relevant sports team.
This measure is therefore applied to the projected population (depending on the length of the
strategy) to predict how many additional teams will be required in order to satisfy the demand from
the ‘new’ population.
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It is important to note that this calculation assumes that clubs, the Council and England
Hockey do not improve their marketing or participation schemes over the period and are
therefore no more successful than they are now in attracting new players to participate in
hockey in Hambleton. In reality, it is expected that there will be improved channels of
digital communication and improved maintenance technology, as well as higher quality
ancillary provision. The output of this will be a higher quality and an improved ability to
generate demand and convert it into participation.

Supply and Demand Balance
To calculate whether there is any spare capacity at hockey sites in the study area, Table
6.7 shows the supply and demand figures for the single site that is used for community
use hockey. The table below provides capacity analysis for all hockey club AGPs in
Hambleton. This table contains demand (in hours) from competitive matches as well as
training required by local clubs (including Football training).
In order to assess the availability of hockey facilities at peak times, it has been assumed
that the period of highest demand for hockey matches is on a Saturday. Table 6.7 below
shows that Thirsk Astroturf is almost at capacity during the peak period.
Table 6.7 – Supply and demand balance for hockey in Hambleton

Demand (Hours
required – for training
and matches)

Supply (Hours)
Site name

Thirsk
Astroturf
Pitch

Sub Area

Thirsk

Balance (Hours)

Weekday

Sat

Sun

Weekday

Sat

Sun

Weekday

Sat

Sun

20

10

10

9 (+4
football
training)

9

0

7

1

10

Table 6.7 illustrates that although there is an overall over-supply of hockey provision in
Hambleton, the only hockey suitable pitch in the area is almost at capacity on Saturdays,
when the majority of fixtures are played.
SUPPLY AND DEMAND BALANCE – SPATIAL ANALYSIS

Map 6.1 overleaf provides a spatial analysis of full size sand based AGP’s in the study
area in order to assess whether the current provision of ‘strategic’ hockey facilities meet
the needs of the local residents. These maps also include full size AGP’s from
neighbouring local authorities, as there is a significant potential export of demand if the
facilities in neighbouring local authorities are an attractive offer for residents. The
coloured areas show the unique catchment area of each of the AGP’s, which indicates
the closest AGP, within 20-minute drive time, for local residents.
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Map 6.1 – Spatial analysis and cross –boundary demand for sand-based AGP’s in
Hambleton, all AGP data from Active Places Power (Sport England)

Map 6.1 illustrates that the south east part of the Stokesley sub-area is not serviced
(within 20-minute drive time) by a full sized sand-based AGP.
Map 6.1 also shows that the Bedale and Northallerton sub-areas are only partially
serviced by the AGP at Thirsk Astroturf, while Easingwold is mainly serviced by facilities
in neighbouring local authorities.
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Capacity Analysis and Scenario Testing
The following section contains the summary capacity analysis for hockey in Hambleton,
as well as for a number of relevant summaries, as requested by England Hockey and the
Sport England 2013 Playing Pitch Guidance.
Table 6.8: Hambleton - Summary capacity analysis and scenarios for hockey

Weekday
(hrs)

Saturday
(hrs)

Sunday
(Hrs)

Total

Supply – pitch capacity in
match equivalents (For
available sites only)

20

10

10

40

Demand – match equivalents
for matches and training

11

9

0

20

Current Balance for all
available sites only

9

1

10

20

Future additional latent
demand***

2*

2**

-

4

Future additional demand
(from TGR)

2*

2**

-

4

Balance per Pitch Type

Future balance for all
5
-3
10
12
available, secured sites
*Calculation based on assumption of approximately 1 midweek training hour per team
**Based on new teams requiring c.2hr match slots every fortnight (due to playing home
and away fixtures in a structured league)
***Information obtained from club consultations (Northallerton HC stated that they have
aspirations to add a Senior Mens and a Senior Womens side in coming years)

Table 6.8 illustrates a number of key findings for Hockey in Hambleton:
•
•
•
•

This is the only hockey site in Hambleton, which is based on an
educational site, therefore limiting access during school hours.
Although the above table evidences excess supply, the club have
highlighted their desires to lay an additional training area on the site.
Northallerton hockey club have been using 3G surfaces for training,
due to limited access to an appropriate site
Thirsk Hockey Club (main users) rated the pitch as good, whereas
Northallerton Hockey Club rated the pitch as Standard.

The site-by-site action plan will define the key steps that should be undertaken to improve
the overall picture of provision and pitch stock.

Page 130 of 152

Hambleton District Council Playing Pitch Strategy

Strategic sites for Protection, Enhancement and Provision
Table 6.11 provides a justification for how the single Hockey site should be Protected, Enhanced or Protected.
Table 6.11 – Site by Site Analysis for Hockey

Site
Name

Total No.
of
Pitches
(all
sizes)

Ownership

Pitch
assessment
score

Capacity for
community
use (match
equivalents)

Current
Operational
Balance

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or
Provision (PV)

PR

This site should be protected in the Local Plan. It is
used by Thirsk HC for matches and training and
Northallerton HC for competitive adult fixtures. The
AGP is based within the Thirsk School grounds and
there is an agreement in place for students to
access it on weekdays from 9am to 5pm.

E

The pitch has recently been resurfaced and was
identified as of good quality during the site
assessment. However, there is evidence of surface
and equipment damage at the site, which require
refurbishment. This is caused by informal use of the
pitch; enhanced security of the site should be
introduced in order to prevent improper use of
facilities.

PV

No further required provision has been identified as
part of the study.

40 hours
Thirsk
Astroturf
Pitch

1x
100x60
Sand
Dressed
AGP

Council

85 – Good

20 Weekday

12 hrs

10 Saturday
10 Sunday

Disclaimer: if any hockey sites have been missed in the table above, this is due to an error and does not necessarily mean that they should not
be protected as sports provision.
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Hockey Summary
This section summarises the findings from the hockey analysis, which will form the basis
of the recommendation and action plan section for Hambleton.
Table 6.12 includes the response to 5 key questions, which are asked for all PPS studies
across the UK, in order to provide a standardised illustration of supply and demand for
sports provision.
Table 6.12 – Key PPS findings for hockey in Hambleton

Key Question

Analysis

What are the main
characteristics of
the current supply
and demand for
provision?

There is one sand-based AGP that is suitable for competitive
hockey in Hambleton. This is used for match play by both
Northallerton and Thirsk hockey club. Northallerton also use a 3G
facility for training.

Is there enough
accessible and
secured community
use provision to
meet current
demand

There is enough supply for the current level of training and match
play demand.

Is the provision that
is accessible of
sufficient quality
and appropriately
maintained?

Northallerton HC have highlighted the issue of accessibility to high
quality sand-based provision, citing the 11 miles that are required
for the majority of their players to travel for home matches. The
quality of the Thirsk school facility is satisfactory but requiring
improvement if the facility is to continue to be used by both clubs.

What are the main
characteristics of
the future supply
and demand for
provision

Demand for hockey is projected to increase, based on club
consultations.

Is there enough
accessible and
secured community
use provision to
meet future
demand

If demand was to increase, there would be a shortage of supply of
fit-for-purpose sand-based facilities in the study area. Given the
lack of hockey clubs in the study area, there is unlikely to be
enough hockey demand to solely satisfy the requirements for 2
sand-based match play facilities, however it is possible to
supplement this with alternative use or physical activity.
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Recommendations and Action Plan
Delivering the Action Plan
To facilitate the development of sport and physical activity across Hambleton, it is
advised that the Steering Group, set up as part of the Playing Pitch Strategy project,
continues to work together to deliver the recommendations defined as part of this
strategy.
Through a detailed supply and demand analysis of the 4 sports included in the scope of
the strategy, as well as stakeholder consultations across the study area, an action plan
has been created, which will guide the steering group in their delivery of sports provision
and facility decisions over the next 10 years.
This section provides a detailed action plan, broken down by site with clear owners,
timescales and expected resources. This is shown overleaf in Table 7.1.
In addition to funding by the Council, the table identifies potential sources of external
funding. It should be noted that funding for the actions below could come from one, or a
combination, of funding sources shown below. This is not an exhaustive list and could be
extended to other sources, depending on availability.
•
•
•

CIL Monies
Section 106 funding
Community Grants Schemes

The Action Plan does not identify all those clubs that may be partners or provide
resources in relation to its delivery. It is assumed that where clubs have a long-standing
interest in a specific site that they will be a partner in delivering the actions and contribute
financially or in-kind where appropriate.
The Action Plan does not identify Hambleton District Council as a key resource either in
terms of officer time or finance, except for those sites owned and/or managed by the
Council. However, the Council has an interest in all those projects delivered within the
local authority area and may contribute towards them either financially or in-kind, as
appropriate and subject to available resources.

Overall Recommendations
The following high level recommendations for the study area are summarised below;
1. Increase the provision of 3G AGP provision across the study area,
with the development of at least 3 full size pitches, but ideally 4,
located in the Easingwold, Thirsk and Stokesley sub-areas, with an
additional facility in Northallerton (currently being address with the
facility development plans at Easingwold School, Stokesley FC,
Sowerby Sports Village and Northallerton Sports Village)
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2. Continue to invest in the grass football pitches across the study area,
to improve the quality and reduce the amount of cancelled games
during periods of poor weather
3. Address the football pitch capacity issues at periods of peak demand
by supporting major clubs in the development of their home grounds,
such as the Bedale FC land acquisition
4. With regards to cricket, continue to work with the major clubs to
refurbish and improve their ancillary facilities, to ensure that clubs can
be more financially sustainable in the long term
5. Utilise the funding opportunities and strategic direction provided by
the ECB Cricket Unleashed strategy to provide fit for purpose facilities
and programmes across the study area. Work with the ECB to target
inactive participants and engage them with Cricket, while tracking the
data and demonstrating the return on any investment
6. Support the re-location of Thirsk RUFC as part of the Sowerby Sports
Village project, to provide them with long term security, improved
training opportunities and high quality grass pitch provision
7. With the support of the RFU and in conjunction with the FA, ensure
that both rugby clubs have access to new 3G AGP provision for
training, to reduce the wear and tear of rugby grass pitches and to
address the ongoing shortage of rugby provision in the study area
8. For Hockey facilities, work with Thirsk School to improve the sandbased AGP and, in line with the Sowerby Sports Village Project, look
to relocate and accommodate all football demand, where possible,
onto the new 3G facilities. Following this, ensure that the two hockey
clubs have suitably prioritised access to the facility
9. Undertake further consultation with Northallerton Hockey Club to
confirm if the demand is available to meet the requirements for a new
sand-based facility in Northallerton
10. As part of the North Northallerton Sports Village development, and
following an assessment that identifies demand, work with England
Hockey to resurface the existing 3G facility as a full sized sand-based
facilities, with football being provided by the new 3G provision where
possible
11. Where identified in the site-by-site analysis, look to re-designate
council sites as open space or for alternative physical activity uses, to
provide a more focussed objective for pitch maintenance and to
increase the quality of a smaller number of facilities.
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Table 7.1 contains the full action plan for the Hambleton District Council PPS. The actions are split by sport and site, to provide specific direction on
how facilities should be improved and invested in. It should be noted that not all sites have actions allocated to them, as it is unrealistic to expect
funding partners to contribute to improvements at all facilities across a local authority.
Notes on Action Plan
Sub area: Geographical areas within which each site is located - Northallerton (NOR), Easingwold (EAS), Thirsk (THI), Bedale (BED),
Stokesley (STO)
Issue/ opportunity: The issue or opportunity that can be addressed
Key Actions: Numbering indicates order of preference
Partners: Bold identifies action lead
Resources: Key resource implications (time and money)
Timescale: Short: 0–2 yrs Medium: 2-5 yrs Long 5-10 yrs
Priority: Low, Medium and High, depending on overall impact for sports participation
Overall Cost:
•
•
•

•

All costs are estimated, based on 4 global desktop research and consultation with industry experts. These are not based on firm
pricing or quotes from reputable contractors, unless stated otherwise
All actions and investment from third parties will be subject to future agreement by the relevant funding partner. In most cases,
the agreement of funding and investment will require further assessment and detailed cost analysis
All maintenance costs represent the full cost for maintaining the pitches. They do not, therefore, reflect any maintenance that is
currently being undertaken at the site and the cost incurred for these services. In reality, the cost for additional maintenance
would be reflected by an increase of the current maintenance cost, rather than the full price stated as part of this action plan
Where prices are stated for IOG pitch assessment, figures are based on 2 days @ £750 per day. If multiple sites are to be
included within the same audit, there is an opportunity to assess 4 sites per day, with a minimal increase in the cost for writing
up the assessments
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•

In addition to the sources identified in the bibliography below, life cycle costings are also available at the following link;
https://www.sportengland.org/media/11748/facility-costs-2q17.pdf

Table 7.1 – Hambleton District Council PPS Action Plan

Site

Ainderby
Road Leisure
Park

Subarea

NOR

Action
ID/Ref

Foot 1 Enhance

Issue / opportunity

Poor drainage was identified at
the site as part of the
assessment

Key Action(s)

Work with the FA and IOG to
review and update the
maintenance scope followed by
the 3rd party contractor.

Partners

Hambleton
District
Council
FA
IOG

YCB
Crick 1 Enhance
Alne Cricket
Club

EAS
Crick 2 Provide

Ancillary facilities on site are in
need of refurbishment

YCB to consult with the club and
assess the need for clubhouse
development/refurbishment.

The site is currently over
capacity for grass wicket and
is limited in space for
additional facilities. With the
club taking part in the All Stars
Cricket programme, junior

Install a non-turf wicket to
accommodate junior games and
allow some relief on the grass
wickets
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ECB
Alne Cricket
Club

Potential
Resources/
Estimated
Cost

Priority

Short

Med

Medium

Medium

Medium

Medium

Hambleton
District Council
officer time
£200 - IOG
assessment
plus £3,000 to
£7,000 per
year for
maintenance

ECB
Alne Cricket
Club

YCB

ECB

ECB

Alne Cricket
Club

Alne Cricket
Club

Timescale

£20,000

Hambleton District Council Playing Pitch Strategy

Site

Subarea

Action
ID/Ref

Issue / opportunity

Key Action(s)

Partners

Potential
Resources/
Estimated
Cost

Timescale

Priority

Medium

Low

Medium

Low

demand at the site is expected
to continue growing in coming
years
Parish Officer
Time
ECB

Bagby
Football Field

Bedale
Athletic And
Sports
Association

THI

BED

Foot 2 Enhance

Foot 3 Enhance

The football pitch and
changing accommodation
were identified as POOR as
part as the site assessment.

The facilities on site are of
good quality. The football and
cricket clubs that use the site
have identified a need for
further improvements and
extension of the bar area, this
is to increase the revenues
generated by function hire.

1. Undertake a review with the
Institute of Groundsmanship to
identify and recommend further
maintenance actions
2. Refurbishment of changing
facilities

Continue to work with the club to
develop an ancillary facility that is
fit-for-purpose for the club’s needs
and sustainable. This is subject to
agreement between Hambleton
Council, the club and the
developer.

Parish Council
IOG
Bagby & Balk
FC

Bedale
Athletic and
Sports
Association
YCB
ECB
FA
Sport England
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Bagby & Balk
FC
£200 – IOG
assessment
£10,000 £20,000 for
ancillary
refurbishmen
t (depending
on scope)
Bedale Athletic
and Sports
Association
National
Lottery
ECB
FA facility
funding
HDC

Hambleton District Council Playing Pitch Strategy

Site

Subarea

Action
ID/Ref

Crick 3 Enhance
Foot 4 Enhance
Bedale High
School

BED

Rugby 1
Enhance

Issue / opportunity

Key Action(s)

Current practice net was
identified as of very poor
quality during site assessment

Replace with a three lane practice
net facility

Changing facilities were
identified as of poor quality
and local teams have no
access when using the site –
the school have expressed a
desire to increase community
use on site. The site also
suffers from dog fouling and
littering problems.

Refurbish or replace the current
changing accommodation.

Installation of a fence to prevent
unauthorized access.

There is a pending planning
application to build a car park
at the site.
Bluestone
Football Field
(County Hall)

Brompton
Recreation
Association
Fields

NOR

NOR

Foot 5 Provide

Foot 6 Enhance

The site will most likely be
reassigned as a parking
facility, therefore provision of
11 aside football should be
guaranteed elsewhere in the
area

The site is currently at capacity
for grass pitches and suffers
from poor drainage

Partners

Potential
Resources/
Estimated
Cost

YCB

Bedale CC

ECB

ECB

Bedale CC

£60,000

Hambleton
District
Council

HDC Facility
Funding

FA

FA Facility
Funding

RFU
Bedale High
School

Timescale

Priority

Short

Low

Medium

Low

Medium

High

Short

Medium

RFU Facility
Funding

FA

To replace the facility with
equivalent or enhanced provision

Undertake a review with the
Institute of Groundsmanship
(IOG) to identify the cause of the
poor drainage and, following the
results of this study, either install
artificial drainage at the site or
work with the club/s to improve
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Hambleton
District
Council

HDC

FA

£85,000 plus
£7,000 per
year for
ongoing
maintenance

Hambleton
District
Council

HDC and FA
funding for
IOG cost

IOG

£4,500 per
annum for
increased
maintenance

FA
Brompton FC

Hambleton District Council Playing Pitch Strategy

Site

Subarea

Action
ID/Ref

Foot 7 Provide

Issue / opportunity

The site is currently used by
junior and adult sides from
Brompton FC and Brompton
Juniors FC and is currently at
capacity for football.

Key Action(s)

Partners

the maintenance regime.

and Brompton
Juniors

The improvement of existing
provision should be prioritised,
however if this is not possible
then new pitch development
elsewhere on the site should be
explored. FA and IOG to work
with the club to explore solutions
to maximizing the capacity of the
site

Hambleton
District
Council
FA
IOG
Brompton FC
and Brompton
Juniors

The installation of improved
signage to protect the playing
surface.

Foot 8 Enhance
Broomfield
Park

NOR

Foot 9 Provide

Some unofficial use of the
pitch was identified by the
clubs, as well as vandalism,
dog fouling and litter problems.

The site does not currently
provide changing facilities.

Estimated
Cost
costs /
£115,000
(drainage)

Timescale

Priority

Short

Medium

Short

High

Long

High

HDC Facility
funding
FA Facility
Funding
£200 – IOG
assessment
Up to £70,000
(grass pitch
refurbishmen
t)
HDC and FA
Funding for

The football pitch is currently in
poor condition and due to the
closure of the neighbouring
Bluestone Field, demand has
increased at the site. An IOG
review is also recommended in
order to improve the maintenance
regime and increase pitch
capacity.

Hambleton
District
Council

To review the need for new
ancillary facilities, following the
delivery of the nearby

Hambleton
District
Council
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Potential
Resources/

FA
IOG

IOG cost
£200 for IOG
assessment
plus c.
.£2,000 £5,000 per
year for the
enhanced
maintenance
HDC and FA
facility funding
£150,000

Hambleton District Council Playing Pitch Strategy

Site

Subarea

Action
ID/Ref

Issue / opportunity

Key Action(s)
Northallerton Sports Village. If still
required, work with the FA to fund
the installation of these.

Broughton
And Kirby
Sports Club

Foot 10 Enhance
STO
Crick 4 Enhance

Bullamoor
Memorial
Park

NOR

Foot 11 Provide

The football pitch was
identified as or poor quality
and suffering from long grass
and poor drainage

Undertake an initial pitch
assessment by YCB County Pitch
Advisor

YCB
ECB
FA

STO

Crick 5 Enhance

The site has a very poor
ancillary in a dilapidated
prefabricated building

Timescale

Priority

FA, YCB,
ECB,
Broughton and
Kirby sports
Club

Short

Low

Short

Low

Medium

Medium

Medium

Medium

IOG
To review the need for new
ancillary facilities, following the
delivery of the nearby
Northallerton Sports Village. If still
required, work with the FA to fund
the installation of these, as well as
an improved and increased
maintenance regime.

HDC and FA
facility funding
Hambleton
District
Council
FA

If this is not possible, the pitch
should be re-designated as
appropriate for the youth demand
on the site.
Chop Gate
CC

Estimated
Cost

FA

Broughton
And Kirby
Sports Club

The pitch suffers from poor
drainage and maintenance

There is no current demand for
adult football at the site and
this is likely to be related to the
lack of ancillary facilities

Partners

Potential
Resources/

YCB
Complete a full refurbishment or
replacement of current facilities
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£150,000 for
new ancillary
£3,000 to
£7,000 per
year for
ongoing pitch
maintenance

ECB

YCB, ECB,
Chop Gate CC

Chop Gate CC

HDC

Hambleton District Council Playing Pitch Strategy

Site

Coxwold
Village Hall

Subarea

THI

Action
ID/Ref

Foot 12 Enhance

Issue / opportunity

The quality of the pitch is
Standard. However some clear
signs of lacking maintenance
were identified during site
assessment and if this does
not improve the pitch is likely
to become Poor.

Key Action(s)

Partners

Parish Council
IOG inspector to assess site and
recommend further maintenance
actions.

IOG
FA
Sessay CC
(football club)

Potential
Resources/

Timescale

Priority

Short

Low

£200 – IOG
assessment

Medium

Low

£85,000 plus
£7,000 for
ongoing
maintenance

Medium
(delivery
expected
for the
2017/2018
season)

High

Estimated
Cost
FA, Parish
Council,
Sessax CC
(football club)
£200 for IOG
assessment
plus
c.£2,000 £5,000 per
year for the
enhanced
maintenance

FA
Crayke &
District Sports
& Leisure
Club

Dobson's
Field

EAS

BED

Foot 13 Enhance

Foot 14 Provide

Crayke &
District Club

Although the pitch scored
Standard during site
assessment, it is on a severe
slope and has some drainage
problems.

To explore the possibly of relevelling the playing surface.

The site provides good quality
facilities and three good quality
football pitches, but it is
currently at capacity for youth
football at times of peak
demand due to increasing
demand from Bedal Juniors

To work with the club and support
their on-going development plans
for the adjacent site they have just
acquired in order to provide
further junior pitches (7v7, 9v9,
11v11)

IOG
Hambleton
District Council

FA
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Hambleton
District Council
Sport England
Bedale Juniors
FC

Hambleton District Council Playing Pitch Strategy

Site

Easingwold
Cricket Club

Subarea

EAS

Action
ID/Ref

Crick 6 Enhance

Issue / opportunity

The site is currently over
capacity for grass wickets by
16 matches per season

Key Action(s)

Add three further wickets to the
existing square, in addition to a
high quality non-turf pitch, to
address the current deficit and
any further growth in demand

Partners

YCB
ECB
Easingwold CC

Potential
Resources/
Estimated
Cost

Timescale

Priority

Medium

High

Short

Medium

Long

High

YCB, ECB,
Easingwold
CC
£6,000 for
grass wickets
£20,000 for
NTP
FA, IOG,
Easingwold
Town AFC

Foot 15 Enhance
Easingwold
Town AFC

The site assessment and
consultation with users have
identified that although the
pitches are of a good quality,
there are ongoing issues with
drainage

EAS

A feasibility study should be
undertaken in collaboration with
the Institute of Groundsmen (IOG)
to ascertain whether the issue is
poor drainage or a maintenance
regime that is not sufficiently
robust.

FA
IOG
Easingwold
town AFC

£200 – IOG
assessment
£3,000-£7,000
for increased
maintenance
regime
and/or
£11,500 for
drainage

Foot 16 Provide

The analysis has indicated a
large over-supply of overall
provision at the site, however it
is at capacity for all pitch
types, except 5v5, at periods
of peak demand. In addition,

To negotiate an affordable
community use agreement with
Easingwold School of their new
AGP once complete.
This project is still in the planning
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FA
Hambleton
District Council
Easingwold
School

Easingwold
Town AFC
FA
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Site

Subarea

Action
ID/Ref

Issue / opportunity
the floodlit training area is
heavily overused and in need
of improved maintenance
works.

Crick 7 Enhance
East Cowton
Cricket Club

NOR
Crick 8 Provide

Crick 9 Enhance
East Harlsey
CC

The pavilion is in good
condition but lacking umpires
changing and heating.

Key Action(s)

Partners

stages.

Potential
Resources/
Estimated
Cost

Timescale

Priority

Medium

Low

Medium

Medium

Short

Low

Long

Medium

£200 – IOG
assessment
(if required)

Should this facility not be realised,
the site should be assessed by
the IOG to understand how its
capacity can be maximized
YCB
Develop current facilities to
provide umpire changing facilities
and heating of the building

Junior demand has increased
in recent years and the club
would like to keep attracting
junior members, but the site is
currently operating over
capacity

Install a non-turf wicket to
accommodate junior matches, as
well as a practice net to continue
to attract junior members.

Practice net on site requires
new flooring as the current mat
is of poor quality

Resurface the practice net to
improve the quality of training
facilities. Refer the Club to ECB
TS6 - performance standards for
NTPs for outdoor use guidance

Ancillary facilities on site are of
adequate quality but space is
limited and the club are
struggling to accommodate
their growing demand

Extension of current ancillary
facilities, including adequate
provision of male and female
junior changing rooms to address
the club’s aspirations to attract
further girls teams

ECB
East Cowton
Cricket Club
YCB
ECB
East Cowton
Cricket Club
YCB

YCB, ECB and
East Cowton
Cricket Club
YCB, ECB and
East Cowton
Cricket Club

£20,000

ECB

YCB, ECB and
East Harlsey
CC

East Harsley
CC

£20,000

YCB

NOR
Crick 10
Enhance
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ECB
Hambleton
District Council
East Harsley
CC

YCB, ECB,
HDC and East
Harsley CC
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Site

Galtres
Centre

Subarea

EAS

Action
ID/Ref

Issue / opportunity

Crick 11
- Provide

The site is currently over
capacity for grass wickets, and
with the club taking part of the
All Stars Cricket programme,
junior demand is likely to
continue growing in coming
years

Install a non-turf pitch on the
existing square to increase
capacity at the site. Refer the
Club to ECB TS6 - performance
standards for NTPs for outdoor
use guidance

The site has a sand based
AGP that is currently of poor
quality due to consistent
drainage issues causing
puddles across the pitch.

Refurbish the current AGP to
increase community use on site
and avoid cancellations.

Foot 17 Enhance

Foot 18 Enhance
Great Ayton
Cricket &
Football Club

1. During club consultation it
was reported that further
investment is required to
improve the maintenance
regime and the drainage of the
pitches.
2.The site also suffers from
vandalism, with damages and
anti-social behaviour by local
kids.

STO

Foot 19 Protect

The site is home of Great
Ayton United FC and their
current lease expires in 2017

Key Action(s)

Partners

YCB
ECB
Hambleton
District Council
East Harsley
CC
FA

1. Undertake a feasibility study
with IOG and determine further
improvements to current
maintenance regime.
2. Increase the security of the site
with additional signage and the
potentially installing a fence.

Hambleton
District Council

FA
IOG
Great Ayton
Cricket &
Football Club

Potential
Resources/
Estimated
Cost
YCB, ECB,
HDC and East
Harsley CC

Timescale

Priority

Medium

Medium

Medium

Medium

Short

Medium

Short

High

£20,000

FA and HDC
facility funding
£40,000
FA, Great
Ayton Cricket
& Football
Club
£200 for IOG
assessment
plus c.£2,000
- £5,000 per
year for
maintenance
£5,000 fencing

FA to work with the club to
establish a long term security of
tenure through the extension of
the existing lease.
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FA
Great Ayton
Cricket &

FA officer time
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Site

Subarea

Action
ID/Ref

Issue / opportunity

Key Action(s)

Partners

Potential
Resources/
Estimated
Cost

Timescale

Priority

Short

Medium

Medium

High

Short

Medium

Short

Low

Football Club

Foot 20 Enhance
Hambleton
Leisure
Centre

Users of the site have raised
complaints on the cost of
hiring the facility

NOR

Foot 21 Provide

Helperby And
Brafferton
Sports Field

EAS

Pitches are of good quality but
some drainage issues were
identified as part of the site
assessment.

The site does not provide
changing accommodation and
users of the site have
identified this a major issue
and priority area for
investment

Work with the FA and the IOG to
undertake a detailed technical
assessment of the drainage at the
site and work with the trust to
either improve maintenance
processes or install new artificial
drainage.

FA
IOG
Hambleton
District Council

Undertake a price review of the
facility

The FA to work with the site to
ensure that users have access to
a fit for purpose changing facility.

Foot 22 Enhance

The football pitch was
identified as poor, with no line
markings present at time of
visit and very limited signs of
maintenance, as well as poor
drainage. The site is currently
at capacity, with any further
growth in demand being likely
to lead to overplay

IOG inspector to assess site and
recommend further maintenance
actions to maximize the capacity
of the site for future use

Crick 12

Practice net facility is in

Full refurbishment or replacement
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Hambleton
District
Council
FA

FA

FA and HDC
funding for
IOG cost
£200 for IOG
assessment
plus c.£3,000£7,000 per
year for
maintenance
HDC and FA
facility funding
£245,000 (2
team
changing
room plus
officials)
FA and
Helperby
United FC

Helperby United
FC

£200 for IOG
assessment
plus c.£2,000
- £5,000 per
year for
maintenance

YCB

YCB, ECB and

IOG
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Site

Subarea

Action
ID/Ref
-

Issue / opportunity
particularly poor condition

Key Action(s)
of practice net facility

Enhance

Crick 13
Provide

Foot 23 Enhance
Hillside Rural
Activities Park

THI

Foot 24 Provide

Huby Playing
Fields And
Social Club

EAS

Foot 25 Enhance

Partners

ECB

Potential
Resources/
Estimated
Cost
Helperby CC

Timescale

Priority

Medium

Medium

Short

Medium

Long

Medium

Long

Medium

Helperby CC
The site is currently at capacity
for grass wickets, with
Helperby CC’s adult and junior
teams playing on site

The site assessment and
consultations with users have
revealed some drainage
problems at the site, as well as
a need for increased
maintenance.

The site is currently at capacity
for adult football at peak times

Ancillary facilities were
identified as very poor and
dated and in need of major
refurbishment.
Users of the site also raised
issues regarding losing balls.

Install a non-turf pitch on the
existing square to increase
capacity at the site. Refer the
Club to ECB TS6 - performance
standards for NTPs for outdoor
use guidance
FA work closely with the Trust
and the clubs to provide
assistance in maintaining the
pitch in the manner required to
fully benefit from (the recently
installed) drainage system.

To explore the possibility of
levelling the additional land at the
site and installing a second 11v11
pitch
Work with FA, Sport England and
the club to fund a full
refurbishment of the ancillary
facilities
The installation of retractable
netting behind the goals is
recommended.
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YCB

YCB, ECB and
Helperby CC

ECB
Helperby CC

£20,000
FA

FA

Trust

IOG

£3,000 to
£7,000 per
year for
enhanced
maintenance

Trust

FA
Trust
Sport England
Parish Council
FA
Sport England
Huby FC

FA and Trust
£85,000
Parish
Council, FA,
Huby FC
£50,000
£5,000 to
£10,000 or
retractable
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Site

Subarea

Action
ID/Ref

Crick 14
Provide

Crick 15
Enhance
Hutton Rudby
Cricket Club

The site is currently over
capacity by 10 matches per
season

Practice net facility is in poor
quality and the square is also
showing signs of damage.

STO
Crick 16
Provide

Newton-OnOuse Playing
Field

Issue / opportunity

EAS

Foot 26 Enhance

The site is currently at capacity
for grass wickets

Although the football pitch
scored well on inspection, the
ancillary facilities were
identified as very poor

Key Action(s)

Explore the possibility of laying 23 additional wickets to address
the current deficit
Refurbish the practice net facility.
Refer the Club to ECB TS6 performance standards for NTPs
for outdoor use guidance.

Partners

YCB
ECB
Huby CC

YCB
ECB

Undertake an initial pitch
assessment by YCB County Pitch
Advisor.

Hutton Rudby
Cricket Club

Install a non-turf pitch on the
existing square to increase
capacity at the site. Refer the
Club to ECB TS6 - performance
standards for NTPs for outdoor
use guidance.

YCB
ECB
Hutton Rudby
Cricket Club
FA

Renovate and extend current
ancillary facilities

Hambleton
District Council
Trust
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Potential
Resources/
Estimated
Cost
netting
YCB, ECB and
Huby FC
£6,000 for
grass wickets

YCB, ECB and
Hutton Rudby
Cricket Club

YCB, ECB and
Hutton Rudby
Cricket Club

Timescale

Priority

Medium

Medium

Short

Medium

Medium

Medium

Medium

Low

£20,000
FA and HDC
facility funding

£50,000
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Site

Subarea

Action
ID/Ref

Foot 27 Enhance
Northallerton
College

Issue / opportunity

Poor drainage on the football
pitch and inadequate parking
were identified as part of the
site visit

NOR
Rugby 2
Enhance

Poor drainage identified on the
rugby pitch

Key Action(s)

Work with the FA, the RFU and
the IOG to undertake a detailed
technical assessment of the
drainage at the site and work with
the trust to either improve
maintenance
processes or install new artificial
drainage.
Improve car parking by providing
more spaces or a nearby location
in which to park

Partners

Hambleton
District
Council
IOG
FA
RFU

Potential
Resources/
Estimated
Cost

Timescale

Priority

Short

Low

Medium

Medium

Medium

Medium

HDC, FA, and
RFU

£115,000
drainage
(plus £10,400
ongoing
maintenance)

YCB
Crick 17
Enhance
Northallerton
Town Cricket
Club

The club are currently in the
process of planning an
extension of the pavilion,
which the Council are
supporting. They would also
like to update their tired
looking function room.

ECB
ECB and Council to support the
club with their current facility
development plans

Hambleton
District Council

YCB, ECB and
HDC

Northallerton
Town Cricket
Club

NOR
YCB

Crick 18
- Provide

The site is nearing full capacity
for grass wickets, and with the
club taking part in the All Stars
Cricket programme, junior
demand at the site is expected
to grow significantly.

Explore the possibility of Installing
of a non-turf wicket to
accommodate the growing junior
demand
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ECB
Hambleton
District Council
Northallerton
Town Cricket
Club

YCB, ECB and
HDC

£20,000
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Site

Northallerton
Town FC

Northallerton
RUFC

Subarea

NOR

NOR

Action
ID/Ref

Foot 28 Enhance

Rugby 3
Enhance

Issue / opportunity

Ancillary facilities are aged
and in need of refurbishment.
Car park and fencing are also
damaged and in need of
improvement.

The site is currently working at
a large deficit and is at
capacity during peak times

Key Action(s)

FA to support the club with the
development of the ancillary and
parking facilities
The club to work with the RFU
and explore the possibility of
increasing the number of pitches
on site to accommodate current
and projected future demand.
RFU to work with the club and the
proposed Northallerton Sports
Village to guarantee access to the
site for midweek winter training on
an artificial pitch (not necessarily
WR22 compliant)

The practice nets and wicket
covers are of poor quality.
Raskelf
Recreation
and Leisure

EAS

Crick 19
Enhance

The site is currently at capacity
for grass wickets and any
growth in demand would result
in significant under-supply

Partners

FA
Northallerton
Town FC

Estimated
Cost
FA and
Northallerton
Town FC

Priority

Medium

Medium

Medium/Lo
ng

High

Medium

Medium

£50,000 to
£70,000

RFU
Northallerton
RUFC

ECB
Parish Council
Raskelf CC

RFU officer
time – RFU
assessment
£115,000 for
an Adult
Rugby Union
Pitch
YCB, ECB,
Parish Council
and Cricket
club
£60,000 for
replacing
nets
£20,000 for
NTP
£2,000 to
£5,000 for
covers
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Timescale

RFU and
Northallerton
RUFC

YCB
Refer the Club to ECB TS6 performance standards for NTPs
for outdoor use guidance. Covers
also need replacing

Potential
Resources/

Hambleton District Council Playing Pitch Strategy

Site

Sessay
Cricket Club

South
Kilvington CC

Stokesley
School

Subarea

THI

Action
ID/Ref

Crick 20
Provide

THI

Crick 21
Enhance

STO

Rugby-4
Protect

Issue / opportunity

Facilities were identified as of
very high quality on inspection,
however the site is currently
over capacity for grass wickets
and junior demand is expected
to keep growing as the club
participates in the All Stars
Cricket programme.

Key Action(s)

Install a non-turf pitch on the
existing square to increase
capacity at the site. Refer the
Club to ECB TS6 - performance
standards for NTPs for outdoor
use guidance.

Partners

YCB
ECB

ECB to support the club with
current facility developments

The site is used on an ad-hoc
basis by Northallerton RUFC

Work with Northallerton RUFC
and the school to establish a
formal community use agreement
that would benefit both parties.

Estimated
Cost

Timescale

Priority

Medium

High

Medium

Medium

Medium

Low

Long

High

YCB, ECB and
Sessay CC
£20,000

Sessay CC

YCB

The club is currently
fundraising with the aim of
installing electricity for
showers in the changing
pavilion

Potential
Resources/

YCB, ECB and
Cricket Club

ECB
South
Kilvington CC
Northallerton
RUFC
Stokesley
School

£10,000 to
£15000
RFU officer
time

RFU

Stokesley
Sports Club

STO

Foot 29 Enhance

Drainage is the major issue on
the site, with several match
cancellations as a
consequence. Part of this is
due the drainage channels
being blocked off at times of
high rainfall as they feed into
part of the anti-flooding system
local to the area.

Improved maintenance and
further investment is
recommended.
There are plans in place to
convert the adult stadia pitch into
a full size 3G and the FA are
currently in discussions with the
site, with intentions to deliver this
project for the 2018/19 season.
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FA
Stokesley
Sports Club
Sport England

FA and
Stokesley
Sports Club
£115,000
drainage
(plus £10,400
ongoing
maintenance)

Hambleton District Council Playing Pitch Strategy

Site

Subarea

Action
ID/Ref

Issue / opportunity

Adding a 3G pitch to the area
is also seen as a major priority
in reducing the number of
cancelled matches and
reducing the pressure on
pitches during times of
inclement weather.

Thimbleby
Sports Field

Thirsk
Astroturf Pitch

Thirsk And
Sowerby
Flatts

NOR

THI

THI

Foot 30 Enhance

Hock-1
Enhance

Foot 31 Enhance

Key Action(s)

Partners

Development works would also
include floodlights, fencing and
improvements of the ancillary
facilities.

There is one adult football
pitch of poor quality, with signs
of insufficient maintenance
and poor drainage. The site is
on a private estate and
therefore limited to the
development it can do

Undertake a review with the
Institute of Groundsmanship
(IOG) to identify the cause of the
poor drainage and, following the
results of this study, either install
artificial drainage at the site or
work with the club to improve the
maintenance regime.

The pitch has been recently
resurfaced and was identified
as of good quality on
inspection. However, some
signs of damage were
reported as a result of informal
use

The school have on-going plans
to replace the fencing. Improved
signage at the site is required to
prevent improper usage of the
facility.

The site is currently over
capacity. However, much of
the current demand is
expected to be displaced to
the proposed Sowerby Sports
Village (expected delivery for
2019)

The site should be inspected by
the IOG to determine how its
capacity can be maximised, cost
effectively, prior to the delivery of
the Sowerby Sports Village
project.
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Potential
Resources/
Estimated
Cost

Timescale

Priority

Short

low

Medium

Low

Short

Medium

£900,000 (full
sized 3G
pitch with
fencing and
floodlights)

FA funding for
IOG cost
FA
IOG

£200 for IOG
assessment
plus c.£2,000
- £5,000 per
year for
maintenance

Hambleton
District
Council

HDC

IOG

FA

FA

HDC

Hambleton
District Council

£200 – IOG
assessment

£500 signage

Hambleton District Council Playing Pitch Strategy

Site

Thirsk
Athletics
Bowls Club

Subarea

Action
ID/Ref

Issue / opportunity

Crick 22
- Protect

Thirsk CC are having
difficulties extending their
current lease at the site

YCB/ECB to work with the club to
establish a long term security of
tenure through the extension of
the existing lease.

Following the relocation of
Thirsk RUFC to the proposed
Sowerby Sports Village, the
rugby pitch at the site will no
longer be required and can be
reassigned for other sports
use.

HCD to work with the RFU and
the FA to assess the need for
sports provision at this site
following the completion of the
Sowerby Sports Village.

THI
Rugby 5
Provisio
n

Key Action(s)

Foot 32 Thirsk School
& Sixth Form
College

Enhance
THI

Rugby 6
-

Informal use of the pitches is
deteriorating the quality

Install fencing surrounding the
pitches to protect against informal
use

THI

Foot - 33
Enhance

Changing rooms are of poor
quality and currently disused

To refurbish the ancillary facilities

Estimated
Cost

ECB

YCB, ECB

Priority

Short

High

Medium

Medium

Medium

Low

Short

Low

Thirsk CC
Hambleton
District
Council
RFU

HDC, RFU
and FA officer
time

FA
Hambleton
District
Council
FA

Parish Council
FA

HDC, FA, RFU
and School

£5,000 to
£10,000
Parish Council
and FA
funding
£50,000
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Timescale

YCB

RFU

Enhance
Topcliffe
Recreation
Park

Partners

Potential
Resources/

