Minutes of the Meeting of Sowerby Parish Council

held in Thirsk and Sowerby Town Hall,

on Thursday 10th September  2009.

Present.

Cllr. P. Bardon, Cllr. H. Bainbridge, Cllr. Mrs P. Chapman, Cllr. P. Evans, 
Cllr. D. Murkett, Cllr. M. Robson, Cllr. E. Storm, Cllr. D. Stratton and 

Cllr. A. Turner.  
In Attendance.

2 Members of the Public.
Ian Noble.  Darlington and Stockton Times.

Inspector Tim Osborne.  N. Yorkshire Police.

County Councillor Neville Huxtable.

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC   

A request was made that the former Hall Engineering site be tidied up.
It was commented that the standard of the remedial work being undertaken at the Pack Horse Bridge was far from satisfactory.  Tarmac instead of the old setts was very poor.
Report from Inspector Tim Osborne, North Yorkshire Police.

A written response to the Council’s concerns had been received from Inspector Andy Everitt who would attend the next meeting.  Inspector Osborne outlined the progress so far.  He urged the Council and members of the public to report things when they happen, with as much detail as possible, so that incidents can be logged.  Attendance at incidents has to be prioritised, but nevertheless all reports add weight to future policy.  He outlined staffing levels in Thirsk.  Councillors were assured by a greater Police presence in the Parish and asked for more feedback after reports had been made.  Cllrs. Robson and Huxtable would meet with Inspector Osborne to identify the areas where car parking on pavements presents a problem.
1.  Apologies for Absence.  Apologies were received Cllr. W. Austin and Cllr. S. Kendall.
2.  To approve and sign the minutes of the previous meetings held on 6th August  2009.

The minutes of the Meetings held on 6th August 2009 were approved and signed.

3. To receive the report from County Councillor N. Huxtable on items of relevance to Sowerby and Thirsk.

Cllr. Huxtable informed the meeting of the overnight decision by the NHS to close the overnight Injuries Unit at the Lambert Hospital, without any public consultation.  He and Cllr. G. Dadd were calling a meeting for all interested parties.
He had had 3 meetings with NY Police and had arranged to have regular meetings with them in the future.   He particularly asked that there is better communication with the public.

The Inspector had looked at the footpath from Croft Heads to Kings Gardens  and decided that it did not present a hazard.  It would be slurry sealed in 2010 -2011.

NYCC had monitored the areas where parking had been reported to be a problem but had not observed this.  It was suggested that the Inspection should take place on a Sunday morning and during the evenings.  Cllr. Huxtable asked for records to be kept and photographic evidence.
He had put in a bid for more winter gritting in Sowerby and it was noted by Councillors that there was no footpath gritting at weekends which during the last winter had caused severe problems, especially on the Flatts Walk.

The Todd’s waste treatment site application was going to full planning committee and Cllr. Huxtable would attend and speak on behalf of Sowerby Parish Council.
4.  To receive reports from District Councillors.

Cllr. Robson had attended a meeting of The People, Sustainable Communities and Excellence Overview and Scrutiny Committee of which he is the Chairman looking at Customer Satisfaction.  Evidence had been requested from four officers.  A member survey of ICT Services was on-going.
Mike Kneebone, (Streetscene Services) had given an overview of his service standards and had been asked to provide more information about the Dog Warden Service.  He noted that Sowerby had the third worst dog fouling problem in the Hambleton area.  It would appear that where fly tipping occurs on private land the land owner has to pay for its removal, whereas if it is left on the public highway the tax payer pays.
Cllr. Robson was asked to follow up the continuing problem of the Sowerby Parish Council website.

5.  To Discuss Matters Arising.

5:1  Street Lights at  The Pines.  A decision had been taken to keep the street lights as they are and an explanation will be given in due course.
5.2  Incorrect Yellow Lines on Blakey Lane and Front Street junction.  Cllr. Huxtable was dealing with this matter.

5.3 Persimmon / Wimpey Site.  Ongoing, but slightly nearer!
5.4  Parking outside the Council Office.  The Police have been requested to get involved.
5.5 Play Area.  The Clerk was asked to get in touch with Murphys again about the damaged fence panels. 
5.6  Notice Board.  The WI thanked the Parish Council for the information about the notice board but would have preferred it elsewhere.
5.7 Youth Shelter.  The enquiries following the ‘For Sale’ advertisement would be followed up.

5.8  Repairs to the Green’s Roads.  The repairs would take place as soon as possible.
5.9  Danum Avenue Garages.  The problem appeared to have started again.
5.10  Thirsk Clock.  Negotiations for new premises were on-going.

5.11 Tin Tack Lane.  Peter Penny, Footpath Officer would be approached to find out why the gates had been erected.
5.12  Councillor Photographs.  Councillors Huxtable was asked if he would also provide a photograph.
5.13  Green Lane West.  The problem with an untidy site was being dealt with.
5.14  Flatts Seat.  The Chairman would investigate the suitability of positioning a seat near to the Bowling Green.

5.15  Flatts Cycleway.  The bollard had been replaced and all problems would be dealt with by the Flatts Trust.

6.  To Agree Criteria for Article 4 Directive.
Councillors approved the recommendations for the criteria for the HDC Article 4 Directive which would go before Cabinet in November.

7.  Planning Applications.  

7a
Decisions.
See updated pro-forma.
7b
New Applications.

See updated pro forma. 
Cllr. Robson declared a personal interest in the application for 27b Back Lane as it is his home and left the room.  He would do the same at the Development Control Meeting.  Cllr. Bardon presided over this part of the meeting and made it clear that all concerns regarding this application had been dealt with.  A HDC site meeting would take place and Cllr. Turner would attend on behalf of Sowerby Parish Council.
8.  Financial Matters.


8a
Receipts.  As tabled.


8b
Payments for approval.  As tabled.

9.  To Review Opening Times for Play Area.

Following the trial period, it was agreed that the Play Area would be unlocked by 09.00hrs and locked at dusk throughout the year.  The information boards would be changed in due course.
10.  To Receive Correspondence.


-Thirsk8 Park.  A letter had been received asking for a donation.  As the consultation period had not yet begun it was felt to be inappropriate at this time.  It was made clear that once a planning application was received, the views of local residents would be sought.  In light of the fact that no consultation had yet happened and as the letter implied that Sowerby Parish Council was fully supportive of the venture, the Thirsk8 Committee would be asked to retract the letter.

-NYCC. Transport surveys were issued and completed by Councillors.


-HDC.  Choice Based Lettings.  Meeting at Rural Arts on September 23rd.  4.30pm - 7pm.


-New Housing Development off Station Road.  Complaints from residents about the Play Area equipment and parking issues were unable to be acted upon because the Council were not yet in an official position to act.

-HDC and Richmondshire DC.  Notice of bringing services together.


-HDC.  Street Naming and Numbering.  36 Victoria Avenue to be 36A and 36A to be 36.

11. To Receive Reports from Sub-Committees.

Thirsk8 Park.  Committee members would look at tenders on 17th September.
Farm Watch and Neighbourhood Watch would meet at the Auction Mart on September 28th.

Thirsk Regeneration Initiative.  AGM at Rural Arts on 23rd September.

Lambert League of Friends.  Open day.  Saturday 12th September at 2pm to raise money for bed and chair monitors.

Flatts Preservation Trust.  The recent meeting had been held at the changing facility which was being re-vamped.  It was looking very good and there had been lots of donations in kind.  There was a shortfall in funding and a letter would be sent to Thirsk and Sowerby Councils asking for financial support.  The footballers themselves had done the Trust proud with both funding and physical labour.  Special thanks were expressed to the Vice Chairman, Peter Cartman.

Thirsk and Sowerby Mini Bus Association.  AGM 16th September at 3pm in the Town Hall annexe.

12.  Any Other Business.

Green Lane West.  It was reported that young motor cyclists were using this route and not wearing helmets.
Back Lane.  The footpath was in need of maintenance.

Railway Station.  There was no longer a bus shelter.  A request would be made to reinstate it.

SowerbyNOW.  The question was asked as to whether or not the Council is receiving value for money for the £100.00 it pays each quarter.  This matter would be discussed at the October meeting.

Letters from Mr. S. Hoyland.  The Chairman outlined his response regarding the Greens and made the letter available.

Parish Council Office.  The Office would be open from 5pm until 6pm on Wednesdays.
The Chairman proposed that the meeting go into Closed Session.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.05 hrs.
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