Minutes of the Meeting of Sowerby Parish Council

held in Thirsk and Sowerby Town Hall,

on Thursday 8th October  2009.

Present.

Cllr Austin, Cllr. P. Bardon, Cllr. Mrs P. Chapman, Cllr. Kendall, Cllr. D. Murkett, Cllr. M. Robson and Cllr. D. Stratton. 

In Attendance.

3 Members of the Public.

Ian Noble.  Darlington and Stockton Times.

Chief Inspector Andy Everitt, N. Yorkshire Police.

County Councillor Neville Huxtable.

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC   

A request was made that the path between Blakey Bridge, across the field to the existing pavement around the corner towards the A168 bridge be reinstated.  Relevant information would be provided.
A complaint was made about the overgrown state of the Leylandii hedge adjacent to the Memorial Park.

It was pointed out that two of the new Parking Ticket dispensers which appeared to be reliant on the sun for power had been sited in positions in the Market Place where there would not be any sun.  

A question was raised ref. in planning terms how far back does ‘like for like’ go?

Report from Chief Inspector Andy Everitt, North Yorkshire Police.

During his six months in the post CI Everitt said he had been challenged by staffing issues but he was pleased to report that after the end of October his team would be fully staffed.  Thirsk and Sowerby were priority areas along with Northallerton and Great Ayton.  Two officers were focussing on anti social behaviour and individuals were being targeted in connection with alcohol and drugs, as were the places these items were being bought from.  Sowerby School was to become a pilot area for the care of the site, with a fence, CCTV and also a Drop in Centre being provided.  There are plans to provide a youth disco once a week at Aspire and activities on Carr’s Field as well as football on the astro turf on Friday evenings.  CCTV images are being used to target offenders and 3 ASBO contracts have been issued on Sowerby youths by Broadacres, meaning that their families become involved and run the risk of their homes being jeopardised.  The SNT is wanting to raise it’s profile and they will be having support from the Military Police and Special Constables.  There has been an escalation in violence for which the licensees have to take some responsibility.  There will be a ‘Not in My Neighbourhood Week’ from 2nd to 5th November along with a clean up at Lock’s Bridge on November 3rd.  Neighbourhood Watch will be promoted.  Travelling Criminality is difficult to deal with but there are plans for problem solving.  Fines will be issued for littering and dog fouling and the SNT has 6 speed cameras for use in 30 and 40mph areas.  Volunteers will be needed to keep records and issue warning letters.  In order to build up the two way contact CI Everitt will visit the Parish Council every 3 months and Inspector Osborne will have contact every month.  Contact can be made via the NYP website, email and the dedicated Thirsk telephone line.
Concern was raised about the ongoing lack of acknowledgement regarding complaints.

Cllr. Austin gave thanks for a positive and encouraging delivery.
1.  Apologies for Absence.  Apologies were received from Cllr. H. Bainbridge, Cllr. P. Evans, Cllr. E. Storm and Cllr. A. Turner.
2.  To approve and sign the minutes of the previous meetings held on 10th September  2009.

The minutes of the Meetings held on 10th September 2009 were approved and signed.

3. To receive the report from County Councillor N. Huxtable on items of relevance to Sowerby and Thirsk.

Cllr. Huxtable had been taken around the village by Cllr Robson and will in turn take Highways around to point out areas of concern.  He reported that the bollards on Blakey Bridge had been replaced.  He had requested that a bus shelter be placed on Gravel Hole Lane and this had been put on the reserve list.
Forty people had attended the recent meeting at the Lambert Hospital when it was made clear that there was no intention to close the hospital.  There was concern that from 6pm until 8am there were only two nurses on duty and there had been trouble with drunkards turning up.  Therefore night cover of the accident service had been suspended, pending talks.

The situation regarding displacement parking would be reviewed in 6 - 12 months.  Cllr. Robson reminded him that the Parish Council had asked to be consulted first.
Cllr. Huxtable reported that he was having regular monthly meetings with the Police to try to improve the local situation. 

Cllr. Huxtable was asked to provide an update at the next meeting on the progress of the crossing which was to be placed on Topcliffe Road.

4.  To receive reports from District Councillors.

Cllr. Robson reported a meeting of The People, Sustainable Communities and Excellence Overview and Scrutiny Committee of which he is the Chairman.
Mike Kneebone, (Streetscene Services) was to be questioned on the Dog  Warden Service with regard to fines and dog fouling
It was noted that the Sowerby Parish Council website was now live, but difficulties were still being experienced with the District Council website.

To Discuss Matters Arising.
5:1  Pack Horse Bridge.  The Council would not comment on the works at the bridge until they were completed.
5:2  Street Lights at  The Pines.  The matter will be finalised at the HDC Development and Control meeting in November.
5.3  Incorrect Yellow Lines on Blakey Lane and Front Street junction.  Cllr. Huxtable was dealing with this matter.

5.4 Persimmon / Wimpey Site.  Ongoing.
5.5  Parking outside the Council Office.  County Councillor Huxtable had been asked to arrange for bollards to be placed to prevent cars parking and obstructing the pavement.
5.6 Play Area.  Murphys were awaiting further information about the damaged fence panels. 

5.7 Youth Shelter.  The enquiries following the ‘For Sale’ advertisement had been followed up.

5.8  Repairs to the Green’s Roads.  Unfortunately the contractor who was scheduled to do the work had broken his leg.  A replacement would need to be found.
5.9  Danum Avenue Garages.  The problem with anti social behaviour was still happening.  The Police would be notified.
5.10  Thirsk Clock.  In the absence of Cllr. Evans there was no update.

5.11 Tin Tack Lane.  A letter from Peter Penny, Footpath Officer explained that the gates had been erected at the request of the landowners.
5.12  Councillor Photographs.  Councillor Huxtable had provided a photograph.

5.13  Green Lane West.  The problem with an untidy site would be dealt with, but there was a shortage of Enforcement Officer cover.
5.14  Flatts Seat.  The Chairman had identified a suitable location and would arrange for a seat to be positioned.  It was proposed by Cllr. Murkett and seconded by Cllr. Austin that more seats should be ordered.
5.15  Railway Station.  Cllr. Huxtable and Cllr. Dadd were asked to liaise with the station and railway company, regarding the replacement bus shelter and to work towards co-ordinating the bus times with train arrivals.  There was concern that although car parking fees were supposed to have been used for improving facilities at the station there was no evidence of any improvement.
5.16  SowerbyNOW.  Councillors preferred the previous Church Outlook magazine and the type of information it contained.  A suggestion would be made to the editor that they gain feed back from the readership.  The Council acknowledged that the content of the Council report was their responsibility.  Whilst the Clerk suggested that using the newsletter was a useful means to fulfil some requirements of The Freedom of Information Act, as it was circulated to all households, Cllr. Murkett denied that.
6.  Planning Applications.  

6a
Decisions.
See updated pro-forma.
6b
New Applications.

See updated pro forma. 
Cllr. Robson declared an interest in the application for the introduction of parking restrictions at Tescos and took no part in the discussion.  Cllr. Bardon presided over this part of the meeting.  Cllr. Murkett moved that Thirsk Town Council be consulted over the matter.  There was disquiet that the restriction signs had already been put up prior to permission being granted.
7.  To Approve Donation to be made to Flatt’s  Trust Changing Room Appeal.
Cllrs. Bardon, Murkett, Robson and Stratton all declared an interest in this item.  It was reported that Thirsk Town Council had approved a donation of £3,500.00 being half the outstanding amount.  Cllr. Stratton proposed that Sowerby donate the same amount.  Cllr. Kendall seconded the proposal which was approved by all present.  It was confirmed that the building would remain in the ownership of Thirsk and Sowerby Flatts Preservation Trust and that it would need to be better cared for than in the past.
8.   To Approve Increase in Clerk’s Wages.  
It was agreed that there would be an increase of 10p an hour from £9.50 to £9.60 per hour for a 12 hour week, backdated to April 1st 2009.
9.  Financial Matters.


9a
Receipts.  As tabled.


9b
Payments for approval.  As tabled, but with the inclusion of the £3,500 donation for the Flatt’s Trust Changing Room Appeal.
10.  To Receive Correspondence.
NHS.  N. Yorkshire and York.  Notice of meeting 29th September.  Circulated.

D. Cartridge.  Request for reinstatement of Youth Shelter.  Mr Cartridge was thanked for his past support but as a result of the responses below it would not be possible to reinstate the shelter in the Play Area.  However consideration may be given to another site following advice from the relevant authorities.
Joy Swithenbank.    Response to request above.

Geoff Lodge, Anti Social Behaviour Co-ordinator.  Response to above request.

Bob Webb MBE.  Sowerby Parks Footpath diversion.  Request for Council volunteers.
Bagby Airfield enquiry, 15th - 19th December, at Civic Centre, Northallerton.
        HDC.  Invitation to ‘From Ideas to Implementation,’ Civic Centre, 28th October 3.30pm -7pm.  Booking required.

Richmondshire District Council.  Request for temporary road closure.  8th and 11th November.


Royal British Legion.  Timetable for Remembrance Sunday.

YLCA  Waste Partnership Conference.  6th November.  The Pavillions, Harrogate.  Booking required.

HDC.  Hambleton Local Development Framework.  Proposed Submission Allocations Development Plan Document.
Proludic.  Quotation for repairs to Gyrospiral and Podswing.  £527.30.  Agreed.
Proludic.  Advice notice re Operational Inspections of the Play Area.  Council decided not to take up this contract.  Cllr. Murkett wished it be recorded that he violently objected to the decision not to take up this contract.
Thirsk and Sowerby Draft Conservation Area Appraisal.  October 15th 4 -7pm Town Hall.
HDC.  Gary Brown.  Road Closure 19.10.09  Entrance to Melbourne Place/Rear of Victoria Avenue.  No access for refuse lorries.

St Oswald’s Church Communications Group.  Request for noticeboard on wall at Crown and Anchor.  A response would be sent notifying that Sowerby House had offered use of their noticeboard.
Councillor Training.  Sutton, November 4th at 7pm.  £35 per Councillor.

Allianz Report re Playground and Equipment.

11. To Receive Reports from Sub-Committees.

Farm Watch and Neighbourhood Watch.  Cllr. Austin had chaired this meeting at the Auction Mart on September 28th. Chief Inspector Everitt had given his ideas.  There would be another meeting in March 2010.
Lambert League of Friends.  £459 had been raised at the recent Open Day.  

12.  Any Other Business.

Shed at rear of Cinema.  Cllr. Chapman felt that the shed looked worse now than before.  Cllr. Robson would speak to the owner.
Aire Valley Tree Services.  An inspection of the Lime Trees would take place on November 12th and a tree damaging a wall in St Oswald’s Close would be removed.

Thirsk and Sowerby Institute.  A letter would be sent requesting that the overgrown Leylandii hedge alongside the footpath be trimmed.

Carol Service.  This event would be held on 22nd December.  The Chairman had already spoken to the vicars and the band.

Hedge alongside the Memorial Park.  Both the Police and Environmental Service Team?? had backed a request that the Leylandii hedge be removed in the interests of public safety.  A letter would be sent to the neighbouring householder informing him of the decision.
13.  Thirsk8  Park.
Lawrence Monaghan addressed the meeting with a brief outline of the £100,000.00 project.  As there had not yet been a formal application he would be given a chance to present in more detail at a later date.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.05 hrs.
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