Minutes of the Meeting of Sowerby Parish Council

held in Thirsk and Sowerby Town Hall,

on Thursday 12th November 2009.

Present.

Cllr Austin, Cllr. P. Bardon, Cllr. H. Bainbridge, Cllr. Mrs P. Chapman, Cllr. P. Evans, Cllr. Kendall, Cllr. D. Murkett, Cllr. M. Robson, Cllr. D. Stratton and Cllr. E. Storm and Cllr. A. Turner.

In Attendance.

4 Members of the Public.

2 members of Action Group against Bagby Airfield.

Reporter.  Northern Echo.
County Councillor Neville Huxtable.

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC   

Concern about parking restrictions at Tescos was raised and answered during the meeting.
Road surfacing on the Greens.  Cllr. Robson explained that he had a pile of road free planings which would be used to resurface parts of the roads when a contractor could be found to carry out the work.  
The matter of 30mph roundels on Blakey Lane was raised again and Cllr Huxtable was asked to follow this up.

An open man hole in the alley near to the swimming pool would be covered in the near future by HDC.  Cllr. Robson explained there had been problems identifying the owner of the land and also obtaining a suitable cover.

The chairman informed the Council that former Councillor E. Hall had died and members stood in silence in her memory.
Action Group Against Bagby Airfield.  Two representatives, Tom Brown and Pete Middleton outlined the 12 Planning contraventions which had taken place at the airfield in the last 10 years, notice of  which HDC had served to the owner in July 2009.  It was agreed that Sowerby Parish Council would support the Action Group.  
Cllr. Robson noted that as this matter was being dealt with by an Inspector it was appropriate for him to take part in the discussion.
1.  Apologies for Absence.  Apologies were received Cllr. D. Murkett and Cllr. D. Stratton.
2.  To approve and sign the minutes of the previous meeting held on 8th October  2009.

The minutes of the Meetings held on 8th October 2009 were approved and signed.

3. To receive the report from County Councillor N. Huxtable on items of relevance to Sowerby and Thirsk.

Cllr. Huxtable reported that he had met with Inspector Osborne and had been informed that from the 3rd December there would be another PC on the SNT and from January there would be a total of 7 members of the team, along with 10 officers at Vale House.  Following controversy with Police parking in the market place there has been an approach made to HDC to increase the number of parking bays allocated to the Police.
The pedestrian crossing planned for Topcliffe Road should be installed during the third week in November.

Following a request for double yellow lines along parts of Blakey Lane, the Police were initially monitoring levels of parking.

Cllr. Robson was asked to contact Jayne Charlton at NYCC with reference to trying to resolve the parking and obstruction issues outside the Parish Council Office.
Highways had produced planning evidence that, in their opinion, the entrance to Meadowcroft was in order.

Cllr. Huxtable would see that the 30mph roundels will be painted on Blakey Lane and that the width of the double yellow lines would be dealt with.
It was noted that the blue setts which had been removed form the Pack Horse Bridge during it’s recent renovation were not original setts, having been put there in the 1970’s.

4.  To receive reports from District Councillors.

Cllr. Robson reported that the matter of parking restrictions at Tescos had been discussed at the Development Control meeting that day.   Thirsk and Sowerby Councils had jointly proposed a 3 hour restriction which had been agreed at the meeting, but a proposal for free parking from 6pm to 8am had been defeated.  Parking tickets which had been handed out in breach of planning permission could not legally be enforced as they were not valid.  
With regard to parking charges Cllr. Robson defended the local District Councillors who had fought for and got the concessions of an hour’s free parking in the market place, with the second hour 40p.  Against 44 other District Councillors they could have never hoped to defeat the parking charges proposal.  Sowerby and Thirsk District Councillors also proposed and got free parking for the period 7th-24th December for the town.  He reminded the Parish Councillors that they had backed the proposals put forward for Thirsk, as being the most satisfactory outcome in difficult circumstances.  Whilst business in most of the shops didn’t appear to be suffering there was sympathy expressed for those staff that worked in the town and had to pay parking fees.  Cllr. Huxtable added that there would be additional signage indicating that the first hour’s parking was free.
To Discuss Matters Arising.
5:1  HDC web site getting slightly better but still problematic.
5:2  Street Lights at  The Pines.  The matter wasn’t finalised at the HDC Development and Control meeting.  
5:3  Incorrect Yellow Lines on Blakey Lane and Front Street junction.  Cllr. Huxtable was dealing with this matter.

5:4 Persimmon / Wimpey Site.  Ongoing.
5:5  Parking outside the Council Office.  NYCC were in the process of arranging  for bollards to be placed to prevent cars parking and obstructing the pavement.
5:6 Play Area.  Murphys were awaiting further information about the damaged fence panels. 

5:7  Danum Avenue Garages.  There had been some improvement.
5:8  Thirsk Clock.  Cllr. Evans had no further update.

5:9  Flatts Seat.  The Chairman had arranged for a seat to be positioned by Mr Shipton, near to the back entrance of the bowling green.  Two further seats would be positioned in Miss Warner’s field.  Once the trees had been thinned out one would be positioned around the remaining tree.
5:10  Railway Station.  Cllr. Dadd was leading on the request for the provision of a replacement bus shelter.  It was noted that TRI had some funding to be used at the railway station.
5:11  SowerbyNOW.  The email response to the Council’s concerns about SowerbyNOW had been circulated.  The Chairman stressed that any offence caused by the Council wasn’t intended.  Council agreed that Cllr. Turner would be the point of contact between the Council and Martin Hooper on behalf of SowerbyNOW.  It was also suggested that a volunteer collate information for the Council’s article.
5:12  Remembrance Day Parade.  It was agreed that there had been a good public response.  Cllr. Bardon was thanked for providing the PA system which may need to be added to next year.  The Band would also be asked to not play whilst announcements for wreath laying are being made.
5:13  Shed at Rear of Cinema.  Cllr. Robson had spoken with the owner who would in turn speak with the users, to try to tidy it up.

5:14  Aire Valley Tree Services.   A tree which had been growing into a wall had been removed from Council land at the junction of Sowerby Road and Back Lane.  Also an inspection of the Lime Trees had been carried out.
5:15  Hedge at Thirsk and Sowerby Institute.  A letter had been sent requesting that the hedge be cut, but to date no work had been done.

5:16  Memorial Park Hedge.   Mr Ord has no objection to the removal of the Leylandii trees, so long as a replacement fence is provided.  The Chairman had assured him the trees would not be removed until such time that a price had been agreed for the replacement.  Two quotes had been requested for the December meeting.

5:17  Chairman/Headmaster meeting.  A meeting had been arranged.

6.  Planning Applications.  

6a  Decisions.
See updated pro-forma.  A list of decisions of previous applications which had not been acknowledged by HDC was read out.
6b  New Applications.

See updated pro forma. 
Cllr. Austin declared an interest in the application for the proposed porch at 78 Saxty Way, this being his home, and left the room.
Article 4 Update.  Cllr. Robson reported on developments at HDC.  There are two types of orders.  Article 4:1 applies to the whole of a property, whilst Article 4:2 would apply only to the fronts of houses.  There had been some misleading information circulated and it was made clear that the proposal for Front Street is for Article 4:2.  After a Cabinet Meeting in December there would be a six week period for public consultation.  It would be discussed at the Thirsk Area Forum where it was hoped that the results of the consultation could be discussed before Cabinet determined the final proposal.
7.  To discuss making a donation to the Citizen’s Advice Bureau.
Cllr. Bardon proposed that a donation of £50 be made, seconded by Cllr. Chapman.
8.  To discuss quotation from Proludic to supply and fit spares to equipment in the Play Area.

A quotation for £1143.21 to provide and fit spares for equipment in the play area was approved by Council, proposed by Cllr. Austin.
9.  Financial Matters.


9a
Receipts.  As tabled.


9b
Payments for approval.  As tabled, but with the inclusion of a £50 refund to Cllr. Robson for monies paid to the WI for a flower tub to be placed at the Blakey Bridge entrance to the village.
The Clerk confirmed that the Annual Accounts had been satisfactorily externally audited and that the notice to the public had been duly displayed.

The annual budget was discussed and approved and it was proposed by Cllr. Bardon and seconded by Cllr. Austin, that a precept request of £60,000 be made.
10.  To Receive Correspondence.
HDC.  Notice of Development Control Committee re Tesco’s Parking 12.11.09.
Sharphouse.  Response to request to trim overhanging trees on South Terrace.  Would try to remove branches affecting telephone wires.
HDC.  Tree Preservation Order for willow tree at ‘The Haven’, Back Lane.
HDC.  Bagby Airfield Planning Appeal for 15.12.09 cancelled.

HDC.  Special Meeting of Thirsk Area Forum to discuss present and future policies on Thirsk Market and to explore views on how the market can be improved.  Thursday November 19th, 6pm at Thirsk Swimming Pool.

NYCC.  Budget and Council Plan Consultation.

NYCC.  North Yorkshire Credit Union.  Searching for Local Champions to spread the word.

NYCC.  Temporary prohibition of traffic along the B1448 at Thorpefield, Topcliffe Road for 2 weeks approx. from 9th November, for carriageway resurfacing.

HDC.  3x30 Parish Council Charter to encourage people to take up a more active lifestyle.

HDC.  Update.  Includes information on Christmas Tree Recycling.
North Yorkshire Police.  Neighbourhood Profile Guides.  Recruitment of local volunteers.

HDC.  Consultation re relocation of Thirsk Post Office.  Concern was raised about available space and security.
M. Brierly.  The Clerk read a letter from the Council which politely enquired if the owners of Crossroads might be able to trim back the hedge which was obstructing a locally used footpath.  The response from Mr. Brierly, which was read out in full, contained a number of unfounded comments which were out of order and it was noted that the Police had been informed.
11. To Receive Reports from Sub-Committees.

Thirsk Community Care Association.  Cllr. Bainbridge reported that finances were healthy and that the meeting night was to be changed for the Executive meetings.
Town Hall.  Cllr. Turner reported that there had been problems with youths entering the building.  Car Parking Terms had been resolved with the Conservative Club.

TRI.  Cllr. Storm would arrange that the minutes were circulated.

12.  Any Other Business.
There was a report of PVC windows being fitted in a property at the back of Front Street.
The Council Office would be relocated to the mini bus office for a few weeks whilst repairs to the floor in number 3 were carried out.

The next meeting would be held on December 17th.  

Reminder that the Carol Singing around the tree would be held on 22nd December.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.25 hrs.
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