Minutes of the Meeting of Sowerby Parish Council

held in Thirsk and Sowerby Town Hall,

on Thursday 14th May 2009.

Present.

Cllr. P. Bardon, Cllr. Mrs P. Chapman, Cllr. P. Evans, Cllr. Mrs S. Kendall, Cllr. D. Murkett, Cllr. M. Robson, Cllr. Ms. E. Storm, Cllr. D. Stratton and County Councillor Barton. 
In Attendance.

3 members of the Public.

Ian Noble.
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC   

A suggestion was made that priority of access to parts of Blakey Lane be considered to prevent the current rat-race effect.  It was also requested that a ‘pavement’ be marked in the vicinity of the bridge and another near the Pub at the junction of Gravel Hole Lane and Front Street. 

AGM.
1.  Election of Chairman.  Cllr. Bardon proposed Cllr. Robson for the role of Chairman.  Seconded by Cllr. Stratton.  There were no other nominations and the meeting unanimously agreed that Cllr. Robson should continue as the Chairman.  Cllr. Robson duly swore the oath and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

2.  Apologies for Absence.   Cllr. W. Austin, Cllr. H. Bainbridge and Cllr. A. Turner.
3.  Election of Vice Chairman.
Cllr. Robson proposed that Cllr. Bardon be the vice Chairman and Cllr. Kendall seconded the proposal which was unanimously approved by the meeting.
4.  Appointment of Members to Committees for 2009/2010.
See attached pro-forma.
ORDINARY MEETING.

1.  Apologies for Absence.   Cllr. W. Austin, Cllr. H. Bainbridge and Cllr. A. Turner.

2.  To approve and sign the minutes of the previous meetings held on 9th April 2009.

The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting and the Annual Parish Meeting held on 9th April 2009 were approved and signed.

3.  To receive report from NY Police.   There was not a Police Representative in attendance, but they had sent apologies.  The Chairman suggested that this item be removed from the agenda as the Police were kept informed of the meetings and would attend when they were able to or when there was a need.
4. To receive the report from County Councillor W. Barton on items of relevance to Sowerby and Thirsk.

County Councillor Barton reported that he had complained about the large Police vehicle taking up parking places in the Market Place.  Cllr. Robson noted that the intention of its presence was to show a presence on race days.  Cllr. Barton complained that drivers were ignoring the give way sign under the A168 bridge.  He was appreciative on behalf of the objectors for the Planner’s decision not to proceed with the Bagby Airfield Project.  He would ask the County Council to look into the problems associated with the A19 / Bagby crossroad accident blackspot where there had recently been a fatal accident.
Cllr. Evans asked him to request that the ponies grazing on the Thircon roundabout be removed.  As this was Cllr. Barton’s last meeting Cllr. Robson thanked him.

5.  To receive reports from District Councillors.

Cllr. Murkett and Cllr. Robson had attended the AGM.  Cllr. Murkett had been pleased to propose Cllr. John Nigel Smith from Romanby as the new Chairman.  Following the death of Lord Feversham Cllr. Murkett is now the only Vice President of HDC.  Cllr. Robson was appointed the Chairman of People and Sustainable Communities, Audit and Governance and a member of the Planning Committee.  Cllr. Murkett was on the same Committees because of the need for Cllr. Robson to assist him with transport.
6.  To Discuss Matters Arising.

6:1 Street Lights at  The Pines  and

6:2  Incorrect Yellow Lines on Blakey Lane and Front Street junction.  Cllr. Robson explained that there was no further development on these matters. 6:3  Persimmon/Wimpey Site.  The Wimpey site had been properly surfaced.  Arrangements for the Section 106 monies had not yet been concluded.
6.4  Flatt’s Field.  Cllr. Robson reported that the matter of the new bollard would be reported to the Council when resolved, but asked that it now be removed from the minutes.
6.5  Parking outside the Council Office.  There continued to be a lot of parking outside the Tattoo shop and the Police had been asked to get involved.  
6:6  Play Area.  The installation of the fence had been a great success and Council felt that those who were critical should acknowledge the benefits it brought.  Use by families was greatly increasing.
6:7  Parking Issues in Back Lane.  The Police were aware of the difficulties caused by inconsiderate parking near the Fish and Chip shop.  There was also another problem raised by a resident, concerning the road layout and markings at the junction of Back Lane and meadow Garth.  The Chairman would involve the County Council and the Police.
6:8  Noticeboard.  The matter would be kept on the agenda.  
6:9  HDC LDF in relation to proposals affecting Sowerby.  Cllr. Robson reported that the implementation had now been delayed by twelve months.
6.10  Signs placed by VISAR.  Cllr. Robson confirmed that these illegal signs had been dealt with.
6.11  Drains.  It was noted that the drain cleaning on Topcliffe Road had been undertaken.
6.12  Ponies on Private Land near Cod Beck.  Mr Bamlett was aware, but the ponies had not been moved.

6:13  Youth Shelter.  Mr Cartridge’s suggestion had been noted and passed on to the Police who were very critical that the area near the Pack Horse Bridge was remote and could not be policed effectively and that they were sure that residents would not be happy about gangs of drunken youths returning home late at night down Front Street.  In their opinion there was not a suitable area in Sowerby where it could be located.  A Councillor suggested that once the open land in Blakey Lane was handed over to the Council, it might be considered as a possibility.  The Chairman opened a discussion as to consideration of putting the shelter up for sale which was formally proposed by Cllr. Murkett and seconded by Cllr. Stratton.  YLCA would be approached to advertise it.
6:14  Old shed by the cinema.  Work would commence as soon as possible.

6.15  St Oswalds Close.  The County Council will re surface the footpath and replace the sign as requested.
6.16  Allotments.  Cllr. Robson apologised for giving incorrect information at the April meeting.  The Council has a duty to investigate the provision of land for allotments if it receives a formal written request by six residents.  Although a number of people had called in to the office regarding allotments, the Council had only had one written request.  Mr Cartridge had suggested Mr Potter’s land near to The Pines development.  Although the site would probably be too small, it was decided that when the Parish Council took over the adjacent recreational area, the nearby residents would be consulted.  It was also decided to ask NYCC if the land adjacent to Gravel Hole Lane might be a possibility.
6.17  Article 4 for Front Street.  The Chairman explained the background.  Mr Jewitt from HDC will attend the June meeting to discuss the matter of an Article 4 directive for Front Street.  Cllr. Bardon wondered if the Council could explore the possibility of the Council employing someone to do the work.
6.18  Sowerby CP School.  Problems have arisen with youths congregating in the grounds and causing annoyance to nearby residents.  The school was considering erecting a fence and locking the site.

6.19  Sowerby House Fayre.  A formal request had been received and approved to use the Green as the venue.

6.20  Wind Blown Recyclate.  The Chairman reported that Street Cleansing was fully aware of the problems caused by the wind blowing recyclate around.
7.  Planning Applications.  

7a
Decisions.
See updated pro-forma.

Appeal decision.  3 Danum Aveue. Obscured glass.  Appeal allowed.
7b
New Applications.

See updated pro forma.  
8.  Financial Matters.


8a
Receipts.  As tabled.


8b
Payments for approval.  As tabled, with the addition of £35 payment to the Playing Field’s Association to renew membership .

9.  To Discuss the way forward for future work to the Village Greens.

A letter from Mr S. Hoyland had been circulated and was discussed.  It was pointed out that the Council policy was that the Councillors have been elected by electors to represent them all and money should be spent to benefit all residents.  A site visit for the Green’s Committee was called for 9th June at 5.30pm, meeting at the Cenotaph.  If there was a need for public involvement then a meeting would be called.  It was generally felt that grass-crete suffered with continuous parking and was not felt to be a satisfactory solution for the surfacing of the roads. 
10.  To Receive Correspondence.

Disc.  Letter and numerous emails from David Andrews pointing out that NYCC Executive has advised Councillors against either coming out for or against the proposed incinerator.
Total-eTown Talk.  Thirsk Town Talk - using the internet to promote the town.
Don Cartridge re suggestions for Youth Shelter and Allotments.

Steve Hoyland re The Greens.  (See above.)
2 x Objections to removal of Condition 2 for 131 Sandholme Lane.

Correspondence re junction of Meadow Garth and Back Lane concerning the safety issues of pedestrians on the footpath having precedence over vehicles entering or exiting Meadow Garth.

Invitation to unveiling of Blue Plaque.  Cllrs. Chapman and Storm later agreed to attend.
Invitation to opening of new Alpha Care Offices.  Cllr. Evans offered to attend.
Complaint about position of equipment in play area.  This matter was discussed at the meeting because Environmental Health Officers required a response following further complaints about noise from the Play Area caused by users of the equipment near to the complainant’s house and a request to re-position said equipment.  The Council agreed that it is not its intention to move any equipment, now or in the future.  The Council believes it has acted in both a responsible and considerate manner to both residents and users of the Play Area.  It was noted that a visual inspection of the equipment was carried out every week and an annual inspection took place by the insurers for all aspects of safety with the equipment and the ground.
11. To Receive Reports from Sub-Committees.

TCCA.  Cllr. Kendall reported that lots of events were being organised, including a Ceilidh.  It had been a good year and a dispute with British Gas over £5000 had been won.

Town Hall.  Cllr. Robson led one minute’s silence in memory of Rita Twiss who had recently passed away.  She had served on the Town Hall Committee for 31 years and would be greatly missed.  Local groups had been invited to nominate a new Committee member.
Sowerby CP School.  £4580 had been awarded by the Lottery Fund and fund raising had brought in £1218 for the Library.  Sowerby Scout and Guide Group would be using the school for their Summer Fayre on June 6th.  APP (Assessing Pupil’s Progress may replace SATs.

12. Any Other Business.

Danum Avenue Garages.  Cllr Chapman reported that youths were causing disturbance in the vicinity of the garages where tyres and asbestos were known to be present.  
Litter Picking.  Cllr. Kendall was prepared to set up a litter picking group which would meet on a regular basis.  Details would be published in SowerbyNOW.
Dog Bin.  A request was made for a bin at Blakey Bridge.

Scout’s St George’s Day Parade.  Cllr Robson had represented the Council.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.15hrs.
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