Minutes of the Meeting of Sowerby Parish Council

held in Thirsk and Sowerby Town Hall,

on Thursday 11th March 2010.

Present.

Cllr. Austin, Cllr. P Bardon, Cllr. H. Bainbridge, Cllr. P. Chapman, Cllr. P. Evans, Cllr. M. Robson, Cllr. E. Storm and. Cllr. A. Turner.
In Attendance.

5 Members of the Public.

County Councillor Neville Huxtable.

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC  

A question was raised by Mr. M. Parnaby about correspondence received by householders on Blakey Lane from Mr Neil Darby of Jacobs, on behalf of the NYCC Highways.  The Chairman agreed to discuss this matter in his report.

Mr. Parnaby also pointed out that parking issues around the village had not improved.  The Chairman assured him that several tickets had been issued to offenders.

Mr D. Cartridge inferred that payment made to a resident for repairs to the roadway outside his property set a precedent and requested an answer to his own request for a donation towards recent repairs.  
Mr. S. Hoyland pointed out that the southern entrance to the Play Area was very muddy and slippery.  The Chairman confirmed that the area would be concreted once the weather was suitable.  Mr Hoyland also drew attention to a gully on the Flatts path which was full of litter.  It was felt that this was the responsibility of NYCC and yet the area was swept by HDC.
Mr David Titchener addressed the meeting about setting up No Cold Calling Zones.  He agreed to send further information to the Office for those neighbourhoods which were interested in pursuing the initiative.
1.  Apologies for Absence.  Apologies were received from Cllr. S. Kendall, Cllr. D. Murkett and Cllr. D. Stratton.
2.  To approve and sign the minutes of the previous meeting held on 11th February 2010.

The minutes of the Meetings held on 11h February 2010 were approved and signed.

3. To receive the report from County Councillor N. Huxtable on items of relevance to Sowerby and Thirsk.

Cllr. Huxtable expressed his shock at having received notification from Cllr. Robson that a letter had been sent to the Council on behalf of NYCC regarding Blakey Bridge and asked Cllr Robson to take over the discussion at this stage.  The Chairman explained that a letter had been received from an employee at  Jacobs who it eventually turned out had been asked by the NYCC Bridges Department to think about ways in which money could be saved by preventing damage to Blakey Bridge.  Regrettably the person in question had written to Sowerby Parish Council and the residents of Blakey Lane with a plan to widen the bridge, but had not informed County Councillor Huxtable.  An urgent meeting had been called with NYCC and, in light of the protests, the idea had been shelved and Jacobs had been spoken to.  Cllr. Robson made it clear that the hope was that Blakey Lane would carry less traffic, not more.  It was also hoped that 30mph roundels and white lines would be positioned on Blakey Lane and in the vicinity of the bridge.  The Clerk reminded the County Councillor that she had sent information regarding a Government proposal to consider bringing in 20mph restrictions on single carriageway rural roads and would forward it again.  It had also been suggested once again by Sowerby PC that the right hand parapet of the bridge should be rebuilt to the correct contour to aid visibility.
Cllr. Huxtable reported that tickets had been issued to parking offenders on Back Lane and Gravel Hole Lane.  There were insufficient Police available for constant monitoring and an additional PCSO might be targeted to look at the problem, as enforcement was needed.
4.  To receive reports from District Councillors.

Cllr. Robson reported that a new scrutiny was about to begin on the IT Department.
He had attended the Development Control Meeting and reported that the Skate Park proposal had been approved subject to a number of conditions, including a fence and various highway conditions.  Additional funding would need to be obtained to meet the conditions before any work could be started.

Parking had been allowed at the school and the park would only be open during daylight hours.  An independent noise survey would need to be undertaken prior to commencement of any work and the Police would be asked to include the site in the alcohol ban area.

The TPO for a Willow tree at The Haven had not been ratified, but a TPO for various trees around the Broadacre bungalows had been sactioned.

A Planning Application had been submitted for work to remove the Leylandii trees and to erect a wooden fence in the Memorial Park.
The road works by the gas supplier had been removed.

5.  To Discuss Matters Arising.

5.1 Path at Manor Farm.  On going.

5:2 Play Area.  A quotation for 4 replacement fence panels had been sent to Murphys who had apologised for not following the matter up.
5:3 Hedge at Thirsk and Sowerby Institute.  The work had been done.
5:4 Memorial Park Hedge.  Planning Application Forms had been submitted.
5.5  Pudding Pie Hill had been cleared of rubbish by Councillor Kendall and the Clerk.
5.6 Damaged Fences to the east of Cod Beck on the Flatts.  Cllr Robson had spoken to Mr. Bamlett about repairing these fallen fences, but it was noted that they were still down.
5.7  Letter to MP re Thirsk Station.  It was reported that Mr D. Tucker had received an email from Lord Adonis.

5.8  Invitation to Chairman to attend the opening of the Thirsk and Sowerby Leisure Centre.  Cllr. Robson had attended.  He noted that a presentation had been made to Mrs Phyllis Smith to mark 50 years of service to the Hambleton Sports Council by her late husband, Mr Bob Smith.
6.  Planning Applications.  

6a
Decisions.
See updated pro-forma.  

6b
New Applications.

See updated pro forma. 
7.  To consider a request for funding from the Great North Air Ambulance.
It was agreed that the Council was unable to support this cause on this occasion.
8.  Financial Matters.


8a
Receipts.  As tabled.


8b
Payments as tabled were approved.  

8c
The Financial Regulations as recommended by YLCA were 
adopted.

8d
The Financial Risk Assessment as recommended by YLCA was 
adopted. Cllr. Peter Bardon and Cllr. Andrew Turner were 
appointed to undertake internal financial control checks on the 
accounts as prepared by the Clerk and Internal Auditor, Mrs Val 
Easby, throughout the year.


8e
The Standing Order for Procurement of 
Work, Goods and 
Services as recommended by YLCA was adopted.

9.  To review and adopt the Model Standing Orders.

It was agreed that the basic recommendations for Standing Orders as recommended by YLCA would be adopted, with no additions.
10.  To select a Green’s Committee and discuss it’s brief.

Cllr. Paul Evans offered to sit on the Green’s Committee to undertake the work to consider immediate repairs and longer term repairs drawing up a 5 year plan.  Cllrs. Kendall and Stratton would also be approached.
11.  To receive the arboricultural report for the lime trees on Front Street.

The Chairman briefly outlined the report which indicated that two trees were in need of removal this year because of decay and a high percentage of the older trees were in need of further inspection and remedial work in order to ensure their continued good health and to minimise the potential hazard posed to the public and surrounding property.
12.  To Receive Correspondence.

World of James Herriot.  Residents Free Weekend 13th and 14th March. 11am - 4pm. Take a copy of a bill as proof of residency.

Freedom of Information Request.  Income from car parking charges in Thirsk 12th Oct 09 - 31st Jan 10 £19, 806.00 (Free 7th Dec - 24th Dec)

DISC.  Update.

York  & North Yorkshire Waste Partnership.  Low cost Compost Bins and Food Waste Digesters.

HDC Non Domestic Rate demand Notice.  £340.86.

YLCA.  Training and Development Programme 2010.

Thirsk Safer Neighbourhood Team Newsletter.  Circulated.
HDC.  Confirmation that applications for works to the Lime trees and in the Memorial Park have been registered.

Rural Action Yorkshire.  Invitation to a meeting about Participatory Budgeting.

Mencap.  Request for Funding.

Thirsk School and Sixth Form College.  Response re litter issues.
Yorkshire in Bloom .  Invitation to attend Roadshow 18th March Railway Museum, York or Railway Station, Richmond.  Coffee and light lunch provided.

Yorkshire Forward Delegated Funds.  The Clerk explained that match funding was now available for a Village notice board following a last minute offer by Yorkshire Forward, in spite of an earlier rejection.
Permission was requested and granted to proceed with the order for a preferred free-standing notice-board and to pay £1532.41 (inc. VAT) by 26th March.  It was hoped therefore that a request for £652 match funding from Yorkshire Forward would be approved if the deadlines could be met.  The board would be positioned on the Green near the boundary wall of Manor Farm.
13. To Receive Reports from Sub-Committees.

None.
14.  Any Other Business.

Crown and Anchor Noticeboard, The Landlord was to be commended for allowing a small notice board to be placed on the front wall of the Public House.
Tourist Information Centre.  The Chairman informed the meeting that HDC had decided that the Tourist Information Centre would remain in its present position until a suitable location was found and it would not be relocated in the Herriot Centre.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.00 hrs.
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