Minutes of the Meeting of Sowerby Parish Council

held in Thirsk and Sowerby Town Hall,

on Thursday 11th June 2009.

Present.

Cllr. W. Austin, Cllr. H. Bainbridge Cllr. P. Bardon, Cllr. Mrs P. Chapman, Cllr. P. Evans, Cllr. Mrs S. Kendall, Cllr. D. Murkett, Cllr. M. Robson, Cllr. Ms. E. Storm, Cllr. D. Stratton and Cllr. A. Turner.
In Attendance.

3 members of the Public.

Ian Noble. D & S Times.

Mick Jewitt, Head of Communities, HDC.

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC   

Complaints were received about the footpath at Manor Park which floods and were noted.  The Green’s Committee would deal with the problem.

Complaints were again received about illegal parking at the junction of Gravel Hole Lane and Back Lane and the junction of Sowerby Road and Green Lane East.  The Chairman replied that the Police have been informed on several occasions about various junctions where these problems occur and they will be encouraged to enforce the law.

A near accident involving a pedestrian and car had been witnessed on Blakey Bridge.  Complaints were made about the hedge being too high and the absence of a footpath.  It was noted that the last bollard had been damaged.

Jayne Charlton would be asked which vehicles should activate the matrix sign, as at present all vehicles do so.

Severe problems with parking on Sowerby Road were raised.

Address from Mr Mick Jewitt re Article 4.

Mr Jewitt explained that over the last few years, priority had been given to the work on the LDF and this had prevented HDC from progressing work on introducing Article 4 in other areas of Sowerby.  HDC was now in a position to begin the consultation work needed prior to the introduction of Article 4 and Sowerby Parish Council would shortly be in receipt of a consultation paper regarding boundaries and categories.  He explained that normally Article 4 would apply to frontages of properties adjacent to the public highways.  Once authority to proceed had been given, householders would be notified and given 21 days for formal representation and if approved, formal confirmation would follow after 28 days.  It was expected that if accepted the directive would be up and running in 2009.

Cllr. Robson explained to the newer Councillors that for many years Sowerby Parish Council had been under the wrong impression that Front Street was already covered by an Article 4 Direction.  

Concern was expressed that many of the properties in the area covered by the present Article 4 Direction already had plastic windows and doors, making the District Council look foolish.  Planning Officers had made many poor decisions in the past and cases were known where incorrect advice had been given to property owners.  

Ms Frances Elliott of Sowerby Road presented a letter outlining numerous problems she had encountered, living with an Article 4 Direction on her property and urged Councillors to consider any further designations very carefully and to take into account the ramifications for householders.

Dog Warden.

The Dog Warden did not attend the meeting but had given the Clerk some information, which is printed here for Councillor’s attention, in place of it being reported at the meeting.

Two wardens are employed by HDC and Richmondshire DC.  One is on duty at a time.  Their HQ is in Liverpool.  Their priority is to catch stray dogs within 4 hours and they will respond to other complaints within 4 days.  The Public may report offenders, (e.g. owners of dogs fouling footpaths) if they are prepared to make a statement and possibly attend court.  Dogs should, by law, be kept on leads on public footpaths but can be let loose in fields.

1.  Apologies for Absence.  Apologies were received from County Councillor Neville Huxtable.

2.  To approve and sign the minutes of the previous meetings held on 14th May 2009.

The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting and the Annual Parish Meeting held on 9th April 2009 were approved and signed.

3. To receive the report from County Councillor N. Huxtable on items of relevance to Sowerby and Thirsk.

No report.

4.  To receive reports from District Councillors.

Both District Councillors were involved with work on Sustainable Communities and Cllr Robson would report back in due course.
5.  To Discuss Matters Arising.

6:1 Street Lights at  The Pines  and

6:2  Incorrect Yellow Lines on Blakey Lane and Front Street junction.  Ongoing.

6:3  Persimmon/Wimpey Site.  The Chairman was to attend a meeting in York to resolve the outstanding problems.
6.4  Parking outside the Council Office.  There continued to be a lot of parking outside the Tattoo shop, causing danger to pedestrians and mobility scooter users who had to walk on the road.  The Local and County Police would be requested to put resources in to tackle the problem of pavement parking and junction parking in this vicinity and others in the parish.  As a last resort the Chairman said consideration would be given to installing bollards, if the problems continued.  

6:5  Play Area.  Recent works by Murphys on the Flatt’s Walk had damaged four of the fence panels.  The company would be approached and asked to replace them.

6:6  Noticeboard.  The matter would be kept on the agenda.  

6.7  Ponies on Private Land near Cod Beck.  The Chairman had arranged to meet Mr Bamlett about this matter.

6:8  Youth Shelter.  A possible purchaser had been identified.

6:9  Old shed by the cinema.  Work would commence as soon as possible.

6.10  Allotments.  One letter had been received from a resident requesting an allotment. The Parish Council had not been the source of incorrect information in the request, regarding a possible allotment site off Blakey Lane.  

6.11  Repairs to the Green’s Roads.  A meeting of the Green’s Committee had concluded that the majority of the roads were in quite good condition, although it acknowledged that a few areas did require repair, which would be carried out soon.  The meeting also concluded that there was a need for better signage.  Quotations would be obtained for further works to the surfaces and to provide protection over a period of time.

6.12  Danum Avenue Garages.  Disturbance continued to be caused by youths in the vicinity of the garages.  

6.  Planning Applications.  

6a
Decisions.
See updated pro-forma.

6b
New Applications.

See updated pro forma.  

The Clerk was given permission to remove some applications from the pro forma which were known to have had permission.
7.  Financial Matters.


7a
Receipts.  As tabled.


7b
Payments for approval.  As tabled.


7c
All aspects of the Annual Financial Return was approved by the 
Council.

8.  To Receive Correspondence.

CE Electric.  Priority Treatment during a power cut.

9. To Receive Reports from Sub-Committees.

TRI Safety Group.  Cllr. Austin reported that there was to be a move away from the quarterly public surgeries which had not been supported by communities.  Neighbourhood Watch would be concentrated on.  A meeting of 81 local schemes and Farm Watch would be arranged and a Senior Police Officer invited.  It was hoped that the NHW scheme would be Police led and also that a Neighbourhood Policing website would be brought up to date by Christmas.  At present there was just 1PC and 1PCSO allocated to Thirsk; a reduction of 6 PCs and 1PCSO.  A follow up meeting for Councillors and senior Police was needed.

Thirsk Clock.  Thirsk Clock was in negotiations regarding a new venue.

Town Hall.  A grant was to be applied for to provide loft insulation and some other benefit.  The Parish Council asked that air conditioning in the Annexe be considered.

League of Friends.  There would be an Open Day in September.  Two bed and chair monitors were to be purchased.  Finances were sound but were being affected by low investment rates.

10. Any Other Business.

Back Lane.  There were dangerous potholes needing attention.

Todd’s Recycling Plant.  Cllr. Turner outlined a four pronged planning application for the site, including the construction of a shed to house the plant, a change in working hours and processing, and wondered why Sowerby Parish Council had not been consulted.  Cllr. Robson replied that he recently requested that information be sent for Sowerby’s comments.  The general opinion was that the present site was totally unsuitable for such an operation.  Bagby Parish Council’s views would be considered.  

Town End.  A request was made to remove the weeds at Town End.

Green Lane West.  Vegetation was very overgrown near to Tin Tack.  NYCC would be asked to remove it.  

Croft Heads.  An overgrown hedge at number16 was blocking the pavement.

Gully Cleaning.  NYCC would be asked to give householders notice of gully cleaning, so that they could remove cars parked over drain covers.  It was noted that there were persistent large amounts of water at the junction of Green Lane West and Topcliffe Road.

Young Motorcyclists.  Concern was expressed over youngsters racing motor cycles on Topcliffe Road.

Footpath near to old people’s bungalows.  Cllr. Kendall reported an accident probably caused by the poor state of the footpath.

Town End.  It was reported that a copper beech tree was obstructing motorist’s vision.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.17hrs.
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