Minutes of the Meeting of Sowerby Parish Council

held in Thirsk and Sowerby Town Hall,

on Thursday 9th July 2009.

Present.

Cllr. W. Austin, Cllr. P. Bardon, Cllr. Mrs P. Chapman, Cllr. P. Evans, Cllr. M. Robson, Cllr. Ms. E. Storm, Cllr. D. Stratton and Cllr. A. Turner.
In Attendance.

4 members of the Public.

Ian Noble. D & S Times.

County Councillor Neville Huxtable.

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC   

-It had been noted that the village sign near the bridge at the end of Front Street was damaged.
-Blakey Lane (near junction with Front Street).  A lady had been injured when she tripped on granite blocks where the adjoining ground had sunk.  The Chairman said that repairs would be done to the roadways and that he would investigate this particular problem.

-The Chairman advised that it was planned that two seats would eventually be positioned in Miss Warner’s field.

-It was requested that 30mph signs be painted on Blakey Lane.

-It was agreed that the Chairman would accompany the County Councillor, a NYCC rep and some Sowerby Councillors around areas in Sowerby which had outstanding issues and it was hoped that with County Councillor Huxtable’s help some progress may now be made.

-Article 4.  A resident of Blue Row informed the meeting that a Resident’s Association was to be set up to take their concerns further about the Article 4 being irrelevant for their street.  She also pointed out that the road behind the terrace is not a public highway and may not even be a Public Right of Way.
1.  Apologies for Absence.  Apologies were received from Cllr. H. Bainbridge, Cllr. Mrs S. Kendall and Cllr. D. Murkett
2.  To approve and sign the minutes of the previous meetings held on 11th June 2009.

The minutes of the Meeting 11th June 2009 were approved and signed.

3. To receive the report from County Councillor N. Huxtable on items of relevance to Sowerby and Thirsk.

Cllr.  Huxtable welcomed the chance to have a tour around the village.  He promised that he would attend Sowerby Parish Council Meetings as often as possible but noted that another of his Parishes also meets on the same night and he would be obliged to attend at times.
He was asked if he would push the County Council for improvements to the footpath between Croft Heads and Kings Gardens which had only been partly resurfaced.

He was also asked to raise the matter of Street Lights on Gravel Hole Lane from School Garth to Topcliffe Road, once again.

4.  To receive reports from District Councillors.

Cllr. Robson had attended an Audit and Governance meeting.  He was disturbed by the 41% increase in the fee charged by Deloittes, the Auditors, who had agreed a £10, 000.00 reduction during the meeting.
Approximately 25% of the Band D Council Tax increase was to be spent on an increase in audit fees.

The People, Sustainable communities and Excellence Overview and Scrutiny Committee of which he is the Chairman will be looking at Customer satisfaction.

5.  To Discuss Matters Arising.

5.1  Matrix at A168 bridge/Blakey Lane.  Jayne Charlton had confirmed that the Vehicles Activated Signs (VAS) are activated by Heavy Goods vehicles based on their axle length.  However, cars that are travelling close together or towing anything may on occasions activate the sign.  This did not answer the question of why single cars were activating it.
5.2  Blakey Bridge.  The Chairman had arranged with SGS to keep the grass cut at Blakey Bridge.  It was ascertained that the complaint of a hedge being too high pertained to the bend after Blakey Bridge.  Highways would be asked to deal with it.

5.3  Dog Fouling.  It was reported that there was a severe problem outside Sowerby CP School.
5:4  Street Lights at  The Pines.  This matter would be resolved one way or the other very shortly.  The Chairman pointed out that the Section 106 Agreement could not be signed over until this matter had been resolved.

5.5  Incorrect Yellow Lines on Blakey Lane and Front Street junction.  Cllr Huxtable was asked to deal with this matter.
5.6  Persimmon / Wimpey Site.  The Chairman and Vice Chairman had attended a meeting in York with the developers and matters were slowly moving forward.
5.7  Parking outside the Council Office.  There continued to be a lot of parking outside the Tattoo shop.  Cllr Huxtable was asked to look into this matter.  

5.8  Play Area.  Recent works by Murphys on the Flatt’s Walk had damaged four of the fence panels.  The company would be approached and asked to replace them.  Cllr. Robson had met with a rep from Proludic who had agreed to replace the wet-pour under the saucer swing free of charge.  They would give a quote for replacing the swing seats and they would be sending details of a maintenance contract for the equipment.  Members agreed that the Chairman and vice Chairman could buy bark chippings and infill the aerial runway bark pit.
5.9  Noticeboard.  The matter would be kept on the agenda.  

5.10  Ponies on Private Land near Cod Beck.  This item had now become a civil matter so would be removed from the minutes.
5.11  Youth Shelter.  It was agreed that the Clerk would contact suggested people regarding the sale of this redundant item.
5.12  Old Shed by the Cinema.  Work had begun on tidying up the shed.

5.13  Allotments.  Another letter had been received from a resident requesting an allotment. If at a later date there was sufficient demand, a site would be looked for.  In the meantime, once the Council took over the land at the Pines, local residents would be consulted about its preferred use and NYCC would be consulted about possible use of the land off Gravel Hole Lane for allotments.  Before any decision would be taken, a resident’s consultation would be carried out.
5.14  Repairs to the Green’s Roads.  Planings would be used to fill in the worst areas which had been identified .

5.15  Danum Avenue Garages.  Disturbance continued to be caused by youths in the vicinity of the garages.  

5.16  Neighbourhood Watch and Farmwatch meeting.  The TRI Safety Group is to organise a meeting for these groups, led by the Police, at the Auction Mart on 28th September between 4.30pm and 6.30pm.  Refreshments will be available.  Cllr. Austin reported that Sgt. Hannan had moved on, which left the area with only one Community Police Officer.
5.17  Thirsk Clock.  Negotiations were on going with regard to finding new premises.

5.18  Back Lane.  Many of the potholes had been filled.

5.19  Town End.  The weeds had been sprayed.

5.20 Tin Tack Lane.  NYCC would be approached about removing the overgrown undergrowth.  It was also reported that the path had been obstructed at the Carlton Miniott end by a narrow gate making it impossible for wheel chair users to negotiate the route.  The Clerk was asked to write to the Footpath’s Officer to find out who the path ‘Intake Lane’ belongs to.  Carlton Miniott Parish Council would be copied in on the correspondence.
5.21  Overgrown Hedge at 16 Croft Heads had been cut.
5.22 Town End.  The problem with the copper beech tree obstructing a road sign had been reported along with other such problems.

6.  Planning Applications.  

6a
Decisions.
See updated pro-forma.

6b
New Applications.

See updated pro forma.  

7.  Financial Matters.


7a
Receipts.  As tabled.


7b  
Donation to Sowerby WI.  The Chairman proposed that a donation of £50 be given to WI to acknowledge their much appreciated efforts with the flowers at the entrance to the village near the school.  The donation was approved by Council.

7c
Payments for approval.  As tabled.

The Clerk reported that plants had been stolen from the Town End Tubs.  Sue 
from Baldersby Garden Centre had kindly donated replacement plants and would be formally thanked.  However, if this happened again the Council would no doubt be liable for costs incurred for their replacement.
8.  To discuss proposals to position a zebra crossing on Topcliffe Road, in the  vicinity of the junction of Sowerby Road.
The Chairman introduced this item by commenting that this matter had been requested many years ago and was welcomed.  However the County Council would be asked to take the concerns of the owners of Rosemount very seriously and to try to help them overcome problems for their entrance which the crossing would cause.  The County Council would also be asked to take into consideration the likely congestion at Town End and at the Sowerby Road junction and consider appropriate traffic measures.
9.  To discuss the Proposal for Article 4 designation on Front Street.
It was agreed that residents would be consulted before this matter was taken any further.  A leaflet, outlining Article 4 and requesting resident’s comments would be delivered to householders in the affected areas.  The matter would then be discussed at the August meeting of the Parish Council.  HDC would be notified that their July 16th deadline could not be met and that Sowerby Parish Council therefore acknowledged that the proposal could not go before Cabinet in September.

.

10.  To Receive Correspondence.

- HDC.  New property named Hampton House, next to the Garden Centre on Blakey Lane.
- YLCA.  Power of Well Being Training (to increase local authorities' capability to act on behalf of their areas) - 10th September, William House, Skelton, York.  7pm - 9pm.

- Mr Bob Webb. MBE.  Copy of correspondence to NYCC re PROW closures.

- HDC Enforcement Officer re untidy site at Queens Gardens.

- NYCC. Area 2.  Response re mirrors, priority signs, footways on Blakey Bridge.  All negative.

- Oswalds.  Request for small antique wooden flower cart.  Clerk to reply reminding them that they have permission (to be reviewed after 12 months) to use an A board as long as it is removed when the business is shut.

11. To Receive Reports from Sub-Committees.

TRI Safety Group.  Cllr. Austin reported the forthcoming meeting for Neighbourhood Watch and Farm Watch.  See Matters Arising.  He also raised serious concerns about the low level of Policing, the drinking of alcohol in public areas where bans were in force and the resulting abundance of broken glass, particularly by the Beck.  Concerns about illegal parking and young motorcyclists continued and he asked that the very real concerns about the lack of a visible Police presence should be reported to higher office - Chief Inspector Everett.  Cllr. Huxtable would be asked to support Sowerby Parish Council over this matter.  Thirsk Town Council would be copied in, as would the MP.
Cllr. Storm asked for another volunteer to represent Sowerby PC at the TRI meetings.  Cllr Chapman offered.  There would be a Comedy Festival in Thirsk from 14th - 17th July.  Any suggestions for a change of name for the Group were welcome.
Town Hall.  Thirsk would take the Chair at the forthcoming AGM.  It was requested that the posts in the entrances either be removed or replaced as they posed a trip hazard.
12.  Any Other Business.

Flatts.  The pole would be removed and the hole in filled.
Green Lane West.  NYCC would be asked to fill in potholes on Green Lane West and the Enforcement Officer would be asked to visit a bungalow where there were unused cars and other items in the front garden.
The Garden Centre.  The new car park lights were very dazzling and probably contravening regulations.

Dates of Meetings.  A revised list was distributed.  August’s meeting would be on 6th and December’s on the 17th.

Photographs of Councillors.  Following a request from a resident, Councillors were asked to provide a recent passport size photograph to be displayed, so that they could be identified by members of the public.

The Chairman proposed that the meeting go into Closed Session.  This was seconded by Cllr. Stratton.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.35 hrs.

____________





___________

Chairman






Date

