Minutes of the Meeting of Sowerby Parish Council

held in Thirsk and Sowerby Town Hall,

on Thursday 8th January 2009.

Present.

Cllr. W. Austin, Cllr. H. Bainbridge, Cllr. P. Bardon, Cllr. Mrs P. Chapman, Cllr. P. Evans, Cllr. Mrs S. Kendall, Cllr. M. Robson, Cllr. Ms. E. Storm, Cllr. D. Stratton and Cllr. A. Turner 

In Attendance.

2 members of the Public.

Ian Noble, Darlington and Stockton Times.

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC   

A member of the public noted that the Flatts Preservation Trust had not registered The Flatts as Common Land or Village Greens.
Prior to the start of the meeting the Chairman, Cllr. Mark Robson reminded members of the Public that they should not try to take part in the meeting and interrupt the discussions of the Councillors.

1.  Apologies for Absence.
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. D. Murkett and County Councillor Barton.
2.  To approve and sign the minutes of the previous meetings held on 4th December 2008.

The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting and the Closed Council meeting held on 4th December 2008 were approved and signed.

3.  To receive report from NY Police.  There was no report.

4. To receive the report from County Councillor W. Barton on items of relevance to Sowerby and Thirsk.

There was no report.

5.  To receive reports from District Councillors.

Cllr. Robson reported that there had not been any meetings since December.  He reminded Councillors that HDC was not stockpiling waste as the contract which had been renewed in 2007was for a fixed price for 5 years.  Whilst the arrangement for the Christmas and New Year recyclable waste collection was better than in 2007/2008 there appeared to have been some confusion from some residents.  As a result of collections being suspended over the holiday period there had been a chaotic situation at the Recycling Centre.  Cllr. Robson would give feedback to Mike Kneebone.  A member of the public confirmed that collections from the Pines were now running properly.
6.  To Discuss Matters Arising.
6:1  Travellers on A19.  The matter would be discussed at a NYCC meeting in early January.
6:2  Street Lights at  The Pines.  Cllr. Robson said that there would soon be a decision regarding the enforcement of this matter.
6:3  Incorrect Yellow Lines on Blakey Lane and Front Street junction.  Cllr. Robson reported that there would soon be a decision regarding the enforcement of this matter.
6:4  Leyllandii Trees in Memorial Park.  Cllr. Robson reported that the Police and Joy Swithenbank at NYCC were still in correspondence about this matter.

6:5  Persimmon/Wimpey Site.  It was reported that a third of the roads had been properly surfaced.  Discussions were taking place regarding the play areas with the Developers’ solicitors.
6:6  Tesco.  The Clerk had spoken with Mr Raper, the manager who assured the Council that the work to the water logged path had been approved, but owing to financial restrictions the work would be carried out in the next financial year.  An assurance was made that the path would be gritted whenever there were icy conditions.  The Council asked that in the interests of public safety the matter should be dealt with as soon as possible and asked that a copy of the letter should be sent to Tesco’s Head Office.
6:7  Old Post Office.  A reply had been received from Building Control notifying the Council that the offending bricks would be replaced by more appropriate bricks.
6:8  Flatt’s Field.  Cllr Robson reported that a new bollard was ready for collection and that discussions were ongoing with Dave Goodwin from HDC.
6:9  Mr Chris Lewis.  Cllr. Robson was sorry that he had not been invited to attend Mr Lewis’s farewell after all.  A thank you card had been sent on behalf of the Parish Council.
6:10  Clerk’s Wages.  The revised rate had been clarified.

6:11  Work to Village Greens.  Cllr Robson commented on a letter in the press from Mr Hoyland, which intimated that the Council may have acted inappropriately.  Sowerby Parish Council purchased the Greens in June 1986 and they were  registered under the 1965 Act.  He made it very clear that Section 38 of the 2006 Common Land Act does not apply to Town and Parish land and therefore the accusations were completely unfounded.  The recent works to the Greens were not illegal, as they were remedial works to help care for the Greens.  The Council will continue to look at individual areas that need improvement work.  He noted that the work at Manor Farm was not completed.  Following concern from Cllr. Kendall that others might see that parking on the grass might lead to work being undertaken for their benefit, Cllr Robson said that other parking offenders had been personally warned about the possible £500 fine and noted that nobody has the right to park there.  It was felt that a leaflet explaining the rules would be of use to householders.
6:12  Highway and Footpath Gritting.  Responses from NYCC about gritting and snow clearance in the Parish and adherence to current policies were read.  It was clear that any changes to current policy would only come about via intense lobbying of the County Councillors.  Cllr. Stratton wondered if smaller salt particles would be more effective.

6:13  Parking outside the Council Office.  There had been some improvement from the shop-owner involved.  However there was a lot of parking outside the other side shop at times and a driver of a mobility scooter had complained that she was unable to get past four vehicles parked there on a Sunday.
.

7.  Planning Applications.  

7a
Decisions.
See updated pro-forma.

7b
New Applications.

See updated pro forma.  
8.  Financial Matters.


8a
Receipts.  As tabled.


8b
Payments for approval.  As tabled.
9. To Receive Correspondence.

HDC.  Stocks of sandbags.  There are no stores in Sowerby.
10. To Receive Reports from Sub-Committees.


Cllr. Austin reported that he was working with Trading Standards to introduce some ‘No Cold Calling Areas’.  Areas would be surveyed but there was a suggestion that Saxty Way should be considered.
        Thirsk Clock.  Cllr. Evans reported that Thirsk Clock had had their lease extended until the end of June ’09 to give them a fighting chance to find alternative premises.

        Thirsk and Sowerby Town Hall.  Work to the heating and floor was well underway.

Thirsk Community Care Association.  Cllr. Kendall had attended the AGM.  She informed the Council of a new Group, Your Voice in the Community, starting in April 2009.


Sowerby CP School.  Cllr. Stratton reported that a number of mature trees would be planted.  The Children’s Centre would open in February.  Years Two and Five had won the Police Christmas Card competition.


Flatts Trust.  At the recent AGM, Mark Robson was elected Chairman and Peter Bardon Secretary/Treasurer.

11. Any Other Business.


Play Area.  It was reported that there were two broken seats on the swings.  These would be replaced.  The wet pour surface was separating beneath the see saw.  Proludic would be contacted.


Dropped Curbs.  Dropped curbs were requested on Front Street where the Flatts Walk joins.  NYCC would be asked to consider this request.


Swimming Pool Extension.  This had been delayed because of legal and grant application technicalities.

Parking.  Complaints had been made about irresponsible parking on Back Lane near the Fish and Chip Shop.  The Police would be informed.  Also it had been noticed that the Chapel congregation were causing problems on Front Street for farmers and other users with large vehicles, as well as householders, because of inconsiderate parking.  The Clerk was asked to write to Rev. Clarke in the hope that she could appeal to people not to block up the carriageway and roads onto the Greens.


Height of Infill Housing.  The Clerk was asked to find out from HDC if there were any regulations about the height of infill housing, following the construction of the new property to the rear of Luton House.

Link Group.  Cllr Kendall would let the Clerk know who to invite to a meeting to inform the Council about this new venture.


Blakey Bridge.  Concern was raised about there being three bollards in the beck and the damage to the parapet of the bridge following a recent car accident in icy conditions.  Cllr Robson was in discussion with Area Two.


Car Parking Charges.  A suggestion was made by Cllr. Bardon to request HDC to consider not charging for Parking at Christmas, if parking charges are introduced.  A letter would be sent to Thirsk Town Council seeking their backing for such a proposal.  Councillors wondered if there would be any mechanism for the deferment of charges for special events.    


Carol Service.  The event had been well attended in spite of poor weather.  All contributors would be thanked.  The lights would be removed from the tree very shortly and Cllr. Robson was pleased to report that there had not been any vandalism to them.  Cllr. Robson was thanked for providing the tree.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

      There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.25 hrs.
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