Minutes of the Meeting of Sowerby Parish Council

held in Thirsk and Sowerby Town Hall,

on Thursday 9th April 2009.

Present.

Cllr. W. Austin, Cllr. P. Bardon, Cllr. H. Bainbridge, Cllr. Mrs P. Chapman, Cllr. P. Evans, Cllr. Mrs S. Kendall, Cllr. D. Murkett, Cllr. M. Robson, Cllr. Ms. E. Storm, Cllr. D. Stratton and Cllr. A. Turner, and County Councillor Barton. 
In Attendance.

3 members of the Public.

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC   

A member of the public questioned the ownership of the triangular piece of land near World’s End as it appeared that the nearby householder was selling his property and possibly including the piece of land.  Cllr. Robson will look in to the matter but explained that it was previously waste land which is owned by NYCC and which Sowerby Parish Council adopted and has the licence to cut it.
Another member of the public asked about building on green areas.  He wondered if the extension to the car park at the Auction Mart had been opposed as there was a loss of a natural soak-away.
1.  Apologies for Absence.  There were no apologies. 

2.  To approve and sign the minutes of the previous meetings held on 12th March 2009.

The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting and the Annual Parish Meeting held on 12th March 2009 were approved and signed.

3.  To receive report from NY Police.   Although there was not a Police Representative in attendance Cllr. Robson reported that he and Cllr. Dadd had met the new Chief Inspector for Thirsk and Easingwold, Tim Osborne.  The Police Office in the Market Place would be taken over by the local Community Police Team on 17th April at 3.15pm and would be permanently manned.  
4. To receive the report from County Councillor W. Barton on items of relevance to Sowerby and Thirsk.

County Councillor Barton reported that the Travellers had moved from the A19 and that Highways were going to clear the site.  He had visited an open day outlining the proposed upgrading of the A1.  The first phase would be from Dishforth to Oak Tree Farm.
5.  To receive reports from District Councillors.

Cllr. Murkett and Cllr. Robson had attended a meeting the previous day in which it had been proposed that there should be a three week Christmas Parking amnesty.  It was being considered because other local towns were offering a period of free parking at Christmas.  It had been confirmed that the Sowerby Street parking scheme had been downgraded to amber, and that the situation would be kept under review.
Cllr. Murkett praised Cllrs. Robson and Dadd for their hard work in resolving the matter and the public meeting called by the Parish Council was singled out as important in that it gave evidence to the Officers of the strength of public feeling against the proposed scheme.  HDC would be introducing the parking charges in October and NYCC would monitor any resulting displacement issues in Sowerby.
Cllr. Robson had attended the site meeting at Bagby Airfield where the proposal to develop the site had had been refused.

He reported that HDC was planning to help small businesses with a rate relief scheme.

The Overview and Scrutiny Committee was about to conclude their present task and if he is still the Chairman of this Committee, Cllr. Robson will call for a review of the IT Department.

6.  To Discuss Matters Arising.

6:1  Off street Parking and Permits.  A letter had been sent to County Councillor Barton from the MP regarding a resident’s worries about Displacement Parking.  Cllr. Robson had dealt with the matter and reassured the resident of the decision taken by NYCC to leave matters alone and review the situation.  He had also asked Jayne Charlton to consult with the Parish prior to any further consultation.
6:2 Street Lights at  The Pines  and

6:3  Incorrect Yellow Lines on Blakey Lane and Front Street junction.  Cllr. Robson explained that there was no further development on these matters, but that a full explanation had been given at the recent Thirsk Forum.  Jonathon Saddington had taken up the Enforcement Officer’s role.  It appeared that there was a technical issue with the planning conditions regarding the street lights.

6:4  Persimmon/Wimpey Site.  It was reported that most of the roads had been properly surfaced.  Arrangements for the Section 106 monies had not yet been concluded.
6.5  Flatt’s Field.  Cllr. Robson reported that the matter of the new bollard was being dealt with, but that it was a Flatt’sTrust legal matter which the Parish Council could not get involved with.  The fence near the snicket near the swimming pool had been replaced, to stop vehicles using the snicket.  The issue regarding abandoned football equipment had been dealt with by the Chairman.
6.6  Parking outside the Council Office.  Whilst there had been some improvement from the shop-owner involved, there continued to be a lot of parking outside the other shop.  Two or three cars parked on the pavement cause a major obstruction and the Police would be asked to get involved.  As a last resort, if the situation does not improve, a request will be made to install bollards.
6:7  Play Area.  Proludic would repair the deteriorating surface once any danger of frost had passed.  The swings would also be repaired.  It was reported that the see saw was loose and Proludic would be asked to look at that.
6:8  Parking Issues in Back Lane.  The Chairman would request that the new Police Inspector deal with the matter. 

6:9  Noticeboard.  The matter would be kept on the agenda.  A suitable location would be near the seat near the Churchyard.  The Civic Society may  help financially.
6:10  HDC LDF in relation to proposals affecting Sowerby.  Cllr. Robson reported that the implementation had been delayed by two months as there had been an omission of wording about land off Stockton Road.
6.11  Signs placed by VISAR.  Cllr. Robson confirmed that these illegal signs were a planning matter and that the HDC Enforcement Team were dealing with it.

6.12  Drains.  It was noted that a programme of drain cleaning was underway.

6.13  Ponies on Private Land near Cod Beck.  A message had been left for Mr Bamlett, but the ponies had not been moved.

6:14  Youth Shelter.  A response from Geoff Lodge and Joy Swithenbank, Environmental Officers, had been received.  The play area, being for under 14s would be a totally unsuitable location for a shelter which would attract the over 14s.  Other areas under Parish Council control would be considered.
6:15  Village Greens.  Include on the May agenda.
6:16  Old shed by the cinema.  Work would commence as soon as possible.
7.  Planning Applications.  

7a
Decisions.
See updated pro-forma.

7b
New Applications.

See updated pro forma.  
8.  Financial Matters.


8a
Receipts.  As tabled.


8b
Payments for approval.  As tabled.

9. To Receive Correspondence.

Residents of St Oswald’s Close re state of their footpaths.  Letter not signed.
Peter Williams re allotments and youth with alcohol in Play Area.  The matter of the Council’s duty to provide allotments would be looked in to.
HDC.  Gifts and Hospitality Protocol for Councillors.

NYCC. Highway Maintenance of Gravel Hole Lane.

St Oswald’s Church.  Grateful thanks for donation towards the upkeep of the churchyard.

Thirsk & Sowerby Community Care Assn.  Coffee Morning July 13th 10.00 -12.30.

Thirsk & Sowerby Community Care Assn.  Ceilidh.  5th June, 7pm  Town Hall.

NYCC.  Acknowledgement of our letter re proposed disc parking and permits.

HDC.  Sarah Boasman, Planning Enforcement Officer.  Ivydene.  Satellite dish and aerial moved adjacent to 1 Mowbray Terrace.

NYCC.  Letter advising that number of grass cuts funded by NYCC to be reduced to six in 2010.

ICO.  Tick Tock DVD.  Freedom of Information Act.

HDC.  Response re Article 4.  Conservation Appraisals planned for 2010 will give PC an opportunity to comment then.  Clerk asked to write in protest as the matter is urgent.

10. To Receive Reports from Sub-Committees.

TRI.  Cllr. Austin reported that a review of the effectiveness of these meetings would be carried out as public response had been very poor.  A suggestion had been made that the Neighbourhood Policing Team should support Neighbourhood Watch Schemes.  The next meeting in May would be about Community Matters.
Following the meeting with the Police in the Town Hall, Cllr Robson asked if a follow up meeting could be arranged, in order to see what progress had been made and to meet the new Inspector.

TCCA.  Cllr. Bainbridge had been invited to be on the TRI Committee.

Town Hall.  Cllr. Turner reported that the improvement work was almost complete and that bookings were good.

Sowerby CP School.  Cllr. Stratton reported that an orchard had been planted, two discos had been held and there had been an open evening.  Unfortunately a teacher was leaving and there had been a lot of damage and property stolen from a building at the rear.

11. Any Other Business.

Locks Bridge.  Concern was raised about the intimidating nature of the gangs of youths who congregate to drink alcohol in the vicinity.  The Police are aware of this and also alcohol drinking in the Memorial Park.
Broadacres Bungalows.  Cllr. Storm reported that the gardens had been tidied.

Parking Charges.  Cllr. Kendall requested information on the future monitoring of these charges, as the present Wardens only have powers to monitor the present disc system.

Beech Grove.  Cllr. Turner reported a large hole outside this property.

Sowerby House Summer Fayre.  Cllr. Bainbridge asked if use could be made of the Greens and was advised to submit a formal request.

Fly Tipping.  A problem was reported beyond The Ranch.

Motor Cycling on footpaths.  A complaint was made in the vicinity of Gravel Hole Lane.

Wind blown recyclate.  Concern was expressed that materials blown about by the wind on collection days were ignored by the operatives, causing a major litter problem.

AGM.  The AGM would be held at the meeting on May 14th.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.00hrs.
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