Minutes of the Meeting of Sowerby Parish Council

held in Thirsk and Sowerby Town Hall,

on Thursday 13th May 2010.

Present.

Cllr. Austin, Cllr. H. Bainbridge, Cllr. P Bardon, Cllr. Mrs P. Chapman, Cllr. D. Murkett , Cllr. M. Robson, Cllr. E. Storm and Cllr. A. Turner. 

In Attendance.

5 Members of the Public.

County Councillor Neville Huxtable.

Ian Noble.  D & S Times.

Inspector Osborne, NY Police.
Members of the Council were asked to stand for a minute’s silence in memory of Cllr. Paul Evans who had unexpectedly passed away.  Thanks were given for his support with the Greens and in particular his work with Thirsk Clock which was very dear to his heart.  Flowers had been sent to his widow.
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC  
Inspector Osborne was asked to inform the meeting about the number of parking tickets which had been issued to offenders in the Gravel Hole Lane and Back Lane vicinity.  He said he would obtain the information for the next meeting.

A member of the public asked if it was proper for the Council to spend Council Tax money on building a fence in the Memorial Park when there was already one there, behind the Leylandii trees.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.
Cllr. Robson was proposed as Chairman by Cllr. Austin and seconded by Cllr. Turner.  Cllr. Robson was unanimously re-elected as Chairman and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

Cllr. Murkett proposed that Cllr. Bardon be elected as Vice Chairman, seconded by Cllr. Chapman.  Cllr. Bardon was unanimously re-elected as Vice Chairman.
Committee Members were agreed as per the attached list.

ORDINARY MEETING.

1.  Apologies for Absence.  Apologies were received and accepted from and. Cllr. S. Kendall and Cllr. D. Stratton
2.  To approve and sign the minutes of the previous meeting held on 8th April 2010.

The minutes of the Meetings held on 8h April 2010 were approved and signed.

3.  North Yorkshire Police.
Inspector Osborne reported that crime in Thirsk was down by 20% and in Sowerby it was the same as in the previous year.  In the last year in Sowerby there had been 18 crimes: 9 thefts and handling stolen goods, 1 burglary, 6 criminal damage offences and 2 fraud or forgery.  The Thirsk Dispersal Zone would operate for the period 14th May until after 5th November.
Concern about gangs of youths drinking near the Beck was being acted on with regular Police patrols and some arrests had been made.  It was felt that more people were confident to come forward as witnesses.  A known trouble maker had been evicted from his accommodation in Thirsk Market Place.  Volunteers were needed to set up Neighbourhood Watch schemes.  Cllr. Austin would attend a meeting on June 21st about this matter.

Cllr. Bainbridge reported that a 52 seater coach had obstructed Gravel Hole Lane and caused chaos after the last Race Day whilst its passengers went to the pub.  Ironically the pub car park had been empty.  She was not happy with the results of her telephone call to the Police who had just telephoned the Pub.

Security measures at the schools’ site were being discussed.

4. To receive the report from County Councillor N. Huxtable on items of relevance to Sowerby and Thirsk.

County Councillor Huxtable noted that problems with drivers and the verges of Blakey Lane and speed limits in Blakey Lane had all been reported to NYCC Highways.
A request was made for Sowerby to have the use of a speed matrix although it was noted that the one in Carlton Minniott was a waste of time.

5.  To receive reports from District Councillors.

Cllr. Murkett reported that Cllr. Robson had been elected Chairman of the Sustainable Communities and Excellence Committee at the recent Annual Meeting of HDC.  Cllr. Huxtable had been elected as the Leader of  HDC and the Council wished him well in his appointment.  Cllr. John Fletcher was elected Chairman and Cllr. Peter Sowray was elected as Vice Chairman.  Cllr. Robson was elected as Vice Chairman of Development Management and was a member of the Audit and Governance Committee.
6.  To Discuss Matters Arising.

6:1  Payment had not yet been received from Murphys for the damaged fencing.  The Clerk would follow up this matter.
6.2  Thirsk Station.  It was agreed that MPs and County Councillors would be pressed to ask for an early resolution to the difficulties of access at Thirsk station for the infirm and elderly.
6.3  Rubbish at Tescos and Polar Ford.  The Chairman had asked the street cleaner to deal with the reported mess and the situation had improved.
7.  The Village Greens.  Several householders had shown interest in making improvements to the roadways outside their properties.  Two householders had written to complain about not having the right to park outside their own property but the Chairman reiterated that this had always been the case.
Cllr. Robson, in response to a letter from Mr Hoyland, explained that originally the Greens had been leased but were purchased by Sowerby Parish Council in 1986.  They are registered under the Common Land Act and the Village Greens Act 1967 but the Council owns the land and will protect it as a village amenity.

8  Planning Applications.  

8a
Decisions.
See updated pro-forma.  

8b
New Applications.
See updated pro forma. 
Site visits on 19th May at 5.30pm were arranged for 144 Front Street and 50 Topcliffe Road.
9.  Financial Matters.


9a
Receipts.  As tabled.


9b
Payments for approval.  
10.   Passenger Transport Review.  This matter would be discussed fully at the June meeting, but it was generally  felt that the providers were not being properly rewarded.  Cllr Storm was thanked for her initial thoughts on the matter.  Information would be circulated.


11.  To Receive Correspondence.
Persimmon/Wimpey site.   A copy of a letter of Section 106 Agreement dated 19 August 2004 had been received, prior to HDC carrying out the legal work required to transfer the open space to the Parish Council.  The Parish Council had confirmed that HDC would be asked to act on their behalf  to progress the transfer, on the understanding that any disbursements incurred would be payable by the Parish Council.  Cllr. Robson reported that work was being completed on the site in readiness for the handover.  Tree and shrub planting had been completed and any losses by the end of 2010 would be replaced.
He reported that Sowerby PC would not take over the hydro cell as it would have been a burden for the Council for ever.  Therefore the Council would not be receiving a commuted sum of money in relation to the hydro cell.  There would be a way leave from the Parish Council for access over the Green belt.

NHS.  Copy of letter from Thirsk TC re in-store pharmacy application at Tesco.
HDC.  Street Naming and Numbering:  1) Address confirmation.  Worlds End Farm, Islebeck.  (Sandholmes Lane).  2)  Building adjacent to Moor End House - Wheel House Farm, Islebeck Road, Sowerby.

NYCC.  Footway Slurry Sealing Programme 2010.  721 square metres at Sowerby Road and Front Street, commencing May 2010.

Ryedale District Council.  Notice of polling stations for forthcoming election.
NYCC.  Local Transport Plan 3 consultation.  Information to be circulated to Councillors for discussion at June meeting.
HDC.  Thirsk Area Forum.  Next meeting 20th July, 6.30pm at The Old Courthouse.  Contact 01609 767015 to lodge a question at least 10 working days before the meeting.  Councillors were encouraged to attend.
12. To Receive Reports from Sub-Committees.

Safer Neighbourhoods.  Cllr Austin would attend a meeting about YO7 Divert on June 1st and would bring up issues about anti social behaviour on the Flatts.  An article would be put in SowerbyNOW about  the search for Area Co-ordinators for Neighbourhood Watch following a meeting at the Auction Mart on 22nd April.  It was noted that the PA system had not been very effective at this meeting.
Town Hall.  Cllr. Turner reported that insulation work had been completed and that tiling was underway.  Work would be done in the Committee Room.
Sowerby CP School.  Written report from Cllr. Storm noting that the school had been awarded a Silver Award for the Food for Life Partnership and selected as the flagship school.  Officially identified as a ‘GOOD EGG’ from Compassion in World Farming because of sourcing local and organic food.
Visit to Demonstration at Thirsk Fire Station.  Explanation of use of the speed matrix had been very useful.  A request form was made available.
13.  Any Other Business.
Pipe under beck.  Cllr Robson notified the meeting that a 60 foot long vehicle from Morrison Utilities would be taken over the Flatts to the beck to bore under the beck in order to replace a burst mains pipe.
Access to Victoria Avenue for Bin Lorry.  Cllr. Robson had spoken to Gary Brown who had threatened that the bin lorry would have to be stopped from collecting down Victoria Avenue because of irresponsible parking.  He was assured that the elderly would not penalised, by having to take their bins to the end of the street.

Interruptions by members of the public during meetings.  Cllr. Bainbridge asked that Mr Hoyland be sent a letter complaining about his interrupting of meetings both at the present meeting and in the past.  This was agreed by all present.
Seats on the Flatts Walk.  Mr Shipton has been asked to deal with this matter.

LDF Public Enquiry.  Cllr. Robson notified the meeting that the enquiry would begin soon.

Death of Cllr. Evans.  The funeral arrangements were announced and it was confirmed that HDC had been notified.

Noticeboard.  The Clerk confirmed that the new board had been delivered and would be erected as soon as possible.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.55 hrs.
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