Minutes of the Meeting of Sowerby Parish Council

held in Thirsk and Sowerby Town Hall,

on Thursday 12th March 2009.

Present.

Cllr. P. Bardon, Cllr. Mrs P. Chapman, Cllr. P. Evans, Cllr. Mrs S. Kendall, Cllr. M. Robson, Cllr. Ms. E. Storm, Cllr. D. Stratton and County Councillor Barton.

In Attendance.

2 members of the Public.

Kathy Donnelly, Local Involvement Network, LINK.

PCSO Nigel Warlby.

Neville Huxtable, prospective candidate for NYCC Councillor.

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC   

A member of the public was assured that a rota was in place for locking and unlocking the play area gates.

Concern was raised about the proliferation of roadside notices at both the Auction Mart and VISAR.  Cllr. Robson made it clear that this was an issue that HDC had to deal with and that the Enforcement Officer was dealing with it and that the matter would be dealt with through the planning process.

The Chairman welcomed Kathy Donnelly, LINK who explained that LINK was to be given the responsibility for all Adult Social Care across all the Local Authorities.  The North Yorkshire scheme would be launched on 26th March and will enable the public to have an independent voice in Health and Social Services.

1.  Apologies for Absence.
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. W. Austin, Cllr. D. Murkett and Cllr. A. Turner.
2.  To approve and sign the minutes of the previous meetings held on 12th February 2009.

The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 12th February 2009 were approved and signed.

3.  To receive report from NY Police.   PCSO Nigel Warlby informed the meeting that Operation Ladybird would take place during the following weekend.  He confirmed that Farm Watch was up and running.

4. To receive the report from County Councillor W. Barton on items of relevance to Sowerby and Thirsk.

County Councillor Barton reported that there would be meeting of the County Committee for Hambleton on 6th April to discuss the proposal to implement disc parking and resident’s parking permits in certain streets in Sowerby and Thirsk where drivers may wish to park once parking charges are introduced.

Cllr. Robson explained to the meeting that a public meeting had been held for those Sowerby residents who would be affected by the proposed scheme and a request had been made to NYCC that the proposal be deferred and monitored for 12 months.

5.  To receive reports from District Councillors.

Cllr. Robson referred to his comments regarding the proposal for parking permits in side streets, commenting that the proposal wouldn’t cure anything and would probably make matters worse.

He confirmed that a 6p per week increase for Band D Council Tax had been agreed.

6.  To Discuss Matters Arising.

6:1 Street Lights at  The Pines  and

6:2  Incorrect Yellow Lines on Blakey Lane and Front Street junction.  Cllr. Robson confirmed that he had been in correspondence with the Enforcement Officer.  There was concern that the lamp posts had recently been painted.  There was also concern that the land at the side of the Pines development had not yet been signed off to the Parish Council making a very difficult position for the maintenance which had been planned.

6:3  Persimmon/Wimpey Site.  It was reported that most of the roads had been properly surfaced.  Arrangements for the Section 106 monies had not yet been concluded.
6.4  Flatt’s Field.  Cllr. Robson reported that the matter of the new bollard was being dealt with, but that it was a Flatt’sTrust matter which the Parish Council could not get involved with.

6:5  Work to Village Greens.  It was agreed that this would be an agenda item for the April or May meeting.  

6.6  Parking outside the Council Office.  Whilst there had been some improvement from the shop-owner involved, there continued to be a lot of parking outside the other shop.  The owners of one of the properties had put up a wheel clamping warning.

6:7  Play Area.  Proludic would repair the deteriorating surface once any danger of frost had passed.  The swings would also be repaired.

6:8  Parking Issues.  It was noted that there were still problems around the Fish and Chip shop with pavements being blocked.  The Police would be asked to look at the matter again.

6:9  Woodland Group.  Cllr. Storm informed the meeting that the 5000th tree would probably be planted in Pearson’s Wood.

6:10  Noticeboard.  The matter would be kept on the agenda.

6:11  Dog Warden.  The services of the dog warden were desperately needed.

7.  Planning Applications.  

7a
Decisions.
See updated pro-forma.

7b
New Applications.

See updated pro forma.  
The application regarding caravan storage at The Ranch would probably go to Development Control so Cllr. Robson handed the discussion over to the Vice Chairman Cllr. Bardon.

8.  Financial Matters.


8a
Receipts.  As tabled.


8b
Payments for approval.  As tabled.

9.  To discuss HDC LDF in relation to proposals affecting Sowerby.

Cllr. Robson outlined the final proposals and noted the safeguards that he had lobbied for regarding the prevention against using Saxty Way and Green Lane West etc. for future access routes to the new development.  The vehicular entrances and exits would only be off Topcliffe Road, although there would be improved cycle and pedestrian links via Admiral’s Court and Green Lane West.  The proposed new link to the A168 had to be completed before the development could start.

10. To Receive Correspondence.

-Mrs. M. Smith re signs at VISAR.

-Mrs Kelly re state of gardens at rear of Broadacre bungalows at Silver Street and the use of the Flatts cycleway and path by motor vehicles.

-Miss A Cope re roads on the Greens.

-Cllr A. Barker HDC. Confirmation that the operation of the car parking charges scheme will be kept under review but no plans as such to defer charges for Christmas.

-NYCC.  Notice of works at Packhorse Bridge from 2nd March to 1st September 2009.

-Area 2.  Confirmation that request for dropped curbs has been added to waiting list.

-The Vital Link.  Last newsletter.  Will request information via email.

National Probation Service.  Offer of labour by offenders.

HDC.  Thirsk Area Forum.  31st March.  Old Courthouse. 6.30pm

YLCA.  Hambleton Branch Meeting.  25th March.  7.30pm at Stonecross.

Milka & Bardon.  Notice of office rent increase (£281.66 pm) as from May ‘09.

11. To Receive Reports from Sub-Committees.

None.

12. Any Other Business.

Dog Warden.  Cllr. Bardon asked that the new warden be invited to attend the next meeting.

Drains in Green Lane East and Topcliffe Road.  Cllr. Stratton reported that many of the drains on these roads were full, despite the dry weather.

Ponies.  Cllr. Kendall reported that a number of ponies were tethered on land belonging to Mr. Bamlett and Mr.Hugill.  The tethers were long allowing the ponies to walk on to the public footpath.

Auction Mart.  It was noted that the Car Wash was only approved for use by Auction Mart users but this appeared not to be adhered to.  A letter pointing this out would be sent.

Seats in the Play Area.  Cllr. Kendall asked if the Play Area seating could be an agenda item to consider the merits of additional benches being positioned as against the reinstatement of the Youth Shelter.  Cllr. Bardon reminded Councillors that Environmental Health and the Police would need to be involved in any discussions about reinstating the Youth Shelter.

Old shed near Cinema.  Cllr. Chapman was concerned at the dilapidated state of a shed at the end of the Cinema.  The Chairman had spoken to the Ritz Chairman and the owner of the building.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.47 hrs.
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