Minutes of the Meeting of Sowerby Parish Council

held in Thirsk and Sowerby Town Hall,

on Thursday 14th January 2010.

Present.

Cllr. Austin, Cllr. H. Bainbridge, Cllr. P Bardon, Cllr. S. Kendall, Cllr. M. Robson, Cllr. E. Storm, Cllr. D. Stratton, and Cllr. A. Turner. 

In Attendance.

4 Members of the Public.

Inspector Tim Osborne, N. Yorkshire Police.

County Councillor Neville Huxtable.

Ian Noble.  D & S Times.

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC  
An observation was made that in icy weather the Flatts Walk becomes very dangerous and yet receives no treatment from NYCC.  It was queried if the Parish Council might be prepared to pay for some salt to be spread.

It was pointed out that the gravel surface of the Greens roads is freer draining than the surfaces covered with planings.

It had been observed that the work at Manor Farm entrance had made matters worse.

There continued to be issues with people parking inconsiderately at road junctions, causing dangerous visibility problems for other drivers.

The illuminated vehicle access warning sign at the bridge at the end of Blakey Lane continued to be activated by even bicycles. 

1.  Apologies for Absence.  Apologies were received from Cllr. Mrs P. Chapman, Cllr. P. Evans and Cllr. D. Murkett.
2.  To approve and sign the minutes of the previous meeting held on 17th December  2009.

The minutes of the Meetings held on 17h December 2009 were approved and signed, with one amendment in the County Councillor Report where it should have been minuted that Cllr. Huxtable had been meeting with the Fire Authority working in the Ryedale area about Speed Monitoring.
NORTH YORKSHIRE POLICE.

The matter of incorrect parking in various areas of Sowerby was discussed.  Sgt Hunter and Highways are looking at these issues.  It was reported that a parked vehicle has been blocking a bus stop on Back Lane.  The Police have been talking to parents parking on double yellow lines outside Sowerby CP School.  Councillors noted that a suspect had been arrested following a stabbing incident in the Parish and felt that the Police should publicise such positive outcomes.
3. To receive the report from County Councillor N. Huxtable on items of relevance to Sowerby and Thirsk.

Cllr. Huxtable updated the Parish Council on the current situation regarding winter maintenance over the County’s 5000 miles of roads, half of which come under the salt/gritting policy.  He explained that below -5 degrees Celsius the salt is ineffective and that at times the temperature had been -10 degrees.  NYCC had had three times the recommended amount of salt in stock and were using on average 1700 tons each day.  (1000 tons per day in frosty conditions and 3,500 tons in snow).  On 11th January when salt stocks nationwide were low, the Government had instructed that all Councils should reduce their salt usage by 25% and that North Yorkshire would not get any more deliveries.  Therefore, as a temporary measure from 11th January all paths and Priority 3 roads would not be salted, though they would be ploughed if necessary.  The Priority 2 roads would be treated with a sand/gravel mix and Priority 1 roads would be salted as before in order to keep the network useable.  Some salt would be provided for schools and libraries  It was estimated that the budget had been exceeded by £3m.  Sowerby had been treated the same as all other communities, in that one through road had been gritted.

In answer to questions raised by Councillors, Cllr.  Huxtable confirmed that gritting does take place before the snow falls, responding to forecasts. 

Comments were made that the Topcliffe Road and Front Street footpath gritting had been done in a rather cavalier manner.  Cllr. Huxtable was thanked for working on behalf of the Parish and was asked to request that in future additional footpaths be considered for treatment, eg Flatts Walk which is used by large numbers of the community.  It was suggested that the Parish might contribute towards additional gritting.

Cllr. Robson pointed out that Sowerby falls under Priority 3, as it is a rural village and reported that although the footpath gritter had been asked to treat the Flatts Walk the machine was too wide to negotiate the path through the posts.  In future, if gritting was allowed, the post would be removed.
Swimming Pool.  The air conditioning unit had not been lagged properly, causing water to drip.  The matter had been rectified.
Footpath at Manor Farm.  The matter of the flooded footpath would be looked at once the weather inmproved.

Cllr. Robson confirmed that the matter of 30mph roundels had been brought to Area 2’s attention during conversations at a meeting.

Cllr. Bardon noted that at night it was difficult for drivers to see pedestrians standing in the shadows at the western side of the new pedestrian crossing on Topcliffe Road and asked for it to be investigated.

There were lots of potholes all over the County which needed to be dealt with.

The flooding near the new bridge on the Dalton end of Front Street had been reported.

6b.  Skatepark Planning Application.

At this stage of the meeting the application for a skatepark was discussed.  
Cllr. Robson took no part as he declared that he was a member of HDC Development Control.  Cllr. Bardon chaired the discussion.  After a number of matters were raised it was agreed that an Extraordinary Meeting be called for 21st January by which time the results of the Public Consultation would be known.
4.  To receive reports from District Councillors.

Cllr. Robson reported that the Scrutiny Committee would be looking at the HDC IT service.  The report would be taken to Full Council to be ratified.  Members had had a training session about January 2009 Traveller Site Legislation.  Cllr. Robson explained that the Sowerby site had originally been owned by the County Council when it was first built.  It had than passed to District Council control  and then back to County Council and then managed by an external body.  Now Holton Management alongside Broadacres is responsible for it.  The site will be refurbished in April 2010.  There is a shortfall of 14 spaces in the area so new sites are being sought.  A 100% grant is available.
A discussion took place about car parking charges.  The Christmas suspension of charges had been appreciated.  Queries were raised about  paying if snow covering the machines stopped them from working and also the feasibility of parking in the marked bays if they couldn’t be seen because of the snow.

HDC would be asked to provide a break down of the amount of revenue taken from both ticket sales and permit sales.

It was reported that NYCC were proposing that only ½ hr waiting be allowed in Kirkgate.  Thirsk Town Council was objecting and wished that it be left at 2 hours.  Sowerby Council would back that recommendation.

5.  To Discuss Matters Arising.
5:1 Persimmon / Wimpey Site.  Ongoing.
5:2 Play Area.  Murphys had not replied to a reminder about the damaged fence panels. 

5:3  Flatts Seat.  The seat would be positioned when conditions allowed.

5:4  Railway Station.  Cllr. Storm had circulated a copy of correspondence she had received from the Railway Personnel.
5:5  Hedge at Thirsk and Sowerby Institute.  No work had been done so consideration may be given to the Council organising the work.

5:6  Memorial Park Hedge.  The Chairman confirmed that planning permission would be needed for the erection of a replacement fence.  One quotation had been received to date.

5.7.  Willow Tree at the junction of Saxty Way with Topcliffe Road.  The Clerk had mentioned the tree debris on the footpath to the owner.
5.8  Carols Around the Tree.  This had been a very successful event and the tree had looked wonderful.  Thanks were expressed to Mr Dresser for putting the lights on free of charge.
5.9  Play Area.  The zip wire had been replaced.

5.10  Football Changing Rooms.  The replacement windows had been fitted.
 6.  Planning Applications.  

6a
Decisions.
See updated pro-forma.  

6b
New Applications.

See updated pro forma. 

7.  Financial Matters.


7a
Receipts.  As tabled.


7b
Payments for approval.  As tabled, but with the inclusion of a £750 payment to Aire Valley Tree Consultancy Ltd. to conduct a compulsory arboricultural report on the Lime trees, which was agreed at the meeting along with payment to Thirsk Town Council of £151.25 as a share of the leaflets listed in Correspondence.
8.  To approve an application for works to the Lime Trees on Front Street and to approve a contract by Aire Valley Tree Consultancy Services to survey the trees.
Both these matters were approved.  The survey would cost £750 and was a matter of law.

9.  To Receive Correspondence.

Request from Thirsk Town Council for £151.25 for share of reprinting Thirsk & Sowerby Past and Present leaflets.
Request from residents of Southlands Court for PC to purchase a grit bin from NYCC on their behalf.

NYCC.  Update on severe winter weather.  Circulated to Councillors prior to meeting.
Thirsk8.  Invitation to Consultation Event.  Sat. 16th Jan. 10am -2pm.  Coach Park, Thirsk School.  Design and Access statement.  Circulated to Councillors prior to meeting.
Joseph Fyles.  Letter re state of the Greens.  Circulated.
        Safer Neighbourhood Team.  Request for meeting dates from Sharon Findlay.

HDC.  Allotment Survey.

Post Office.  Confirmation of arrangements for relocated Post Office.

YLCA.  Advance notice of rise in subscription rate.

YLCA.  Diamond Jubilee Celebrations 2012.  
CE & CM Walker Ltd.  Confirmation of fee per cut as per 09.10.08.  £382.00 + copy of Liability Insurance Certificate.

10. To Receive Reports from Sub-Committees.

TRI.  There would soon be a meeting.
11.  Any Other Business.

Melrose Gardens.  A large amount of cigarette buts were littering the pavement.  This would be reported to the Environmental Health Department.
The Greens.  It was agreed to hold a special meeting to formulate a five year plan for work to the Greens.  The Chairman had photographic evidence of parking on the Greens and Councillors urged that a prosecution be brought against the offender.
No Cold Calling System.  Trading Standards would be approached and invited to explain the procedures involved in setting up such a system.

Todd’s Waste Treatment.  It was confirmed that permission had been granted for the waste treatment plant on Thirsk Industrial Estate to continue operating with planning conditions.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.15 hrs.
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