Minutes of the Meeting of Sowerby Parish Council

held in Thirsk and Sowerby Town Hall,

on Thursday 11th February 2010.

Present.

Cllr. Austin, Cllr. P Bardon, Cllr. P. Evans Cllr. S. Kendall, Cllr. M. Robson, Cllr. E. Storm and Cllr. D. Stratton. 

In Attendance.

2 Members of the Public.

County Councillor Neville Huxtable.

Ian Noble.  D & S Times.

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC  

In answer to a question about snow clearance on the Flatts Walk, the Chairman noted that in future the post would be removed to allow access for the grit spreader and therefore there will be no need for any financial contribution from Sowerby Parish Council for gritting/salting this path.
The questioner asked about when the hedge in the Memorial Park would be removed.  Application forms for permission had been obtained and would be completed during the following week.

A question was asked about the handing over of the Wimpey/Persimmon site off Station Road.  The Chairman explained that the Council would not take on the responsibility of the green areas or the hydro cell until the Section 106 monies had been handed over and legal issues had been dealt with.
Responding to a question about progress with the roads on the Greens and having a special meeting for residents, the Chairman replied that the Council would move in to a Closed Session at the end of the meeting to discuss the way forward and to form a committee.

Concern was raised about long-standing road-works on Sowerby Road near the junction of Green Lane East, although little work was apparent.  It was explained   that gas and water works had been carried out following a gas leak and the open trench works were now on test for 6 weeks.  The Clerk was asked to contact Area 2 and request some No Waiting signs on either side of the works up to the double yellow lines to prevent parking which was causing difficulties.
1.  Apologies for Absence.  Apologies were received from Cllr. H. Bainbridge, Cllr. Mrs P. Chapman, Cllr. D. Murkett and Cllr. A. Turner. 

2.  To approve and sign the minutes of the previous meeting held on 14th January 2010.

The minutes of the Meetings held on 14h January 2010 were approved and signed.
NORTH YORKSHIRE POLICE.

No Report.  See report from County Councillor Huxtable.
3. To receive the report from County Councillor N. Huxtable on items of relevance to Sowerby and Thirsk.

Cllr. Huxtable had met with Inspector Osborne that afternoon and brought apologies from him that he was involved in an incident and unable to attend the meeting.  He had sent a Safer Neighbourhood newsletter and asked Cllr. Huxtable to report that two anti social behaviour cases had resulted in imprisonment and three were in custody.  Incidents of motor vehicle damage had occurred in Sowerby and measures had been put in place to hopefully catch the culprits.  Sickness had caused the Market Place Office to have varied opening hours. 
Gritting.  The 25% reduction imposed by the Government had not been lifted and as there were no fresh supplies grit bins were not being refilled.

Parked cars causing congestion at Gravel Hole Lane and Back Lane.  The Safer Neighbourhood Watch Team will be ticketing offenders.

Pedestrian Crossing on Topcliffe Road.  The lighting had been assessed and found to be adequate.  It was noted that some drivers were not stopping for pedestrians waiting to cross.
4.  To receive reports from District Councillors.

Cllr. Robson reported that the Scrutiny Committee meeting had been postponed until the following week.  The Skate Park proposal had not been considered  and the Planning Department had asked for an independent noise assessment report.

 5.  To Discuss Matters Arising.
5.1 Path at Manor Farm.  On going.
5:2 Play Area.  Murphys had not replied to a reminder about the damaged fence panels. To pursue.
5:3 Hedge at Thirsk and Sowerby Institute.  The work would be done in due course.
5:4 Memorial Park Hedge.  Planning Application Forms had been received and would be completed.
5.5 Grit Bin for Southlands Court.   HDC were unable to supply the residents with a bin as their road was private.

5.6 No Cold Calling.   David Titchener would attend the March meeting and give a short presentation.
6.  Planning Applications.  

6a
Decisions.
See updated pro-forma.  

6b
New Applications.
See updated pro forma. 
Cllr. Robson declared an interest as a member of the Development Management Committee and did not vote or chair the discussion about the proposed skate park.  Cllr. Bardon chaired the discussion.
A letter from Mrs Cooke raising objections to the proposal was read.
Cllr. Robson declared an interest as a member of the Development Management Committee and did not vote or chair the discussion about the proposed pharmacy at Tesco.  Cllr. Bardon chaired the discussion.

7.  Financial Matters.


7a
Receipts.  As tabled.


7b
Payments for approval.  
8.  To Receive Correspondence.

Dorothy Ashall.  Complaint about proposed TPO on trees outside Broadacres housing on Front Street.
Great North Air Ambulance.  Request for donation.

Aire Valley Tree Consultancy Ltd.  Tree Report to be undertaken week commencing 8th February 2010.

Miles Bainbridge.  Quote for work to remove hedge in Memorial Park and replace with fence.

NSPCC.  Campaign to raise awareness of NSPCC Helpline.

Model Standing Orders.  To be circulated by email in readiness for discussion and adoption at March Meeting.
9. To Receive Reports from Sub-Committees.

TRI.  Police ‘YO7 Divert’.  A multi agency approach towards diverting young people away from anti-social behaviour was in the early stages of being set up.  Monthly discos were being arranged and sports at Alanbrooke Barracks were being planned.  The next multi agency meeting would be held on 9th March.
The TRI meeting had discussed the recent move of The Clock.

10.  Any Other Business.

Litter around Thirsk School.  The Clerk was asked to write another letter to the school asking for their help to discourage the young people from dropping litter on their way to and from school.  The provision of more litter bins would be looked in to.
Sledging Debris on Pudding Pie Hill.  Parish Councillors would volunteer to clear this up.

Damaged Fences to the east of Cod Beck on the Flatts.  Cllr Robson would talk to Mr. Bamlett about repairing these fallen fences.

Motorbike Scooters using the Flatts Cycleway.  Notices banning the use of the cycleway by scooters would be investigated.

Letter to MP re Thirsk Station.  There had been no response.

Invitation to Chairman to attend the opening of the extension to the swimming pool facilities.  Cllr. Robson would attend.
There being no further business, it was proposed by Cllr. Stratton and moved that the meeting go into closed session and then closed at 21.00 hrs.
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