Minutes of the Meeting of Sowerby Parish Council

held in Thirsk and Sowerby Town Hall,

on Thursday 12th February 2009.

Present.

Cllr. W. Austin, Cllr. H. Bainbridge, Cllr. P. Bardon, Cllr. Mrs P. Chapman, Cllr. P. Evans, Cllr. Mrs S. Kendall, Cllr. M. Robson, Cllr. Ms. E. Storm, Cllr. D. Stratton, Cllr. A. Turner and County Councillor Barton.
In Attendance.

2 members of the Public.

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC   

A member of the public had observed that on many occasions only one gate of the Play Area was unlocked.  He felt it would be more beneficial for push chair users to have the gate near to the equipment for younger children open.
A member of the public spoke on behalf of the Methodist Chapel congregation saying that they felt upset that they had been singled out for causing congestion on Front Street and that the information had been published in the press before the PC letter had been communicated to the congregation. 

He also wished to publicise the coffee mornings held in the Methodist Church Hall.
1.  Apologies for Absence.
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. D. Murkett.
Kathy Donnelly, who was to have spoken about the North Yorkshire Local Involvement Network (LINK) sent apologies for non attendance because of the bad weather conditions.  She would attend the March meeting, weather permitting.
2.  To approve and sign the minutes of the previous meetings held on 8th January 2009.
The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting and the Closed Council meeting held on 8th January 2009 were approved and signed.

3.  To receive report from NY Police.  There was no report.

4. To receive the report from County Councillor W. Barton on items of relevance to Sowerby and Thirsk.

County Councillor Barton reported that there would be a 3.94% increase in the County Rates.  He noted that all the industrial estates were full except for Dalton at 70%.  
Cllr. Turner asked that consideration be given to the use of farmers with snow ploughs as used to be the case in years gone by, to help clear local roads.
5.  To discuss proposed disc parking and residents parking scheme in parts of Sowerby.

Cllr Robson explained that information about this new initiative had been in the public arena since 3rd February but the Council had only received the full plans on 12th February, giving the Council no time to look into the proposals.  He proposed and it was agreed that a special meeting should be arranged to which affected residents and an Area 2 representative would be invited.
He reminded Councillors that they should not write letters under the Sowerby Parish Council Authority, unless specifically authorised to do so.
6.  To receive reports from District Councillors.

Cllr. Robson reported that there would be a £3.30 per annum increase per Band D property for the 2009 -2010 Hambleton District Council Community Tax.
7.  To Discuss Matters Arising.

7:1  Travellers on A19. The outcome of the discussions at a NYCC meeting in early January was unknown.

7:2  Street Lights at  The Pines.  There was no further development about this matter.
7:3  Incorrect Yellow Lines on Blakey Lane and Front Street junction.  There was no further development about this matter.

7:4  Persimmon/Wimpey Site.  It was reported that most of the roads had been properly surfaced.  Arrangements for the Section 106 monies had not yet been concluded.
7:5 Tesco.  The Council was pleased to note that the required drainage work had been completed.
7:6  Old Post Office.  The Council was noted that the required building work on the top of the wall had been completed.

7:7  Flatt’s Field.  Cllr Robson reported that the matter of the new bollard was being dealt with.

7:8  Work to Village Greens.  It was agreed that this would be an agenda item for a future meeting.  A few letters had been received from residents asking for the road surfaces to be improved.  The letter reminding residents off the Greens about parking on the grass, had been delivered.
7:9  Parking outside the Council Office.  Whilst initially there had been some improvement from the shop-owner involved, the situation had again deteriorated.  There continued to be a lot of parking outside the other shop.  Councillors decided to ask the Police to intervene and as a last resort bollards would be positioned so as to stop all parking.

7:10 Thirsk Clock.  A possible new site for The Clock had been identified and negotiations were underway.
7:11  Sowerby CP School.  The impressive Family Centre had been opened.

7:12  Play Area.  Proludic had been contacted about the deteriorating surface.

7:13  Swimming Pool.  The development was being held up because of a funding shortfall.  News was awaited from Sport England.

7:14  Parking Issues.  It was noted that there were still problems around the Fish and Chip shop.  The Police would be asked to look at the matter again.

7:15  Building Infill.  A letter had been received from HDC, noting that there were no regulations pertaining to infill, other than that they should be sympathetic to the surrounding properties.
7:16  Blakey Bridge Repairs.  Taller bollards had been positioned.  The damaged bollards were still in the beck and would be dealt with at a later date.
7:17  Car Parking Charges.  Thirsk Town Council had agreed with the suggestion that charges should not be enforced during December and at other special events and had written to HDC.

7:18  Christmas Tree.  Cllr. Robson informed the Council that the lights had been fitted free of charge by Steven Dresser.
8.  Planning Applications.  

8a
Decisions.
See updated pro-forma.

8b
New Applications.

See updated pro forma.  
9.  Financial Matters.


9a
Receipts.  As tabled.


9b
Payments for approval.  As tabled.

10. To Receive Correspondence.
St Oswald’s Church.  A letter had been received from Rev. N. Carnall pointing out that graveyard space was running out and that there could be none left in four years time.  Cllr. Bardon explained that delicate negotiations had been taking place to obtain land for a further 400 spaces.

Flatts Walk.  A letter had been received from Mr C. Purser regarding cycling on the Flatts Walk.  He asked the Council to consider altering it to a dual cycleway and path.  It was agreed that the matter would be revisited and NYCC contacted.
HDC.  The County and European Elections would be held on June 4th 2009.
Woodland Group.  Cllr. Storm announced that the Woodland Group was soon to plant the 5000th tree and wondered if it could be planted in Sowerby before the end of March.  The Flatt’s Trust would be contacted about the possibility of Miss Warner’s Field.

HDC LDF.  The Local Development Framework would be included in the March agenda.

11.  To consider the provision of a village community notice board.

Sowerby WI had asked if their notices could be displayed in the Parish Council window.  The Council agreed in principal that it would be preferable to provide a village notice board in a central location.  Various locations would be considered and owners would be approached.  A quotation from a local craftsman would be obtained to compare with notice boards from catalogues.
12. To Receive Reports from Sub-Committees.

Town Hall.  Work to the heating system was nearly complete.  A 2% increase in rent would be introduced from 1st April 2009.
Sowerby CP School.  A six week’s gardening course was about to begin.  A production of The Sound of Music was to be produced at Ampleforth by the children on 28th February.
13. Any Other Business.

Football Changing Rooms.  Cllr. Turner reported that equipment was being left around the changing rooms, which was then being used as ammunition by youths.  Cllr. Robson offered to talk to the Chairman of the Football Association.

Dog Warden.  A new warden was now employed by HDC.

Topcliffe Road.  Cllr. Stratton was concerned that the grass verges were virtually non existent.  NYCC would be informed.
Road Signs.  The sign for Topcliffe Road, opposite the Parish Council Office is damaged and the sign for Gravel Hole lane is missing.  HDC would be notified.

Litter Bins.  Two litter bins were required for Gravel Hole Lane.

VISAR.  There were complaints about car wash signs on the verges of Topcliffe Road which had then been moved into the hedge.  The landowner was most displeased.  Cllr. Robson said the matter was being dealt with.

Dog Bin.  A bin had been ordered for the area near to the swimming pool.
 

      There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.45 hrs.
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