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North Yorkshire Parish Survey
Topline Results
(1st June 2007)

• This topline shows results for a postal survey conducted among North Yorkshire parish
clerks by Ipsos MORI between 30th April - 25th May 2007 on behalf of the North Yorkshire
District Council Network. A questionnaire was sent to all 605 addresses from a list
provided by the North Yorkshire District Council Network. A reminder questionnaire was
sent to non respondents on 14th May 2007.

• Results are based on responses from 388 parish clerks, representing a response rate of
64%. Question 1 gave clerks the opportunity to state whether their response was given
on their own, their council’s or their chair’s behalf, or was completed by the parish chair
or other parish council representative.

• Where percentages do not add up to 100, this may be due to computer rounding or the
exclusion of ‘don’t know’ categories.

• An asterisk (*) indicates a percentage of less than 0.5% but greater than zero.

• Data are unweighted

• Full computer tabulations have been provided to Aly Thompson at Hambleton District
Council

Q1. Firstly, please can you confirm who this questionnaire is completed by?
%

Town or parish clerk – giving a
personal view

29

Town or parish clerk – reflecting
the view of the councillors

24

Town or parish chairperson –
giving a personal view

18

Town or parish chairperson –
reflecting the view of the

councillors
17

Councillor – giving a personal
view

2

Councillor – reflecting the view of
the councillors

2

Other 7

Q2. Is your council a town council, parish council or parish meeting?
%

Town council 6
Parish council 67

Parish meeting 27
Not stated 1
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Q3. In which of the following district areas is your town or parish council?

%
Craven 15

Hambleton 21
Harrogate 14

Richmondshire 14
Ryledale 19

Scarborough 7
Selby 9

Not stated 1

Q4. Approximately, what is the population of your parish area?
%

Less than 100 12
100-199 15
200-299 16
300-399 12
400-499 6
500-999 12

1,000 – 1,999 7
2,000 – 2,999 4
3,000 – 3,999 2
4,000 or more 4

Don’t know 6
Not stated 4

Q5. Compared to other town and parish councils of which you are aware in North
Yorkshire would you say that your town or parish council or parish meeting is..?

%
Very active 26

Fairly active 49
Not very active 18
Not at all active 6

Don’t know 2

Q6.a) How well informed do you think that your District Council keeps you about the
services and benefits it provides?

b) And how well informed do you think that the County Council keeps you about the
services and benefits it provides?

(a)

District

(b)

County

% %
Keeps us very well informed 38 17
Keeps us fairly well informed 48 49

Gives us only a limited amount of
information

12 27

Does not tells us about what they do 1 3
Don’t know 1 1
Not stated * 2
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Q7. There are proposals to create a single council providing all services across the whole
of North Yorkshire based on the current county boundary and covering the seven
district areas. How much do you feel that you know about this issue?

%
A great deal 11

A fair amount 62
Not very much 25

Nothing at all 1
Don’t know 0
Not stated *

Q8. How strongly do you agree or disagree with the view that there is a need to change
from the existing two-tier system of the district council and county council to a new
system with a single authority providing all services covering the whole of North
Yorkshire?

%
Strongly agree 5
Tend to agree 16

Neither agree nor disagree 12
Tend to disagree 26

Strongly disagree 40
Don’t know 1
Not stated 1

Q9. Why do you say this?
TOP TEN MENTIONS %

Would be too remote from the
people it serves/difficult to

access
18

Too big/diverse an area to be
ruled by a single/unitary council

18

Present system works well/if it’s
not broken why fix it

12

It will cost money/be too
expensive/be a waste of money

9

Loose control of local
issues/would not be responsive

to local issues
7

Would be greater
efficiency/improve local services

6

Could make substantial cost
reductions/be more cost effective

5

Other areas/parishes will
suffer/get lost

5

Will reduce democratic
representation

4

Would lose local contact/contact
with those who understand

concerns of locals/people we
have a relationship with

4
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Q10. How strongly do you agree or disagree with the view that, rather than creating a single
council providing all services across the whole of North Yorkshire, it would be better if
the existing county and the seven district councils worked more effectively together?

%
Strongly agree 41
Tend to agree 27

Neither agree nor disagree 12
Tend to disagree 12

Strongly disagree 5
Don’t know 1
Not stated 1

Q11. Why do you say this?
TOP ELEVEN MENTIONS %

Present system works well/ if it's
not broke why fix it

10

District authority more aware of
what is required

6

Will be more efficient/ better
efficiency would reduce costs 6

No evidence they have worked
well/ have had good relationship

in the past
6

Will increase costs/cost too
much to alter

4

Duplication of resources 4
Economies to be made by

combining/ sharing services
3

Would be too remote from
people it serves

3

Would cost less to improve
current services than start new

system from scratch
3

Don't know enough to comment 3
If they worked

better/communicated better the
need for this wouldn't arise

3

Decision making needs to be
local

3
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Q12.a) When the decision is made about whether or not to replace the existing system of
two local authorities, the district council and county council, with a new system with
one council providing all public services, which three or four things in the list below,
if any, do you think should be taken into account?

b) …and from the same list, which do you think is the single most important issue to
take into account?

(a) (b)

Take
into

account

Most
important

Ease of contacting the council % 41 4
Being accountable to local

people % 69 29

Historical or traditional place
names % 3 *

Cost of services % 69 19
Level of information about the

council and its services % 9 1

Access to local councillors % 33 3
Quality of services % 73 31

Responding to local people’s
wishes % 54 16

Sense of local community % 20 2
Size of population covered % 11 1

None of these % * *
Don’t know % * 1
Not stated % 2 3
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Q13. Imagine that there was a single council providing all services across the whole of North
Yorkshire. Below are some statements that people have made about this proposal. How
strongly do you agree or disagree with each one?

Strongly
agree

Tend to
agree

Neither/
nor

Tend to
disagree

Strongly
disagree

Don’t
know

Not
stated

% % % % % % %

A single council
providing all services in

North Yorkshire would
be remote and less in

touch with local people
and local issues

51 24 9 9 5 1 2

With a single council it
would be clearer who is

responsible for local
services

15 36 13 22 11 1 2

The change to a single
council would be too

disruptive
28 30 22 12 5 2 3

It won’t affect this town
or parish council if there

is a single council in
North Yorkshire or not

2 13 11 29 39 4 2

A single council would
be more efficient than
the current system of

two councils

8 19 15 28 25 3 2

The change to a single
council would mean that

local councillors would
have less power to

improve things in their
local area

29 29 13 18 6 4 1

North Yorkshire is too
big an area to be served

by one council providing
all services

51 19 9 10 7 1 2

A new single council
would provide

opportunities for an
enhanced role for town

and parish councils

6 24 26 20 15 7 2

There should be an
enhanced role for town

and parish councils
regardless of whether or

not there is a change
from a two-tier to a

unitary local
government system

20 36 21 12 5 4 2

Local decisions should
be made by local people 54 34 6 1 1 1 3

I would like to have
more information before

making up my mind
21 23 25 9 7 2 14
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Q14. Below are some statements about all local government in North Yorkshire. How strongly
you agree or disagree with each one?

Strongly
agree

Tend to
agree

Neither/
nor

Tend to
disagree

Strongly
disagree

Don’t
know

Not
stated

% % % % % % %
Leaders of the county

council and all the district
councils in North Yorkshire

should meet together
regularly to take forward the

needs of the county as a
whole

44 44 6 1 2 1 2

It wouldn’t matter to my
parish if there were fewer

county/district councillors
representing this area,

providing all areas in the
county are fairly

represented

7 31 11 23 26 1 1

The current system of local
government, with a district

and county council, is
confusing

11 22 16 29 21 1 1

Q15.

In January 2007, North Yorkshire County Council submitted a response to the
Government’s invitation to councils in England to make proposals for future unitary
structures. This document ‘A New Council for North Yorkshire’ sets out the county
council’s proposals for the creation of a unitary council in North Yorkshire replacing
the current two-tier system.

How much, if anything would you say that you know about this document?
%

Not heard of the document 4
Heard of the document but know

nothing about it 9

Know a little about the document
but have not read any of it

18

Read some of the document 47
Read all of the document 21

Not stated 1
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Q16.

‘A New Council for North Yorkshire’ suggests that it may be appropriate to devolve
certain services to town or parish councils, where the following conditions are met:

The town or parish council wishes to undertake the function
The town or parish council would be able to effectively discharge the function
There are not any significant adverse effects on efficiency that will have to be
passed on to council tax payers

In principle, how much do you support or oppose the devolving of certain service to
parishes where these three conditions are met?

%
Strongly support 16
Tend to support 39

Neither support or oppose 17
Tend to oppose 13
Strongly oppose 8

Don’t know 4
Not stated 2

Q17.a) And if the three conditions are met, which of the following services, if any, do you
think may be appropriate to devolve to town or parish councils in general?

b) And of those which, if any, do you think it may be appropriate to devolve to your town
or parish council in particular?

(a) (b)
Town or parish

councils in
general

Your town or
parish council
in particular

% %
Grass cutting 67 55

Village greens 66 44
Maintaining community facilities

(e.g. village halls)
59 35

Play and recreational facilities 54 33
Maintaining footpaths 46 28

Allotments 45 18
Parks and open spaces 44 22

Bus shelters 39 26
Local recycling 37 22
Street cleaning 33 18

Public toilets 29 9
Local support services for

vulnerable people
26 10

Tourism initiatives 22 6
Other 8 3

None of these 10 16
Not stated 6 11
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Q18. How strongly do you agree or disagree with the view that there is scope for
strengthening the links between principal councils and town and parish councils…

a) …under the current two-tier council structure?
b) …were there to be a single council for North Yorkshire?

(a) (b)

Current
two-tier

structure

Single
council

% %
Strongly agree 31 37
Tend to agree 45 26

Neither agree nor disagree 13 12
Tend to disagree 6 9

Strongly disagree 1 8
Don’t know 1 4
Not stated 2 5

Q19. Any other comments you would like to make:
TOP ELEVEN MENTIONS %
Already receive too much/
unnecessary information/

paperwork for a small council
10

Poor service provision in our
area/ need better services

10

Experience has shown that
services provided by North

Yorkshire are poor
10

Concerns about local decision
making/ if locals will be allowed

to make their own decisions
10

Local residents not consulted/
decisions made without local

representation
6

It would be costly/ cost will be
prohibitive

5

Single authority would be too
large/remote/out of

touch/unmanageable
4

Idea is unacceptable/disagree
with proposals/ will not be

beneficial
4

Parishes/ Districts are too small
to take on extra duties/ lack of

resources/ funding/ training
3

Already receive good service
provision from local council

3

Restructuring would not save
money/ would only increase

duplication/ bureaucracy
3




