Minutes of the Meeting of Sowerby Parish Council

held in Thirsk and Sowerby Town Hall,

on Thursday 17th December 2009.

Present.

Cllr. Austin, Cllr. H. Bainbridge, Cllr. Mrs P. Chapman, Cllr. P. Evans, Cllr. M. Robson and Cllr. D. Stratton. 

In Attendance.

1 Member of the Public.

Inspector Tim Osborne, N. Yorkshire Police.

County Councillor Neville Huxtable.

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC   

Concern over a leaking roof at the Swimming Pool was passed to Cllr.  Huxtable as Chairman of the Bath’s Committee.

It was noted that some work had been carried out to two parts of the Green’s Roads.  Cllr. Robson noted that the Parish Council was unable to do anymore with the sunken footpath near Manor Farm entrance and Highways would have to be consulted if flooding persisted.

Questions were raised about the removal of the hedge in the Memorial Park.  The Chairman reported that quotes were being sought for a new fence which, because of its height may require planning permission.  In the meantime the hedge had been trimmed.

NORTH YORKSHIRE POLICE.

Inspector Osborne informed the meeting of various projects for the youth of the town as well as members of the wider community.  Events at Carrs Field and boxing at Alanbrooke Barracks, for selected young people were being organised.  A mobile surgery would be stationed at Tescos having a different theme each month.  The youth disco at Aspire on November 4th had been well received and would be repeated on a monthly basis.  PC Nigel Warlby would accompany the Mobile Library Service around the villages taking the Police Service to the community.  Neighbourhood Watch was being expanded and communication would be improved through the use of Ringmaster.  PC Claire Mayes would be in charge of Country Watch where poaching was being tackled.  Security was to be improved at Thirsk School and Sowerby Primary School and surrounding householders would be encouraged to join School Watch.  The Police were visiting Thirsk School each Wednesday lunch time.  It was pleasing that local organisations were offering help and there was a change in public opinion.  Policing in Hambleton and Richmondshire would be joining together again in April, which would be a positive move.

Concern was raised about parents parking cars on the pavements in the vicinity of all the schools in Sowerby, causing a hazard.  The Police are aware of the problems. 

Best wishes were sent from Sowerby Parish Council to all at the Safer Neighbourhood Team.

1.  Apologies for Absence.  Apologies were received from Cllr. P. Bardon, Cllr. Kendall, Cllr. D. Murkett, Cllr. E. Storm and Cllr. A. Turner.

2.  To approve and sign the minutes of the previous meeting held on 12th November  2009.

The minutes of the Meetings held on 12th November 2009 were approved and signed.

3. To receive the report from County Councillor N. Huxtable on items of relevance to Sowerby and Thirsk.

Cllr. Huxtable reported that he was encouraged by improvements in Neighbourhood Policing in the area.  Junior Watch was being introduced in the schools.

He was pleased to report the completion of the pedestrian crossing on Topcliffe Road.

Cllr Huxtable had tried to follow up the matter of Blakey Lane 30mph roundels with Area 2 who had no knowledge of the request.  Evidence would be forwarded.

Cllr. Huxtable reported that NYCC had admitted fault over the matter of Incorrect Yellow Lines on Blakey Lane and Front Street junction.  As it would be very difficult to remove the present lines they had agreed that when they needed replacing it would be with the narrower lines.

White lines had been reinstated at he junction of Gravel Hole Lane and Front Street.

The Police were continuing to investigate parking issues on Gravel Hole Lane and Back Lane and there would be a report in January.

He reported that the Fire Authority working in the Ryedale area dealt with speed monitoring differently to the Hambleton Area and he was hoping to have a big presentation organised as many of the communities in his ‘patch’ might be interested in a different approach.

Questions were raised about water rescue, which is not a funded service in the County.  Police are not allowed to go into the water and aid has to be brought in from Northumberland.

Cllr. Huxtable was asked to initiate work on potholes in Saxty Way and Back Lane as well as flood alleviation work at the end of Front Street near to the new bridge.

4.  To receive reports from District Councillors.

Cllr. Robson reported that the parking restriction signs had been changed to 3 hours in Tesco’s car park. He agreed to talk to the manager about attempts by the store to deter motorists from turning immediately left opposite the main doors.  He had spoken to Jayne Charlton at Area 2 about the bollards and parking issues outside the Council Office.  As a lot of new signage was being positioned in the vicinity it had been decided to wait a while to see if the obstruction problems lessened.  He reminded Councillors that parking charges would be suspended over the Christmas period.  He was asked to discuss with HDC concerns over charging for replacing stolen bus passes.

5.  To Discuss Matters Arising.

5:1 Persimmon / Wimpey Site.  Ongoing.
5:2 Play Area.  Murphys had not replied to a reminder about the damaged fence panels. 

5:3  Flatts Seat.  The seat would be positioned when conditions allowed.

5:4  Railway Station.  Cllr. Storm had attended an informal meeting with Railway Managers and some members of Thirsk Town Council.

5:5  SowerbyNOW.  An email from SowerbyNOW had been received welcoming the appointment of Cllr.Turner as a link person.

5:6  Hedge at Thirsk and Sowerby Institute.  No work had been done so consideration may be given to the Council organising the work.

5:7  Chairman / Headmaster meeting.  An informal meeting had taken place. As the school is in Sowerby Parish, Sowerby PC would be kept informed of developments.  The skate park proposal was discussed.

5.8 Article 4 Update.  Cllr. Robson reported that this matter would be discussed at the March HDC Cabinet meeting following opportunities for public discussion.

5.9 Hedge at rear of Fourways.  Tesco had arranged for the overgrown hedge to be trimmed.  The Chairman had met with M. Brierly and discussed his offensive letter and informed him that the Police were aware of the contents of his letter, which were completely out of order.

5.10.  Willow Tree at the junction of Saxty Way with Topcliffe Road.  Cllr. Stratton informed the meeting about problems with said tree.

5.11 Council Office.  The office was now back in use.

5.12  Carols Around the Tree.  Members were reminded of the forthcoming 

event.

 6.  Planning Applications.  

6a
Decisions.
See updated pro-forma.  

6b
New Applications.

See updated pro forma. 

7.  Thirsk Clock Update.  Cllr Evans informed members that it was proposed to relocate Thirsk Clock to the hall behind the Methodist Chapel on St James’ Green.  There was regret that the Committee had not been in a position to inform local residents earlier.  A meeting with them had been arranged for December 21st.  He stressed that the Clock was not the cause of Youth problems.

In the present economic climate, funding sources were proving difficult o find and Cllr. Evans noted that both Thirsk TC and Sowerby PC would be approached for financial support.

8.  Financial Matters.


8a
Receipts.  As tabled.


8b
Payments for approval.  As tabled, but with the inclusion of a £100 payment to RBL for wreaths for Remembrance Day.


To discuss quotation from Proludic to supply and fit spares to 
equipment in the Play Area.


A quotation for a further £1319.95 to provide and fit spares for 
equipment in the Play Area, was approved by Council.  Concern was 
expressed at the need to replace the zip wire cable so soon after 
installation, but it was acknowledged that the equipment had had heavy 
use.

9.  To Receive Correspondence.

North Yorkshire Fire and Rescue.  Summary of Accounts 2008/9.

NYCC.  Notice of road closure at Topcliffe Road 30 Nov - 4 Dec.

Proludic.  Spares Quotation.  New swing seats, New cable.  £1319.96 + VAT.

NYCC.  Confirmation of Public Path Diversion Order.

CE  Electric UK.  Information leaflets and posters.

Aire Valley Tree Consultancy Ltd.  Quotation for Comprehensive Arboricultural report.  £750.00 + Estimate for pruning the Lime Trees.  £4250.00.  To be included in January agenda.

10. To Receive Reports from Sub-Committees.

Thirsk and Sowerby Flatts PreservationTrust.  Cllr. Robson had been elected Chairman at the recent AGM.  Work on the Changing Rooms was moving forward and thanks were expressed to local businesses for their support.

11.  Any Other Business.

Victoria Avenue - Cllr Evans informed the meeting of a recent chimney collapse.  Cllr. Robson was thanked for arranging that the bin wagons called at a later date, having been prevented from entering the Avenue on the day of the collapse.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.45 hrs.
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