Minutes of the Meeting of Sowerby Parish Council

held in Thirsk and Sowerby Town Hall,

on Thursday 4th December 2008.

Present.
Cllr. P. Bardon, Cllr. P. Evans, Cllr. M. Robson, Cllr. Ms. E. Storm, Cllr. D. Stratton, Cllr. A. Turner and County Councillor Barton 

In Attendance.

1 member of the Public.

Ian Noble, Darlington and Stockton Times.

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC   

The member of the public wished to raise matters arising concerning the hedge in the Memorial Park, the road surfaces in the Persimmon development, Ivydene, Tesco and Blakey Bridge and was prepared to await their discussion during the course of the meeting.

1.  Apologies for Absence.
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. Mrs P. Chapman, Cllr. Mrs S. Kendall, and Cllr. D. Murkett, 

2.  To approve and sign the minutes of the previous meeting held on 13th November 2008.

The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 13th November 2008 were approved and signed.

3.  To receive report from NY Police.  There was no report.
4. To receive the report from County Councillor W. Barton on items of relevance to Sowerby and Thirsk.

County Councillor Barton reported that he was in discussion with C. Cllr. Patmore about the travellers on the A19.   The Chairman reiterated that this was a County Council and Police matter and Sowerby Parish Council had no powers to intervene.  New Government rules had been introduced.

Cllr. Barton reported that a member of the public had claimed a right to ride his bike on the Flatt’s Walk.  Cllr. Robson pointed out that there was a cycling ban on the Flatt’s walk.

Cllr. Barton said that Cllr. Neville Huxtable hoped to succeed him at the next election.

5.  To receive reports from District Councillors.

Cllr. Robson reported that he would attend the Development Control meeting the following week.  The Overview and Scrutiny Committee was looking at the next topics.

6.  To Discuss Matters Arising
.

6.1 Street Lights at  The Pines.  Cllr. Robson was liasing with Sarah Boasman, the Enforcement Officer, over the matter of incorrect street lights which were awaiting adoption.  Cllr. Turner reiterated the need to be vigilant for breaches of planning conditions.

6.2 Incorrect Yellow Lines on Blakey Lane and Front Street junction.  Cllr. Robson reported that Graham Hind NYCC was seeking advice from NY Police.

6.3 Leyllandii Trees in Memorial Park.  Cllr. Robson reported that the Police and Environmental Health Department were concerned about the public safety issues surrounding the trees.  The Police will send their recommendations via Joy Swithenbank at NYCC.

6.4 Persimmon/Wimpey Site.  Concern was expressed at the delay in getting the matter of the road surface and the street lights completed.  Once the builders hand the site over, the Parish and County Council will be able to get involved.
6.5 Motor Cyclists on Topcliffe Road.  The police had stopped three offenders.  
6.6 Tesco.  A response had been received from Tescos acknowledging that there was a problem with water collecting on the footpath and giving assurance that the matter would be dealt with before Christmas.
6.7 Old Post Office.  A reply was awaited from Building Control concerning inappropriate building materials.
6.8 Flatt’s Field.  Cllr Robson reported that a new bollard would be in place as soon as possible and discussions would take place with the Flatt’s Trust about the cost and future action.
6.9 Mr Chris Lewis.  Cllr. Robson hoped to be invited to an event on 15th December where he would be able to convey the Parish Council’s gratitude to mark the retirement of Mr Lewis, Headmaster.
.

7.  Planning Applications.  

7a
Decisions.
See updated pro-forma.

7b
New Applications.

See updated pro forma.  
8.  To rescind a minute regarding the maximum period of time served by the Chairman in the life of the Council.

Cllr D. Stratton proposed that a motion that no Chairman of the Council shall serve longer than two years as such during the life of the Council, proposed by Cllr. Hubbard at the Annual Meeting of the Sowerby Parish Council on 12th May 1983 and moved by Cllr. Hubbard and seconded by Cllr. I. Buck on 16th June 1983 be rescinded.  The motion was seconded by Cllr Turner and approved by all present at the meeting.

9.  To agree a contribution to the Citizen’s advice Bureau.

Cllr. Stratton proposed that £100.00 be donated to CAB.  The motion was seconded by Cllr. Storm.

10.  Financial Matters.


10a
Receipts.  As tabled.


10b
Payments for approval.  The payments were approved as tabled, with the addition of payments to Citizen’s Advice Bureau of £100.00 and a contribution of £100.00 to the Royal British Legion towards the cost of wreaths.


10c
The Clerk was asked to check the revised pay scale.

11.  To adopt the Freedom of Information Act 2008.

Council agreed to adopt the Freedom of Information Act 2008 as published.

Cllr. Robson made it clear that adoption of the Act did not preclude meetings being held in Closed Council, should there be a need.

Concern was raised about difficulties in finding Sowerby Parish Council’s entry on the new HDC website.  It was agreed that instructions would be included in the next edition of SowerbyNOW.

12.  To consider further improvements to the Village Greens.

Cllr. Robson outlined previous work carried out to improve access to the Village Greens.  He pointed out that the area outside numbers 92-96 had not been improved and informed Council that there was now a need to make some improvements in order to protect the Green as a whole.  Two estimates had been received to carry out work to the Greens and fill with hard core to allow a better movement of vehicles.  Cllr. Stratton proposed and the meeting agreed that Wizard’s lower quotation of £1300 + VAT be approved.  The quotation also included remedial work to the entrance to Manor Farm, where water collects causing difficulties for pedestrians.  Cllr. Robson felt that there would not be any damage to the trees and stated that the work did not require planning permission.

It was suggested that a leaflet outlining suitable etiquette in the use of the Green access for parking, be distributed.

13. To Receive Correspondence.

Hodgson  Complaint about non gritting of pavements.

DH Multi Services.  Quotation re mole control.

NYCC.  Highways North Yorkshire.  Notice of works to Pack Horse. Bridge in Spring 2009.  Request for any relevant information.

HDC.  Street Naming and Numbering.  New Property to rear of Orchard Dell.  Gems, Back Lane, YO7 1NQ.

Sowerby NOW.

NYCC. Budget and Council Plan Consultation.

Bowling Club.  Grateful thanks were expressed for the new fencing.

Re NYCC.  It was acknowledged that the County Council had struggled with icy road and pavement clearance on what had been a difficult day. (Dec 4th) but the recycling collection had taken place.
14. To Receive Reports from Sub-Committees.


Sowerby CP School.  The school was involved with a Numeracy and Literacy Improvement Strategy.  It was hoping to save £2000.00 by switching off lights in a recycle, re-use and reduce initiative.  Pupils had participated in a mini marathon.  Cllr. Stratton reported that the school was a happy school.

15. Any Other Business.

· Parking at Town End.  The Chairman explained to the meeting that despite numerous requests the owner of the vehicle, which was frequently parked at Town End obstructing pedestrians and driver’s vision, continued to park there.  NY Police had been asked to ticket the offender should it continue.  It was decided that a final letter of warning would be sent to the vehicle owner with a copy to NY Police.

· A request was made that the Council move into Closed Session.

      There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.45 hrs.
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