Minutes of the Meeting of Sowerby Parish Council

held in Thirsk and Sowerby Town Hall,

on Thursday 6th August 2009.

Present.

Cllr. W. Austin, Cllr. P. Bardon, Cllr. H. Bainbridge, Cllr. Mrs P. Chapman, Cllr. P. Evans, Cllr. Mrs S. Kendall, Cllr. D. Murkett, Cllr. M. Robson and Cllr. D. Stratton. 
In Attendance.

None.
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC   

None.

1.  Apologies for Absence.  Apologies were received Cllr. Ms. E. Storm and County Councillor N. Huxtable.
2.  To approve and sign the minutes of the previous meetings held on 9th July 2009.

The minutes of the Meetings held on 9th July 2009 were approved and signed.

3. To receive the report from County Councillor N. Huxtable on items of relevance to Sowerby and Thirsk.

Cllr. Robson read the following report on behalf of Cllr. Huxtable.
-Front Street - Blakey Lane Double Yellow Lines.   This has been passed to a
traffic officer to investigate and I will have an answer in 4/6 weeks.
-Footpath Croft Heads to Kings Gardens.   An inspector will look at it next
week and report back to me.
-Blakey Bridge - Hedges.   An Inspector has been out and will be asking the
owners to trim them back.
-Potholes in Green Lane West, gully cleaning, street lights Gravel Hole
Lane/School Garth/Topcliffe Road are all subject to emails sent to your
Clerk.
-Policing.   I have a meeting with the area commander Chief
Superintendent on 21st August.
-I have asked for footpath winter gritting to be considered in parts of the
village.
-Have received a complaint concerning youths using bikes on the footpath
between Front Street and the rear of the doctor’s surgery.   Can you please
investigate?
-Todd’s waste treatment site decision deferred.  A site visit would be organised.

4.  To receive reports from District Councillors.

Cllr. Robson had attended a meeting of The People, Sustainable Communities and Excellence Overview and Scrutiny Committee of which he is the Chairman looking at Customer satisfaction and costs and in future would be reviewing the ICT department.
5.  To Discuss Matters Arising.
5.1  Lights along Gravel Hole Lane.  NYCC had responded but declined to install lights.  They suggested contact be made with HDC.
5.2 Dog Fouling.  A complaint had been sent in and would be followed up.
5:3  Street Lights at  The Pines.  It was agreed to keep this matter on the agenda.
5.4  Incorrect Yellow Lines on Blakey Lane and Front Street junction.  It was agreed to keep this matter on the agenda.

5.5 Persimmon / Wimpey Site.  Ongoing.
5.6  Parking outside the Council Office.  There continued to be a lot of parking outside the Tattoo shop.  The Council is close to the point of requesting that bollards be positioned to prevent the problem.
5.7 Play Area.   Murphys had been approached and asked to replace the damaged fence panels.  Proludic had replaced the wet-pour under the saucer swing free of charge.  They would give a quote for replacing the swing seats and they would be sending details of a maintenance contract for the equipment.  
5.8  Noticeboard.  Sowerby House had recently bought a notice board and were prepared for other village groups to use it.  

5.9 Youth Shelter.  There had been several enquiries following the ‘For Sale’ advertisement.
5.10  Old Shed by the Cinema.  The shed had been painted and the situation would be monitored.
5.11  Allotments.  A request had been made to NYCC about the land off Gravel Hole Lane but no reply had been forthcoming.  A suggestion was made that people looking for an allotment should approach owners of unkempt gardens with a view to cultivating those areas of land.  At this point Cllr. Robson read a report from Cllr. Storm from a meeting of the skateboard committee who are investigating the possible use of a piece of land off Gravel Hole Lane.  As the planning matter might come to Council in September it was agreed that residents would be involved in the consultation process
5.12  Repairs to the Green’s Roads.  Planings would be used to fill in the worst areas very shortly.  The Chairman explained that this process, of repairing as needed, had worked well over the years without great expense to the electorate and queried whether it was justified to raise the precept in order to undertake more elaborate works.
5.13  Danum Avenue Garages.  Disturbance appeared to have stopped.
5.14  Thirsk Clock.  Negotiations for new premises were nearly complete.
5.15 Tin Tack Lane.  On-going.  Problems with overgrown vegetation and gates were being investigated.
5.16 Town End.  The problem with the copper beech tree obstructing a road sign was being dealt with.
5.17 Article 4 Direction for Front Street..  The Chairman explained that the procedure Sowerby Council had planned to use regarding consulting the residents had not been acceptable for HDC, who would have a 6 week consultation period following adoption of the plan by Cabinet.  Councillors looked at the criteria and boundary proposals and made suggestions.  HDC would be asked to defer their discussions for another month in order that absent Councillors could be involved. 
5.18  Town Hall.  Cllr. Andrew Turner had been appointed as the new Vice Chairman.

5.19  Dual Footpath / Cycleway for Flatts Walk.  Cllr. Huxtable would be asked to get involved.

5.20  Councillor Photographs.  Councillors were reminded that photographs were needed as soon as possible.

6.  Planning Applications.  

6a
Decisions.
See updated pro-forma.

6b
New Applications.

See updated pro forma.  

7.  Financial Matters.


7a
Receipts.  As tabled.


7b
Payments for approval.  As tabled.

8.  To Receive Correspondence.

- HDC.   Property Name Change.  131 World’s End now Little Pastures.
        - NYCC  Pack Horse Bridge.  Work to commence 27th July for approx. 3 weeks.
- HDC  New Property named at 36A Victoria Avenue.
        - The Planning Inspectorate.  Interim Decision re Diversion Order for Footpath, Sowerby Parks.
        - Gareth Dadd.  Letter previously circulated with regard to temporary ward closures at The Friarage Hospital.

9. To Receive Reports from Sub-Committees.

None.

10.  Any Other Business.
Green Lane West.  The Chairman reported that the matter of untidy houses was being dealt with.
Flatts.  A request was made to site a seat half way down the Flatts Cycle/Walk Route.  The missing bollard issue was being dealt with by the Flatts Trust.
Traffic Congestion.  Considerable delays were being experienced by motorists approaching Sowerby from Station Road.  Councillors agreed that the flow through the town was unacceptably slow and it was agreed to contact NYCC and back suggestions that the raised area crossings be removed.

The Chairman proposed that the meeting go into Closed Session.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.05 hrs.
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