Minutes of the Meeting of Sowerby Parish Council

held in Thirsk and Sowerby Town Hall,

on Thursday 8th April 2010.

Present.

Cllr. Austin, Cllr. P Bardon, Cllr. Mrs P. Chapman, Cllr. P. Evans Cllr. S. Kendall, Cllr. D. Murkett , Cllr. M. Robson, Cllr. E. Storm and Cllr. D. Stratton. 

In Attendance.

3 Members of the Public.

County Councillor Neville Huxtable.

Ian Noble.  D & S Times.

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC  

Blakey Lane.  Drivers were driving on the raised verge and widening the lane.  Cllr. Huxtable was asked to notify Area 2. 
The white line at the junction of Blakey Close and Blakey Lane had been moved too far down the Close and as a result drivers were struggling to exit safely.  It was requested that it be returned to its previous position.

There were still no 30mph roundels on Blakey Lane.  

The entrance to Manor Farm had been looked at by NYCC which blamed the problems on potholes.

Whilst the gully on the Flatts Walk had had litter removed from it by the Parish Council, it was reported that there was a significant litter problem on land owned by Tesco and Polar Ford.  They would be asked to clear it up.

A question was raised about the portable CCTV on Topcliffe Road and was there an intention to have them all over the village?  It was explained that this one had been positioned at the request of the Police following issues of damage in the neighbourhood.  It was felt that it would have been useful if the Parish Council had been informed.
NORTH YORKSHIRE POLICE.

No Report.  

1.  Apologies for Absence.  Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. H. Bainbridge and Cllr. A. Turner. 

2.  To approve and sign the minutes of the previous meeting held on 11th March 2010.

The minutes of the Meetings held on 11h March 2010 were approved and signed.
3. To receive the report from County Councillor N. Huxtable on items of relevance to Sowerby and Thirsk.

County Councillor Huxtable had put in a defect notice for a repair to Flatts Walk for a problem to the surface caused by settling, which had been rectified.  Murphys would be served with the invoice. 
The police had warned and fined people who had illegally parked on Back Lane and Gravel Hole Lane.

The area prone to flooding at the Manor Farm entrance had been inspected  and the pothole would be filled.

Consideration would be given to markings on Blakey Lane.  An extension of the 30mph limit to the east of the bridge was being considered as well as a warning that pedestrians may be walking on the road.  He would have a full report at the May meeting.

New speed limit repeater signs, recently erected in the village, would allow the police to prosecute speeding motorists.
Proposed incinerator at Dalton Airfeld.  An announcement was expected by the end of June.
4.  To receive reports from District Councillors.

HDC Development Management Committee.  Cllr. Robson informed the meeting that the next meeting on 29th April may include the retrospective application for Bagby Airfield as well as 182 Front Street, next to de Mowbray House where a very large extension had been requested.
Overview and Scrutiny Committee.  Cllr. Robson had attended the People, Sustainable Communities and Excellence (Customer Satisfaction), meeting.

It had concluded that the Council’s response needed to be 5 days or less, rather than the present 10 days.

 5.  To Discuss Matters Arising.

5.1 Gully alongside Flatts Walk.  Rubbish had been removed from the gulley and the street cleaners had been asked to clean out the other debris.
5.2 Cold Calling Zone at Saxty Way.  An application had been made but could not be considered until early September.
5:3 Memorial Park Hedge.  An amendment had been made to the application to replace the hedge with a fence.  The fence would be 2.4 metres high and be of close boarded Yorkshire fencing.
5:4 Play Area.  The Chairman had met with a representative from Murphy’s who had agreed that they would reimburse the £490 + VAT for 4 panels damaged by works in 2009 and also that they would pay NYCC for repairs to the path.
5.5  Letter to MP re Thirsk Station.  Cllr. Storm had had a reply from the MP  who had contacted Ian Coucher, Chief Executive of Network Rail.  It appeared that it would be at least 2015 before Thirsk could be considered for funding for improvements to access.
5.6  The opening of the Thirsk and Sowerby Leisure Centre.  The next edition of Hambleton News would have a more detailed and accurate description of the new facilities than had been shown in the local press.
6.  Planning Applications.  

6a
Decisions.
See updated pro-forma.  

6b
New Applications.
See updated pro forma. 
Councillor Bardon declared a personal interest in the application for 20 Saxty Way, being a neighbour.  He withdrew from the meeting.

7.  Financial Matters.


7a
Receipts.  As tabled.


7b
Payments for approval.  

A request for funding of £50, to provide security chains for purses and wallets for vulnerable people in Thirsk and Sowerby was approved.
8.  The Greens.
Councillors were given copies of correspondence from Mr Fyles and the Council’s response.  Many of the points raised were being dealt with.

A letter from Mr Cartridge regarding a request for information about the resurfacing of the roadway outside 92-96 Front Street was read out, as was the Council’s response.  It was stressed that the repairs had been done by the Council in order to protect the Greens, in an area that had not previously had any improvement work carried out.  The repairs had been necessitated following a change of ownership of one of the properties causing acute access difficulties for the other householders and resulting damage to the Greens.
It was agreed that the letter to residents of properties adjacent to the Greens be approved.  It invited householders, if they so wished, to pay a Council nominated Contractor, to repair the roadway outside their property to Council specifications.  Any such works would not result in the householders having any rights whatsoever over the Council owned Greens and roadways.
The approved contractors would be Miles Bainbridge, Peter Benson and Wizard Builders.

An update of proposals by the Council to repair the entrance roads to the Greens was given by Councillors Evans and Kendall.

It was clarified that there should be at least two boundary stones on either side of the entrance roads.  These were the property of Sowerby Parish Council and householders were not at liberty to move them.

It was agreed that any thoughts of a resident’s meeting should be left until after the letters had been distributed, as the letters were self explanatory and a meeting would probably not serve any real purpose.
9.  To Receive Correspondence.

Invitation for two to visit Fire Station for demonstration of equipment.  22nd April at 6.30pm.

Thirsk & Sowerby Town Hall.  2%  increase for room hire.
Vale of Mowbray Scouts.   Invitation to Saint George’s Day Service.  25th April.  St Oswalds.  Cllr. Chapman would attend.
NY Fire and Rescue Authority.  Survey. Volunteer requested.

HDC.  Your Local Website Needs You.

NHS.  Re Application for Tesco Instore Pharmacy.  Copies of Representations.

HDC.   New Dog Fouling Posters.   Flavours of Hambleton Awards 2010.  Are you worried about a child?

Resident of Back Lane.  Concern re satellite dishes on front of properties without permission.  Reported to HDC Enforcement Officer.
Local Government Ombudsman.  Re complaint from DE Cartridge re street lamps in The Pines.  New street lights would not be provided.
Mr Ord.  Request for amendment to construction of fence at Memorial Park.  Amendment to application made regarding height and design of fence.
NYCC.  Review of Passenger Transport Services and Home to School Transport.  Cllr. Storm volunteered to review the questionnaire in readiness for the May meeting.
NYCC.  Traffic Management training for event organisers.

HDC.  Peter Bridgstock , Home Energy Efficiency Programme Co-ordinator.  Available to give a short talk.  Would attend the June meeting.
NYCC.  New 30mph Repeater Signs positioned in village.  See County Councillor’s report.
NYCC.  Urban Grass cutting contribution.  Six cuts.  £670.58.
Mike Robinson.  Sowerby War Memorial documentation.

Alison Williams.  Response to Dog Fouling article in SowerbyNOW.

HDC.  Gary Brown.  Refuse Collection rear of Topcliffe Road and South Crescent.

HDC.  Article 4(2) Direction.  Closing date for comments 2nd May.

NYCC.  Economic Development Unit.  Confirmation of match funding of £652 for notice-board.  NB permitted development under Class 12 of the General Permitted Development Order 1995.
10. To Receive Reports from Sub-Committees.

Safer Neighbourhoods.  A meeting at the Mart would be held on Thursday 22nd April.  7-9pm.
Local Councils Association.  Cllrs. Chapman and Storm had attended the last meeting and Cllr. Storm had provided a report.
Thirsk Clock.  The Clock had moved into the premises off St. James Green.  Comment was made regarding the public invitation for Thirsk residents to visit, when all along it has been stressed that it is a Thirsk and Sowerby facility!
11.  Any Other Business.

Green Lane West.  Issues of inconsiderate, day long parking had been brought to the attention of the police.
Entrance to the Parochial Hall and Scout HQ.  The horrendous pot-holed state of the entrance was discussed.  Whilst it was acknowledged that it was a difficult situation, Cllr. Robson said he would do his best to request that some remedial work be carried out.  
Graveyard.  Cllr. Robson informed the Council that as the Graveyard was filling up, negotiations with Mr. Bamlett were in progress regarding the purchase of some additional land from Manor Farm.

Sowerby School.  Cllr. Storm presented a report.

Obstructed Pavement in Admirals Court.  County Councillor Huxtable was asked to arrange that NYCC deal with the matter of two large pieces of plaster which had fallen off a wall onto the pavement.
Play Area.  Damage to a bench was reported.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.00 hrs.
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