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A£100,000 re-vamp will mark the
Herriot Centre’s fifth birthday next

month.
A brand new interactive gallery will her-

ald the start of the March 29th celebra-
tions.

Featuring the latest in electronic wiz-
ardry to excite children of all ages, the
gallery replaces the ‘Visible Farm’.

It is being designed to allow them to
experience life as a vet – with practical
‘hands-on’ fun!

The gallery will be split into three sec-
tions. Children will be able to play at
being a vet in the recreated surgery,
where all the equipment and tools will be
scaled down to their size; there will be a
barn where the now resident farm ani-
mals will be housed; and visitors will be
treated to a look at the countryside.

In each of the areas there will be interac-
tive games – 16 in all are being construct-
ed including the vet’s bag, skull jigsaw,
‘feely’ bags and a game of operation!

The gallery’s re-fit is just one part of
work currently underway at the Thirsk
centre. The Tack Room is being convert-
ed into a new block of toilets that will
house disabled and baby changing facil-
ities. A purpose built garage is being cre-
ated for the Austin 7 car and a new exhi-
bition area created. Local photographer,
Tessa Bunney, will open that area with
her series of unusual agricultural photo-
graphs.

The Fold Yard will be fitted with sliding
glass doors to create a warm enclosed
area for large parties to use. More seat-
ing is being installed in the garden and
an Acacia tree – one of the varieties fea-
tured in the James Herriot stories –
planted.

More than 262,000 visitors have walked
through the Kirkgate tourist attraction’s
famous red door since it opened in 1999.
�The centre won the best dressed shop
window in the Thirsk Chamber of Trade
Christmas competition. Future Events

February 18 
Children’s art and craft activ-
ity workshop
For 5 - 10 year olds
March 9    4pm
‘Preparations for Spring at
Skeldale House’ - visit the
domestic rooms of Skeldale
House to consider why
spring cleaning took place in
the 1940s and 50s.  And

compare present day clean-
ing products with those of 60
years ago.
£3 per head
April 7 and 14
Children’s Easter art and
craft workshops
For 5 to 10 year olds 
April 8   11am - 4pm
Easter Family Fun Day
A fun filled family day, includ-

ing egg painting, card mark-
ing and Easter Egg trail 
£2 admission for everyone -
no booking necessary

To book activity work-
shops call Thirsk Pool on
(01845) 522447
To book spring talk call
Herriot Centre on (01845)
524234 

FOOTBALL for women and girls is getting a
kick start.

The North Riding County FA – in partnership
with North Yorkshire Sport – has appointed a
new Women’s and Girls Football Development
Officer.

Gemma Grainger is based at the new head-
quarters in Stokesley and is responsible for
developing women’s and girls football in the
North Riding area.

As part of her work programme she will be

delivering the Girls Football Active Sports Plan
in Hambleton. 

And to set that off she has already staged two
FA Kick Start programmes at Stokesley School
and Bedale High School, when over 30 girls
took part.

For further information contact Gemma
Grainger at the North Riding County FA on
(01642) 717770 or Louise Walton at
Hambleton District Council on (01609)
767202.

Kick start for ‘04

T
OP European football boss,
Geoff Thompson, officially
opened a new £1.4 million

facility in Stokesley in November.
And Mr Thompson (pictured) who is

Chairman of the English Football
Association and Vice-President of
UEFA, praised Hambleton District
Council for its part in the joint work
with the County FA and Stokesley

Sports Club to create the new facili-
ties.
Fours years ago the North Riding

County Football Association came to
the District Council when they began
looking for new office accommoda-
tion.
It was from there that a much big-

ger scheme with Stokesley Sports
Club grew.
New land was bought and turned

into junior football pitches, a new
clubhouse built - containing chang-
ing rooms, bar, lounge and kitchen,
boardroom, meeting rooms and
County FA offices. The multi use
games area has been upgraded and
a new car park provided.  Funding
came from the FA, Football
Foundation, the District Council and
Stokesley Sports Club.
“This is a top class project which

we are delighted has come into
Hambleton,” said Cabinet Spokes-
man, Councillor Neville Huxtable.
“Credit is due to many people for

delivering it - not least Ken Bowyer
and Mark Jarvis from the County FA
and Chris West and Brian Harrison
at Stokesley Sports Club”. 

� Along with the District Council the
North Riding County FA will host a
‘Club Development Workshop’ on
March 6 for all football clubs in the
district.    It will enable coaches and
managers to discuss the develop-
ment of the game at grass roots
level.  They will have time to share
experiences on volunteers, training
and funding.   And they will be asked
for their views on proposals to set up
an advanced coaching centre in
Hambleton.   For further information
call Louise Walton on (01609)
767202.

FOOTBALL SUPREMO
IN STOKESLEY
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